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BOOK XIX 


FEIEBRIGH LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED IK THE SEVEK- YEARS 

WAR. 1759-1760 ■ 


i Preliminaries to a Fourth Campaign 

.... 0.! tlie Small- War in Spring- 1TS9, There , are Five Bis- 
niptions of that grand Cordon {fehrmry - April) ; and 
Ferdinand of Brunswick %hts his Battle of Bergen 
(April p. 1®. 

II. General ** Dohna ; Dictator Wedell: Battle of 

■ ' • 

ZuLLICilAU 

Dictator Wcdell fights hia Battle (Monday 2,|rl July 1759), ^ 
without Success, p. SS. • 

III, Friedrich in Person attemto the Eussian Pro-^ 

BLEM ; NOT WITH SUCCESS • . , . . 

IV, Battle op Kunersdoef , . ■ , 

V, Saxony without Defence: Schmettau sitrrendeis 
^ Dresden 

* ^The**Ee!chs Army’' so-called' has entered Saxony, under 

# B.m Omens ; docs some Feats of Sieging (August 7th- 
2(kl), — with an Eye on Dresden as the crowning one, ^ 

" p, 98. 

Auatrlan liciclis Army does its .crowning Feat (August 2lhh* 
September 4th): Diary of what Is callej! the ‘Siege* of 
Dresden* 104* . * 





K THE GREAT 


vi. HISTORY OF FEEDER 


OHAPt ^ ' 

Vi Peinc# Hknei marks a March of F^fty llocRf ; 
THE Russians cannot find Lohoino in Sii.esia C 

^ Daim, Soitikof And Oomimnit Again have a collf«iSjy 

Beptembcr 15lh); after which E¥crylK% hmu on liii 
• special Cotirse of ifctioR, p. 

* Four Letters of FrtedSlch’s Septerol#r), 

Friedrich mamges {September ^?4th-Ociobrf Ui get 
the EnsaiaMS seat homo; and himself falla larijed with 
Gout, 13T. 

VIL FRIEDEia-I EEAPPEAES OH THE FiBhU^ AHO IN SeVEN 

^ Days after comes the Catastrophe of Maxek 


Vlli Miscellanea in Winter-quarters, 175!i6o 

Berene Higlmessof Whrtemberg, at Fulda (Xo^thw her SOth, 
1759), is Just aboISfc *0nng Tictoria/ and giving » Ball to 
Beauty and Fashion, in Honour of a certain Event liiit 
is unpleaEautlj interrupted, p. 16i. 

Wimt is Perpetual President Maupertuis slomg all ihlf* 
AYhile? Is he still in Berlin; or where in the rnwewe 
is he? Alas, Alanpertnis I 170 . 

Grand French Inva8ion*Bcheme comes entirolt^ U AYreok 
{Quiberoii Ilhj, 20th November 1759): of Controller* 
# General Silliouetto, and the Outlooki of France, fiii&JEicial 

and other, 172. 

Friedrich, strange to say, publishes (Marfh-JuJip 1 71^0) art 
♦ Edition of his Poems. Question, ‘Who wrote Affilitirfc# 

^ dm Bof dtf the iwond, and |»«illve|y tli 

* last Time, 179. 

PeaeC^Ncgotiations hopeful to Friedrich all through Winter: 
hut the French won’t. Voltaire, and hk Style of CowT' 
sponding, 184. 

Friedrich has sent Lord Slarischa! to Sislnt other Com I 
Hopes of Friedrich’s, 201. 

IX. Preliminaries to a Fifth Campaign . 


FBILPRICH B NOT TO BE 0%'EHWHELMKI} : THE SEVKN-Y1;AII‘^ WAIl 

GEABOAU-y ENDS, 2 Sth APRIL 1760-1. '5 th eeh. 176.'] 

' I« Fifth Campaign Opens . , . , . .21 



CHAP* m 

' ' 'ii' ' ”# ' 

II. I'riedeic’i-i Besieges Dresden . • * . , 

Capture of Glatz (20th Jiily 1760), p* 241. 

Dialogtie of Friedrich a^d Henri (from their Erlvatc Coitc- 
spoiidenoe : June 7th- July 28fch, 1760), 245. 

Duke Ferdinand’s Battle of W|;rburg (31st J'uly 1760), *257. 

* * ♦ * 

III. Battle of Liegnitz ••...* 

' ' ■ .. ■ 

Loudon is trying a Strokc-of-liand on Breslau, In the data 
Fashion, in the I&terim (Jul? Soth-Aug. 3d), n. 252. 
Friedrich on Mach, for the Third Time, to rescue Silesia 
• (Attgust lst-15th), 250. n 

Battle, in the Neighbourhood of Liegnitz, does ensue (Friday 
morning 15th August 1700), 263, 


FAOB 


!¥. Daun in wrestle wtth FriedIich in the Silesian 
■ Hills ■ ' . ■ 


The Eussians make a Eaid on Berlin, for Belief of Daun 
and their own Behoof (October 3(M2th, 1760), p. 286 , 


V, Battle of Torgau * . , . 

Fight of Klloster Kampen (Night of October ir>thd6th) 
Wesel not to be had by Duke Ferdinand, p* 326, 


VI. Winter-quarters I760-()I ' 

King Friedrich In the Apei House at Leipzig {8th December 

. , 17iK)47th March 1761), p. 335. ♦ 

Interview with Herr Professor Oellert (Thursday 18th 
December 1760), W* ^ 

Dialogue with General Baldern (in the Ape! House, Leipzig, 
2lBt January 1761), 344. 

There are some War-movements during 5?inter; general 
financiering Difficulties. Choislit'proposes Peace, 348. 


VII. Sixth Campaign Opens: Camp of Bunzelwitz 

# 

® (JSP Ferdinand’s Battle of Tellinghausen (15th-10th July); 

• and the Campaign 1761, p. 377* , 

■ •’ThirjJ Siege of Colberg, 

* m 

VIH. LiTudon pounces upon SciiWEiDNnrz one Night (last 
OP September I76l) . ' . 

•> 

IX. Xraitor Warkotsch • . , . , . ^ 





RKtORY FREDERICK THE GREAT 


Friebeicm IK Bkeseau; has News wmi& Petemiiijro^ 

The Pitt Cattotrophe : how the Peaoe-Negotlation went off 
by PxploBlon; how Pitt#dthclrew (M Oet, I761h a»il 
there mme a Spani^ War Hevertlielosa^ p. 41)9. 

Tiff of Quarrel betweeh King and Henri (Harcli-Apri! I76th 


Bright Hews from Petersburg (certain, i^anm^y lUh); 
which grow ever brighter; and become a Star-of^lay 
for Friedrich, 42S. 

Wh^t Colonel Hoi^r and tlie '"thers saw at Fctcrsbiojg 
{January -July 176e}, 435. 

XL '"Seventh Campaihn opens . . . ■ 

XII. Siege of Schweidnitb; Seventh Campaign ends 

XIII. Peace of Hubeetsbehg 


Battle of Minden • 

„ tj , Kcnehsdohp ... . . /< 

gg Maxen 

^ ,, ,, Liegnite . ' . . . ' • 

,/‘Toe0AO 

Bokeelwite — ^Boekeesdohf — Eeichenbach Countev 
Foe the Third Silesian Wae » , . » c 


LIST OF PLATES 
PEINCE FEEDINAND OF BRUNSWICK , 
FERDINAND, BARON TRENCK , 


frmiflfpifiY 


Hi pnge^m 



FRIEDRICH LIKE yO. BE. OVERWHELMED II^ 
THE SEVEN- years WAIi 


PKELIMINAKIES TO A FOURTH CAMPAIGN 

Thk posting of the Five Armies this Winter, — Five of them< 
in Germany, not counting the Russisflis, who have vanished 
to Cimmeria over the^ horizon, for their months of rest,— is 
something wcmderfiil, and strikes the picturesque imagination. 
Such a Chain of Post^ for length, if for nothing else ! 'From 
the centre of Bohemia eastward, Daun’s Austrians tire spread 
all round the western Silesian Border and the .south-eastern 
Saxon; waited-on by Prussians, in more or less pro:|imity. 
Next ai’e the Reichsfolk ; scattered over Thuringen and the 
Franconian Countries ; fronting partly into Hessen and Duke 
Ferdinand’s outskirts : — the main body of Duke Ferdinand is 
far to westward, in Munster Country, vigilaftt upon Contades, 
with the Rhine between. Contades and Soubise, — adjoining 
on. the Reidisfolk are these Two French Armies : Soubise’s, 
soihe 25,0jP0, in Frankfurt-Ems Country, between the Mayn 
and the Lahn,* with its back to the Rhine ; then Contades, 
onward to Maes River and the Dutch Borders, with his face 
to the Rhine, — and Duke Ferdinand observant of him on the 
other side. That is the ‘ Cordon of Posts or winter-qu^rtwrs 
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»7St* 

ttiis Vear. ‘From the Giant Mountains and the Metai 
^Mountainsf^to the Ocean ; — to the moutlir of Rhine,’ may we 
not say ; ‘ and back again to the Swias Alps or springs of 
Rhjjie, that Ugper-Rhine CouMry being all either French or 
Austrian, and a basis for %)ubise ? ’ > Not to sjMjak of Ocean 
^itselfj and its winged Wnr-Fleejs, lonesoniely ho*'ering and 
patrolling ; or of the Ameficas and Indies fieydiid ! 

‘This is such a Chain of mutually vigiiant Winter- 
quarters,’ says^ArchenhoItart * as *waai never drawn in Germany, 
or in Europe, before.’ Chain of about 800,000 fighting 
men, •poured out in that lengthy manner. Taking their 
winter siesta there, asleep with one eye o|jen, till reinfoio^ 
for new business of deatR and destruction against Spring. 
Pathetic surely, as well as picturesque. ‘Three Campaigns 
there have already been,’ sighs the peaceable observer : 
‘Three Campaigns, surely furious enough; Eleven battles 
in them,® a Prag, a KoHn, Ijeuthen, Rossl)ach must there 
still be others, then, to the misery of poor inankindf'’ thus 
si^h many peaceful persons. Not considering what are, and 
have^ been, the lages, the iniquities, the loud and silent 
deliriums, the niad blindnesses an<l sins of rimiikiud ; and 
what amount of caldmng these may reasonably take. Not 
calcinable'in three Campaigns at all, it would ap|>ear ! Pour 
xmm Campaigfis are needed : then there will be innocuous 
ashes^ in quantity ; and a result une.xpt’eted, and worth 
marking in Worid-History. 

It is notably one of Friedrich’s fond hopes, — of which he 
keeps-up several, as bright cloud-hangings in the haggard 
inner world he now has,— that Peace is just at handrone 
nght straggle more, and Peace must come And on the 
part of Britannic George and him, repeated attempts were 
made,— one in the end of this Year 1759 hut one and'all 


^ Arclieiiliolte^ i. 306. 

be his enumeratm’, 









cb. I.] PREIJMINARIJES TO FOUBTJH CAMPAIGN & 

igan.-April I75QI * ^ ^ ■ • # 

of them proved futile, and, unless for accidental reasoilS, need 
^Botbe ineiiitioiieci ^ere, ■...,. Many, .men, in long., ..for . 

Peace f but there are Three Women at the top of the world* 
who do not; their wrath, various in quality, is great in 
quantity, and disasters do the revejse of appeasing it. 

The French people, as is natural, are weary of a War 
which yields thenf mere los^s and^isgraces ; "‘War carried oif 
for Austrian »whinis, which likewise seem to be impracticable T 
think they. And their J^erpis hip»self. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, who began this gad French- Austrian Adventure, has 
already been remonstrating with Kaunitz, and grumbling 
anxiously, * Could not the Swedes, or somebody, be got to 
mediate ? Such a War is too ruinous 1 ** Hearing which, 
the Pompadour is shocked at the ^favourite creature of her 
hands ; hastens to dismiss him (* Be Cardinal, then, you 
ingrate of a Bernis ; disappear under that Red Hat ! **) — 
and appoints, in his stead, one Choiseul (known hitherto as 
StamvUk^ Comte de Stainville, French Excellency at Vienna,, 
but now made Duke on this promotidli), Due de Choiseul ; ^ 
who is a Lorrainer, or Semi- Austrian, by very birth ; tod 
probably much fitter for the place* A swift, impetuous kind 
of man, this Choiseul, who is still rather young than txfcher- 
wise ; plenty of proud spirit in him, of shifts, taknt of iSie 
reckless sort; who proved very notable in "France fipf file 
next twenty years. 

French trade being ruined withal, money is i*uiming dread- 
fully low : but they appoint a new Controller-General ; a M. 
de Silhouette, who is thought to have an extraordinary creative 
genius in Finance. Had he but a Fortifnatus-Purse, hbw 
lucky were it ! With Foi'tunatus Silhouette as purse-holder, 
with a fiery young Choiseul on this hand, and a fiery old 
Belleisle on that, Pompadour meditates great things this 
Year,— Invasions of Engiapd ; stronger German Armies ; 
better German Plans, and slashings home upon Hanover 
itself, or the vital point ; — and flatters herself, and her poor 
^ Miaisler of Foreign Affairs, *ixth Hovmber 175®* (Barbkr, m ♦ 
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JL^tiis* there is 00 the for such a Ercuc^ 

eSampaignjis will perhaps astonish Pitt and another insolent 
King. Veiy fixed, fell and feminine is the PomjVadours 
humour in this matter, Norris the Cxariiia's less so ; but 
more, if possiFsie; unappq^ble except by deatli. Im}«rial 
Maria Theresa has maso^line reasons withal ; great hopes, 
•too, of late. Of the War’s ending tilPtlat impmsibilitv 
stop it, there is no likelihood. 

« _ _ ^ , 
lo Pitt this Campaign 1759, in spite of bad omens at 

the outset, proved altogether splendid; but greatly the 
reverse on Friedi-ich’s side; to whom it was the most 
disastrous and unfortunate he had yet made, or did ever 
make, Pitt at his zenith in public reputation ; Friedrich 
never so low before, nothing seemingly but extinction near 
ahead, when this Year ended. The truth is, atmrt from hi.s 
specific pieces of ill-luck, there had now begun for F’ritxlrich 
, a new rule of procedure,' which much altered his apmairance 
m the world. Thric^over had he tried by the aggressive or 
mfasive method ; thrice over made a plunge at the enemy's 
heart, hoping so to disann or lame him: but that, with 
res^c^ spent to such a degree, is what he cannot do a 
Sottrfcp, ; m is too weak henceforth to think of that. 

XP^ia has dways its King, and his unrivalled talent • but. 
to^is pretty much the only fixetl item. I»rii.ssia ^ersm 
Fmnce, Austna, Russia, Sweden and the German Reich 
what IS It M a field of supplies for war! Exrept its King’ 
these are failing, year by year ; and at a rate fatallv -wM 
m companson. ^Frfodrich cannot now do Leuthens; Ro£ 

wlrW of ^ctoi-y, which as|oni.sh all the 

worn. His fine Prussian veterans have mo.s«v perishad • 

recTuifci/ who 'art’ 

irfenor both m discipline and native quality though they 

iT? fact,%ht well to the last. B«t 

1^ ,8 observable,^ says Retzow somewhere, and indeetl it 



* 
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follows from the imtore of the case, * that while the Prussian 
'Army jgresents alWasys its best kind of soldiers at tfe beginning 
of a war, Austria, such are its resources in population, always 
improves in that particular, aitd its best troopi appear 
last campaigns."* In a word, Friedrich stands on the defensive 
hencefortb; disputing his^p ground inch by inch : apd is 
reduced, more* and more, to battle obscurely with a hydra- 
coil of enemies and impediments ; and to do heroisms which 
make no noise in the GaxSttes.*' And, alas, ^ which cannot 
figure in History either, -^what is more a sorrow to me here ! 

Friedrich, say all judges of soldiership and human chdl^acter 
who have studied Friedrich sufficiently, ^ is greater than ever,’ 
in these four Years now coming.^ And this, I have found more 
and more to be a true thing ; verifiable and demonstrable in 
time and place, — though, unluckily for us, hardly in this time 
or this place at all ! A thing which cannot, by any method, 
be made manifest to the general jeader; wdno delights in 
shining summary feats, and is impatient of tedious prelimin-' 
aries and investigations, — -especially of mapsy which are the 
indispensablest requisite of alL A thing, in short, that 
belongs peculfarly to soldier-students ; who can undergo the 
dull preliminaries, most dull but most inexorably needed ; 
and can follow out, with w'atchful intelligence, and witl{% 
patience not to be wearied, the multifarious topogfaf^ife, 
details of movements and manoeuvrings year after year, on 
such a Theatre of War. What is to be done with it here ! 
If we could, by significant strokes, indicate, under features 
true so far as they went, the great wide fireflood that was 
raging round the world ; if we could, carefully omitting very 
many things, #mit of the things intelligible and decipherable 
that concern Friedrich himself, nothing that had meaning : t/ 
indeed — ' !-^ But it is idle preluding. Forward again, brave 
re^er, under such conditions* as there are ! 


Friedrich’s \¥inter in Breslau was of secluded, silent, 

• ^ 

^ ^ Bewahorst, ia 1 Reteow j etc. * 



^ ^ ^ ^ Oa»..Apr!l 

sombre cha:^acter, this time ; nothing of stir in it but from 
work only fin marked contrast with the'^Mst, and it%. kindly 
visitors and gaieties. A Friedrich given-up to Ms manifold 
businesses, to his silent sorrows. * I have passed my winter 
like a Carthusian monk^’^he writes to D^’Argens : dine 

alone, I spend my life in imdingrand writipg;^ and I do not 
sup. When one is sad, it becomes at last too burdensome 
to hide one^s grief continually ; and it is better to give way 
to it by oneself, than M' cafry ^one^s gloom into society. 
Nothing solaces me but the vigorouS application required m 
steadf and continuous labour. This distraction does force 
one to put away painful ideas, while it lasts : but, alas, no 
sooner is the work done, ^lan these fatal companions present 
themselves again, as if livelier than ever. M.«upei*tuis was 
right : the sum of evil does certainly surpass that of good — 
but to me it is all one ; I have almost nothing more to lose ; 
and my few remaining days, what matters it much of what 
"complexion they be? 

^e loss of his Wilhelmina, had there been no other grief, 
has darkened all his life to Fidedrich. Readers are not pre- 
pared for the details of grief we could give, and the settled 
gloom of mind they indicate. A loss irreparable and im- 
rfi^asurable ; the light of life, the one loved heart that loved 
hifii, g^ne. His passionate appeals to Voltaire to celebrate 
for him in verse his lost treasure, and at least make her 
virtues immortal, are perhaps known to readers : ^ alas, this 
is a very feeble kind of immortality, and Friedrich too well 
feels it such. All Winter he dwells internally on the sad 
matter, though soon falling silent on it to others. 

cThe War is ever more dark and dismal to hi»i ; a wearing, 
harassing, nearly disgusting task ; on which, however, depends 

, ^ *Breskii, ist March 1759,* ToD’Argens {(Emm de FrM&ic^ xix. $6). 

® sur ia mmi de S* A* S. Madams & Frinassi ds FaniiA {in (Emm dc 
VdiairSf xvliu 79-$6}: see Friedrich’s Letter to him {6th November 1758); with 
Voltaire’s Fersss ih Answer (next month); Friedrich’s new Letter (Breslau, iJ3d 
January 1759)# demandii|g something more, — followed by the 0 ^: 4 ? just cited { 3 , 
k&, 403 S ; ixxYiil 824, 92 ;'or (E$mm ds Fr/diiriet xxiil. 20-24 ; etc,)* # 
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life or death. This Year, he ^expects to have 3C0,O0O 
enemies upon him ’4 and ^ is, with his utmost eifbi% gettiiig-iip 
150,0^0 to set against them.’’ Of business, in its many 
kinds, there can be no lack In the intervals he also wrote 
considerably : one of his Pieces ^is a Sermmi on The last 
Judgmmt^ handed to Reader I>^£att, one evening > — to De 
Catt’s snrprisd, and to ours ; the Toiceless in a dark Friedricli: 
trying to giVfe itself some voice in this wny ! ^ Another Piece, 
altogether practical, and ^one wiifc excellent insight, brevity, 
modesty, is On Tactiat ; ^ — properly it might be called, 
‘ Serious very Private Thoughts,’ thrown on paper, and com- 
municated only to two or ^^hree, ‘ On the new kind of Tactics 
necessary with those Austrians and their Allies,’’ who are in 
such overwhelming strength. ‘ To* whose continual sluggish- 
ness, and strange want of concert, to whose incoherency of 
movements, languor of execution, and other enormous faults, 

we have owed, wdth some excuse for our own faults, our 

# ^ 

escaping of destruction hitherto,’ — -but had better not trusb 
that way any longer ! Fouquet is oife of the highly select, 
to whom he communicates this Piece ; adding along with it, 
in Fouquefs^case, an affectionate little Note, and, in spite 
of poverty, some Newyear’s Gift, as usual,— the * Widow% 
Mite’ (300Z., we find); * receive it with the same^heart \t\kh 
which it was set apart for you ; a small help* which yioif way 
well have need of, in these calamitous times.’ ® Foiiqtiefc 
much admires the new Tactical Suggestions ; — seems to think, 
however, that the certainly practicable one is, in particular, 
the last, That of ^ improving our Artillery to some equality 
with theirs.’ For which, as may appear, King has alr&dy 
been taking lj|iought, in more ways than one. 

•'Finam;^ is maturally a heavy part of Friedrich’s Problem ; 

^ (Emres ie FrMiric^ xv. (see Freuss*s Frsfaee there | gprmey, 

i 37; etc. etc.). 

* Mifexims mr ia Tmtipiei in (Butins d$ xxviii 153-166. 

® « Breslau, 23d December 1758 ’ ; with Bouquet’s Answer, 2cl Jaoutiy 1759 : 
'm €Emrm ik Fridiric.xx* ^ m 
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tke ‘ part which looks especially impossible, from' oor point 
of vision I Friedrich^ Country, the W%t Budge| dc»s • 
not differ from the Peace one. Neither is any borrowing 
p 0 ssij>le ; that snblime Art, of iolling-over on yon know not 
whom the expenditnre, ne%dM or needless, of your heavy- 
laden seff, had not yet, — Ifeough JEngland is busy# at it, — - 
Keen invented among Natioil^. Once, or perhaps twice, from 
the Stiinde of some willing Province, Friedricl? negotiated 
some small Loan ; which ptfncfcially repaid when Peace 
came, and was always gratefully remefabered. But these arg 
as nothing, in face of such expenses ; and the thought how 
he did contrive on the Finance side, is and was not a little 
wonderful. An ingenious Predecessor, whom I sometimes 
quote, has expressed himseff in these wordr : 

« Such modicum of Subsidy ’ (he is speaking of the English 
Subsidy in 1*758), ^how useful will it prove in a Country 
bred everywhere to Spartan thrift, accustomed to regard waste 
as sin, and which will lay-out no penny except* to purpose! 

I guess the Prussian Exchequer is, by this time, much on the 
ebb; idle precious metals tending everywhere tow>^ards the 
melting-pot. At what precise date the Friedfich-Wiihelm 
IMustrMes, and enormous silver furnitures, were first gone 
intd, Dryasdust has ' not^ informed me : but we know they all 
went ; m they well might. ' To me nothing is so wonderful 
as Friedrich’s Budget during this War. One day it will be 
carefully investigated, elucidated and made conceivable and 
certain to mankind : but that as yet is far from being the 
case. We w^'alk about in it with astonishment ; almost, were 
it possible, with incredulity. Expenditure on this side, work 
dor^e on that : human nature, especially British l:yiiman nature, 
refuses to conceive it. Never in this world, befcSre or sindfe, 
was the like. The Friedrich miracles in War gieat ; but 
those.^n Finance are almost greater Let Dryasdust bethiiJk 
Mm ; and’ gird his flabby loins to this Enterprise ; #iich is 
veiy behoveful in these Californian times ! ’ — 

Thf general Secjfet of Prussian Thrift, I do fear, is lost 



— 
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from the world. And how an Army of about SOO'OOO, in 
. field and gamson,* could be kept on foot, and in*'son)e ability 
front combined Europe, on about Three Million Sterling 
annually (‘25 million i7iakrs' = 3,150,0001, that is. the 
steady War-Budget of those ye«vrs), remains to us inconceiv- 
able enough; — mournfully^ miraci^miis, as it were; and. grow- 
ing ever mofe so in the Nuggef-generations that now run. 
Meanwhile, liere are what hints I could find, on the Origins 
of that modest Sum, whiijh also asc a wonder : ^ « 

m 

•^"The Hoarded Prussian Moneys, or ^^Treamres"* (two of them, 
kleine Schatis, Grosse Schatz, which are rigidly saved in Peace years, for 
incidence of War), ^ being nearly run-out, there had come the English 
Subsidy : this, with Saxony, and the Home revenues and remnants of 
Schatz^ had sufficed for 1758; but wifl no longer suffice. Next to 
Saxoy, the^English Subsidy (670,000/. due the second time this ymr) 
always Friedrich's principal resource : and in the latter years of the • 
War, I observe, it w-as nearly twice the amount of what all his Prussian 
Countries together, in their ravaged and v^rn-out stiite, could yield him. 

In after 1759, besides Home Income, which is gradually diminishing* 
and English Subsidy, which is a steady quaiftity, Friedrich's sources of 
revenue are mainly Two : 

‘Pirst, ther^is that of wringing money from your Enemies, from 
those that have deserved ill of you,-such of them as you cao-come 
at. Enemies, open or secret, even Ill-wishers, we are not partkular, 
provided only they lie within arm's-length. Under tins head 'fitll 
praoipaUy three Countries (and their three poor I’ofnilutions, iit Tim «f 
tteir Governments) : Saxony, Mecldenhurg (or tlio main part of it, 
Mecldenbnrg-&toe«Vi), and Anhalt; from these three there itf a con! 

S-tw-f and furnishings. Their demerits to 

Friednch differ much m intensity ; nor is his wringing of tl.em, -which 

increases year hy year to the 
nearly intolerable pitch,— quite in the simple ratto of their demerits: 
but in a compound ratio of that and of his indignation and of his wants. 

_^ony aa Prime Author of this War, was from the first laid-htdd 
oU collared tightly: "Pay the shot, then, what you can" (in the end 
It was alm««t wnat you cannot)! As to Mecklenburg-Schw'eriu, the 
grftdge against Prussia was of .very old standing, some geneiatwns 
now; and fte present Duke, not a very wise Sovereign more tlmn his 
Ancestors, had always been ill with Friedrich ; willing to spite and hurt 



^ Prenss, ii. 388 . 392 ; StenzeJ, v. 1 I 7 . 141 . 
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hbk'vthm pcwiMe; la Eeielts Diet he, of all German Princes, wa» tiie 
twt tlmt Tote^^for Friedricli's being pat to Ban of Reicb,— lie ; aai 
bis poor People know since whether that was a wise step I Tine little * 
Anhalt Princes, too, all the Anhalts, Dessaa, Bembarg, C^athen,^Zerbst' 
(perhrps the latter partially excepted, ifer a certain ilussian Lady s sake), 
^had voted, or at least had ambiguously half-voted, in favour of the Ifen, 
and done other unfriendly things; and had now to pay dear for their 
bits of enmities. Poor souls, th#y had But One VdttC among them all 
Four ; — and they only half gave it, tremulously pulling it |)ack again. I 
should guess it was their terrors mainly, and over-readiness to reckon 
Friedrich a sinkh^g ship; and* lb leap* fr#in the deck of him,— with a 
spurn which he took for insolent! The Aiiialt-Dessauers particularly, 
who were once of his very Army, half Prussians for generations back, h% 
reckoned to have used him scandalously ill. 

'This Year the requisition on the Four Anhalts,— which they submit 
to patiently, as people who hav^leapt into the wrong ship, —is, in precise 
tale: of money, 380,000 thalers (about 50,000/.); recruits, 2,200; horses, 
1800. In Saxony, besides the fixed Taxes, strict confiscation of Meissen 
Potteries and every Royalty, there were exacted heavy Contributions,*' 
more and more heavy, from the few opulent Towns, chiefiy from I^eipzig ; 
which were wrung-out, latterly^ under great severities, — chief merchants 
of Leipzig all clapt in prisoi^ kept on bread-and-water till they yielded,” — 
as great severities as would suffice, but not greater ; which also was noted. 
Unfortunate chief merchants of Leipzig,— with Briihi and Polish Majesty 
little likely to indemnify them ! Unfortunate Country altogether. An 
intelligent Saxon, who is vouched-for as impartial, bears witneaS' as 
follows : this I know, that the oppressions and plunderinp of the 

AS#r||tns and Eeiehafolk, in Saxony, turned all hearts away from them ; 

wSs publicly said. We had rather bear the steady burden of the 
Prussians than such help as these our pretended Deliverers briiig*”^ 
Whereby, on the whole, the poor Country got its back broken, and could 
never look-up in the world since. Resource Mrst was abundantly severe. 

^ Resource Second is strangest of all ; — and has given rise to criticism 
enough I It is no other than that of issuing base money ; mixing your 
gold and silver coin With copper,— this, one grieves to say, is the Second 
and extreme resource. ^^A rude method, — would we had a better, — 
of suspending Cash-payments, and paying by bank-notes instead ! ” 
thinks Friedrich, I suppose. From his Prussian Mints^ from his Saxon * 
(which are his for the present), ^and from the little Anhalt-Bembtirg 
Mlllt\(of which he expressly purchastd the sad privilege, — for m Ire 
not a Coiner, we are a King reduced to suspend €ash-paymefit», for the 
time being), * Friedrich poured-out over all Germany, in ail manner of 

* 1 *^ Stenasel (citing &om XriegsMmim^ which I have not) v. 137 «. 
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kinds^ jhuge quantities of bad Coin. This, so long* as it would last, is 

more and more a copious fountain of supply. Tins, fo? 4 h© first time, 
has ha 8 to appear as an item in War-Budget 1750 ; and it fails in no 
following, but expands more and more. It was done tbrongh Ephraim, 
the not lovely Berlin Jew, whom used to hear of*in Voltaire's time ; 
— ^through Ephraim and two others, Ep3?raim as President ; in^ return for 
a net Sum,^these shall have privilege to^coin such and such amounts, so 
and so alloyed^ shl.ll pay to General ^^Tauetitzien, Army Treasurer, ^ 
fixed terms, this Sums specified : ^*" 00 , and do it ; our Mint-Officers sharply 
watching you; Mint-Officers, and General Tauentzien” (with a young 
Herr Lessing, as his Chief Clerk, of w5ibm the King knows nothing) : 

Go, ye unlovely ! ” And E^^hraim and Company are making a gre&t deal 
of money by the unlovely job. Ephraim is the pair of tongs ; tke hand, 
and the unlovely job, are a royal man's. Alas, yes. And none of us 
knows better than King Friedrich, perhaps few of us as well, how little 
lovely a job it was ; how shockingly unki^gjy it w^as, — though a practice 
not unknown to German Kings and Kinglets before his time, and since 
down almost to ours.^ In fact, these are all unkingly practices; and 
the English Subsidy itself is distasteful to a proud Friedrich : but what, 
in those circumstances, can any Friedrich do ? 

^ The first coinages of Ephraim had, it ^eems, in them about S-?ths of 
copper ; sometbirig less than the halj^ and ^ore than the third/ — your 
gold sovereign grown to be worth 28#. 6 d, ^But yearly it grew worse ; 
and in 1762 ' (English Subsidy having failed) * matters had got inverted ; 
and there wasethree times as much copper as silver. Commerce, w 
was natural, went rocking and tossing, as on a sea under earthqtiakes ; 
but there was always ready-money among Friedrich's soldiprs, as arigong 
no other ; nor did the common people, or retail purchasers, siifiVjbarlt 
^^Hah, an Ephraimite I " they would say, grinning not i!l-lmi 1 iOiir€dly, 
at sight of one of these pieces ; some of which they had more specifically 
named Blm-gowm ” ' (owing to a tint of blue perceivable, in spite of the 
industrious plating in real silver, or at least ^ boiling in some solution ' of 
it) ; ^ these they would salute with this rhyme, then current : 

* Y<m missen schmf von innm sehlimm ; * Outside nobl#^ inside slim ; 

Von aussen Friedrich^ von inrmi Outside Friedrich, inside Ephraim. 

Mphraim^m ^ 

SK • 

5By this timfij, whatever of money, from any source, can he scraped 
together iif Frijdrieh’s world, flows wholly into the Army-Chest, as the 
real citadel of life. In these latttsr years of the War, beginning, 
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l>^ i£ 11101167 i nolKidy of that kind soos the colour evon of had coin ; 
hut is paid on^ in "Fapor Assignments/* in Premises to Fay after 
the Peace/* These’Paper Documents made no pretence to the fmk of 
Currency : such holders of them as had money, or friends, and could 
wait, -got punctuaL payment when thC term did arrive ; but those that 
could not, suffered greatly; ha^ung to negotiate their debentures on 
ruinous terms,— -sometimes at an expense of three-fourths,— I will add 
Friedrich’s practical Schedule of AmountiJfrom all thijjse %"arious Sources ; 
^ and what Friedrich’s own view of the Sources was, when he could survey 
them from the safe distance. 

^"Scheduk of Amounts" (say fSf 1761)1 ^To make-up the Twenty-iive 
Million thalers, necessary for the Army, the:!e are : 

'From oiir Prussian Countries ruined, harried as they Thalers 

have been, 4 millions only. 

From Saxony and the other Wringings, • . . 7. millions, 

English Subsidy (4 of good^gold ; becoppered into 
double), . . . . . • - ♦ , 8 „ 

From Ephraim and Ms Farm of the Mint {Mum-Patent), 7 ,» 

In sum Twenty-six Millions ; leaving you one Million of margin, — and 
always a plenty of cash in hand for incidental sundries/ 

^ Friedrich’s own view of th'^se sad matters, as he closes his Eistorif of 
the Seven-Years War* (at J Berlin, 17tli December 1763*), ^is in these 
words; ^^May Heaven grant, — Heaven deign to look down on the 
paltry concerns of men, — that the unalterable and flourishing destiny of 
this Country preserve the Sovereigns who shall goveni it from the 
scourg^ and calamities which Prussia has suffered in these times of 
troui)!^ o^d §^ubversion ; that they may never again be forced to recur 
to tbe^violent and fatal remedies which we (fon) have been obliged to 
employ iu maintenance of the State against the ambitious hatred of the 
Sovereigns of Europe, who wished to annihilate the House of Branden- 
burg, and exterminate from the vrorld whatever bore the Prussian 

name!” *2 

(^4he Swmll-Warjn Spring 1769. nere are Five Disrup- 
tions of that grand Cordon (February — ^April) ; and 
® Ferdinand of Brimswklc fights his Baitfe - (fi Bergen 
\ (April 13th) 

-» 

being denied an aggressive course l:his Year, by 
no means sits idly expectant and defensive in the interim; 
but, all the more vigorously, as is observable, from J^ebruary 
Ereuss, ii« 388. ® (Euvrss de Pridirk^ v. 234* 




P ' r^.", 

' ”" * • * 


tH. L] PRELIMINABIES TO FOUip’H CAMPAIGN 18 

► Jaii.-April X7593 ^ ^ « 

oBwardsj strikes-ont from him on every side : endeavouring to 
spoil the Enemyis Magazines, and cripple liis^^perations in 
that*Way. So that there was, all winter through, a good 
deal of Small-War (some of It not Small), of more importance 
than usual, — chiefly of Friedrichis originating, with the above 
view, or^of Ferdinand his Allyis, on a still more pressing 
score. And, dk the whole, tltit immense Austrian-French 
Cordon, wMch goes from the Carpathians to the Ocean, had ♦ 
by no means a quiet time ; but broken into, and violently 
hurled back, in difie»ent parts : some four, or even five, 
attacks upon it in all ; three of them by Prince Henri,^ — in 
two of which Duke Ferdinand^ people cooperated ; the 
business being for mutual behoof. These latter Three were 
famous in the world, that Wirifcer ; and indeed are still 
recognisable as brilliant procedures of their kind ; though, 
except dates and results, we can afford almost nothing of* 
them here. These Three, intended chiefly against Beichs 
people and their Posts and Magazmes, feI!*out on the western 
and middle part of the Cordon. Aifother attack w'as in the 
extreme eastward, and was for Friedrich** s own behoof ; dnder 
FouquePs management; — intended against the Austrian- 
Moravian Magazines and Preparations, but had little 
Still another assault, or invasive outroad, northward agUkst 
the Russian Magazines, there also was ; of %hirii bytaftcf l)y. » 
Besides all which, and more memorable than all, Duke 
Ferdinand, for vital reasons of his own, fought a Battle this 
Spring, considerable Battle, and did not gain it ; which made • 
great noise in the world. 

It is not necessary the reader should loM his memory with 
details of ali^ these preliminary things; on the contrary, it is 
necessary that he keep his memory clear for the far more 
iifiportaiij: things that lie ahead of these, and entertain these 
in a summary way, as a kind of foreground to what is 
Perhaps the following Fractions of Note, which put mattew 
in something of Chronological or Symoptical ft)rm, will suffix 
Mm, or more than suffice. He is to ttnilerstand that^the 
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gland 6ig of War, this Year, gradually turns-out not to be 
hereabouts, nor with Daun £«id his adja<*eiK:ies at all, but 
with the Russians, who arrive from the opposite Northern 
quarter ; and that all else will prove to be merely prefatory 
and nugatory in comparison* 


January 17^9 : Frankfuri-on-Mayn^ though it u a Eeichatadt^ finds 
itself suddenly become Freiich. ^ Prince de Soubise lies Between Mayn 
and, Lalm, with bis 25^000 ; li^jantifully safe and convenient, — tbongli 
ill-off for a place-of-arms in those parts. jDpulent Frankfurt, on Ms 
right; how handy would that be, were not Reichs Law so express#! 
Marburg, Giessen are outposts of his ; on which side one of Ferdinand's 
people. Prince von Ysenburg, watches him with an 8 or 10,000, capable 
of mischief in that quarter. 

^ On the Eve of Newyear's daf-, or on the auspicious Day itself, Soubise 
requests, of the Frankfurt Authorities, permission for a regiment of his 
to march through that Imperial City. To which, by law and theory, the 
Imperial City can say Yes or No; but practically cannot, without grave 
inconvenience, say other than^ Yes, though most Frankfurters wish it 
could. Yes,'' answer the Frankfurt Magnates ; Yes, surely, under the 
known conditions. Tuesd^ January 2d, about 5 in the morning, w%ile 
ail m still dark in Frankfurt, regiment Nassau appears, accordingly, at 
the Sachsenhausen Gate, Townguard people all ready to^ receive it and 
escort it through ; and is admitted as usual. Quite usual : but instead 
of being escorted through, it orders, in calm peremptory voice, ike 
Townguard, To ground arms ; with calm rapidity proceeds to admit ten 
other *^ments orlaattalions, six of them German; seizes the artillery 
on the Walls, seizes all the other Gates :~and poor Frankfurt finds 
itself tied hand and foot, almost before it is out of bed I Done with 
great exactitude, with the minimum of confusion, and without a hurt 
skin to anybody. The Inhabitants stood silent, gazing ; the Townguard 
laid down their arms, and went home. Totally against law ; but cleverly 
done ; perhaps Soubi^e's chief exploit in the world ; certainly the one 
real success the French have yet had. 

^^oubise made haste to summon the Magistrates : LZ.w of Necessity 
alone, most honoured Sirs 1 Reichs Law is clear against me. But all 
the more shall private liberties, religions, properties, In tMs Impeml 
be sacred to us. Defence against any aggi^ssion ; and the 
strictest discipline observed. Depend on me, 1 bid you ! "—And kept 
his word to an honourable degree, they say ; or in absence, made it be 
kept, during the Pour Years that follow. Most Frankfurters are, at 
h^, rAnti-French:^ but SouMse's affability was perfect: and he gave 


en. I.] PRELIMINAMES TO FOUHTH CAMPAIGN IS 

• j6th Feb,“3d March 1759] ^ ^ 

evening parties of a sublime character; the Magistotes all %|iearing 
there, in their square perukes and long gotras, with a mosmful joy/ * 

* Soubise soon went Some, to assist in important businesses,-— “Invasion 
of England, no less ; let England look to itself this Summer 1 —and 
Brpglio succeeded him, as Army4>'aptain in the Frankfurt parts ^ with 
laurels accruing, more or less. Soubi^, like Broglio, began with Ross- 
bach; Soubise ends with Frankfurt, forjhie present; where Bhoglio also 
gains his cfiief l^ur«is, as will shortly b| seen. Frankfurt is a great gahi 
to France, though an illicit one. It puts a bar on Duke Ferdinand in 
that quarter; secures a starting-point for attacks on Hessen, Hanover; * 
for cooperation with Contad|js &nd this* Lower Rhine. It is the 4>ne 
success France has yet hadsin this ^Far, or pretty much that it ever had 
ih it Due to Prince de Soubise, in that illegal fashion. — highly 
remarkable little Boy, now in his tenth year, Johann Wolfgang Goethe, 
has his wondering eyes on these things : and, short while hence, meets 
daily, on the stairs and lobbies at home, a pleasant French Official 
Gentleman who is quartered there ; between whom and Papa occur rubs, 

— as readers may remember, and shall hear in April coming. 

Grand Cordmi disrupted: Erfurt Country y 16th February — 2d March • 

^ About SIX weeks after this Frankfurt achievement, certain Reichsfolk 
and Austrian Auxiliaries are observed to cutfcing-down endless timber, 

18,800 palisades, 6,000 trees of 60 feet,” and other huge furnishingsj 
from the poor Duke of Gotha’s woods; evidently meaning to fortify 
themselves in Erfurt Upon which Prince Henri detaches a Gefieral 
Knobloch thitijprward, Duke Ferdinand contributing 4,000 to meet him 
there; which combined expedition, after some sharp knocki^ and 
shoving, entirely disrooted the Austrians and EeichsOdk, and sent them 
packing. Had them quite torn-out by the end of the month ; and* Mid 
planned to attack them on two sides at once ” (J^!a?ch 2d), viA % view » 
of swallowing them whole, — when they (these Eekhs Volsclans, in such 
a state of flutter) privately hastened off, one and all of them, the day 
before.’^ 

This was Breakage First of the grand Cordon ; an explosive hurling of 
it back out of those Erfurt parts. Done by Prince Henrfs people, in 
concert with Duke Ferdiiiand’s,~who were mutifelly intir«ted in* the 
thing. 

Breakage Se^Sid : Erfurt-Fulda Country^ Zlst March'-^Bih April ^ AITout 
end of March, these intrusive Austrian Eeichsfolk made some attempt 
to come buck into those Countries; but again got nothing but hard 
kllocks ; and gave-up the Erfui*% project For, close following 
Mrsty there was a Second still deeper and rougher Breakage, in those 

^ Tempeihof, iii. 7-S ; Stenzel, v. 198-200. * 

® Narrative, in MMen-’GeseMcMtey v. it)22 et seq% 
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10^ if wf ,f 1 fi ® presently), with an 8 or 

I^fwA ?J« asual fiery manner; home into tfie very boweh- of the' 

SoSirtonl “ ^ onward); and returning with “above 

him •" ^swU b?f “ weU frightened behind 

time for Duke Ferdinand’s Adventure’ (in fact, for his 

Prhfce of jhich we are to hear). ‘ Had been well assisted by 

and wl^tr dangerous <bmonstratio-is in thS distance,” 

■ thk Itae M r f the interest was chiefly Ferdinand’s 

2 *™®;^,-C‘»'^temporary with that I^rsl Erfurt Business, there went 

the sLie qaite. opposite direction, another of 

tile same too curious to be omitted. ^ 

o/FeW?v fVn! fTf r*' 2m-MarcA 4ti. ^n the end 

rioD-a 4 . n^J 't'^hersnow, an active man, was detached from 

Posen way. To overturn ke Russian ,flLTon 

Sfncf rft’ into a certain high-flying 

i ol^k, a Prince Sulkowski ot those parts ; who with all diligence fe 

gathering food, in expectation of the Russian advent; and in^ed has 
- formally “ declared War against the King of Prussia ” ; haTng the rigM 

sth'Iffairr high^thonSin 

such affairs. The Russians and their wars are dear to Sulkowski He 
dell pnsoner in their cause, at Zorndorf, last Autumn ; was stuck like 
Cus^n hEnself among them, into the vaulted parts of 

gj lot 111 a benign way^ on the captive Dignitanes, that hot 

provided for yourselves '’’ 

il 4- but ceWe to i 

inexorable, deaf to remoustrance. Which possiblv mav b^» 

,, oo^Uted to kinelle Sulkowski into these extremely i%h prlcSni^ 

person itself; and in one kckler w’«n g 

by thf " Tf""' 

a“£rl‘tf <■««* loeM to Oleg.,, toft Kto’i,„tIo“ 

a. to ofL =•”«"• 

* lli*t am, toght. to a. ndghboorhood of to 
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^ Tempeibof, iii. 19.22. 
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and Reisen (Sulkowski's dominion)^ about thirty miles nortS-east of 
Glogau, Sulkowski done next day; — part of the capt^je is fifteen 
' small guns.” WoberJIiow goes^ next^ for Posen ; arrives^ 2Sik Feh*mr^; 
destroys Russian Magazine, ransoms Jews. Shoots-out other detach- 
ments on the Magazine Enterprise ; — detaches Platen along the l^arta, 
where are pieked-up various items, amon|i others eighty tuns of brand}’^/' 

— but himself proceeds no farther than l^sen. March 4^/^, sets-out again 
from Posen* ho|ne^"p%rds/ ^ W% shall jj^ear again of W^obersno^^, in # 
much moi’e imgortant way, before long. .... ^ 

To the Polish Republic so^alted, Ftifedidch explained politely, mot 
apologetically : ^ Since you sdlow the Russians to march through you in 
atJtack of me, it is evident to your just minds that the attacked party 
^nust have similar privilege/ ^ Truly / answered they, in their just 
minds, generally ; and made no complaint about Sulkowski (though 
Polish Majesty and Primate endeavoured to be loud about ^Invasion’ 
and the like) : — and indeed Polish Repuhfic was lying, for a long while 
past, as if broken-backed, on the public highway; a Nation anarchic 
every fibre of it, and under the feet and hoofs of travelling Neighbours, « 
especially of Russian Neighbours ; and is not now capable of saying much 
for itself in such cases, or of doing anything at all, 

Frankfurt Country, April IZth: Duke Ferdinand's Battle of Bergen f 
^ Duke Ferdinand, fully aware what a stroke*that seizure of Frankfurt 
was to him, resolved to risk a long march at this bad season, and atteinpt 
to drive the French out. Contades was absent in Paris,— no fear of an 
attack from Contades*s Army ; Broglio*s in Frankfurt, grown now twbout 
35,000, can perhaps be beaten if vigorously attacked. Ferdinand appoints 
a rendezvous at hkilda, of various Corps, Prince Yseuburg’s and oth^S, 
that lie nearest, Hessians many of them, Han over ians^o the rs ; |)»oeeeds, * 
himself, to Fulda, with a few attendants' (a drive of about 200 miles) 
having left Lord George Sackville' (mark the sad name of him I) ^ — Sack- 
vilie, head of the English, and General Sporken, a Hanoverian, — ^to take 
charge in Munster Country, during his absence. It w\is from Fulda that 
he shot-out the Hereditary Prince on that important ErraiijJ lately 
spoke of, under the head of Breakage Second f -Namely, to clear his 
right flank, and scare the Reich well off him, wiiile he should be march- 
ing^ on Frankfitift All which, Henri assisting from the dishmee, tTie 
Hereditary Prince performed to perfection,— and was back {April mh) in 
excellent tirfte for* the Battle, 

^Terdinand stayed hardly a day4n Fulda, ranking himself and 

^ MmkrMt mn der UnUrmhnung des Cemral-'MaJors wm WoBersnm m 
pQlm, im Feb, uud Mdrz 1759 s ii. 526-539, IMdm* 

C^sehichU, V, 829, ■ * • 
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on the road. Bid his long march of above 100 miles without accident or 
loss of time ^-^r-of course scaring home the Brogiio ^Outposts an haste 
enough^ and awakening Broglio’s attention in a high degree f — and 
arrives^ Thursday April 12thj at Windecken^ a Village about fifteen miles 
nortbh^ast of Frankfurt ; where he pauses the night under arms ; intend- 
ing Battle ^on the morrow. Brogiio is all assembled^ 35^000 strong ; his 
Assailantj, with the Hereditary* Prince come in, counts rather under 
3^,000. Broglio is posted in, and on bot!l sides of, Bergen, a high-lying 
Village, directly on Ferdinand^s road to Frankfurt Windecken is 
about fifteen miles from Frankfurt; Bergen about six z—idle Tourisls of 
ouf time, on their return from 'Tlombhrg^ to that City, leave Bergen a 
little on their left The ground is mere'* hills, woody dales, marshy 
brooks ^ Broglio's position, with its Village, and Hill, and ravines and 
advantages, is the choicest of the region; and Broglio*s methods, pro- 
ures and arrangements in it are applauded by all judges. 

MHday I2th April 1769, Ferdinand is astir by daybreak; comes on, 
--*ong one of those wmody valleys, pickeering, reconnoitering ; — in the 
end, directly up the Hill of Bergen ; straight upon the key-point It is 
^ about 10 A.M., when the batteries and musketries awaken there ; very 
loud indeed, for perhaps tw^o hours or more. Prince von Ysenburg is 
leader of Ferdmand*s attackimg party. Their attack is hot and fierce, 
and they stick to it steadily; though garden-hedges, orchards and 
impediments are many, and Broglio, with much cannon helping, makes 
vigorous defence. These Ysenburgers fought till their cartridges were 
nearly spent, and Ysenburg himself lay killed ; but xould not take 
Bergen. Nor could the Hereditary Prince ; who, in aid of them, tried 
ip flank, with his own usual impetuosity rekindling theins, and at firsl 
pie success |,,but was himself taken in flamk by Broglio*s Eeserve, 
il%ed to desist. No getting of Bergen by that method, 
f Military critics say coolly, ^^You should have smashed it well with 
, first” (which Ferdinand had not in stock here); ‘^^and especially 
flung grenadoes into it, till it was well in flame : impossible other- 
Tile Ysenburgers and Hereditary Prince withdraw. No pursuit 
; or almost less than none ; for the one or two French regiments 
ed it (againsf order), nearly got cut-up. Broglio, like' a very 
at Kolin, had strictly forbidden all such attempts: no 

ation quit your ground ! ” ^ ^ 

Battle, after this, lay quiet all afternoon ; Ferdinand stil^ in 
motioning much, to tempt French valour into cha^ng of Mm. 
in vain : Broglio, though his sl^balterns kept urging, remonstfat- 
iW peremptory not to stir. Whereupon, towards evening, across 
|:^^woody Heights, perhaps still witli some hope of drawing him 

^ Mauvillon, ii. 19. 
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out^ Ferdinand made some languid attempt on Broglio s wing^ or wings ; 
•—■and this also failipg^.had to give-np the affair. He con'^ued cannon- 
’ ading Ml deep in the night ; withdrew to Windecken : and about two 
next mornings marched {or home^ — still with little or no pursuit: but 
without hope of Frankfiyrt henceforth. And^ in fact^ has a painful 
Summer ahead. ' ■ ^ 

^ Ferdinand had lost 5 cannon^ and of Jcilled and wounded 2^500 ; the 
French counted nfche^ loss at abfut The joy of France over this 

immense victory was extraordinary. Broglio was made Prince of the 
Reich, Marechal de France ; would have been raised to the stars, had 
one been able, — for the time ibeihg. ^•And your immense victory,'**so 
sneered the bystanders, Consists m not being beaten, under those 
excellent conditions ; — perhaps victory is -a rarity just now V** m 
This is the Battle which our Boy-Friend Johann Wolfgang watched 
with such interest, from his garret-window, hour after hour ; all Frank- 
furt simmering round him, in such a whirlpool of self-contradictory 
emotions; till towards evening, when, in long rows of carts, poor 
wounded Hessians and Hanoverians came jolting in, and melted every 
heart into pity, into wailing sorrow, and eagerness to help. A little 
later. Papa Goethe, stepping down stairs, came across the Official French 
Gentleman ; who said radiantly ; ^ Boubtltss you congratulate yourself 
and us on this victory to his Majesty*s arms.’ JNot a whit (Keinemmgs %* ' 
answered Papa Goethe, a stiff kind of man, nowise in the mood of con- 
gratulating : ^ on the contrary, I wish they had chased you to the Devil, 
though I had had to go too !’ Which wm a great relief to Ms feelings, 
though a dangerous one in the circumstances.® -*• 

Breakage Third: Over the Metal Mountuim into Bohmen (Apr|/14^4-20|J^)* 
^Ferdinand’s Battle was hardly ending, when Prince Ijenri poured aerals 
the Mountains, — in two columns, Hulsen leading the inferior 0? right- 
most one, — into Leitmeritz-Eger Country ; and made a most successful 
business of the Austrian Magazines he found there. Magazine’s all 
filled; Enemy all galloping for Frag:— Daun himself, who is sitting 
vigilant, far in the interior, at Jaromirtz this month past, was thrown 
into huge furry, for some days! Speedy Henri (almost Oifi the one 
condition of being speedy) had his own will of the* Magazines : burnt, 
Huisen and he, about 000,0001. worth” of Austrian provender in tho^e 
par^, "" what would have kept 50,000 men five months in bread” (not to 


^ Mauvillon, ii. 10-19 ; Tempelhof, iii 26-31, 

» Goethe’s Werke (Stuttgart und Tubingen, 1829), xxiv. 
i) 153-157. , , 
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* aWy lattt© and retard eertain of Ms operations tlirongh the Snmmer. 
Speedy Henri ^fnarched for home April 20th; and was all across the 
Mountaias April 23d : a profitable swift nine days/^ — And on thf^ sixth 
day hence he will have something* similar^ and still more important^ on 
foot # A swift man^ when he must ! # 

Breakage Fourth: hito Miihrem {April ^This is Fouquefs 

attempt^ afluded to above ; of f Inch, — as every reader must he satisfied 
w4tli Sdiali-War^ — we will give #nly th# dates, l^tniqget^ ^ranking at 
^ Leobsclnltz, in Neisse Country, did break-through into Mahren, pushing 
the Austrians before him ; but found the Magazines either emptied, or 
too*' inaccessible, for any wortK^^Hhey ha^; — could do nothing on the 
Magazines ; and returned without result ; liiome at Leobschiitz again on 
the iiftk day/ - This, howeveryhad a sequel for Fouquet; which, as H 
brought the King himself into those neighbourhoods, w-e shall have to 
mention, farther on. 

. Breakage Fifth : Into Franker^ {May 5th — June let). ^ I’his was Prince 
Henri’s Invasion of the Bamberg-Nnrnberg Countries ; a much sharper 
thing than in any former Year. Much the most famous, and,’ luckily 
*■ for us, ^ the last of the Small-War affairs for the present. Steted, — 
from Tschopau region, Bamberg way,— April 29th-May 5th. In Three 
Columns : Finck leftmost, and foremost (Finck had marched April 29th, 
pretending to mean for Bohemia) ; after whom Knohloch ; and (May 
5th) the Prince himself. f"Fho has an eye to the Reich s Magazines and 
Preparations, as usual ; — nay, an eye to their Camp of Rendezvous, and 
to a fight w’ith their misceiianeous Selves and Auxiliaries, if they will 
stand "^ght, You will have to leave Saxony, and lielp us with the 
Eu^ians, so^an : beat those Eeichs people fiist!” urged the King; 
beaten, thev will not trouMe Saxony for a while/’ If they will 
^ stand fi|ht? But they w^ould not at all. They struck tlieir tents every- 
where ; burnt their own Magazines, in some cases ; and only went mazing 
hither and thither, — gravitating all upon Niimberg, and an impregnable 
Camp which they have in that neighbourhood. Supreme Zweibruck 'wss 
himself with them ; many Croats, Austrians, led by AJaguire and others ; 
all inarching, w*hirling at a mighty rate; with a countenance sometimes 
of vigour, but alw'a/s with Nurnberg Camp in rear. There was swift 
marching, really beautiful manmuvring here and there; sharp bits of 
dghting, too, almost in the battle-form Maguire tfi§d, or was for 
trying, a stroke with Finck ; but made-off hastily, glad to get away,^^ 
AI ot 11th, at Himmelskron in Bairenth, one Hiedesel oi theirs had fairly 
top^und arms, self and 2,500, and b^ome prisoners of' war/ Muc?I of 

^ Tempelhof, iii. 47“53 J Melde^i’'Gesi:kkhtef v. 963-966* 

® M^Mm-Gesekuhte^ v. 958-963 1 Tempelhof, iii. 44-47. 

^ r 3 Tempelhof, iii. 64, 
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this mauosuvriiig and scuffling was in Baireutlx Territory* T wke^ or 

even thrice^ Prince Henri was in Baireuth Town : ** i]%rclied tlircmgh 
Baireiftli/ say the ^careless OM Books. Through Baireuth ; No 
Willielmina now there^ with her tremulous melodies of welcome 1 
Wiihelmina’s loves^ and terrors f<*r her loveci^ are nof all still. Pfrhaps 
her poor Daughter of Wiirtembergj franderiiig unjustly disgraced^ is 
there ; P^a^, the Widower Margraf, Is for marrying again : ^ — m&rch 
on^ Prince HeBri ! * ^ 

^In Bamb^g/ says a Note from Archenholtz^ Hhe Ileiehs troops 
burnt their Magazine ; and made for Nurnherg^ as usual ; hut left 
some tliousaiid or two of Csoats^ whl?*Vouid not yet.^ Knobloch •and 
his Prussians appeared shoiQly after ; summoned Bamberg, which agreed 
fo receive them ; and were for taking possession ; but found the Croats 
determined otherwise. Fight ensued ; light in the streets ; which, in 
hideousness of noises, if in iiotliiiig else, w^as beyond parallel, llie in- 
habitants sat all quaking in their celiai;g ; not an inhabitant uas to be 
seen : a City dead, — and given-up to the demons, in this manner. Not 
for some hours w^ere the Croats got entirely trampled-out. Bamberg, as 
usual, became a Prussian place-of-arms ; was charged to pay ransom of • 
40,000/.; — cannot possibly!” — did pay some 14,000/., and gave bills 
for the remainder.^ Which bills, let i*s mark withal, the Kaiser hi 
Keichs Diet decreed to be invalid : Don't pay them 1” A thing ncA 
forgotten by Friedrich ; — though it is understood the Bambergers, lest 
worse might happen, privately paid their bills* ^ The Expedition, lasted, 
in whole^ not <|nite four weeks : June 1st, Prince Henri was at the Saxon 
frontier again ; the German world all ringing loud, — in jidfilation, 
counter-jubilation and a great variety of tones, — with tlie^noisc of what 
he had done. A sharp swift man ; and, sure enou|jli, has* iluiterecl^the 
Eeichs Voiscians in their Corioli to an unexpected degree.'^ ^ < 

A Colonel Wunsch (Lieutenant-Colonel of the Free-C«)rps Wumeh) 
distinguished himself in this Expedition ; the beginning of Botidiiy 
gi*eat things to him in the few following months. Wunsch is a Wur- 
temberger by birth; has been in many services, always in subaltern 
posts, and, this year, will testify strangely how worthy Im was of the 
higher. What a Year, this of 1759, to stout did Wunsch i In* the 
Spring, here has he just seen Ms poor son. Lieutenant Wunsch, perish 
in one of these scuffles ; in Autumn, he will see himself a General, 

^ Married 20th September 1759 (a Brunswick Princess, Sister’s-daughler of Ms 
late Wife) ; died\vithin four years. ^ 

^ Arckenholtz, i. 371-3. 

® Seyfarih, Beyiagen, ii. 537 “S %5 Beriehtmnder Unt€mehmMng dis Brimun 
in Franksn, im/akr 1759 ; v, 1033- 1039 ; Teift* 

pelhof, iii. 58 et seq. • ^ m 
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Bliiiiii3ig ^Buideiily briglit, to liis King* luad to all the worM; before 
Winter, he irp be Frisoeer to Austria, and eoiipeed^ for the rest of this 
War I — Kleist, of the Qreen llmmrsj also mad© a figure beHa ; and " 
onwards rapidly ever Mgber ; to the top of renown in his busine» 
failep heir to Mayor's place, as it wete. A Mote says ; ^ Poor Mayer of 
the Free-Corps does not ride wj^h the Prince on this occasion* Mayer, 
dangerously worn-down with tl^ hard services of last Year, and himself 
a man of too sleepless temper, c^ight a ibver in the Nei%-year time ; and 
died within few days: burnt away before his time; mucjb regretted by 
his Brethren of the Army, and some few others. Gone in this way; 
with a high career just openii^N^n hifii ^ the long last ! Mayer was of 
Austrian, of half Spanish birth ; a musical, lasally melodious, affectionate, 
but indignant, wildly stormful mortal; and had had adventures withofit 
end. Something of pathos, of tragedy, in the wild Life of him.^ A 
man of considerable genius, military and other :~~genius in the sleepless 
kind, which is not the best kind ; sometimes a very bad kind. The fame 
of Friedrich invites such people from all sides of the world ; and this 
was no doubt a sensible help to him.’ — ^But enough of all this. 

Here, surely, is abundance of preliminaiy Small- War, on 
the part of a Friedrich reduced to the defensive i — FouqueFs 
Sequel, hinted-at abo^e, was to this eflFect. On FouqueFs 
failing to get hold of the Moravian Magazines, and returning 
to his Post at Leobschiitz, a certain rash General Deville, 
who % Austrian chief in those parts, hastily rushed through 
' thet, J^em^Jorf Hills, and invaded Fouquet. Only for a few 
and 'had^ery bad success, in that bit of retaliation. 
The ifing, who is in Landshut, in the middle of his main 
cantonments, hastened over to Leobschiitz with reinforcement 
to Fouquet ; in the thought that a finishing-stroke might be 
done on this Deville; — and would have done it, had not 
the rash ^man p|unged-oflP again (May 1st, or the night 
before) ; homewards, at full speed. So that Friedrich, like- 
wfce at full speed, could catch nothing of hinf but merejy 
cannonade Mm in the Passes of Zuckmantel, and cut-ofF ps 
4 l^^ard of Croats. Poor forlorn of Croats, whom he had 

^ Still worth reading ; in Pauli (our old watery Brandenburg- Friend), 
'Z$bm ^mer Meidm (Halle, I759-I7% 9 volt), iii 142 - 1 SS;— much the be&t 
Piece in that still rather watery (or wmdy) Collection, which, however, It 
tolerable Portraits. 
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left in some bushy Chasm ; to gain him a little tftne, ami 
then to perish if must ! as Tempelhof renikrics*^ Upon 
which Friedrich returned to Landshut ; and Fouquet had 
peace again. ^ 

m 

It from this Landshut region, where his maiii canton- 
ments are, that iFriedrich ^ad winessed all these Inroads, 5 r 
all except the very earliest of them ; the first Erfurt one, and * 
the Wobersnow-Sulkowski. He #tad quitted Breslau in ihe 
end of March, and gone to his cantonments ; quickened 
thither, probably, by a stroke that had befallen Jhiim at 
Griefenberg, on his Silesian side of the Cordon. At Griefen- 
berg stood the Battalion Diiringshofen, with its Colonel of 
the same name, — grenadier people of good quality, perhaps 
near 1,000 in whole. Which Battalion, General Beck, after 
long preliminary study of it, from his Bohemian side, — * 
marching stealthily on it, one night (March 25 -^ 6 th) by 
two or more roads, with 8,000 men, and much preliminary 
Croat- work, — contrived to envelope wholly, and carry off with 
him, before help could come up, Ihis, I suppose, •had 
quickened Rriedriclfs arrival. He has been in that region 
ever since, — in Landshut for the last week or two?^ and 
returns thither after the Deville affair. * ^ 

And at Landshut, — which is the main jJSlss into Bohemia ^ 
or from it, and is the grand observatory-point at present, — he 
will have to remain till the first days of July ; almost three 
months. Watching, and waiting on the tedious Daun, who 
has the lifting of the curtain this Year ! Daun had come 
to Jaromirtz, to his cantonments, «MaFch 24tl’ (almost 
simultaneously with Friedrich to his) ; expecting Friedrichls 
Invasion, aS usual. Long days sat Daun, expecting the King 
in Bohemia There goes he, at last!" thought Daun, m 
Prince Henrfs late fiamy appearance there {Brmka^ 
we labelled it); — and Daun had hastily pushed a Division 
thitherward, double-quick, to secure Rrag ; but found it was 
^ Tempclliof, iii. 56. * ■ . * 
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only thS Magazines. ^ Above four-millions worth' (600,OOGlj 
counting the thalers into sterling)} ‘ above fbnr-millions^worth 
of bread and forage gone to ashes, and the very boats 
burnt? Well; the poor Reich^olk, or our poor Auxiliaries 
to them, will have empty Imversacks : — but it is not Prag ! ' 
thinks Damn r » <* 

I' At what exact point of tfnie Dann came to s& that Fried- 
rich was not intending Invasion, and would, on fiie contrary, 
require to be invaded, I not kjptow. Ihit it must have 
-been an interesting discovery to Datirf, if he foreshadowed 
to himself what results it would have on him : Taking the 
defensive, then ? And what is to become of one's Cuuctator- 
Aip in that case i ’ Yes, truly, Ciinctatorship is not now 
the trade needed ; there is nothing to be made of playing 
plhius-Cunctator : — and Daun's fame hencefortli is a diininish- 

fj'i’V*'- , 

ciiig quantity. The Books say he ‘ wasted above five %veeks in 

RE ponding with the Russian Generals.’ In fad', he had 
reeks enough on hand ; being articulately resolved (and 
commanded by Kriegshofrath) to do nothing till the 
ians came up; — and also (anartieulately ami by com- 
of Nature) to do as little as possible fdter ! This 
and indeed all years following, the Russians are to be 
b«t <^td. 


Waiting for three months here till the curtain rose, it was 
i^rich that had to play Cunctator. A wearisome task 
him, we need not doubt. But he did it wilh anxious 
ilance ; ^ever thinking Daim would try something, either on 
nee Henri or oil him, and that the Play would begin. But 

S '^Iay did net. There was endless scuffling |*.iKi bickering 
; much hitching and counter-hitching'', along thEt 
heraian-Silesian Frontier, — Daun gradually^ liit<P.iing % 
northwards, to be neficrer his Itussiaiis ; Friedrich 
Kfe.»rMtehing, and, in the end, detaching agaiiist the 
ssians,-as they approached in actuality. The details of all 
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came^ had both parties got into the Lausitz ; D^iin mto an 
.impregnable Cai!i3|^ near Mark-Lissa (in Gbriitf Country); 
Friedrich, opposite and eastward of him, into another at 
Schmottseifen : — still after ^^iiich, as the Riigsians still |^ere 
not come, the hitching (if we cooM concern ourselves with it), 
the maze^of strategic shuffling and counter-dancing, the 
Russians get fiearer, will become iflore intricate than ever. 

Except tlM of General Beck on Battalion Dliringshofen, 
— if that was meant as and was not rather nn 

originality of Beck's, wl:^ is expert at such strokes, — Daun, 
in return for all these injurious Assaults and BrecA:ages, 
tried little or no retaliation ; and got absolutely none. 
Deville attempted once, as we saw ; Loudon once, as perhaps 
we shall see : but both proved futile. For the present 
absolutely none. Next Year indeed, Loudon, on Fouqiiet 
at Laiidshut — But let us not anticipate ! Just before quit- 
ting Landshut for Schmottseifen, Friedrich himself rode into 
Bohemia, to look more narrowly ; and held Traiitenaii, at 
the bottom of the Pass, for a day or^two — But tlie reader 
has had enough of Small -War! Of the present Loudon 
-attempt, Fridflrich, writing to Brother Henri, who is just 
home from his Franconian Invasion {Brcaliage Flfih\ has a 
casual word,' which we will quote. ‘ Reich- Hem 

below Landshut, farther dowm the Pass ; ® Liebair" *still 

farther down, — and its ^ Gallows,' doubtless, is on some knoll 
in the environs i 

Mekh-JIen7iersdorfi 9ih June. ‘ My congratulations on the 
excellent success you have had ' (out in Frankenland yonder) ! 
Your prisoners, ive hear, are 8,000 ; the desertion and eon- 
fusion in the Jleichs Army are affirmed to be enormous 
gife those fieichs fellows two good montlis' (scarcely took 
.so tong) h§ in a condition to show face again. As for 
outselves,! caif send you nothing but contemptibilities. We 
have neter yet had the beatific vision of. Him with the Hat 
and CJoBsecrated Sword ’ (Papal Daun, that is) ; they amuse 
us with the Sieur Loudon instead ;—wh6, three days *8^' 
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(Ttli July, t;wo days) ^did us the honour of a visit, at the 
Gallows of Liebau, He was conducted 4>ut again, lyith all. 
the politeness imaginable, on to near SchatzlaiV well over 
the- Bohemian. Border; «where»-we flung a score of cannon 
volleys into the — ^into thC ‘ derr^re of him, and eveiybody 
returned home.’ ^ ^ 

Perhaps the only points now noticeable in this tedious 
Landshut interim, are Two, hardly noticed then" at all by an 
e:2:pectant world. The fet is: ,That in the King'^s little 
inroad down to Trautenau, just mentioned, four cannon drawn 
by hfirses were part of the King’s fighting gear, — the first 
appearance of Hoi*se Artillery in the world. ^ A very great 
invention,’ says the militoy mind : ^ guns and carriages are 
light, and made of the best material for strength ; the 
gunners all mounted as postillions to them. Can scour 
along, over hill and dale, wWever horse can ; and burst out, 
on the sudden, where i^body was expecting artillery. De- 
vised in 1758; I'eadv this Year, four light six-pounders; 
trij^ first in the Kluge's raid down to Trautenau’ (June 
29th-30th). Only four pieces as yet. But these did so well, 
therp^ were yearly more. Imitated by the Austrians, and 
gradually by all the world.’ ^ 


life second fact is : That Herr Guichard (Author of that 
fine Book on the War-methods of the Greeks and Eomans) 
is still about Friedrich, as he has been for above a year past, 
if readers remember; and, during those tedious weeks, is 
admittec^. to a great deal of conversation with the King. 
Readers ‘will consent to this Note on Guichard; and this 
shall be our ultimatum on the wearisome ^Three Months 

at Landshut. ^ 

<*• 

Major Quinius Miim, ^Guichard Is hj hirtli a Pafdehiirger, age 
tbirty-fear ; a seMd staid man, ^with a goed deal of hard faculty 
in him, and of culture nmisnal for a soldier, A handy, “lafacioiis, 
learned and intelligent mm ; whom .Friedrieh, in the course of a year's 

y — — 

^ In 54*1%*, ii -65 s * 9th June ,iyS 9 ** * Sey&rth, i, 543, 
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experience, has grown to see willingly about him. Tliere is something 
^ of positive in Gnioliprd, of stiff and, as it were, gritty, whirfi might have 
oiFendef a weaker taste; but Friedricb likes tbe rugged sense of tka 
man j his real^ knowledge on certain interesting heads ; and the pre- 
cision with which the known and t»e not rightly known are divided rfrom 
one another, in Guichard. • 

Guichards business about the King has been miscellaneous, not 
worth mention Aitherto ; but to appearance was well done. Of talk 
they are begiiyiing to have more and more ; especially at Landshut 
here, in these days of waiting ; a great deal of talk on the Ware of 
the Ancients, Guichard’s Book,naturall^leading to that subject. Ohe 
night, dateable accidentally about the end of May, the topic happened 
to* be Pharsalia, and the excellent conduct of a certain Centusion of 
the Tenth Legion, who, seeing Pompey’s people about to take him 
m flank, suddenly flung himself into oblique order’ (schrUge-Stellung 
as we did at Leuthen), ‘thereby outfl^king Pompey’s people, and 
rnming their manoeuvre and them. “A dexterous man, that Quintus 
Icilius the Centurion ! ” observed Friedrich. « Ah, yes : but excuse me, 
pur Majesty, his name was Quintus Cseeilius," said Guichard. “No 
it was Icilius," said the King, positive to his opinion on that small 
point; which Guichard had not the art to let drop; though, except 
a^ertion and counter-assertion, what could be made of it there ? Or of 
what use was it anywhere ? * 

‘Next day, Guichard came with the Book’ (what ‘Book’ nobodv 
would evp yet tpU me), ‘and putting Lis finger on the passage, “See 
pur Majesty : Quintus CtecOius ! ’’ extinguished his royal oppdhent* 
Hm, answered Friedrich : “so?-Well, you shall be Quinturicilkis 
at My rate! _ And straightway had him entered o«.the Army Books 
Quintus Icihus : his Majorship is to be dated “ lOtu April 
and from and after this “SGth May 
1759 he is to command the late Du Verger’s Froe-Battalion. Ali 
which was done;— the War-Oifices somewhat astonished at such advent 
of an antique Roman among them; but writing as bidden, the hand 
oemg plam, and the man an undeniable article. Onward from which 
dme there is always a “Battalion Quintus’’ on thfir Books,^nstead of 
fettahon du Verier ; by degrees two BattaHons Quintus, and at lengtli 
hrae, and Quiistus become a Colonel at which point the War ended • 
md the three Fre^Battalions Quintus, like all others of the same type’ 
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aequamlaiiice^and ofleii came to see Mm at Berlia, does not^ witli ' 
BSiial punctitality^ say^ nor even confess tliat lie# lias f#rgotteii, wliat 
Book it was that Quintus brought with him to confute the Kin /^ m their 
Icilius-Ocilius controversy ; Nicolai only says^ that he, for ids part, In 
the^ fields of Roman Literature aiid'flistory, knows only three Quiatut- 
fciliiises;! not one of whom is o7 the least likeliliood ; and in fact, in the 
above summary, I hare had %<r^inveH my Nicolai on one to make 

^the story stick together.^ r ** 

^ Quintus had been bred for the clerical profession ; carefully, at 
various Universities, Leyden last of all ; and had even preaclied, as 
candidate for licence, — I lio^^ witir moderate orthodoxy ; — tluuigh he 
soon renounced that career. Exchanged! it for learned and vigorous 
geiieimi study, with an eye to some College Professorsldp instead, lie 
was still hardly twenty-three, w'hen, in 1747, tiie new Stattholder," 
Prince of Orange, M^hom we used to know, who luid his eye upon him 
as a youth of merit, graciously undertook to get him placed at Utrecht, 
in a vacancy which had just occurred there, — whither the Prince was 
just bound, on some ceremonial visit of a high nature, llie glad Quintus, 
at that time Guichard and little thinking of such an alias, hastened to 
set-off in the Prince's train ; but could get no conveyance, such was the 
press of people all for Utrec^it. And did not arrive till next day,— and 
found quarter, with difficulty, in the garret of some overflowing Inn. 

^ In the longer stories of his Inn, solitary Guichard, wdieii night fell, 
heard a specific gaudeamm going on ; and inquired what it was. 
company of Professors, handselling a newly-a])|>oint:Ml lb*ofcssor 
appiTmted, as tlie next question taught, to the very Chair poor Quintus 
h|^d come |prf Serene Highness could not help himself ; *the U'tracliters 
so bent on the thing. Quintus lay awake, all night, in Ids truckle- 
b6<f;‘^and gloomily resolved to have done vrith Professorships, and 
become a soldier. If your Serene Highness do still favour me,*' said 
Quintus next day, solicit, as the one help fi>r me, an eiisigifs 
commission r* — ^And persisted rigorously, In spite of all couiisellinga, 
promises and outlooks on the professorial side of things. vSo that Serene 
Highness^Jiad to grant him his commission; and Quintus W'as a soldier 
thenceforth. Fought, more or less, in the sad remainder of that 
gumberland-Saxe War ; and after the Peace of 1?48^ continued in the 
Butch service. IFhere, loath to be Idle, he got his iefrrxied Booka out 
again, and took to studying thoroughly the Ancient Art of "^Var. ilfter 
years of this, it had grown so hopeful that he proceeded tiTa Book upon 
it ; and, by degrees, determined tliaPhe must get to certain Libraries in 
England, before finishing. In 1754, on furlough, graeioii^y allowed 
and continued, he came to London accordingly ; finished hk maiiuscript 

* ^ Nicolai, An0M(}i£ni vi. 09-145, 


% p. 



# 




erf. I.] PRELIMWABlteS TO POUETil CAMPAIGN 29" 

17593 ^ • 

there (printed at the Hague 1757 ^): and new War having novrbegun^ 
went over (pj^bably^ with English introductions) as volurf|eer to Bake 
IFerdliiaild, By Duke Ferdinand he was recommended to Friedrich^ the 
goal of all his eiForts^ as of every vagrant soldieFs in those times:— and 
here at last^ as Quintus Icilius^ he h»s found permanent a Batfeyion 
and gradually three Battalions^j and will #ot need to roam any farther. 

* They say. what is very credible^ that Quintus proved an active, stout 
and effectual soldier^ 'm his kirni; and jjprhaps w^e may hear of sdme of# 
his small- war adventures by and by: that he was a stndiousj hard- 
headed^ well-inarmed man, and had written an excellent Book on his 
subject:, is still abundantly cl^r.^ Reaffters may look in the famoBS 
Gibbon's Autobiography^ or sSili better in the Guichard Book itself, if 
they want evidence. The famous Gibbon was drilling and wh§elmg, 
very peaceably indeed, in the Hampshire Militia, in those wild years of 
European War. Hampshire Militia served as key, or glossary in a sort, 
to this new Book of Guichard's, which Gibbon eagerly bought and 
studied ; and it was Guichard, alias Quintus Icilius, w'lio taught Gibbon 
all he ever knew of Ancient War, at least all the teaching he ever had 
of it, for his renowned Declim and FalV^ 

It was in the last days of June^that Datm, after many 
hitchings, got into more decisive general movement northward ; 
and slowly but steadily planted himself at Mark-Lissa in the 
Lausitz ; upon which, after some survey of the phenomenon, 
Friedrich got^ to Schmottseifen, opposite him, July y)th. 
Friedrich, on noticing such stir, had ridden down to Trautenau 
(June ^9[;h"60th), new Horse Artillery attmiding, to !oalf 
closer into DauiFs affairs ; and, seeing what they wertT, liad 
thereupon followed. Above a month before this, Friedrich 
had detached a considerable force against the Eiissians, — 
General Dohna, of whom in next Chapter :• — and both Daun 
and he again sit w^aiting, till they see farther. Rapid Frie^l- 
rich is obliged to \vait ; -watching Daun and the^ Dolma- 

# * 

'^Mimoir&s MMiiiazres sur ks etc. (a La Haye, 1^57: 2 voll 410) was ill 
the ^th edition whep I last heard of it. 

2 See Gibbon’s Works London, 1796: Memoirs of my life ami! Fr/thzgs)^ 
i, 9f ; and (Extraifs tie mes Zeetnresf il 52-54, of dates hfay I4th-26th, 1762, 
—during which days Gib1>oa is engaged in actuai reading of the Alimoim 
MiUtaires ; and already knows the Author by his ulim of Quintus Icilius, * a man 
of eminent sagacity and insight, who was in the Dutch, and is now, I believe, ia 
the Prussian service. ’ * * • 


m 3LIKB TO 3E OVERWifELMED lEOOKxi'x. 

Etisaiai adventure: slow Baoo will continue to wait and 
watcii thei?^, long weeks and months, after thalf is |ettied,, 
that and much else, Mly to his mind ! Each is in Ms 
impregnable 'Camp;' and each, Datin', especially, " has "■ Ms 
Divisions and Detachmentr hovering round him, near or far, 
on different strategic errands ; each Main-Camp like a planet 
%ith various moons — ^MaA-Lissa^ especially, a*" kind of sun 
with planets and comets and planetary moon §: — of whose 
intricate motions and coumter-mctions, mostly unimportant to 
us, we promised to take no notice, in'^face of such a crisis just 
at hand. 

By the 6th of July, slow Daun had got hitched into his 
Camp of Mark-Iissa ; and four days after, Friedrich attending 
Mtn, was in Schmottseifen': where again was pause ; and there 
passed nothing mentionable, even on FriedricMs score ; and 
till July was just ending, the curtain did not fairly rise. 
Pause of above two weeks on Friedrich’s part, and of almost 
three months on Daun’s. Mark-Lissa, an impregnable Camp, 
is OB the Lausitz Border ; with Saxony, Silesia, Bohemia, all 
converging hereabouts, and Brandenbux'g itself in the vicinity, 
— there is not a better place for waiting on e^^ents. Here, 
accoSingly, till well on in September, Daun sat immovable ; 
even hitching now, — only shooting-out detachments, 
« plaijfetaty, eomSfaxy, at a great rate, chiefly on his various 
Russian errands. 

Daun, as we said, had been uncomfortably surprised to find, 
by degrees, that Invasion was not Friedrich’s plan this Year ; 
that the dramatic parts are redistributed, and that the playing 
of Fabius^CunctatOr will not now serve one^s turn. Daun, who 
m^y well be loath to believe such a thing, clings to Ms old 
part, and seems very lazy to rise and try another,'’ In fact, he 
does not rise, properly speaking, or take up his new part* at 
'all. This Year, and all the following, he waits carefully till 
the Russian Lion come; will then endeavour to assist,-— or 
even do jackal, which will be safer still The Russians he 
' , intends shall act hon ; he himself modestly playing the 
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subaltern but touch safer part ! Diligent to flatter th^ lion ; 
will provide him gu|dances, and fractional sustenances, in view 
of the coming hunt ; will eat the liotfs leavings, once the 
prey is slaughtered. This r^lly was, in some sort, Daotfs 
yearly game, so long as it would la.*t 1- — 

July ending, and the curtain fainly risen, we shall have to 
look at Friedtich’ with oifr best teyesight. Preparatory to** 
which, there fe, on Friedrich’s part, ever since the middle of 
June, this Anti-Russian Dehna idventure going on : — pf 
which, at first, and till about the time of getting to Schmott- 
seifen, he had great hopes ; great, though of late rapidly 
sinking again : — ^into which we must first throw a glance, as 
properly the opening scene. 

Fouquet has been left at Landshut, should the Daun 
remnants still in Bohemia think of invading, Fouquet is 
about rooting himself rather firmly into that important Post ; 
fortifying various select Hills round Landshut, with redoubts, 
curtains, communications ; so as to *keep ward thei’e, inex- 
pugnable to a much stronger force. There for about a year, 
with occasional short sallies, on errands that arise, Fouqfiet 
sat successfuMy viligant ; resisting the Devilles, Becks, 
Harsches ; protecting Glatz and the Passes of Silesi^: in 
about a year we shall hear of his fortunes worsening^ and of % 
great catastrophe to him in that Landshut PoSJ. ^ * 

Friedrich allowed the Reichsfolk * two good months,’ after 
all that flurrjdng and havoc done on them, ^ before they could 
show face in Saxony,’ They did take about that time ; and 
would have taken more, h^ not Prince Henri been called 
away by other pressing occasions in Friedrich'^ own niighbodr- 
hoc^ ; and Saxony for a good while (end of June to beginning 
of Septembet), been left almost bare of Prussian troops. 
Which encourages the Reichs Army to hurry afield in very 
unprepared coifdition,— still cather within the two months. 
End of July, Light people of them push across to Halberstadt 
or Halle Country ; and are raising contributions, and plua* 
dering diligently, if nothing else. Of whi»h we can ta^e m 



CHAPTER II 

GENEEAL DOHNA ; DICTATOE WEDELL : BATTLE OP 
; . EULLICHAU 

The Russian Lion, urged by Vienna and Versailles, made 
iiB entry, this Year, earlier than usual, —coming now within 
wind of Mark-Lissa, as we see and has stin-ed J)aun into 
motion, Daun and everybody. From the beginning of Aiwii, 
the Russians, hibernating in the interior parts of Poland, were 
awake, and getting slowly under way. April g4tli, the Van- 
ghar4 of 10,000 .^Hitted Thom; June 1st, Vanguard is in 
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Posen ; followed by a First Division and a Second, WJi of 
30,000, They palled it * Soltikof crossing the l4eichsel with 
■l00,0()0 men ’ ; but, exclusive of the Cossack swarms, there 
were not above 75,000 regulars: nor was Soltikof their 
Captain just at first ; our old friend Fermor was, and con- 
tinued to be till Soltikof, in a private capacity, reached Posen 
(June £9tii), and producec^Ms new commission. At Fennorl 
own request? as Fermor pretended, — who was skilled in 
Petersburg politics, and with a cheerful face served thence- 
forth as Soltikofs second. 

• At Posen, as on the road thither, they find Sulkow^ski's and 
the other burnt provenders abundantly replaced : it is evident 
they intend, in concert with Daun, to enclose Friedrich 
between two fires, and do something considerable. Whether 
on Brandenburg or Silesia, is not yet known to Friedrich, 
Friedrich, since the time they crossed Weichsel, has given 
them his best attention ; and more than once has had 
schemes on their Magazines and 1;hem, — once a new and 
bigger Scheme actually afoot, under Wobersnow again, our 
Anti“Sulkowski friend; but was obliged to turn the f‘Srce 
elsewhither, mi alarms that rose. He himself cannot quit 
the centre of the work ; his task being to watch Daun, 
and especially, should Daun attempt nothing else, to pre%ti^t 
junction of Soltikof and him. •• ^ * 

Daun still lies torpid, or merely hitching about ; but now 
when the Russians are approaching Posen, and the C£ise be- 
comes pressing, Friedrich, as is usual to him, draws upon the 
Anti-Swedish resource, upon the Force he has in Pommem, 
That is to say, orders General Dohna, wh«» has tte Swedes 
well driven-ill at present, to quit Stralsund Country, to leave 
the ineffectual Swedes with some very small attendance ; and 
to#marcli. — ^wfth certain reinforcements that are arriving 
(Wobersnow already, Hillsenk with 10,000 out of Saxony in 
few days),— direct against the Russians; and at once go-iii 
upon , them. Try to burn their Magazines again ; or, equally 
good,' to fall vigorously on some of their •separate Div^iois, 
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and cfit them off in the vagrant state ; — above all, to be 
vigorous, rapid, sharp, and do something, effectual in that 
quarter. These were Dohna’^s 'Instructions. Dohna has"' 
• 18,000; Hiilsen, with his 10^000, is industriously striding 
forward, from the farther cside of Saxony ; Wobersnow, with 
at least his own fine head,nis already there. Friedrich, watch- 
ing in the Anti- Junction position; ready for tlie least chance 
that may turn up. 

^ Dohna mai'ched accorijjjngly > but was nothing like rapid 
enough : an old man, often in ill-liealth too ; and no doubt 
plenty of impediments about him. He consumed some time 
rallying at Stargard ; twelve days more at Landsberg, on the 
Warta, settling his provision matters ; in fine, did not get to 
Posen neighbourhood tiS June 23d, three weeks after the 
Russian Vanguard of 10,000 had fixed itself there, and other 
Russian parties were daily dropping-in. Dohna was 18,000, 
a Wobersnow with him : had he gone at once on Posen, as 
Wobersnow urged, it is {bought he might perhaps have ruined 
this Vanguard and the Russian Magazine ; which would have 
beSn of signal service for the remaining Campaign. But he 
preferred waiting for Hiilsen and the 10,000 r who did not 
arrifb for seven or eight days more ; by which time Soltikof 
Itud mosf'of the Russian Divisions had got in ; — and the work 
war become good as hopeless, on those languid terns. 
Dohna did try upon the Magazine, said to be ill-guarded in 
some Suburb of Posen; crossed the Warta with that view, 
found no Magazine ; recrossed the Warta ; and went 
manmiivring about, unable to do the least good on Soltikof 
or his Magazinear or operations. Friedrich was still in Land- 
shut region, just about quitting it, — just starting on that 
little Trautenau Expedition, with Ms Four Pieces of Horse- 
Artillery (June £9th), when the first ill-news*t)f Dohna oame 
in ; which greatly disappointed^ Friedrich, and vrem followed 
by worse, instead of better. ^ 

The end was, Soltikof, being now all ready, winded himself 
mt fif Posen onm day, veiled by Cossacks ; and, to Dohna'^s 
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Wr, had got, or was in the act of get%g, feetween 
-uohn^ and Brain^nburg ; which necessitated new difficult 

? u-?T1 manoeuvre a little : 

Soltikof edges steadily forward; making for Cj-ossen-on-Oder, 

where he expats to find Austriarfe (Haddick and Loudon, if 
I^^ich .could yet guess it), with 30,000 odd, especially 
with provisiofi, which is wearing saarce with him. Twice or 

f . ^ opportunity for Dohna on him; 

but Dohna never could resolve abc»t it in time. Back aad 
ever back goes Dohna; feeing Soltikof; but always hitching 
back; latterly in Brandenburg ground, the Russians aiM he^ 
— fiavmg no provision, he either. In fine, July 17th fone 
week after IViedrich had got to Schmottseifen), Dohna finds 
himself at the little Toivn of Zuffichau (barely in time te 
snatch It before S-Itikof could), within thirty miles of Crossen ■ 
and nothing but futility behind and before."^ 

We can ima,gine Friedrich’s daily .survey of all this - his 
goomy calculations what it will soon 'amount to if it ’last 

M^tr “T Winterfeld, Schweriif, no Keith, Betzow, 
Montz :~whom has he ? His noblest Captains are all gone • 

eneral, has lately recommended himself to the royal mind 
by actions of a prompt daring. The royal mind,-clisgusfj 
wia these Dohna hagglings, and in absol^fe necunS ot . 

Prussian skill, hoped Wedell was the man. And determined^ 
tte cmis bang so urgent, to send Wedell in the chumcler of 
or ‘ uitt the powers of . Ko.n.u raLtoTte 

A^gT^ht “own f !" “ ?», 

11 T i, ^ ® fettered by nobodv • arrl 

at all hazards, shall attack c*. • iT , 

beafrhim ‘Vs,,, boltikof straightway, and try to 

1 g hom& a little, and •recover your heaJtK ’ ir;« 

wnte, to Dohna, A„d to the DoT'rJJ^'. 

: Stills, '2^;. -■ 

. ^07, aoa, in Stenzel, v. 212, other particulars. ‘ * 
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all aii<| sundry of youj as you would myself’; the umu’s 
|>rimte Ollier beimg, *Go in upon Scjtikof; atta<^ 
straightway; let us have done with this, wriggling and 
haggling*’ D^te of this Ordei isj ®Cam}> at Schmdttseifen> 
goth July 1759; The purpose of such high-iown Title, 
and splemnity of nomination, was mainly, it appear^, to hush- 
down any hesitation or st^prise fmong the DShna Generals, 
which, as Wedell %vas Hhe youngest Lieutenaftt-General of 
the Army,’ might other wi^ hav^ l^een possible, 

Wedell, furnished with some smal^ escort and these Docu- 
ments, axTives in Camp Sunday evening ggd July : — poor 
Dohna has not the least word or look of criticism; and every 
General, suppressing whatever thoughts there may be, pre- 
pares to yield loyal obedience to Dictator Wedell. * Wober- 
snow w^as the far better soldier of the two T murmured the 
Opposition party, then and long afterwards,^ — all the more, 
as Wobersnow’s behaviour under it was beautiful, and his end 
tragical, as will be seem Wobersnow I perceive to have been 
a valiant sharp-strikiiig man, with multifarious resources in 
his head ; wlio had faithfully helped in these operations, and 
I beheve been urgent to quicken them. But wlTat I remember 
best of him is his hasty admkable contrivance for field-bakery 
^^‘pressing circumstances,~‘the,. substance of which shall not 
be hMden from*a mechanical age : 

^You construct six slight square iron frames, each hinged to the 
other ; each, say, two feet square/ or the breadth of two common tiles, 
and shajied on the edges so as to take-in tiles tiles are to be found 
op every human cottage. This iron frame^ when you hook it togetheir, 
becomes ^he gbosrof a cubic box, and by the help of twelve tiles 
becomes a compact heid-oven ; and you can bake with it, if you have 
lour and water, and a few sticks. The succinctest o\%u ever heard of; 
for your operation done^, and your tiles dung out again, it is capable of 
all folding flat like a book.* 2 Never till now had ^i¥ob<^’snow*s*oven 
been at fault : but in these Polish Vfllages, all of mele thatched hovels, 
there was not a tile to be found ; and the Bakery, with astoaisiiment, saw 
itself unable to proceed. 

* ^ Reteo??, etc* ^ 3i£ il S 2 «. 


CHAP. II.] BATTLE OF ZULL4CHAU , Sf 

iasdjuly J759] t 

Wedell arrived Sunday evening 22d July ; had crossed 
43der TscWscfeeiKig, — some say by Crossen Bridge; no 

matter which. Dohna’s Camp is some thirty miles west of 
Crossen ; in and near the sm^l Town called iZullichaii^ w!^ere 
his headquarter is. In those dull peaty Countries, on the 
right, whi#h is thereabouts^ the noHliern (not easterii), ^bank 
of Oder ; between the Oder and ^he Warta ; some seventy 
miles south-by-east of Landsberg, and perhaps as far south- 
%vest of Posen : thither has DoHfca now got with his futHe 
manoeuvrings. Soltikof * drawn-up amid scrubby woods and 
sluggish intricate brooks, is about a mile to east of him * 

Poor Dohna demits at once; and, 1 could conjecture, 
vanishes that very night ; glad to be out of such a thing. 
Painfully has Dohna manoeuvred for weeks past ; failing back 
daily ; only anxious latterly that Soltikof, who daily tries it, 
do not get to westward of him on the Frankfurt road, and so 
end this sad shuffle. Soltikof as yet has not managed that 
ultimate fatality; Dohna, by shuffling back, does at least 
contrive to keep between Frankfurt aM him ; — will not try 
attacking him, much as Wobersnow urges it. Has agre^ 
twice or oftener, on Wobersnow*’s urgency : ‘'Yes, yes^ we 
have a chance,’ Dohna would answer ; only let us rest till 
tomorrow, and be fresh !’ by which time the ^c^)port unity wii» 
always gone again. "" 

Wedell had arrived with a grenadier battalion and some 
horse for escort; had picked-up 150 Russian prisoners by the 
way. Retzow has understood he came-iii with a kind of 
state ; and seemed moie or less inflated ; conscious of repi;e- 
senting the King’s person, and being a Roman Dictator, — 
though it is perilously difficult office too, and requires more 
than a Letter^ of Instructions to qualify you for it ! This 
is not Eeonidas Wedell, whom readers once knew; poor 
Leonidas is dead long since, fell in the Battle of Sohr, soon 
after the heroic feat of Ziethen'*s ^iid his at Elbe-Teiiiitz 

(Defence of Elbe against an Army); this is I.^oiiidas’s elder 

« 

^ See Map, at end of volume. 
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Brother. IWedrich had observed his fiery ways on the day of 
Leuthen : *Hah, a new Winterfeld perhaps?’ thought Pried-' 
rich, * All the Winterfeld I now have ! ’ — which proved a 
fond hope. Wedell’s Dict|torsr«p began this Sunday towards 
sunset ; and lasted — ^in practical fact, it lasted one day. 


Dktatm- WedeUJighis his Batik (Monday 23d«JuIy 1759), 

, wifiiouf Success 

■ ■'.■■■, ,r . 

Monday morning early, Wedell is on the heights, recan- 
noitering Soltikof ; cannot see much of him, the ground being 
so woody : does see what he takes to be Soltikof s left wing ; 
and judges that Soltikof lie quiet for this day. Which 
was far from a right reading of Soltikof ; the fact being that 
Soltikof, in long columns and divisions, beginning with his 
right wing, was all on march since daybreak ; what Wedell 
took for Soltikofs Meft Wng’ being Soltikof s rearguard and 
baggage, waiting tili^ the roads cleared. Wedell, having 
settled everything on the above footing, returns to Ziillichau 
about 10 o’’cIock ; and about 11, Soltikof, mjles long, dis- 
engaged from the bushy hollows, makes his appearance on the 
open grounds of Pakig : he, sure enough (though Wedell can 
j^rdly believe — ^five or sot miles to north-east yonder ; 

trampng diligently along, making for Crossen and the Oder 
Bridge ; — and is actually got ahead of us, at last I 

This is what Wedell cannot suffer, cost what it may* 
WedelFs orders were, in such ease, Attack the Russians* 
Wedell instantly^ took his measures ; not unskilfully, say 
judges, — ^though the result proved disappointing ; and 
Wobersnow himself earnestly dissuaded: ^Too^ questionable, 
I , should doubt! Soltikof is 70,000, and h^ no end of 
Artillery ; we are S6,000, and know not if if e can brings a 
single gun to where Soltikof is ! 

' WedelFs people have already, of their own accord, got to 
arms again ; stand waiting Ms orders on this new emergency, 

• ^ Hi 13a* 134. 
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No delay in Wedell or in them. ‘ May not it® be another 
. Rossb^h (if wef are lucky)? ’ thinks Wedell : '"Cannot we 
burst-in on their flank, as they march yonder, those awicward 
fellows ; and tumble them into heaps ? ’ The differences ^ere 
several-fold : First, that Friedrichf and Seidlitz are not here. 
Many brave ^men we have, and skilful ; but not a master 
and man like these Two. Secon^y, that there is no Janus 
HUl to screen our intentions ; but that the Russians have us 
in full view while we mafee'readj^ Thirdly, and still more 
important, that we dtf not know the ground, and what 
hidden inaccessibilities lie ahead. This l^t is judgfed to 
have been the killing circumstance. Between the Russians 
and us there is a paltry little Brook, or line of quagmire ; 
scarcely noticeable here, but passable nowhere except at the 
Village-Mill of Kay, by one poor Bridge there. And then, 
farther inwards, as shelter of the Russians, there is another 
quaggy Brook, branch of the above,^ which is without bridge 
altogether. Hours will be required to get 26,000 peo{de 
marched up there, not to speak of heavy guns at all. 

The 26,00^0 march with their usual mathematical despatcJi • 
Manteuffel and the Van^ard strike-in with their sharpest 
edge, foot and horse, direct on the head of the Russian 
Column, Manteuffel leading on, so soon as his few*battalfo|iB 
and squadrons are across. Head means iram*(or life) E&*this • 
Russian Column ; and these Manteuffel people go at it with 
extraordinary energy. The Russian Head gives way ; infantry 
and cavalry : — -their cavalry was driven quite to rear, and 
never came in sight again after this of Manteuffel. But the 
Russians have abundance of Reserves ; also of I room to 
manoeuvre in, »-no lack of ground open, and ground defensible 
(l^zig Village and Churchyard, for example) ;-_above all, 
they havS" abundance of heavy guns. 

‘Well in recoil from Manteuffel and his furies, the beaten 
Rrosians succeed in forming ‘a long Line behind Palzig 
Village, with that Second, slighter or Branch Quagmire 
between them and us ; they get the Village beset, and have 
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the Cliurchyfrd of it lined with batteries,— say seventy guns, 
Manteuffel, •nnsnpported, has to fall bachi; ninwillinglf’^, and 
not chased or in disorder, ^ — towards Kay-Mill again : where 
maijy are by Jhis time across# Hulsen, with the Centre, 
attacks now, as the Vangnafd had done ; with a will, he too : 
Wobepnow, all manner of people attack ; time afte« time, for 
about four hours coming : ^nd it proves all in vain, on that 
Churchyard and new Line, Without cannon, we\re repulsed, 
tom-away by those RiissiafS volc^np-batteries ; never enough 
of us at once ! ^ 

Hiilsen, Wobersnow, everybody in detail is repulsed, or 
finds his success unavailing. Poor Wobersno^v did wonders ; 
but he fell, killed. Gone he ; and has left so few of his like : 
a man that could ill be spared at present 1 — Day is sinking ; 
we find we have lost, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, some 
6,000 men. ^ About sunset,’ — flaming July sun going down 
among the moorlands on^such a scene, — Wedell gives it up; 
retires slowly towards Kay Bridge, Slowly ; not chased, or 
molested ; Soltikof too glad to be rid of him, Soltikofs one 
aim Is, and was, towards Crossen ; towards Austrian Jiiiictioii, 
and something to live upon. Soltikofs loss of nfen is reckoned 
to be lieavier even than Wedelfs: but he could far better 
alfdrd it He has gained his point ; and the price is small 
in” colbparisoiL Next day he enters Crossen on triumphant 
: terms.. 

Poor Wedell had returned over Kay-Mill Bridge, in the 
night-time after his Defeat On the morrow (Tuesday 24 th, 
d^ of Soltikof’s glad entry), Wedell crosses Oder; at 
Tschischei^zig, the' old place of Sunday evening last, — in how 
dijFerent a humour, this time! — and in a day more, posts 
himself opposite to Crossen Bridge, five or six miles south ; 
and again sits watching of Soltikof there. " Atf Cros&n, 
triumphant Soltikof has found‘d no Austrian "Junction, rfor 
anything additional to live upon. A very dkipfiointing 
circumstance to Soltikof: * Austrian Junction still a problem, 
th'^n ^ a thing in the air ? And perhaps the Kine of Frassia 
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taking charge of it now! ’ Soltikof, more and moife impatient^ 

.after Waiting sofnai days, decided Not to cross Ocier by that 
Bridge; — ‘shy of crossing anywhere’ (think the French 
Gentlemen, Montazet, Monfelendjert), ‘ to .the King, of 
^ssia’s side!’^ Which is not unlikely, though the King 
is above ^00 miles oflp him, and has Daun on his hands. 
Certain enough, keeping the Rifer between him and any 
operations of the King, Soltikof set-out for Frankfurt, forty 
or fifty miles ferther down. ' In tl?fe hope probably of finding 
something of human provender withal ? July 30th, one week 
after his Battle, the vanguard of him is there. ' 

Thus, in two days, or even in one, has Wedell’s Dictator- 
ship ended. Easy to say scoffingly, ‘ Would it had never 
begun ! ’ Friedrich knows that, and *Wedell knows it after 
the event everybody knows it! Fi-iedrich said nothing of 
reproachful; the reverse rather, — ‘I dreaded something of 
the kind; it is not your fault ’; “—^ordered Wedell to watch 
diligently at Crossen Bridge, and be ready on farther signal. 
The Wedell Problem, in such ruined condition, has now fallen 
to Friedrich himself. * 

This is the Battle of ZuUtchari (afternoon of 23d ,jJuly 
17S9); the beginning of immense disasters in this Campaign. 

attle called also oi Kay and of Palcig, those also being inaifi 
lomlities in it. It ivas lost, not by fault of WedcH’s jioopTe, • 
who spent themselves nobly upon it, nor perhaps by fault of 
W^ell himself, but principally, if not solely, by those two 

S- Quagmire, one of which turns 

Kay Mill : memorable Brooks in this Campaign, 1759,® 

Close in the same neighbourhood, there is anotlidh' equally 
contemptible ©rook, making towards Oder, and turning the 
so-ralled Krebsmuhle, which became still more famous to the 
whole European Public twenty years hence. Krcbsmhh 

n. Srt)!”''''’ giving a wrong citation of ‘ Montaiembert, 

‘Schmottseifen, July 24th, 1759 ’(in Schoniugi 

® Tempelhof, iil 125-131, ** • 



Some three weeks ago July\ there occurred a 

sudden shar|^ thing at Havre-de-Grace on the French Coasts 
worth a word from us in this place. The Montazets, Mont- 
alenibertSj watching, messaging about, in the Austrian -Russian 
Courts and Camps, assiduously keeping their Soltikofs in tune, 
we can observe how busy they are. Soubise with his Invasion 
of England, all the Frei5£h are very busy; they have con- 
quered Hessen from Duke Ferdinand, and promise themselves 
a glorious Campaign, after that Seiisure of Frankfurt. Soubise, 
intent on his new Enterprise, is really making ardeiit prepara- 
tions : at Vannes in the Morbihan, such rende^ivoiising and 
equipping; — especially at Havre, no end of flat-bottomed 
boats getting built ; and much bluster and agitation among 
the weaker sorts in both Nations. Whereupon,^ 

^ l$t* (just in the days while Friedrich was first trying Hoirse 
4 yt*llery), ^Eear-Admiral Rodney sails from Portsmouth with a few 
and Sir ®omh-ketches {Mredmke^ BaMihk^ Bimt^ and such 
momencktures ^ and in the afternoon of Tuesday 3 d arrives in the 
frith or bay of Havre. Steers himself properly into *M;he Clmnnel of 
Honfleur” before dark ; and therefrom, with his Firedrake, Basilisk and 
Company, begins such a bombardment of Havre and the fiat-bottomed 
manufactories as was quite surprising. Fifty-two incessant hotira of it, 
before he thought poor Havre had enough. Poor Havre had been on 
fire six tiiiies ; the fiat manufactory (unquenchable), 1 know not how 
mnny ; all the inhabitants off in despair; and the Garrron building this 
battery to no purpose, then that ; no salvation for tbeni 6ut in Rodney's 
^^mortars getting too hot/' He had fired of shells 1 , 900 , of caresses 1 ,^ 50 : 
fi*om Wednesday about sunrise till Frif^ay about 8 a.m., -- about time now 
for breakfast ; which I hope everybody had, after such a stretchy of work. 
" No damage to speak of/' said the French OMetteera ; “ wo will soon 

^ ^ List of him, in Bea|8on, Navai and Miiitary Mimairs {London, 1804), ii. 
1241 j Ms Despatch {excellently brief), Uid iu 323, 
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rejfit ©ver^Mngl'^ But they never did; and nottiing ef Havr© 
.liencefoith. Vannes ^as always, and is now still more, t<f be the main 
place ; only that Hawke, — most unexpectedly, for one fancied all their 
ships employed in distant parts,— rides there with a Channel Fleet of 
formidable nature; and the previous question always^ is; ^Xaimot we 
heat Hawke ? Can we ! Or will not he perhaps go, of himself, when 
the rough weather comes ? " ' ^ 


FBIEBItICH IN PEESON ATTEMPTS THE RUSSIAN 

problem; not with success 
, , • 

Before WedelFs catastrophe, the Affair of those Haddick- 
Loudon Detachments had become a little plainer to Friedrich, 
The intention, he begins to suspect, is not for Berlin at all ; 
but for junction with Soltikof, — at Oossen or wherever it may 
be. This is in fact their real purpo^se; and this, beyond 
almost Berlin itself, it is in the highest degree importani^ to 
prevent. Important ; and now as if become impossible ! 

Prince Henri had come to Bautssen with his Army, speaally 
to look after Loudon and Haddick ; and he has, all this whjle, 
had Finck with some 10,000 diligently patroyi|ig to wes twai^ 
of them, guarding Berlin ; he himself watching froni’^tSe 
southern side, — where, as on the western, there was no danger 
from them. Some time before WedelFs affair, Friedrich had 
pushed-out Eugen of Wilrtemberg to watch these people on 
the eastern side ; — suspicious that thitherward lay their roal 
errand. Eugen had but 6,000 ; and, except in colyunctioB 
with Finck Henri, could do nothing, — nor can, now when 
Friedrich^ suspicion turns-out to be fatally true. Friedricli 
had always %e angry feeling that Finck and Prince Henri 
were the blameworthy parties in what now ensued ; that they, 
who were near, ought to have divined these people^^s secret, and 
s|>oiled it in time ; not have left it to him, who was far off, and 
so busy otherwise. To the last, that was Ms fixed private 
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epitiioB; means useful to utter^— especially at presentj 

while attempting the now very doubtful enterfmise Eims^f, and 
needing all about him to be swift and ssealous. This is one of 
Pri^rich's famous laboursj^ ^Jiis *bf the Haddick-Louclon junc- 
tion with Soltikof ; strenuous short spasms of eiffort^ of about 
a week’s continuance ; Mi of fiery insight, velocity, energy ; 
still admired by judges, though it w^as unsuccessful, or only 
had half success. Difficult to bring home, in any measure, to 
tlfe mind of modern readers, so remote from it. 

Friedi'ich got the news of Zlillichau next day, July 24th ; 
— and instantly made ready. The case is critical ; especially 
this Haddick-Loudon part of it : add 30 or 36,000 Austrians 
to Soltikof, how is he th^i to be dealt with ? A case strin- 
gently pressing : — and the resources for it few and scattered. 
For several days past, Haddick, and Loudon under him, 
whose motions were long enigmatic, have been marching 
steadily eastward through the I^usitz, — with the evident 
purpose of joining Soltikof; unless AYedell could forbid. 
W^ell ahead was the grand opposition ; — Finck, Henri, 
Wiirfcemberg, as good as useless and "Wedell being now 
stru<Ji-down, these Austrians go, especially Loudon will, at a 
wi^ed rale. They are understood to be approaching Sagan 
Country : happjly, as yet, well to westward of it, and 
f^m^agan Town well westward ; — hut all account 

of them are vague, dim : they are an obscure entity to 
Friedrich, but a vitally important one. Sagan Town may 
be about 70 miles northward of where Friedrich now is : 
from Sagan, were^ they once in the meridian of Sagan, their 
road is ffee eastward and northw'ard ; — to Crossen is about 
60 miles iiorth-by-east from Sagan, to Frankftiyt near 100 
north* Sagan is on the Bober; Bober, in every event, is 
between the Austrians and their aim* 

IMedrich feels that, however dangerous to quit Daiiii’s 
neighbourhood, he must, he in pemn, go at oncer And 
who, in the interim, will watch Daun and his enterprises ? 
Friedrich’s reflections are^^: Well, in the crisis of the moment, 
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Saxony,- — though there already are maraiidinf Bodies of 
^ Reich^oik in it,*«-"^ust still be left to itself for^a time ; or 
cannot Finck and his 10,000 look to it? Henri, his 

Army, now useless at Bautsu^, sl^li instantly rendezvous at 
Sagan ; his Army to go with me, against the Russians and 
their liaddick-Loiidons ; Henri t<p Schniottseifen, instead of 
me, and attefid to Daun ; •f-Ienri, I have no other left ! Finck 
and his 10,0 l) 0 must take charge of Saxony, such charge as 
he can : — how lucky those^Spring Sorays, ^vhich destroyed tJie 
lleichs Magazines ! Whereby there is no Reichs Army yet 
got into Saxony (nothing but preliminary pulses and i5plash- 
ings of it) ; none yet, nor like to be quite at once*’ That is 
Friedrich^s swift plan. 

Henri rose on the instant, as ^id everybody concerned 
July 29th, Henri and Army were at Sagan ; Ariuy waiting 
for the King; Henri so far on his road to Schmottseifen/'^ 
He had come to Sagan ‘ by almost |he rapidest marches ever 
heard of,’ — or ever till some others of Henri'’s own, which he 
made in that neighbourhood soon. Pdlictual, he, to his day ; 
as are Eugen of Wurtemberg’s people, and all Detachments 
and Division^ : Friedrich himself airives at Sagan that same 
29th, about midnight,’ — and finds plenty of work waiting ; 
no sleep these two nights past; and none coming^ just ye^! 
A most swift rendezvous. The speed of everybody has"1lmi, 
and needs still to be, intense. 

This rendezvous at Sagan,— intersection of Henri and 
Friedrich, bound different roads (the Brothers, I think, did not 
personally meet, Henri having driven-off for Schinottseifen by 
a shorter road), — was Sunday July *FoIlomig which, 

are six days *of such a hunt for those Austrian rejnards ^ 
seldom or- ne^r was I Most vehement, breathless, baffling 
huht ; ht^lf oF it spent in painfully beating cover, in mere 
fiMing and losing. Not rigfetly successful, after all So that, 
on th^ eighth day hence, AuffuM at Milllmse, near 
Frankfurt, 80 miles from Sagan, there is a secoml rendezvous, 

* B!ap, at end of volume. * ^ 
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~-i»iidlzvoim of Wedell and Friedrich, who do not now 
® intersect,** tbut meet after the hunt is done ;— and |n the ^ 
interim, there has been a wonderful performance, though an 
nnsnccessftiL Friedrich n^er gjnld rightly get hold of Ms 
Anitrians. Once only, at^Sommerfeld, a long inarch north- 
west of Sagan, he came upon some outskirts of th|m* And 
in general, in those latter# eight iays, especially in the fimt 
sk of them, there is, in that Kotbus-Sagan Coufitry, such an 
intersecting, checking, pmhing and multifarious simmering 
of marches, on the part of half-a-dozen Strategic Entities, 
Friednich the centre of them, as — as, I think, nobody but dn 
express soldier-student, well furnished with admiration for this 
particular Soldier, would consent to have explained to him. 
One of the maziest, mosf unintelligible whirls of marching ; 
inextricable Sword-Dance, or Dance of the Furies, — five of 
them (that is the correct number : Haddick, Loudon, Fried- 
rich, Wurtemberg, Wedell) ; — and it is dung-down for us, all 
in a huddle, in these inhuman Books (which have several 
errors of the press, tocS) : let no man rashly insist with him- 
self on understanding it, unless he have need i Humanly 
pulled straight, not inhumanly flung-down at ^random, here 
the fesentials of it are, — in very brief state : 

MondapMh luiy, Friedrich is at Sagan, since midniglit last, 
hnsier and busier*; beating cover, as we termed it, and getting bis 
hounds (his new Henri-Army) in leash ; endeavouring, especially, to get 
tidings of those Austrian people ; who are very enigmatic, — Loudon a 
dexterous man, — and have hung-up such a curtain of Fandours between 
Friedrich and them as is nearly impenetrable. In the coni*se of this 
Monday Friedrich aj?certains that they are verily on the road ; coming 
eastward, fbr Sommerfeld,—'^^ thence for Crossen T* he needs no ghost 
tootell him. Wherefore, ^ 

^ Tuaday^ Sagan to Maumburg» Tuesday before daylTreak Friedrich 
too is on the road : north-west ^-ard ; in full inarch tdWards^aumteurg 
on Bober, meaning to catch the Bridge from them there. March of the 
swiftest; he himself is ahead, as usual, with the Vanguard Ilosrse, 
He reaches Naumburg (northward, a march of 20 miles) ; inds, not 
Haddick or Loudon, but a Detachment of theirs; which h© at once 
oversets with his Cavalry, and chases, — marking withal that westward 
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m the way they run.” Westward ; and that we are still ahe«, 

Heaven I r ^ 

Infafttiy are all up, or are well rested in Naumburg, 
^nednch ascertains, on more precise tidings, that the Austrians are to 
bommerfeld, to westvrard (again a §p miles); and judges That, no doubt, 
they will bear-off more to leftward, frf Guben probably, and tif to 

“ Sommerfeld. About 
nightfall beanarches for Sommerfeld, at bSs swiftest ; arrives Wednesday 

early; finds— alas I*— • • ^ 

‘^mmer/eld * Wednesday morning August 1st, Friedrich finds that 
Uudon was there last night,-preterite^nse, alas; the question now 
bei^. Where is he I In fa|it,*Loudon had written yesterday to Dana 
(I^tor still extant, 'Sommerfeld, July 31st’), That 'being swift and 
light, consistog of horse for most part, ' he may probably effect junction 

tos very night but has altered his mind very much, on sight of these 
fugitives froin Naumburg, since ! And has borne-off more to leftwaard. 
Straight north now, and at a very brisk jmce ; being now all of horse ■ 
— a,nd has an important conference with Haddick at Guben, when thev 
arrive there. 'Not in Sommerfeld.?’ thinks Friedrich (earnestly 
snrvejnng, through this slit he has made in the Pandour veil): ‘Gone 
to Guben most likely, bearing-off from u| to leftward .? ’—Which was 
toe fact ; though not toe whole fact And indeed the chase is now again 
fdlen uncertain, and there has to be some beating of covers. Fo^ne 
f w (August 1st) that toe Russians are gone to FraoJk- 

tort: Follow them, you Wedell,’— orders Friedrich: toem we shall 
have to go into, — however this hunt end 1 — 

' To Markersdorf Thursday August 2d. Friedrich takes the road for 
Guben reaches Markersdorf (twenty miles march, still sevtm or ei&lii 
from Guben); falls upon— What phenomenon is tWE«? The Aus**^ 
Wy Tram ; meal-wagons not a few, and a regiment of foot in ' - 

them. Wliat on earth can this be? This is Haddick,— if Friedrich 
could yet clearly know it,-Haddicfc and Train, who for hto own part 
gmn-up the junction enterprise. At Guben, some hours ago,\e id 
conference With Loudon ; and this was toe conclusion arrived a • '' ih 
possible, with that King so near ! You, Herr Loud^, pih^ ^Uhlut' 
heavy baggage, ^d with toe Cavalry altogether ; you can get in 
20.000 ^ong : X wiu. ,1,. 

tu^ and »ake fot the Lausitz again ! ” ^ ^ ^ 

‘jlhis mysterious Austrian Trw, going the wrong wov i. 

i. b. (hoping, I 

^togetow); chases it vigorously; snatches all the meal-wagons and 
about 1,000 prisoners. Uncertain stiU what it is,-if not to^AusteiaM 
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ter? To liis sorrow, he finds, on poshing farther into it, that tt 
is onlj Had4il5h and the Infantry ; that London, with the 20,000 Horse, 
will have goneniff for Frankfurt; — irretrievrbiy ahead, tiSa swift, 
Loudon,— ever careering northward all this while, since that afternoon 
at loinmerfeM, ^ihen the fugitives altered his opinion : a now unattain- 
aWe Loudon. In the course ok Thursday night, Friedrich has satisfied 
himself tiiat the Loudon jui|3.ction is a thing as good as done; — in 
effect/ Loudon did get to Frankfurt, nnj^ning of August Sd*, and joined 
the Russians there; and about the same time, or only a few hours 
sooner, Friedrich, by symptoms, has divined that his lufnt has ended, in 
this rather unsuccessful way^and tliu^ cliasing of Had dick is not the 
road to go/ ^ #» 

Not Haddick noiv; with or without their Austrians, it 
shall be the Russians now ! Two days ago (Wednesday, as 
was mentioned), before sight of those enigmatic meal-wagons, 
Friedrich had learned that the Russians were to be in Frank- 
furt again ; and had ordered Wedell to march thitherw’-aiti, 
at any rate. Which Wedell is doing, all this Thursday and 
the four following da}’1!S. As does likewise, from and after 
^Friday August J a.m/ (hunt then over), Friedrich him- 
self, — ^renouncing Haddick and the hunt. Straight towards 
Frankfurt thenceforth; headquarters Beeskow that night; 
ne:xft night, Mlillrose, whither Wedell is appointed, within 
twelve miles of Frankfurt. This is the end of ■Friedrich's 
*|j ^ , phase and March ; burnt deeply into his own weary brain, 
if ours still refuse it admittance ! Here, of utterly fatigued 
tone, is a Note of his, chiefly on business, to Minister 
B'inckenstein. Indeed there are, within tlie next ten days, 
Three successive Notes to Finckenstein, which will l>e worth 
heading in their <due places. This is the Slrst of them : 

llie King to Ch*qfvo?i FimJcenstein (at Berlin) 

* Beeskow, M XugusI 1^50. 

^ I am just arrived here, after cruel and frightful niarchiiigs * (Olwfcf 
Mmsdf, how&mry ^ There is nothing desperate in all tliat ; and I believe 
the noise and disquietude this hurlyburly has caused will he the worst 
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Of It Show this Letter to everybody, that it m&j be ^own the State 

i “ndefended.^ I hare made above 1,000 prisoners from Haddick. 

• All his meal-wagons lave been taken. Finck, I believe, wiU keep an 
eye on him,’ and secure Berlin from attempts of his. This is all I 
can say. • ^ 

‘Tomorrow I march to within two leagues of Frankfurt’ (to Mullroee, 
namely). ^Katte' (the Minister who h£x“ charge of such things) ""must 
send me lAtefttly Two Hundred Wisnels’ (say tons) ‘of Medl, and 
Bakers One Hundred, to Purstenwalde. I shall encamp at Wulkow. I 
am very tired. For six nights I have not closed an eye. Farewell.— F/ 

During the above iijtrfcate War-Dance of Five, the day 

^ile Friedrich was at Sommerfeld, the day before he, came 

in sight of Haddick’s meal-wagons going the wrong road 

there went on, at Minden on the Weser, three hundred miles 
away, a beautiful feat of War, in the highest degree salutary 
to Duke Ferdinand and Britannic Majesty’s Ministry ; feat 
which requires a word from us here. A really splendid 
Victory, this of Minden, August 1st: French driven headlong 
through the Passes there ; their ‘ Conquest of Hanover and 
W^er Country’ quite exploded and flung over the horizon ; 

Ferdinand relieved from all his distresses, and lord 
of the ascend^t again in those parts. Highly interesting to 
Riednch;— especially to Prince Henri ; whose apprehensions 
about Ferdinand and the old Richelieu Hastenbeck-Halher- 
stadt time returning on us, have been very.great; andLa£p 
now, at Schmottseifen, fires fm-de-Jme for it with allhir" 
he^. This IS a Battle still of some interest to English 
But can English readers consent to halt in this 
hot pinch of the Friedrich crisis; and read the briefest thing 

i /i! ^ can;-and will 

lEsert the Note here ; i 

Battle of Mr&n: Wednesday August 1st, 1759.— ‘Ever since Bergen 

and in spite of skUful manLe! 
Sal bright si^rkles of success, he has had a Li 

^^paiga of It The French, it would seem, are really got into better 
dfS 1 ^ BeUeisle s exertions as War-Minister have beL almostS- 
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Coiitaies^ mmm Rlikie again, in tibosa Weser Countries, who 
is fikilfol in Ms way, mi Is |)rieked.-on by ©mnktioa of Broglio, has feeeii 
»f rwdiog himself oat steadily progressive there ; %hile Broglio, pasMng ^ 
along from PrankfErt-on-Maya, has conquered Hessen; is into Hanover; 
on liie edge of comquering Hain^er,"-%?hich how is Ferdinand to hinder? 
Ferdinand has got two, if not three Armies to deal with, and in numher 
is not raueh superior to one* If he run to save Hanover from Broglio, 
he loses Westphalia: Osnahru^ (his nsiigazine), Munstor, fippstadt, — 
Contades, if left to himself, wiS take these, after short /lege; and will 
nestle himself there, and then advance, not like a transitory fever-fit, 
htft like visible death, on Halfbver. Tfrdinand, rapid yet wary, man- 
oeuvred his very best among those interestif of his, on the left bank of 
Weser<i5 but after the surprisal of Minden from him (brilliantly done by 
Broglio, and the aid of a treacherous peasant), especially after the capture 
of Osnabruck, his outlooks are gloomy to a degree : and at VersaBles, 
and at Minden where Contad|8 has established himself, ‘^‘^the Conquest, 
of Hanover" (beautiful counterweight to all one"s losses in America or 
elsewhere) is regarded as a certainty of this Year, 

*For the last ten days of July, about Minden, the manoeuvring, especi- 
ally on Ferdinand"s part, had been intense ; a great idea in the head of 
Ferdinand, more or less unintelligible to Contades. Contades, with 
some S0,000, which is the better half of his force, has taken one of the 
unassailahlest positions. *He lies looking northward, his right wing on 
the^^Yeser with posts to Minden (Minden perhaps a mile north-eastward 
there), on his left impassable peatbogs and quagmires ; m front a quaggy 
Rive? or impassable black Brook, called the Bastau, coming Irons the 
w^ward, which disembogues at Minden : * — there lies Contiides, m if 
^ a rabMt-hole,^say militery mm ; for defence, if that were the sole 
% no post can he stronger, Contades has in person say ^10,000; 
and round him, on both sides of the Weser, are Broglio with 20,000 ; 
besides other Divisions, I know not how many, besieging Munster, 
capturing Osnabruck (our hay magazine), attempting Lippstadt by 
surprise (to no purpose), and diligently working forward, day by day, 
to-Ferdinand"s ruin in those Minden regions. Three or four Divisions 
busy in that mannm* ; — and above all, we say, he has Broglio with a 
20,000 on the right or east hank of the Weser, — who, if Ferdinand quit 
him even for a day, seems to have Hanover at discretion,^nd can march 
any day upon Hanover City, where his light troops have already been 
more than once. Why doesn't Ferdinand cross Weser, re-cross Weser ; 
'COerce Broglio back; and save Hanovfr? cry the Gazetteers and a PuBlic 
of weak Judgment, Pitt's Public is inclined to murmur abcmt Ferdi- 
nand ; Pitt himself never, Ferdinand persists in sticking by Mindea 


• * Sketch of Flan, p, 54, 
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E6%liboiiriLOod ; and, in a scarcely acconntaMe way, manoeijyrring tliere, 
ghooting^ut therefrdm 4vhat mischief he can npon the various Contades 
people in their sieges and the like. ' 

^On Contades himself he can pnetend^to do nothing, — except ho^d* 
wink him, entice him out, and try to get a chance on him. But for his 
own subsistence and otherwise, he is very lively ; — snatches, by a sudden 
stroke, Bremen City; ^*‘Yes tn^y, Bremen is a Reichstadt; oor^ shall 
^ou snatch it, as you did Frankfurt ; hut I*will, instead : and my English 
proviant-ships sh?.!! have a sure haven henceforth ! Snatches Bremen by 
one sudden stroke ; ^•c-snatches Ognahriidb by another our magazine 
considerably increased since y<^ have had it, many thanks ! ; does lose 
Mupster, to' his sorrow ; but nevertheless sticks by his ground her© ; — 
nay, detaches his swift-cutting Nephew, the Hereditary Prince, who is 
growing famous for such things, to cut-out Contades’s strong post to 
southward (Gohfeld, ten miles up the Weser) which guards his meal- 
wagons, after their long journey from the solith. That is Contades^s one 
weak point, in this posture of things : his meal' is at Cassei, seventy miles 
off. Broglio and he see clearly, Till we can get a new magazine much 
nearer flanover, or at lowest, can ciear-out these people from infesting 
us here, there is no moving northward ! ’’ Ta both Contades and Broglio 
that is an evident thing: the corollary to which is, Tliey must fight 
Ferdinand ; must watch lynx-like till a chance ^urn-up of beating him 
in fight That is their outlook; and Ferdinand knows it is, — afld 
maniBuvres accordingly. Military men admire much, not his movements 
only, but his clear insight into Contades’s and Broglio's temper of mkid, 
and by what methods they were to be handled, they and his oym affairs 
together, and brought whither he wanted them.^ * 4 

^This attempt on Gohfeld was a serious mischief fo^Contacles, 
succeeded. But the detaching of the Prince of Brunswick on it, and 
weakening one's too weak Army, ^^What a rashness, what an over- 
sight!" thinks Contades (as Ferdinand wished him to do); our 
skilful enemy, in this extreme embarrassment, losing head, then ? Look 
at his left wing yonder ” — (General Wangenheim, sitting behind batteries,^ 
in his Village of Todtenhausen, looking into Minden i?om the north) ; — 

Wangenheim's left leans on the Weser, yes ; but Wangenheinf's right, 
observe, has no su|fjport within three miles of it : tear Wangenheim out,* 
Ferdinand's dank is hare I " Tiiese things seemed to Contades the very 
chanc<?he had beenVaiting for ; and brought him triumpliantiy out of 
Ms rabbit-hole, int?> the Heath of ^linden, as Ferdinand hoped they 
would do. ^ 

^ And so, Tuesday Evening July things being now ail ripe, upwards 

of d0,O0O French are industriously In motion. Contades has ntneteea 

» * 

^ In Mamiiim (it 41 -^ 4 ) minute account of all that • . 
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terilfW bn III# Bmtm Brook, in frool of lilim ; fall## tlik oiglt,' to 
CJoolades’s Camp, is to mean ^<meral all of f opi aerowi 

Ikes# BineteaB Bridges, to yoar stations m tke PJaln or Heatli of Miaden 
yonder, — and be^ ponctaal, like tbe ^look ! ** Broglio crosses W€»er by 
Ik^Town Bridge, ranks blmdlf opposite TodtenlmMSin ; mi tlirongk 
tlie livelong nigbt tlier© is, on tlie part of tbe 50,000 Frencb, a very 
great* marebing and deployiHg, Contades and Broglie ^logetlier are 
51,400 foot and borse, Ferdteand^s etitire force wili**ti6 near 46,0iM); 
* but on tbe day of Battle be is only 06,000, — bavii^ detaebed tlie 
ffereditary Prince on GobfeliJ, in wfeat view we know.— Tbe BuUk 0f 
Minden^ called also of Tonhausm (meaflin^ rod^enhaiisen), wbicb here- 
upon ^fell out, has still its fame in the world ; and, I perceive, is well 
worth study by the soldier mind : though nothing but the rough outline 
of it is possible here, 

^ Ferdinand’s posts extend from the Weser river and Todtenhansen 
^ iround by Stemmem, HoMmnsen, to Barium and the Bog of Bastam 
(the chief part of him towards Bastau),- — in various Villages, and woody 
« patches and favourable spots ; all looking-in upon Minden, from a 
distance of dve or seven miles ; forming a kind of arc, with Minden for 
centre. He will march-i^ in eight Columns; of course, with wide 
intervals between them, — wide, but continually narrowing as he advances; 
which will indeed be ruiiaons gaps, if Ferdinand wait to be attacked ; but 
which will coalesce close enough, if he be speedy upon Contades. For 
Contades’s line is also of arc-like or almost semicircular form , behind it 
Minden as centre ; Minden, which Is at the intersecCoii of Weser and 
the Brook ; Ms right lank is on Weser, Broglio mrmm Wangenheim the 
^extreme right ; Ms lefl^ with inisnfery and artillery, rwte on that blwk 
of BasiSur with its nineteen Bridges. As the ground on both 
wings is rough, not so ht for Cavalry, Contades puts his Cavalry wholly 
in the centre : they are the flower of the French Army, about 10, 
horse in all ; Arm open ground ahead of them there, with strongbatteries, 
masses of infantry to support on each flank ; batteries to ply with cross^ 
^fire any assailant that may come on. Broglio, we said, is right wing ; 
strong in artillery and infantry, Broglio is to root-out Wangenheim : 
after which, — or even before which, if Wangenheim is kept busy and we 
^are nimble, — what becomes of Ferdinand’s left flank, ^ith a gap of three 
miles between Wangenheim and him, and 10,000 chc^en horse to take 
advantage of it I Had the French been of Prussian dexterity and pimble- 
ness in marching, it is very possibly something might have come of this 
latter circumstance : but Ferdinand knows they are not ; and Intends to 
lake good care of his flank. ** 

* Contades and his people were of willing mind ; but had no skil in 
'"^^marcMug-up”; Snd, once got across the Bastau by their nineteen' 
Bifidges, they watesd many hopm far, am I? not far enough?' 
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Too close? not close enough?'' — and broiled about, in mucb ImiTjand 
confusiop, ail nigbt» Fight was to have begun at 5 in ISie morning, 
*Broglio was in his place, silently looking into Wangenheim, hj 5 o'clock ; 
but unfortunately did nothing upon Wangenheim (-^^Not ready you„ I 
see J"), except cannonade a little and indeed all ikrdugh did no thing 
Still not ready you others I") ; which surely was questionable conduct, 
though not Reckoned so at Versailles, whsen the case came to be argued 
there. As to ttTe Contades pedj^le, acrois those nineteen Bridges, they 
had a baffling cMifused night ,* and were by no means correctly on their 
ground at sunrise, nor at 7 o'clqpk, noi^at 8 ; and were still mending 
themselves when the shock came, and time was dones, 

^The morning is very mllty; but Ferdinand h^ himself been out 
examining since the earliest daybreak: his orders last nighifwere. 

Cavalry be saddled at 1 in the morning,” — having a guess that there 
would be work, as he now finds there will From 6 a.m. Ferdinand is 
issuing from his Camp, flowing down eastward, beautifully concentric, 
closing on Contades ; horse not in centre, but English Infantry in centre 
(Six Battalions, or Six Regiments by English reckoning) ; right opposite 
those 10,000 Horse of Contades's, the sight of whom seems to be very 
animating to them. The English Cavalry stand on the right wing, at 
the Village of Hartum: Lord George Sackvilie had not been very 
punctual in saddling at 1 o'clock ; but he is th^*e, raaiked on the ground, 
at 8 , — in what humour nobody knows ; sulky and flabby, 1 should ra^Jier 
guess. English Tourists, idle otherwise, may take a look at Hartum on 
the south side, siS the spot where a very ugly thing occurred that daj. 

^ Soon after 8 the Fight begins : attack, by certain Hessians, on Halhlen 
and its batteries ; attempt to drive the French out of Hahlen^as the ij«rst 
thmg,-~which does not succeed at once (indeed toqk.,three attacks li 
all) ; and perhaps looks rather tedious to those Six English Battaii^sT" 
Ferdinand's order to them was, You shall march up to attack, you Six, 
on sound of drum ” ; but, it seems, they read it, hg sound of drum " : 

Beating our own drums ; yes, of course I '’—and, being weary of this 
Hahlen work, hr fancying they had no concern with it, strode on, double- 
quick, without waiting for Hahlen at all I To |he horror of tlidr 
Hanoverian comrades, who nevertheless determined to foliowfcas second 
line. The Contades cross-fire of artillery, battery of SO guns on 
flank, of 36 on the other, does its best upon this forward-minded Infantry, 
but they seem to heed it little ; walk right forward ; and, to the astonish- 
ment of those Fi^pnch Horse and^of all the world, entirely break and. 
ruin the charge made on them, and tramp forward in chase of the same. 

' H feel astonished, insulted ; and rush-out again, furloiiMy ' 

’ ^^ging ; 'the English halt and serry themselves : “ No fire till they lire 
Wit&n forty paces ” ; and then such pouring torreists of it as no horse #r 
,man can endure. Rally after rally there Is, on the part of |hose^l04)CI0 ; 
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HisM %mt mass of them indignMitlj plooges o%--agaiii; ever 
ahout six cl^ar^os in all do »ot break tlie j^nglisli oae of 

them (regiment Mestre-de-Camp^ raised to a pfe-oxysm) does once get 
through^ across the first but is blown back in dreadful circumstances 
by J;be second. tMter wMcb tfcey gtre it up, as a thing that cannot be 
done. And rush rearward, nither, thither, the whole seventy-live 
squadrons of them ; and bei^’eeti their two wings of infantry are seen 
boiling in complete disorder/' c *p ^ 

^This has lasted about an fiour: this is essentially Jthe soul of the 
Fight, — ^though there wanted not other activities, to right of it and to 
yX left, on both sides ; aitlllaries 

H ^roing at a mighty rate on both 

wings ; and counter-artilMes 
(superlative practice by Cap- 
tain Phillips” on our right 
wing) ; Broglio cannonading 
Wangenheim very loudly, but 
with little harm done or 
suffered, on their right wing* 
Wangenheim is watchful of 
that gap between Ferdinand 
and him, till it close itself 
sufficiently. Their right-wing 
infantry did once make some 
attempt th^^re ; but the 
Prussian Horse — (always a 
small body of Prussians serve, in 
this Allied Army) — sh©tM>ut, 
'and in a brilliant manner 
swept /them:'';., home 'again,. ■■ 
Artillery. ' 'and' ’ that' ■..■ yrelly;: 
charge of Prussian Horse are 
all one remembers, except this 
of the English and Hanover 
Foot in the centreT: an unsurpassable thing,” says Tempelhof (though 
it so easily might have been a fata! !) — which has set Contades's centre 
foiling, and reduced Contades altogether to water, as it«were. Contades 
said bitterly: have seen what I never thought to be possible,—^ 

Mngle line of infantry break through three lines of "'cavalry ranked in 
order of battle, and tumble them to rtkin I ^ ^ 

, *This was the feat, this hour's work in the centre, tlie essential soul 
0I the Fight and had Lord George 3 ackville, General of the Horse, 

^ ^ Stenael, v, 204. 
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come on when groped for and bidden, here had been such a rain, sav 
_ au judges, as seldojn came upon an Army. • Lord Gecrg^—everlastine 
disgrace and sorrow on the name of him,— could not see his way to 
coming on; delayed, haggled; would not even let Granby, his lieutenant, 
come ; not for a second Adjutant, ^ot ft? a third ; nevSr came on atoall • 
but rode to the Prince, asking, “How am I to come on.?” tyho, with 
? ^ enough admiw, did not instantly kill him, 

merTr n? “ ‘T’ opportunity is now 'past!" 

Whereby Contedes escaped rum, and was only beaten. By about 10 in 

the morning all was over. When a man's centre is gone to water, no 

fW hridge8,_well tormented, they say, by 

Captmn Philhps s artillery, till he got beyond the knoUs again. ^ JBrLiicf 
“ musket-fire- at all, but had merely barkelon 
angenheim all mornmg, instead of biting, covered the retreat and 
withdrew into Minden. And we are a hpaten Army,-thanTs to Cd 
eorge^ not an annihilated one. Our loss being only 7,086 (with heawy 

Hie); theirs being 2,822,— fuU half 

ofit falling on those rash Six Battalions.* ^ 

tie evening.? The 

itoeitaty Prince, busy there on us duriifg the very hours ofWdea, 
h^ blown our rearguard division to the wjpda there;— and we must 
move southward, one and all of us, without a moment’s delay i Out of 
& 1 S raobit-hole the retreat by rearward is through a difficult country 
Ae WestphahA Gates so-called; fetal to Varus’s Legions long aZ’ 
Contades got under way that very night ; lost most ^is bago^^i 
his conquests, ftat shadow-conquest of Hanover, and more £ Ih S 
glorms (Versailles shrieking on him, “Resigi you^ let Bregtio | 
chief ) , and, on the whole, jumbled homeward 'hither and thith^— 
grwitating towards the Rhine, nothing but Wesel to depend on in those 
parts, as heretofore. Broglio retreated Frankfurt-way, also as usu/ 
though iwt quite so far; and at VersaiUes had clearly the victory' 
ZmIous Belleisle could not protect his Contades; it [s not knora 
whether he privately blamed Contades or blamed BroJL tor 

^ ^ *0 himself withal had Minden 

heenl That s^dow-conquest of Hanover is quite vanished 

* MauviUon, ii. L-6o; Templehof, iii. lu-zfo etc etc ■ n™ , 

jteck, Ferdinand wahrend dee sieienjdhrigm Adem (i Let T 

Letter to Friedrich of ‘Tulv ?ist’ • anri H .fo ^"dinand’s 

details about SackviUe and ‘^August ist/ ' ^ 
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in lP»ilE3t»4’8 ®|ii»E were certain Letters from Belleisle to Contad«, in- 
edieaHii^ striftige tMngs;-— for example, MfmMfmre un desert dt ^ 
(aU Mmmm^ I tkink, lest Ferdinand advance on you) ^^demnt fArmie/* 
and the like. Whicli Ferdinand saw good to publish, and wbich resounded 
ratlnsr hideously tbrough the gememl mind/ ^ 

Ignominious Sackyille was tried by Court-martial ; cashiered, declared 
incapa|^ia of ja^ain serving hiS Majesty ^in any military yapacity*; — 
perhaps a mild way of signifyiii^g that )fe wanted the common courage 
of a soldier? Zealous Majesty, always particular in aroldier matters, 
proclaimed it officially to be ^ a^entence worse than death * ; and further- 
more, with his own royal hand, taking the pen himself, struck-out 
Sackville from the List of Privy Councillors. Proper surely, and 
indispensable; — and should have been persisted in, like Fate; which, 
in a new Reign, it was not I For the rest, there was always, and is, 
something of enigma in Sackville’s palpably bad case. It is difficult to 
think that a Sackville wanted scommon courage. This Sackville fought 
duels with propriety ; in private life, he was a surly, domineering kind 
of fellow, and had no appearance of wanting spirit. It is known, he did 
not love Duke Ferdinand ; far from it ! May not he have been of 
peculiarly sour humour that morning, the luckless fool ; sulky against 
Ferdinand, and his * saddling at one o’clock'; sulky against himself, 
against the world and ipankind ; and flabbily disinclined to heroic 
practices for the moment? And the moment came; and the man was 
not there, except in that foggy, flabby and forever ruinous condition ! 
Archenholtz, alone of Writers, judges that he expressl/V^anted to spoil 
the battle of Minden and Ferdinand’s reputation, and to get appointed 
Command©# in Ms stead. Wonderful ; but may have some vestige of 
tool Trui^ j;hi8 Sackville was as fit to lead the courses of the 
“SSSw to lead armies* But such a Sackville has ambition, and, what is 
fatally more peculiar to him, a chance for unfolding it ; — any blockhead 
has an ambition capable, if you encourage it sufficiently, of running to 
the infinite. Enough of this particular blockhead ; and may it be long 
before we see Ms like again I — 

'The English Cav§hy was in a rage with Sackville. Of the English 
Infantry, Historians say, what is not now much heard of in this Country, 
^Xh®t these unsurpassable Six* (in industrious vaIou« unsurpassable, 
though they mistook orders, and might have fared badly 1) ^are ever 
since called the Minden Regiments ; that they are the 12th, 20tli, <28d, 
2Sth, S?th and Slst of the British lij^e ;; and carry ** Minden ” on tlieir 
colours/ ® — ^with silent profit, I hope I 

^ Were taken at Detmold CTempclhof, iii 223) j 014 Hewspapers Ml of 
■ Ul5cerpts from them, in the weeks following. 

■ Kauskr, etc. p. 5S7* 
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Fancy how Pitt’s public, lately gloomy and dubious, blazed 
.aloft ilfto joyful Ceijainty again ! Pitt’s outlooks*have been 
really gloomy all this season; nor are the difficulties yet 
ended, though we hope they vPill ©nd. Let us.add this ofjier 
bit of Synchronism, which is still of adverse aspect, over Seas ; 
and will bf^gungently interesting tit Pitt and Eng]and,.when 
they come to^hear of it. * • 

‘ B^ore Qudiec, July Slst, 17591 This*feame Evening, at Quebec, an 
the other side of the Atlanti#,— evening at Quebec, 9 or 10 at night for 
Coatades and his nineteen Bridges,— there is a difficult affair goipg on. 
Above and below the Falls of Montmorenci, and their outflow into the St. 
Lawrence: attempt on General Wolfe’s part to penetrate through upon 
the French, under Marquis de Montcalm, French Commander-in-chief, 
and to get a sti-oke at Quebec and him, :i^om the south side of the SL 
Lawrence, nothing can be done upon Quebec, such the distaitce over. 
From Isle d Orleans and the north side, it is also impossible hitherto. 
Easy enough to batter the Lower Town, from your ships and redoubts ' 
hut the High Town towers aloft on its eheer pinnacles, inaccessible 
even to cannon ,• looks down on the skilfulest British Admiral and Fleet 
M if with an air of indifference, — trying him*on dark nights with fire- 
ships, fire-rafts, the cunningest kinds of pyrotechny, which he skilftiUv 
tows aside. ^ ^ 

strenuous thing, this of Wolfe’s; though an unsuccessful.* To- 
wards evening, the end of it; all Quebec assembled on the southern 
ramparts, witnessing with intense interest; the sublime Falls of hfonfc. 
morenci gushing on, totally indifferent. For alfouT; a month 
General Wolfe, with the proper equipments, and about 10,000 men 
naval and military, who was expressly selected by Pitt to besiege 
Quebec, and is dying to succeed, has been trying every scheme to get 
into contact with it:-to no purpose, so lofty, chasmy, rocky is fiie 
^ound, cut by mountainous precipices and torrent streams, branches of 
the grand St. Lawrence River; so skilfuUy taken advantage of by Mont- 
c m and his people, who are at home here, and in regulars nearly equal 
Wolfe, not tcspeak of Savages and Canadians. Wolfe’s plan of tue 
31st was not ill-laid; and the execution has been zealous, seamen and 
todsmen ahke of willing mind but it met with accidents. Accidents 
in boatmg ; then a still worse ^cident on landing ; the regiment of 
gremadiera, which crossed below the Falls, having, so soon as landed, 
i^h^-off on the redoubt there on their own score, without waiting for 

cooperate above the MfoS 
Which cut Wolfe to the heart; and induced him, especially as the iSde 
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wm making again, to give-up tke enterpriw altogether, and recall 
everybody, vp^ile it was yet time.^ Wolfe is strict in disciplii^ ; loves 
tb© willing mind, none more, and can kindle it afnong those about Mm f 
but b© loves discipline witbal, and knows bow fatal tbe too- willing 
mav be. For sisi* weeks more t^ere if toil on tlia back of toil everywhere 
for poor Wolfe. He fails into fevers, into miseries, almost into broken 
heart; — nothing sure to him^but that of doing his own noor utmost 
to thg very death. After six weeks, shall perha]pr’^ear of him 
again. Gliding swiftly towards death ; but also toward^ victory and the 
goal of all his wishes.* 

* And now, after this flight half roj^nd the world, it is time 
we returned to Oder Country, and a Friedrich on the edge V)f 
formidable things there. Next day after Beeskow, where we 
left Mm, he duly arrived at Mullrose ; w^as joined by Wedell 
there, August 6th ; and is now at Wulkow, — ^ encamped 
between Lebus and Wulkow,’ as we hear elsewhere ; — quite in 
the environs of Frankfurt and of great events. 

Frkdricli to Graf von Fimhemtein (Second Note) 

^ ‘ Wulkow, 8th August 1769. 

you hear of firing tomorrow, don't be surprised; it is our re- 
joicing for the Battle of Minden. I believe I shall hsiye to keep you 
in si^pense some days yet I have many arrangements to make, I 
find great ^difficulties to surmount, — and it is required to save our 
^Jountry, not to lose it: 1 ought both to he more prudent and more 
ffl trfwprising thaxf ever. In a word, I will do and undertake whatever 
I find feasike and possible. With all that, I see myself in the neces- 
sity of making haste, to check the designs Haddick may have on Berlin. 
Adieu, mon cher. In a little, you will have either a Be Frofundu or a 
fe I)eum » — 
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nt 

BATTLE OF KtJKEESDOEF r 

SffNBAT July S9th, at FranKBurt-on-Oder 3ivine worslfip 
was broken-in upon, and the poor City thrown into con- 

^ Ginikm&n^s for 1759, pp* 470-3 ; Thackemy, i 438. 

c ® &:mnts df Frldirictxxy, 305, 3c^. 
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stemation, by actual advent, or as good as advent, of the 
_ Russi«ns : ‘ On ihe Crossen road, close by ; confing, come ! ’ 
And they did undeniably appear, next morning, in force ; on 
the opposite, eastern or Kun«rsd(^ side of % River, on the 
top of the Oder-Dam there ; and demanded instant admission, 
under peM^y of general death by ?Sre. 

Within^e Town stoo<J Major#Amim, a Veteran of* those 
parts, with 400 militia ; these, with their muskets and with 
two cannon, are the only iJsfence •f Frankfurt. The Town 
has Gates ; but its wails, I doubt, are mainly garden-walls 
ahd house-walls. On the eastern side, the River, especially 
if you have cannon on the Bridge, gives it something of pro- 
tection ; but on the western and all other sides, it is overhung 
by heights. This Frankfurt, like*its bigger Namesake on 
the Mayn, is known as a busy trading place, its Fairs much 
frequented in those Eastern parts ; and is believed by the 
Russians to be far richer tlian it js. The reader, as there 
happens to be ocular testimony extant,^ may like to see a 
httle how they behaved there. * 

■■#■■■■ 

‘ Arnim, takyjg survey of the Russian Party, values it, or what he can 
see of It, at 1,000' (they really were 6,000); ‘ keeps his Drawbridge up; 
and answers stoutly enough, «No.” Upon which, from th^ Ode^Dam 
aere flies-off one fiery grenade ; one and no more,— which alighted k 
the house of "Mrs. Thielicke, a Baker’s Widow, ^ThS was sfamdi,"- 

lift f Wew the house considerably to 

wreck, but id not set fire to it. Arnim, all tlie Magistrates eiitreatin»- 

t ^ shoving.^iffhistwo 

^nnon to the Northern Gate ; and in fact is making his packao'es with 
M ..p„h CO.,™," A„l„, ..L ..rx aS 

cannon_, since no good is to be done here I ” ♦ 

Arnim Thielicke grenado fell* obstinate 
Ainim ivonld hy no means go; only packed aU the faster. A second 
Ammons came: stdl. No. For the third and last time the Russians 
then summon .-^"G renadoes, a^hundred more of them lie ready, 

^ iei Kumrsdorf, mit, etc. (Berlin, «8oi). 

intelligent man ; hm 

Mmpiled in bnef form, with an elaborate Chart too. a clear account of every. 

thmgj in the Battle and before and after it. * ^ 
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— !'* *^Wb will, w© will I O merdM servant ef Cssaiisfi 
Majesty!*' litssionately signify the Magistrates, <Bnt. AmimfiSv still' 
negative, still keeps tke Bridge np. One of ikS hundred does go, by 
way of foretaste : tkis liglited near the Ober Kirche, in the chimney 
of ike Town MaSikns ; bron^t thS chimney crashing down on him * 
(fancy a man with some fineness of ear); ^ tore the house a good deal to 
pieces, but again did not set it^on fire. Your obstinate ^l^wn can be 
bombarded, then, — cannot itj” observed the RussiacrtJiesseBger. — 
^‘^Give ns Free Withdrawal I” proposes Arnim. you to be 

Prisoners of War; Town at Czarish |dajesty's discretion/' Never," 
answers Arnim (to the outward*ear),— Ho ; oh, for the love of Heaven, 
go!” cry all Oificial people. ^ 

^ Anfim, deaf to clamour, but steadily diligent in getting ready, does 
at last go ; through the Lebus Suburb, quick march ; steady, yet at his 
best step ; — taking the Town-keys in Ms pocket, and leaving the Draw- 
bridge up. One is sorry for^poor Arnim and his 400 Militia; whc^e 
conduct was perfect, under difficulties and alarms ; but proved unsuc- 
cessful. The terrified Ma^strates, finding their Keys gone, and the 
confiagrative Russians at their gates, got blacksmiths on the instant; 
smote down, by chisel and mallet, the locked Drawbridge, smote open 
the Gates : Enter, O gracious Sirs ; and may Czarish Majesty have 
mercy on us 1 " So that Arnim had small stax*t for marchers on 
foot^; and was overtaken about half-way. Would not yield still, though 
the odds were overwhelming ; drew himself out on the best ground dis- 
coverable ; made hot resistance ; hot and skilful ; but 5n vain. About 
six in the evening, Arnim and Party were brought back. Prisoners, 
'to Frankfttft again, — self, surviving men, cannons and all (self in a 
#Qimnded 8 tate);-rand ^^were locked' in various Brewhouses"; little of 
surgery, I should fear. Poor Arnim ; man could do no more 5 and 
he has been unfortunate/ 

It is by no means our intention to describe the Iliad of 
miseries, the agitations, terrors and disquietudes, the tribu- 
lation and utter haiTOwing to despair, which poor Frankfurt 
underwent, incessantly from that day forward, &r about five 
weeks to come. ^ The furnishings of victual ’ (Russian stock 
quite out) ^were to an inconceivable amouni; surrender of 
arms, of linens, cloths, of everything usefuf to a hungry 
Army ; above all things, of horses, so that at last there were 
but four horses left in all Frankfurt; and’ — ^But we must 
.. Mt go into detail$r 
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^On the second day^ besides all this,' what will be significant of it 
allj ^thfre was exacted ransom of 600^000 thalers (90^€#0/.)# you 
’shall be delivered to tfie Cossacks ! ” Frankfurt has not above 12^000 
inhabitants within its bounds ; liere is a sudden poll-tax of 71 10s, per 
head. Frankfurt has not such a siftn ; tHe most rigorous collection^did 
not yield above the tenth part of it. And more than once those 
sanguinary v^abonds were openly drawKkOut, pitch-link in hand : The 
0DjOOO/. or-— ^ Civic-Presidemey Ofiice^in Frankfurt was not a Ijed of 
roses. The poor Magistrates rushed distractedly about ; wrung-out 
moneys to the last drop ; moneys^ and in the end plate from those that 
had it ; went in tearful deputattm to GeBeral Soltikof, — a severe proud 
kind of man, capable perhSps of being flattered, — who usually locked 
them up instead. Magistrates were locked in Russian ward, at ou^ time, 
for almost a week ; sat in the blazing sun ; if you try for the shade of a 
tree, the sentry handles aims upon you ; — and were like to die. To me, 
Kriele, it is a miracle how the most of us lived ; nay, we never really 
wanted food, so kind was Providence, so generous our poor neighbours 
out of all the Towns round. The utmost of money that could be raised 
was 6,000/. ; nothing but some little of plate, and our Bill for the 
remainder. Soltikof, a high kind of gentleman, saw at last how it stood ; 
let the Magistrates out of ward ; sent back the plate — Nothing of that 1 
— nay, Czarish Majesty was herself generous; and Jbr^am the Bill, on 
our petition, next Year, Cossacks, indeed,*" were a plunderous wild 
crew ; but the Russians kept them mostly without the gates, *1116 
regular Russians were civil and orderly, officers and men, — greatly 
beyond the Austrians in behaviour.'^ By these few traits ccmcelve 
Frankfurt : this, now forgotten in most books, is a backgroimd on which 
things were transacted still memorabl^to everybody, ^ ^ 

*■ Friday August 8d, General Loudon came to hand : arrived early * 
in the Guben' (or Western) ^ Suburb, his 18,000 and he. In high spirits 
naturally, and somewhat exultant to have evaded Friedrich ; but found 
a reception that surprised him. The Russians had been living in the 
hope of junction ; but still more vividly in that of meal, Auxiliaries ; 
humph, — only 18,000 of them ; how much welcomer had been as many 
hundredweights of meal 1 ” Loudon had pushed his baggage direct into 
Frankfurt; and likewise a requisition of such and sucli provianis, 
weights of m^eal and the like, in exuberant amount, to be furnisSed 
straightway by the City : neither of which procedures would the Russians 
lysar of for a ipoment "^Out^with you said they roughly to the 
baggage-people : quarter in the Guben Suburb, or where you like; not 
■ here ! ” And with regard to the requisition of proviaiit, they answered 
in a scornful angry key, ^'Provlant? You too without it? You have 

^ Kriele, hi Kunersd&rf^ pp. 1-15 (incompressed state)* • 
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not toiiglit US iwealj, according to covenant ; instead of meal, yon oring 
ns 18,000 ne^ eaters, most; of tliem on horseba)^, -'■-Satan tlia£k yon I ^ 
From Frankfurt be very certain you can get no ounce of meal ; Frankfurt 
is our own poor meal-bag, dr^dfully scanty : stay outside, and feed 
wbawe and liow ydu can I ” ^ 

^ All tins, Loudon, thougli of hot temper easily capable of rising to the 
fierce point, had to endure in sSence, for the common inter^* Loudon’s 
own tal)le is furnished from F*»^ankfurt p no other Austrian man’s : all 
others have to shift liow they can. Sad requisitioning Seeded, and sad 
plunder to supplement it : the Austrian behaviour was very bad, say the 
Frllnkfurters ; in particular, Siey had b?trnt gradually ail the corn-mills 
in tbe country ; within many miles not one mill stfinding when they left 
us,” — sTnd four horses all the conveyance-power we had. Soltikof lodges 
in great pomp, much soldiery and cannon parading before his doors ; not 
an undignified man, or an inhuman or essentially foolish, but very high 
in his ways, and distasteful to Anstrian dignitaries.’ 

The Russian Army lies mainly across Oder ; encamped on 
the Judenberg, and eastward there, along the Heights, near 
three miles, to Kunersdocrf and beyond. They expect Fried- 
rich at the gates of Frankfurt shortly ; know well that they 
cannot defend Frankfurt. They calculate that Friedrich will 
attack them in their Judenberg Encampment, but hope they 
are neaidy ready for him there. Loudon, from the Guben 
Suburb, wHI hasten across, at any moment ; — ^wekome on such 
lighting occasijjn though ill-seen when the question is of 
! The Russians have their Wagenburg on an Island 
southward, farther up the River ; they have three Pontoon 
Bridges leading thither, a free retreat should they be beaten. 
And in the mean while are intrenching themselves, as only 
Driiii ^vould, — cannon and redoubts all round those Heights ; 

— and except it be screwing Frankfurt to do its impossible duty, 
and carting provender with all the horses exceftt four, have 
not much farther to do but wait till the King qome. Which 
will be speedily, it is probable ! — ; 

Wednesday August 8th, Russian and Austrian Generals, a 
cheerful party of them, had rende^svoused at Fischers MUhk ; 
a Mill not yet burnt, and a pleasant Tavern m well ; in one 
■ of the prettiest vall%s in the Western Environs intending 
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to dine there, and have a pleasant day. But the Miller’s Boy 
runs-intupon than^ wide-eyed, Himmel und Erdl Prussian 
Hussars ! ’ It was in verity Prussian Hussars ; the King of 
Prussia with them in person. aHe ft come out neconnoiteriM, 
—the day after his arrival in those parts. The pleasuring 
Generals, J^^i^ian and Austrian, spr&ng to horseback at ^heir 
^ftest, hope of dinner gdhe futile, except to the iiiteivening 
1 russian HussSrs and would have all been captured, but for 
toat Miller’s Boy ; whose Mill to» was burnt before long. 
Ihis gallop home of the ftndined Generals into Frankfurt wm 
the fiist news we poor Frankfurters had of the King’s arrfval. 

Ihe King has been punctual to his reckoning : he picked- 
up Wedell at Miillrose, — not too cordial to Wedell’s people • 
‘None of you speak to those beateL wretches,’ ordered he •' 
‘till perhaps they wipe-off their Zullichau stain ! ’ On the 
7tfa, Fnedrich advanced to Frankfurt, neighbourhood ; took 
Camp between Wulkow and Lebus;-^and has just been out 

raised, fancy what emotion in poor 
ftralffurt lying under its nightmare! ‘Next day, August 
9th, from Wulkow-Lebus hand, we’ of Frankfurt ‘heard a 

“«sket-volleys : “Nothing. of 

dfw fi """T 
nSg.’^ 

QO nTff-"*’ of this Bussian-Austrian Army, some 

90 000 in number, with such posts, artilleries, advitao-es 
judges tto he counting only 40,000, is not sti-ong enough! 
And, indeed, had so anticipated, and already judged ; and- 
accor mgy as Finck on march hitherward again,-j-BerliD 
mmt take its risk, Saxony must shift for itself in the interim.. 
2 days,_uot here at Lebus precisely, but 

aid will raise him to 50,000 . 

tion IViSdXhT ' 1 * Russian expecta- 

taon, Friednch does not attack Frankfurt ; seems quite quiet 

in his ^tonments;— he is quietly (if one knew I) making 

pl^eparations farther down the River. ‘About Reitweil 
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l«fcwteii this and Cilstriii, thei« atraugements sm pKwmiiag, 
hf m meahs of a showy sort. ■ ^ # t 

The Russian- Austrian Army quits iVankfort, leaving only* 
sogie htiBclrecfe of^gamsot: Iioiidon moves across, Soltikof 
across ; to the Ocler-Dam and farther ; and lie, powerfully 
intrenched, on those Kunersdorf Heights, and sandy Moor- 
lands, which go eastward mt right%ngles to OdeJ^am* One 
of the strongest Camps imaginable. All rodnd there, to 
beyond Kunersdorf and buck agdf , near three miles each way, 
they have a ring of redoubts, and arfellery without end. And 
lie tlifere, in order of battle, or nearly so ; ready for Friedrich, 
when he shall attack, through Frankfurt or otherwise. They 
face to the North (Reitwein way, as it happens) ; to their rear, 
and indeed to their fro^t, only not so close, are woods and 
intricate wilds. Loudon has the left flank ; that is to say, 
Loudotfs left-hand is towards the Oder-Darn and Frankfurt ; 
he li^ at the Rothe Vor^erJc Red Grange,’ a Farmstead much 
mentioned just now) ; rather to north-westward of the Jew 
Hill and Jew Churchyard (Judetiberg and JtidenMrchqf^ like- 
wise much mentioned) ; and in advance of the general Mass."^ 
Soltikofs headquarter, I rather understand, is on the right 
wing ; probably in Kunersdorf itself, or beyond that Village ; 
^itlTere, at least, our highly important Russian right wing is ; 
^titere, elaborately fortihed; and, half a mile farther, ends,-— 
on the edge of steep dells ; the Russian brink of which is 
strongly fringed with cannon, while beyond, on the farther 
brink, they have built an abatis : so making assurance doubly 
sure. Looking to the northward all these 90,000 ; their left 
rather gouthwafd of Frankfurt Bridge, over which Friedrich 
will probably arrive. Leftward, somewhat tq rearward, they 
have bridges of their own ; should anything sinister befall ; 
three bridges which lead into that Oder Island, and the 
Russian Wagenburg thei'e. 


August 10th, Finck, punctual to time, arrives in the neigh* 
* Map, p. 158. 
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bourhood of Reitwein (which is some ten miles down-stream 
from Ifebus, fronf J^ankfurt perhaps fifteen); Friairich, the 
same day, is there before him ; eager to complete the Bridges, 
and get to business. One Bridg# is of pontoons ; one”^of 
Oder-boats floated up from Ciistrin.’ Bridges are not begun 
till nightfa^Jlj^Iest eyes be abroad; are x*eady in the minimum 
of time, .^d so, during tfte same might of the 10th, all the 
Infantry, with* their artilleries and Battle-furnitures, pour over 
in two columns; the Cavalry, *at the*due point of time, riding 
by^a ford short way to tl5e right. And at four, in the grey 
of the August morning (Saturday 11th August 1759), all 
persons^ and things find themselves correctly across : ranked 
there, in those barren, much-indented ‘Pasture-grounds of 
Gbritz’ or of (Etscher;* intending towards Kunersdorf- 
ready for unfolding into order of battle there. They leave’ 
their heavy baggage at Goritz, Wunsch to guard the Bridges 
and it ; and, in succinct condition, are all under way. At 
one in the afternoon we are got to Leissow and Bischofsee ; 
scrubby hamlets (as the rest all are), not above two miles’ 
from Kunersdorf. The August day is windless, shiny, sultry ; 
man and horse'are weary with the labours, and with the want 
of sleep : we decide to bivouack here, and rest on the scrubby 
surface, heather or whatever it is, till to-morrow. 

j^ck is Vanguard, ahead short way, and ft^ifh his left On' 
a bit of lake or bog ; the Army is in two lines, with its rivht 
on Leissow, and has Cavalry in the kind of wood which tlmre 
IS to rear. Friedrich, having settled the positions, rides out 
r^onnoitering; hither, thither, over the Heights of Trettin, 
Phe day being still hot, he suffers considerably froin thirst ’ 
(It is our one ^lecdote), ‘ in that arid tract : at last a Peasant 
does bring him, direct from the fountain, a jug of pure cold 
watet ; whom, lucky man, the King rewarded with a thaler • 
and not only so^but, the man Being intelligent of the localities’ 
took with him to answer questions.’ Readers too may desire to 
gam some knowledge of the important ground now under survey. 

^ Map, p. 158. 
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^'Frsakfttrt> a very aneieat Town, not a very beatitlful/ says my Note, 
'slanis on Uti alluvinin whicli hm been ground-down from eertein clay 
Hills on tlie left bank of Oder, It counted abow.t 12,000 inliabitants in- 
Frieciricli's time ; bas now perbaps about 20,000 ; not lialf tlie bulk of 
its namesake oa^tbe Mayn; br.t wl^ Three great Fairs annually, and 
mindi trade of tlie rough kind. On this left or west bank of Oder the 
country Is arable, moderately grassy and umbrageous, the prospect round 
you net unpleasant ; but eastward, over^the River, r!othiujr*can be more 
in contrast, Oder is of swift thrrent, of turbid colour, as it rolls under 
Frankfurt Bridge, — Wooden Bridge, with Dam. Suburb at the end ; — 
a River treeless, desolate, as yitn look upyind down ; which has, evidently, 
often changed its course, since grinding that alluvium as site for 

Frankfurt ; and which, tiiougli now holding mainly to nortlivrard, is still 
given to be erratic, and destructive on the eastern low grounds, — had not 
the Frankfurters built an Oder-Darn ” on that side ; a broad strong 
Earth-mound, running for many miles, and confining its floods. Beyond 
the Dam there are traces of "an ^^Oid Oder (A/te Oder)** ; and, in fact, 
Oder, in primeval and in recent time, has gone along, many-streamed ; 
indenting, quarrying, leaving lakelets, quagmires, miscellaneous sandy 
tumult, at a great rate, on that eastern shore. Making of it one of the 
unloveliest scenes of chaotk desolation anywhere to be met wdth ; — 
fallen unlovelier than ever in our own more recent times. 

^ What we call the Heights of Kunersdorf is a broad Chain of Knolls ; 
comiing out, at right-angles, or as a kind of spur, from the eastern high 
grounds ; direct towards Oder and Frankfurt. iMill-Hili {Muhlberg) is 
the iTOot or easternmost part of this spur. From the Muhlberg, over 
Kunersdorf, to Oder-Dam, which is the whole length of the spur, or 
,phlin of Knolls, will be little short of four miles ; the breadth of the 
ChEin is nowhere one mile, — which is its grand defect as a Camp : too 
narrow for manoeuvring in.” Here, atop and on the three sides of this 
Block of Knolls, was fought the furious Battle of Kunersdorf' (to be 
fought tomorrow), one of the most furious ever known. A Block of 
Knolls memorable ever since. 

- ^ To all appe«‘irance, it was once some big Island or chain of Islands in 
the Oder deluges ; :t is still cut witli sudden hollows , — Kuhgnind (Cow'- 
Hollow), Tiefe Weg (Deep Way), and westernmost of all, and most im- 
iTortant for u$ here, Ilohk Griiud (Big Hollow, let us cali it ; Louden* e 
Hollow” people subsequently called it); — and is everywhere strangely 
tumbied-up into knolls blunt or sharp, the work of primeval Oder ih his 
rages. In its highest knolls, — of which let readers note specially the 
Spiteberg, the Miihlberg, the Judenberg, — it rises nowhere to-150 feet; 
perhaps the general height of It may be about 100. On each side of 
it, especially on the north, the Country is of most Intricate character : 
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bushy, scraggy, with brooklets or muddy oozings %vandcring about 

especially with a thing called the Hanerflieas (Hen-Floss), whiph springs in 
.the eastern woods, and,has inconceivable difficulty to get into Oder,— if 
it get at all ! ^ This was a sore Floss to Friedrich tomorrow. Hen-Floss 
struggles, painfully meandering ajid ocfting, along the northern side 
(sometimes close, sometimes not) of our Chain of Knolls : along Ihe 
south side of it (in our time, through the middle of it) goes the Highway 
to Reppen’ ii^roni that Highway will his attack come ! ’ thought the 
Russians, ^ alwajfs till today) : ‘ on tlie fiorth, to Leissow, to Trettin ’ 
where Friedrich is now on survey, ‘ go various wheel-tracks, hut no firm 
road. A most intricate unlovely Couqfry. Withered bent-grasses, 
heath, perhaps gorse, and ^n both sides a great deal of straggling 
F vest-wood, reaching eastward, and especially southward, for many miles. 

i or the rest,’ to our ill-luck in this place, ‘ the Battlefield of Kuners- 
dorf has had a peculiar fate in the world; that of being blown-away by 
the winds ! The then scene of things exists no longer;' the descriptions 
m tbe Old hooks are gone hopelessly irrecagnisable. In our time, there 
IS not anywhere a tract more purely of tumbled sand, than ail this 
between Kunersdorf and Dam Vorstadt; and you judge, without aid of 
record or tradition, that it is greatly altered for the worse since Fried- 
rich s time,— some rabbit-colony, or other the like insignificancy, eating- 
out the roots, till all vegetation died, and the wind got hold and ^t 
1 dancing ;— and that, in 1769, when Russian human beings took it for 

t It coherent, more or less ; covered, 

held together bjisome film of scrubby vegetation; not blowing about in 
every wind as now! Kunersdorf stands with its northern end pushed 

nW must then have been a grassy 

placa Kastward of Kunersdorf the ground has still some skin of p^i/ 
and Sticks together: but westward, all that three rfiiRes, it is a mere 
tumult of sand-hills, tumbled aliout in every direction (so diligent have 

MloTnow r n “ cut or 

tw w “0^ toaceable anywhere, but only an endless imbroglio of 

twisted sand-heaps and sand-hollows, which continually alter in the 
wind-stoi-ms. Sand whoUy, and,-except the strong pLS HighwS 
that now runs through it (to Reppen, Meseritz and the Polish Frontier 
and IS strongly paved till it get through Kunersdorf,— chaotic VhuUy • a 
scene of heapejf barrenness and horror, not to be matched but’i^ * 

iudeuipherable 

JA hundred yea^ ago, it would -have some tattered skin.— of peat of 
heather and dwarf whins, with the sand cropping-ont only lierrmr/ 

R m “ Soltikofs day,-beforo the conie.s ruined 

1 C was not till within the last sixty years, as appears. Kriele’s 
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Book (in 1801) still giires no hint of ckauge : tke Euhgrundp wkieli now 
tiasnotliing |?ut dry sand for the most industrious .ruminant^ is still a 
place of siiccnlence and herbage in Kriele's time#!: Deep Way,'" where 
at one point two carts could not pass,” was ziot yet blown out of exist- 
ence, but has stii} a Well in if” foi^p^Krlele ; Ilahk Grund (since called 
Loifdon^s Hollow), with the Jew Hill and Jew Churchyard beyond, seem 
tolerable-enough places to Krj.ele, Probably not unlike w’hat the siir- 
roundiHg Country still is, A Country of poor village^gi^nd of wild 
ground, hat generally, and buf tolerably green ; with lakelets, bushes, 
scrubs, and intricate meandering little runlets and oozelets; and in 
general with more of Forest so-called th^n now is : — this is Kunersdorf 
Chain of Knolls ; Soitikof s Intrenched C!^ip at present ; destined to 
becom^ very famous in the n'orld, after lying so long obscure under Oder 
and its rages.’ ^ 

From the Knolls of Trettin, that Saturday afternoon, 
Friedrich takes view of tlSe Russian Camp. All lying bright 
enough there; from Muhlberg to Judenberg, convenient to 
our glass ; between us and the evening Sun. Batteries most 
abundant, difficulties gre^ : Soltikof just ahead here, 72,000 ; 
Loudon at the Red Grange yonder, on their extreme left, 
with 18,000 more. An uncommonly strong position for 
90,D00 against 50,000. One thing strikes Friedrich, On front 
in this northern side, close by the base of the Russian Camp, 
runs^ — for the present away j^om Oder, but intending to 
joirS’ it elsewhere,— a palt^ little Brook, ‘^Hen-Floss^ so- 
called, with at'kast two successive Mills on it (Mleine MnMe^ 
Grasse Mnhle); and on the northern shore of it, spilling 
itself out into a wet waste called Elsbruch (Alder IVaste), 
which is especially notable to Friedrich. Alder Waste? 
Watery, scrubby ; no passage there, thinks Friedrich ; which 
his Peasant with the water-jug confirms. ^ Tell me, however," 
inquires feedrich, with strictness, ^From the^Red Grange 
yonder, \vhere General Loudon is, if you wished to get over 
to the Hohh Grundy or to the Judenberg, would you cross 
that Hen-Floss?’ ^ It is not cfossable, your Majesty; one 
has to go round quite westward by the Dam,’ ^ What, 
from Rothe Vorwerk to Big Hollow, no passage, say you ; m 
^ Tmrisfs iVb/e (Autumu 1S52}, 
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crossing ? ’ ‘ Ntpe, your Majesty,’ insists the Peasant ;— who 

• IS not aware that the Russians have made one of firm trestles 
and logs, and use it daily for ^ghway there; an error of 
soine interest to Friedrich wi^in the next twenty-four hours ! 

hriednch himself does not 'know this bit of ground • but 
there is him, besides the Peasant, a Major Linden, -whose 
Regiment usgd to lie in Frankfurt,%f whom Fi-iedrich makes 
minute q^uestioning, Lindm answers confidently ; has been 
over all this tract a hundred times* ‘but knows it only as* a 
hjmter, says Tempelhof, ‘ not as a soldier,’ which he ought 
to have done. His answers are supposed to have misled 
Fri^rich on va,nous points, and done him essential dama^. 

^edrichs view of the case, that evening, is by no means 
so despondent as might be imagined : he regards the thing as 
difficult, not as impossible,_and one of his anxieties is, that 

hut^in^R-^?”?** straightway. Retiring to his 

hut in Bischofsee, he makes two Dispositions, of admirable 
^arness, brevity, and calculated for two contingencies : « 
^at of the enemy staining his now posture; and That. of 
the enemy making-off for Reppen ;-which latter does not 
at all concern us, as matters turned ! Of the former- the 
course will unfold itself to us, in practice, shortly At 2 a m 
^ edri,* j,i„ be o„ feet .t 3 i 

T^he last phenomenon, at Bischofsee this night, is some sudden 
glare of chsastrous light rising over the woods ‘ Russians 
urning Kunersdorf!’ as neighbours are sorry to hear 

tht dly th!t b" f rearranging and tumbling,' 

ll ™us other poor Villages got burnt by 

them, which iney had better have left standing. ^ ' 

The Russians, on heaidng that Friedrich was across at 

SnSurt bvX“l side, not from 

S Highway, were in gi-eat agitation 

SaVbT“^ manifold haste, knowin-r 

what hasty adversary there was. Endless jeadjustments thef 

' - X86. . * Given in Tempelhof, iii. x8.. ^83- 


t. 
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have to wake; a day of tomiiltiioiis bpsiness wifh the 
Russians, this Saturday 1 1th, when the ?!!iews reached them. ■ 

* They inverted their frout^ (saj^ all the Books but Friedrich^'s 
ovti) : ‘ Not coming by the Reppen Highway, then ! ^ think 
they. And thereupon changed rear to front, as at Zomdorf, 
but more elaborately ; — ^which I s|iould not mexi±i5n, were it 
r not that hereby their late right wing on the MuHberg’ has, 
in strict speech, become their and there is ambignity 

and discrepancy in some of the l|ooks, should any poor 
reader take to studying them on this matter. Changed thoir 
front ; which involves much interior changing ; readjusting 


of batteries and the like. That of burning Kmiersdorf was 
the barbaric winding-up i*of all this : barbaric, and, in' the 
military sense, absurd; poor Kunersdorf could have been 
burnt at any moment, if needful ; and to the Russians the 
keeping of it standing was the profitable thing, as an impedi- 
ment to Friedrich in Ins advance there. They have laid it 
flat and permeable ; ashes all of it, — except the Church only, 
wMch is of stone; not so combustible, and may have uses 
withal. Has perhaps served as temporary lock#»up, prison for 
the night, to some of those Frankfurt Deputations and their 
troublesome wailings; and may serve as temporary hospital 
romorrow, wh?5> l^nows ? 

Readjustments in the Russian Camp were manifold : but 
these are as nothing, in the tumultuous business of the day. 
Carting of their baggage, every article of value, to that safe 
Wagenburg in the River; driving of cattle, — the very driring 
of cattle through Frankfurt, endless herds of them, gathered 
by the Cftssacks from far and wide, ^ lasted for four-and-twenty 
Iiours.** Oxen in Frankfurt that day were at tlie rate of ten 
shillings per head. Often enough you were*, offered a lull- 
grown young steer for a loaf #f bread ; nay^ the Cossacjcs, 
when there was absolutely no bidder, would slaughter down 
the animal, leave its carcase in the streets, and sell the hide 
f 9 r a — ^fiv^ence (very bad silver at present). Never 

before . or ^since waa seen in Frankfurt such a Saturday, for 
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bellowing and braying, and raging and tumulting, jli through 
-the^day and througl^ the night; ushering-in such a Sunday too! 

Sunday about 3 in the mornii^, Friedrich is on march 
again, Russians still in thefr place ; and Disposition Fixst, 
not Secovd at all, to be our rule of action ! Friedrich, in Two 
Columns, Kiarches off, eastward through the woods, as jf for 
Reppen quitg away from Ihe Ru^ians and their Muhlberg ; 
but intending to circle round at the due point, and come down 
upon their right flank there (left flS.nk, as he persists to c&ll 
i^, out of the woods, arid clasp it in his arms in an impres- 
sive, unexpected way. In 1V'’o Columns ; which are meant, 
as usual, to be the Two Lines of Battle ; Seidlitz, with chosen 
Cavalry, is at the head of Columi^ First, and will be Left 
Wing, were we on the grourrd ; Eugen of Wiirtemberg, closing 
the rear of Column First, will, he, or Finck and he together, 
be Right Wing. That is the order of march ; — order of 
hattle, we shall find, had to alter itssif somewhat, for reasons 
extremely valid ! 

Finck with his 12,000 is to keep Iris present ground;. to 
have two goc^d batteries got ready, each on its knoll ahead, 
whrch shall wait silent in the interim : Finck to rid«-out 
reconnoitering, with many General Officers, and « to make 
motrons and ostentations ; in a word, to persuacje the Russian 
that here is the Main Army coming on from the north. All 
which Finck does ; avoiding, as his orders were, any firino', or 
senous commencement of business, till the King reappear^’out 
of the woods. The Russians give Finck and his General 
Ofncers a cannon salvo, here and there, without effect aiJd 

then, after 

a . think (iie Russians. Their Cossacks go scourino- about • 
on the southern side, ‘ bum Schwetiff and Reinziir.’ withmif 
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. The KiBg% march^ through- the Forest of Reppeu, was 
ttothiug liSe so expeditious as had been expCeted. Tlfere are 
thickets, intricacies, runlets, .boggy • oozes ; indifferent to one 
man well moiinted, but t.ita% important to 30,000 with 
heavy cannon to bring-on. Boggy oozings especially, — there 
is one dirty stream or doss (Mllimfikss Hen-Flpss) which 
wandWs dismally through j'hose recesses, issuing trom the far 
south, with dirty daughters dismally wandering into it, and 
others that cannot get inV) it (b&ing of the late kind) : these, 
in their weary, cii-cling, recircling couicse towards Oder, — Faule 
Laacke (Foul Lake, Litker-tnere^ as it were). Foul Brid^, 
Swine's Nook {SdmeinebiicM)^ and many others, — occasion 
endless difficulty. Whether Major Linden shot that day, 
or what became of him 'after, I do not know: but it was 
pity he had not studied the ground with a soldier's eye instead 
of a hunter's ! Plumping suddenly, at last, upon Hen- 
Floss itself, Friedrich haf to turn angularly ; angularly, which 
occasions great delay : the heavy cannon (wall-guns brought 
from Custrin) have twelve horses each, and cannot turn among 
th4 ti'ees, but have to be unyoked, reyoked, turned round by 
hand : — in short, it was eight in the morning before Fried- 
rich'^aniyed at the edge of the wood, on the Klosterberg, 
Wfilckberg, and other woody Bergs or knolls, within jreach of 
MliHberg, anS behind the^ preliminary abatis there (abatis 
which was rather of service to him than otherwise) ; — and 
began privately building his batteries. 

At eight o'clock he, with Column First, whidi is now be- 
coming Line First {cenire of Line first, if we, reckon Finck as 
rigM-win^% is tteei*e ; busy in that manner : Column Second, 
which was to have been Rear Line, is still a pretty way be- 
hind ; and has many difficulties before it gets into Kunersdorf 
neighbourhood, or can (having wriggled itself^into a kind of 
lefi-^mrg) cooperate on the Radian Position from the south 
side. On the north side, Finck has been ready these five 
houra. — ^Friedrich speeds the building of his batteries : * Silent, 
too ; the Russians 4ave not yet noticed us ! ’ By degrees the 
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Russians do notice something ; shoot-out Cossacks to reco: 
noitre. Cossacks* in quantity; who are so insolent, and vei 
ture so very near, our gunnem on the north battery give the 
a bl^t of satisfactoiy grape-shot ; 5ne and then another, fo, 
W^ts m all, satisfactory to the gunner mind,— till the Kino 
seJt, with a, look, with a voice, cam©: galloping : ‘ Silence, wi 
you . The Russians took ho offense ; still considering Fine 
It last Friedrich some scout party,-ti. 

being ready on the Wale 
Hill, Friedrichs batteries opened there, in a sudden ana vol 
came way. Volcanically answered by the Russians, as sooi 
as possib e ; who have 72 guns on this Miihlberg, and an 
nothing loath Upon whom Finckt battery is opening fron 

ae Walckberg on the Lim Spitzboig (oUrf SeWk HS. 

er since); all playing diligently on the head and south 
.houlder of this Muhlberg : while Finck’s battery opens on the 

degree all these; nor are the Russians wanting, though thVv 
get more and more astonished: Tempelhof, who wj in R 
at Torgau next Year, heard -a louder 
■n STp exceedingly; and more or less app£vllincn 

.0 the Russian imagination : but not destnfetive in propor^ 
-ion; the (^stance being too considerable,— ‘ 1,950 plci at 
j nearest, as Tempelhof has since ascertained by measurino- 
■ ri^nchs two batteries, however, as they took the Russians 
a the flank or by enfilade, did good execution. ‘ The Russiaii 
uns were ill-pointed ; the Russian batteries wrong-built- 
arteries so buslt as did not allow them sight of tb^TTnluI ’ 
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the PrassfiE War-AiHialB)^ tramp forth on ^this servic^ : cross 
the abatisj which the Russian grenadoest have mostly burnt i 
down into the Hollow, pteady as planets * with a ..precision., 
and coherency,’ says Tempelhof, ^ which even on the parade- 
ground would have deserved praises. Once \\cll in the Hollow, 
they^ suffer nothing; though the^blind Russian fire, going all 
over their heads, rages threefold ’ : suffered ipthing in the 
Hollow ; nor till they reached ^hnost the brow of the Miihl- 
berg, and were ’within a^huiidr'ea steps of the Russian guns. 
These were the critical steps, these final ones ; such tori'^its 
of grape-shot and musket-shot and sheer death bursting out, 
here, at last, upon the Eight Battalions, as they come above 
ground. Who advanced, unwavering, all the faster,— speed 
one’s only safety. They poured into the Russian gunners and 
musketry battalions one volley of choicest quality, which had 
a shaking effect; then, with level bayonets, plunge on the 
batteries : which are alF empty before we can leap into them ; 
artillerymen, musketeer battalions, all on wing ; general whirl- 
pool spreading. And so, in ten minutes, the Miihiberg and 
its guns are ours. Ever since Zorndoif, an^, idea had got 
abroad, says Tempelhof, that the Russians would die instead 
yielding ; but it proved far otherwise here. Down as far as 
’Kunersdorf, which may be about a mile westward, the Russians 
are all in a whirl ; at best hanging in tatters and clumps, 
their Officers struggling against the flight; ^ mixed groiips 
you would see huddled together a hundred men deep.’ The 
Russian Left Wing is beaten : had we our cannon up here, 
bur cavalry up l^ere, the Russian Army were in a bad waj I 
This ^ is a glorious beginning; completed, I think, as far 
almost as Ivunersdorf by one o’clock : and coiiTd the iron con- 
tinue to be struck while it is at white-heat now, the result 
were as good as certain. Tb^t was Friedrich’s calculation : 
but cix'cumstances which he had not counted on, some which 
he could not count on, sadly retarded the matter. His Left 
Wing (Rear Linf, which should now have been Left Wing) 
tmm southward, his Eight Wing from northward, and Finck 
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farther jp^est, were^ow on the instant to have simnitaneously 
closed upon the beattn Russians, and crushed them altogether. 

The Right Wing, conquerors of the|Muhlberg, are here : but 
neither Finck nor the Left can be simultaiieous with theifi. 
Finck and his artillery are much retarded with the Flosses and 
poor single* Bridges; and o/ the Left Wing there are *onlv 
some Vanguard Regiments capable of heljnng (‘ who drove-out 
the Russians from Kunersdor/, Churchyard,’ as their fii-st featl 
-no Main Body yet for a 'long w5ile. Such impedimentl; 
such intricacies of bog and bush ! The entire Wing dogs at 
last get to the south-east of Kunersdorf, free of the wood ; 
but finds (contrary to Linden with his hunter eye) an intricate 
mesh-work of meres and straggling lajces, two of them in the 
burnt Village^ itself ; no passing of these except on nairow 
isthmuses, which necessitate change of rank and re-chance ; 
and our Left Wing cannot, with all its industry, ‘ march up,' 
that is, arrive at the enemy in fighting' line, without the pain- 
fulest delays. 

And then the getting forward of our cannon ! On the 
Muhlberg itself _ the seventy-two Russian guns, ‘owing to 
dilterence of calibre,’ or artillery-men know what, cannot* be 
used by us: a few light guns, Tempelhof to one of them, a 
poor four in all, with perhaps 100 shot to each, did, bv the* 
Kings order, hasten to the top of the Muhlberg; and never 
did Tempelhof see a finer chance for artillery than there, 
bott sloping ground, with Russians simmering ahead of you 
all the way down to Kunersdorf, a mile long: by horizontal 
pointingi, you had such reboundings {ricochei^)-, and carrW 
beautiful execution! Tempelhof soon spent his hundred 
shots: but It. was not at once that any of our sixty hemV 
guns.could be gpt up thither. Twelve horses to each : fanc'v 
It, ^nd what befilmg delays here and elsewhere ; — and how 
the Russian whirlpool was settling more and more, in the 
interim . And had, in part, settled ; in part, got through to 
the rear, and been replaced by fresh troops !. 

Friedrich’s activities, and suppressed and insiypi-psiWe 
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impatiences in this interval, are also conceivable, thojigh not 
on record for m. The swiftest of mep 5 tied down, in this 
manner, with the bla2:e4i of perfect victory ahead, were the 
159 omen ts mt rniiBing out ! “Slower or faster, he thinks (I 
suppose), the victory is his; and that he must possess Ms 
soui till things do arrive. It was in one and mere of those 
embargoed intervals that- he wrote to Berlin which is wait- 
ing, as if for life or death, the^ifsue of this scene, sixty miles 
distant): * Russians beaten; rejoice with me!’ Four suc- 
cessive couriers, I believe, with messages to that effect ; and 
at last a Fifth with dolefully contrary news ! — > 

In proportion as the cannon and other necessaries gradually 
got in, the Fight flamed-up from its embers more and more : 
and there ensued, — the Russians being now ranked again 
(fronting eastward now) ^ in many lines,’ and very fierce, — a 
second still deadlier bout; Friedrich furiously diligent on 
their front and right flank ; Finck, from the Alder Waste, 
battering and charging (uphill, and under difficulties from 
t|iose Flosses and single Bridges) on their left flank. This 
too, after long deadly efforts on the Prussian part, ended 
aggiin clearly in their favour ; their enemies broken a second 
time, awl driven not only out of Kiinersdorf and tlie Kuh- 
grund, but ^me say almost to the foot of the »Jiideiiberg, — 
what can only •be very partially true. Broken portions of 
the Russian left flank, — some of Fiiick’s people, in their 
victorious wrath, may have chased these very far : but it is 
certain the genera] Russian mass rallied again a long way 
"short of the Judenberg; — though, the ground being all 
obliter^ed by the rabbits and the winds, nobody can now 
iknow with exactitude where. 

And indeed the Battle, from this point onwards, becomes 
blurred and confused to us, only its grosser features \isible 
henceforth. Where the Spitxberg’ was (so terribly 

important soon), nobody can now tell me, except from maps. 
Loudon’s motions too are obscure, though important. I 

iL, 213 m. 
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believe his gi-enadiers had not yet been in 
am certain they afe now come out of Big Ho 
the rescue ; and have taken front rank in th 
that IS made. Loudon’s Cavalry Loiidon hims( 
and waits with them in a fit place. He has 
men ; and an eye like few others on & field of i 
18,000 are fresh: of the Prussiana that can 
be said. I sHould judge it must be 3 of 
The day is windless, bla2dn|*; one .of the h 
ays ; and ‘ nobody, for twelve hours past, c< 
a drink of water’: very fresh the poor Prussia 
they have done two bouts of excellent figh^ 
the Russians well back, stormed many batterk 
in all 180 cannon. • 


» stage, It appeal^, Finck and many Generals 

in present 

ces, mth troops so tired, and the enemy nearly 

P®™***®**’ had been enough fol 

bfew*^wlll r P“®® tomorrow*. 

^ well the need of rest; but Friedrich, im- 

things half-done, especially of Russians half-beaten 

listen to this proposal; which was reckoned upon 

grave and tragic fault, all the rest of his iffe ■ 

mrable judges, who were on the ground, Teinpelhof 

re willing to prove that pausing here,~it the 

Ad r^lly got to, a little beyond the Euhgrund 

^ not a couple of miles westward, at the foot ofo 

•le .Fiiedrich considers with himself, ‘ Our left ■ 
r yyet been m fire!’ — calls-out the entire left 
nd hSrse : these are to emerge from 
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make m dear of it. The Big Spit^berg lies to south and 
ahead of ’"the llussian right as now rankld; fatallf covers 
their right flank, and half ruins the attack in front. Big 
Sj 3 itKberg is <,blown irrecognis|.bIe in our time ; but it was ' ; 
dhen BIX alldmportant thing. 

The left-wing Iiifantfy thread their lake-Ialyr-rinth, the 
soonest possible ; have tOg^*ank again on the hither side, under 
a tearing fire from that Spitzberg ; can then fit last, and do, 
storiu onwards, upwards # but cAiiot, with their best efibrts, 
take the Spitzberg: and have to fill back xinder its floods 
of tearing case-shot, and retire out of range. To Friedrich‘*s 
blank disappointment : Try it you, then, Seidiitz ; you saved 
us at Zorndorf 1 ’ Seidiitz, though it is an impossible problem 
to storm batteries with horse, does charge-in for the Mussian 
flank, in spite of its covering battery : but the torrents of 
grape-shot are insufferable ; the Seidiitz people, torn in gaps, 
recoil, whirl round, do not rank again till beyond the 
Lakes of Kunersdorf. Seidiitz himself has got wounded, and 
has had to be carried away. 

* And, in brief, from this point onwards all goes aback with 
the Prussians more and more. Repeated attempts on that j 
Spitzberg battery prove vain ; to advance without it is iinpos- j 
^ siBle. Friedrich's editions are passionate, almost desperate ; 'n| 

rallying, anima%*Jig, new-ordering ; everywhere in the hottest ' | 
of the fire. ^ Thrice he personally led-on the main attack.' 

He has had two horses shot-down under him ; mounting a 
third, this too gets a bullet in an artery of the neck, and is 'i 
•about falling, when two Adjutants save the King. In his 
waistcoat-pocket some small gold case (etui) has got smitten 
^flat by a bullet, which would otherwise have,^ended matters. 

The people about him remonstrate on such exposure of a life 
beyond value; he answers curtly, ^We iniust all of ub try 'i 

every method here, to win tMfe Battle: I, Kke every other, '’j 

must stand to my duty here ! ’ These, and a second brief { 

woixi or two farther on, are all of articulate that xve hear from ;| 

him this day. 
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Friedrich’s wearied battalions here on the Heights, while 
the Spilzberg to Mft goes so ill, fight desperately ; Ifat cannot 
prevail farther ; and^in spite of Friedrich’s vehement rallyiogs 
and nrgings, gradually lose grqpnd,-^— back at la§t to Kuners- 
dorf and the Kuhgrund again. The London grenadiers, and 
masses of fresh Knssians, are not to be broken, but advance 
and advance. Fancy the panting^ death-labours, and spas- 
modic toilings*and bafflings, of those poor Prussians and their 
King ! Nothing now succeedifig ; thg death-agony now coine^; 
all hearts growing hopel^s ; only one heart still seeing hope. 
The Spitzberg is impossible; tried how often I know •not. 
Finck, from the Alder Waste, with his Infantry, attacks, and 
again attacks ; without success : ^ Let the Ca^^alry go round, 
then, and try there, Seidlitz we hftve not ; you Eugen of 
Wurtemberg lead them ! ’ Eugen leads them (cuirassiers, or 
we will forget what) ; round by the eastern end of the MiihL 
berg ; then westward, along the Aldej Waste ; finally south- 
ward, against the Russian flank, himself foremost, and at the 
gallop for charging : — Eugen, ^ looking round, finds his men 
all gone,’ and has to gallop the other way, gets wounded to 
boot. PuttkanSmer, with Hussars, then tried it ; Puttkamraer 
was shot dead, and his Hussars too could do nothing. 

Back, slowly back, go the Pi'iissians generally, nothifig 
now succeeds with them. Back to the Kuhgrund again ; 
fairly over the steep brow there ; the Russians serrying their 
ranks atop, rearranging their many guns. There, once more, 
rose frightful struggle; desperate attempt by the foredone 
Prussians to retake that Height. ^Lasted fifteen minutes,^ 
line to line not fifty yards asunder ’ ; such tnusketry, — our 
last cartridges* withal. Ardent Prussian parties tiding to^ 
storm up ; fe\^ ever getting to the top, none ever standing 
there* alive one •minute. This was the death-agony of the 
Battle. Loudon, waiting behind the Spitzberg, dashes for- 
ward now, towards the Kuhgrund and our Left Flank, At 
sight of which a universal feeling shivers through the Prussian 
heart, * Hope ended, then ! ’ — and their, sis'lid ranks rustic 
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eveirywhere ; and melt into one wild delnge, ebbing from the 
place as fast as it can. 

It is towards six oHock ; the sweltering Sun is now fallen 
low and veiled ; gi*ey evening smking over those wastes ; ^ 
m44l done pas un hougre de bouM qui puuse m^aMdndre (Is 
there not one b — of & ball that can reach nje, then)?’ 
exclaimed Friedrich, in hir^ despair. Such a day he had never 
thomght to see. The pillar of the State, the ih*ussian Army 
itself, gone to chaos in this manlier. Friedrich still passion- 
ately struggles, exhorts, commands, entreats even with tears, 

* Children, don't forsake me, in this pinch {Kmder^ vei'lmset 
lieute mlch^ euren Kmiigy enren Vater^ nickt) ! ’ ^ — but all eai^s 
ai'e deaf. On thet Miihlberg one regiment still stood by their 
guns, covering the retreat. But the retreat is more and more 
a flight ; * no Prussian Army was ever seen in such a state.’ 
At the Bridges of that Hen-Floss, there was such a crowding, 
all our guns got jamme^l ; and had to be left, 166 of them of 
various calibre, and the whole of the Russian 180 that were 
once in our hands. Had the chase been vigorous, this Prussian 
Ai'iny had been heard of no more. But beyond the Muhh 
bej^', there was little or no pursuit ; through the wood the 
Army, all in chaos, but without molestation otherwise, made 
^for its Oder Bridges by the way it had come.® 

i f) 

Friedrich was among the last to quit the grouud. He 
seemed stupefied by the excess of his emotions ; in no haste 
to go ; uncex'tain whether he would go at all. His Adjutants 
Vere about him, and a small party of Ziethen Hussars under 
Captain Prittwitz. Wild swarms of Cossacks approached the 
‘place, ^ ich bin mrloren (Prittwitz? I am lost) ! ’ 

remarked he. ^ Nein^ Ihro Majestii I ’ answered Prittwitz 
with enthusiasm ; charged fiercely, he and Kis few, into the 

^ Ktiele, p. 169. ** « 

® Tempelhof, iiL 179.200; Ketzow, ii. 80-115 : InSeyfarth, ii. 589- 

598, Berkktvan ier am 12 August 1759 bijf Mumrsdorf v&rgtfaikmu ScMa^^M 
I^Oiicial); aad IMd^^ 59S*6o3, Bgsckmkuug der etc (by a Private Haadjs kcidly 
accurate both. 
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swarmi of Cossacks; cut them about, held them. at bay, or 
.sent them elsewhi%r, while the Adjutants seized Friedrich’s 
bridle, and galloped off with hisi. At (Etscher and the 
Bridges, Friedi'ich found of Ifis , late Army noT; quite 3,CM)0 
men. Even Wunsch is not there till next morning. Wunsch 
with his Earty had, early in the afternoon, laid hold of Emnk- 
mrt, as ordejed ; made the gan-Son prisoners, blocked the 
Oder Bridge ; poor Frankfi^ff tremulously thanking Heaven 
tor him, and for such an omen. Iif spite of their WaffenKnW 
and these Pontoon-Bridges, it 
no retreat for the Russians 
Wagenburg way, latish in 

scramble of runaways and retreating Jiaggage, all was jammed 
into impassabihty ; scarcely could a single man get throu<rh. 
In case of defeat, the Russian Army would have had no chance 
but surrender or extermination.^ At dark, however, Wunsch 
had summons, so_ truculent in style, Re knew what it meant; 
and answering in words peremptorily, ‘ No ’ with a like 
emphasis, privately got ready again, and at midnight dis- 
appeared. Ggt to Reitwein without accident. 

Friedrich found at (Etscher nothing but huts full of poor 
wounded men and their miseries and surgerios ;~he took- 
shelteiy himsef, in a hut ‘which had bee'n plundered by 
(Cossacks (in the past days), but which had fewer wounded than 
^hem, and could be furnished with some bundles of dry straw. 
Knele has a pretty Anecdote, with names and particulare, of 
two poor Lieutenants, who were lying on the floor, as hi 
entered this hut. Thev had lain tbrn-o A.,. 1 


t. Ilf spite of their WagenbuT-g 
appears, there would have been 
except into Wunseh’s cannon: 
the afteiiioon, there was such a 
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um verbmdm (Not a devil of them would bandage^ us) ! ’ 
Upon which there is a Surgeon instantly brought; repri- 
manded for neglect : ^ Desperate, say you i These are young 
fe^ows ; feel that hand, and thst ; no fever there : Nature in 
such cases does wonders!’ Upon which the leech had to 
perform his function ; and the poor young fellows were saved, 
— and did new fighting^- and got new wounds, and had 
Pensions when the War ended.^ *This appears To have been 
F^iedriclfs first work in that hut at OEtscher. Here next is 
a Third Autograph to Finckenstein, written in that hut, 
probably the first of several Official things there : 


TIw Mrig to Graf mii fimhemtein (at Berlin) : Third Note 

GEtsciier, * iSth Atignst ’ 1759* 

attacked the Enemy this morning about eleven ; we beat him back 
to the Judenkirchhof (Jew Churchyard,’ — a mistake, but now of no 
moment), ^ near Frankfurt. >t AH my troops came into action, and have 
done wonders. I reassembled them three times ; at length, I was myself 
nearly taken prisoner; and we had to quit the Fieid. My coat is 
riddled with bullets, two horses were killed under me -my misfortune 
is, that I am still alive. Our loss is very considerable, f. Of an Army of 
48,0{1() men, I have, at this moment while I write, not more than B,O0O 
together ; and am no longer master of my forces. In Berlin you will 
^0 w«di to think of your safety. It is a great calamity ; and I will not 
survive it : the con^quences of this Battle will be worse than the Battle 
itself. I have no resources more ; and, to confess the truth, 1 hold all 
for lost. I will not survive the destruction of my Country. Farewell 
forever (A dieu pour Jamais). — F. * 

Another thing, of the same tragic character, is that of 
handing-over thfe Army to Finck’s charge. Order there is to 
;^inck of that tenor : and along with it the following notable 
Autograph, — Friedrich taking leave both of Kingship and 
of life. The Autograph exists ; but has no date, — date of 
the Order would probably be ‘"'still (Eiscker^'l^th 
date of the Autograph, Msiimem (across the River), next day. 

^ Kiiele^ pp. 169, 170; and in all the Anecdote- Books. 

*" ® In orig. * m la/ no other date ((Emns de FrddSrki xxv. 306). 
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. Fne^rkh to Lieut-General Fineh (at (Etscher or Beitwein) 

T ^ difficult commis^on ; the unlucky Army which 

I giv^up to him m no longer in Condition to make hW against the 
Russians Haddick will now start for Berlin, perhaps Lou^n too ; if 
General Finck go after these, the Russiaift will fall on his rear: if he 

Haddick, on his flank (so krigt er den 
ffade^m^tt) t-however, I believe, should Loudon go for Berlin he 
^ght attack Loudon, and try tofteat him : this, if it fucceedenould 
be a stand against misfortune, and hold»matters up. Time gained Is 
Drhir P"®*® cffcumstances. The news from To^u and 

to »««*■« Segreter/ kind of liwSenant 

to Eichel 1) will send him. You (Sr) must inform my Brother ’.(Prince 

Armv To f declared Generalissimo of the 

T ,7 this bad luck altogether jp not possible : but what my 

N.ph„i 

unhappy circumstances, I am in a ccn- 
('.n h ^ resources, I would have stayed by them 

(so wehre tch darbei geUkben).— * Fmedmch 

All tWs done, the wearied Friedrich flung himself into his 
truss of dry straw; and was seen sound asleep there, a single 
entry at the Soor, by some high Generals tLt venture^, to 
look in On the moiTow he crossed to Beitwein ; by tomorrow 
night there had 23,000 of his fugitives come in 1,0 him ;-kiL 
this IS now to be Finck’s aflair, not his ! That day, too (for 
^e Paper s^ms to be misdated), he signed, and despitched to 
hmettau. Commandant in Dresden, a Missive, which proved 
mom fatal than either of the others; and brought, or MpS 

to bring, very bitter fruits for him, before lon^ : ^ • 

To Lwu^ant-Generdl von Schmettau (at Dresden) 

• Yo-u will perkaps have W Se r 

I See Preuss, i. 349, ^ “ — 

Exact Copy, two exact Copies, in Pr&u^>t fi i • .. 

i ^rmss (1. 450, and again* ii, 215), • 





In regard to tne JKnemy here are not desperatej, l imd i shall not now be 
able to make any detachment for your assistance. Should the ifustrians 
attempt anything against Dresden, therefore, ycu will see if there are* 
means of maintaining yourself*^ failing which, it will behove you to try 
and obtain a favourable Capitulatlonf— to wit, Liberty to withdraw, with 
the whole Garrison, jMoneys, Magames, Hospital and all that we have 
at Dresden, either to Berlin of elsewhither, so as to join some Corps of 
my Troops. • ^ 

^ As a ht of illness* {makidiey alas I) ^has come on mejifi-wdnch I do not 
think will have dangerous results,— If,|ave for the present left the com- 
mand of my Troops to LieuteiSnt-Genera! von Finck ; whose Orders you 
are to execute as if coming to you directlyfrom myself. On this I pray 
God to have you in his holy and worthy keeping. — F.*"^ 


At Berlin, on this 13th, — with the Five Couriers, coming in successively 
(and mi in the order of their^espatch, but the fatal Fifth arriving some 
time ahead of the Fourth, who still spoke of progress and victory), — there 
w^ such a day as Sulzer {ach^ mein Reher Suizer I) had never seen in the 
world. Above 50,000 human beings on the Palace Esplanade and 
streets about ** ; swaying hither and thither, in agony of expectation, in 
alternate paroxysm of joy and of terror and woe ; often enough the 
opposite paroxysms simultaneous In the different groups, and men 
crushed-down in despair met by men leaping into the air for very 
gladness : * Suizer (whose sympathy is of very esthetic type) ‘ would not, 
for any consideration, have missed such a scene,* ^ Tht ^ scene' is'much 
obliged to you, mein Lieberl — \ , 

Bracticaily we find, in Eodenbeck, or straggling fe^here, this Note ; 
the day a%r Kunersdorf, Queen and Court IlyL ^Magdeburg : this 
is their second fiiglft. Their first was on Haddick'te ^^|itoober 1757 ; 
but after Bossbach they soon returned, and 
thea extremely gay : different Gentlemen, French X 
Nation, fallen prisoners, made the Queen’s soirees the rU 

for splendour and variety, a% that time.* ^ 

One other Note we save, for the sake of poor Major 
the Spring,* as iie^was then called. A valiant, punct^^^ there is L 
with a turn for Literature as well; who wrote real) wing notab 
things, new at that time and rapturously welcor of Kino*ship e 
in the sentimental vein for the times which have fol ^ f 

— ^there is a General Kleist, a Coimel Kleist'V ^ ^ 


^ Preuss, ii. i[/rkMftdmhud^ p. 43. ,&ive; 

® J^rk/e der Sckweiimur B&dmerp Cessmr; 

WmMasse : vm WMelm Kbrte CZllricb^"-^^ohs« 

'"s^Rddenbeck, i 39o;*etc. etc, VaWf, X3 
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(called Grilne Kleistj, a terrible cutting fellow) : — this is not Gruae 
Kleist rthis is the f oet of The Spring ; whose fate at Kunersdorf made 
‘ a tragic impression in •ail intelligent circles of Teutschland. Hera is 
Kriele's Note (abridged) : ? ^ 

^Christian Ewald von Kleist^, ‘^Poet of the Spring”* (a Pommtsrii 
gentleman^ now in his forty-fourth year)^ ^ was of Finck's Division ; had 
come-on^ after those Eight Battalions tOok the first Russian battery* 
(that is^ Miihlberg) ; ^ and had been assi^ing, with zeal^ at the taking of 
three, other battsries^ regardless of twelve contusions^ which he gradually 
got. At the third battery^ he w;!si farther badly hurt on the left arm and 
the right. Took his ColoneFs place nevertheless^ whom he now sW 
fall ; led the regiment muih^ forward on the fourth battery. A case-shot 
smashed his right leg to pieces ; he fell from his horse * (hour notfgiven^ 
shall #1 say 8 p.m.); ‘sank^, exclaiming: Kinder, My children^ don*t 
forsake your King 1 ” and fainted there. Was carried to rear and left- 
ward ; laid-down on some dry spot in tl^ Elsbruch^ not far from the 
Kuhgrund, and a Surgeon brought. The Surgeon, while examining, 
was torn-away by case-shot : Kleist lay bleeding without help, A friend 
of his, Pfau * (who told Kriele), ^ one of Finck’s Generals, came riding 
that way : Kleist called to him ; asked ho^w the Battle went ; uncom- 
monly glad to hear we are still progressive. Pfau undertook, and tried 
his utmost, for a carriage to Kleist ; did send one of Finck's own car- 
riages; but after such delays that the Prussians were now yielding: 
poor KleisPs had become Russian ground, and the carriage could not 
get in. ^ 

^ Kleist lay helpless ; no luck worse than his. In the evening, Cossacks 
came round him ; stript him stark-naked ; threw him, face fororftost, 
into the nearest swamjjy place, and -went their %vay. Oi^ie of these devils 
had something so absurd and Teniers-like in the fac^of him, tluit Kleist, 
in his pains, could not help laughing at remembrance of it In the 
night some Russian Hussars, human and not Cossack, found Kleist in 
this situation ; took him to a dry place ; put a cloak over him, kindled a 
watch-fire for themselves, and gave him water and bread. Towari|^ 
morning they hastened away, throwing an ^-groscli&ij.-stuck * (ninepenny 
piece, shilling, say half-crowm) ^on his cloak,— -with humapi farewell. 
But Cossacks a^in came ; again stript him naked and bare. Towar4s 
noon of the ISfli, Kleist contrived to attract some Russian Cavalry troop 
passing that and got speech of the Captain (one Fackeiberg, a 
German) ; w^ho at once set about ^helping him and had him actually 
sent intq Frankfurt, in a carriage, that evening. To the House of a 
Professor Nikolai ; where was plenty of surgery and watchful affection* 
After near thirty hours of such a lair, Ms wounds seemed still curable | 
there was hope for ten days. In the tenth night«(22d-23d August), tfee 
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rtliwed piee^ of bone disunited tbemsekes ; cut an 
after many Imls^ eouM not be tied. August 24tb/at two in tie mom-,. 
Ing, be died. — Oreat sorrow. August 26tb, tbcfe was soldier’s funeral ; 
poor Kleist’s coiin borne bjftwe!^ Eussian grenadiers; vary many 
Efissian Officers attending, wbo bad come from the Camp for that end ; 
one Hussian Staff-Officer of tbem unbuckling bis own sword to lay on tbe 
bier, as there was want of ofle. King Friedrich bad Kl^st's Portrait 
bung in tbe Gamison Kircb%k Freemason JLodge, in 17S8, set-up a 
monument to bim.,* ^ — wbicb stOl stands on tbe Fraakfuft pavement, and 
■ now,, in mdiy" ruinous state. ■ •! . 

The Prussian loss, in this Battle, was, besides all the 
cannon and field-equipages: 6,000 killed, 13,000 wounded 
(of which latter, 2,000 badly, who fell to the Russians as 
prisoners); in all, about 9,000 men. Nor was the Russian 
loss much lighter ; of Russians and Austrians together# near 
18,000, as Tempelhof counts : ^ which will not surprise your 
Majesty,’ reports Soltikof to his Czarina; ‘^who are aware 
that the King of Prussia sells his defeats at a dear rate.’ 
And privately Soltikof was heard to say, ^ Let me fight but 
another such Victory, and I may go to Petersburg with the 
news of it myself, with the staff* in my handjl The joy at 
Petersburg, striving not to be braggart or immodest, wm 
sol^n, steady and superlative; a great feat indeed for 
€lu®a, this ^Victory over such a King, — though a kind 
of grudge, that*‘it was due to Loudon, dwelt, in spite of 
Loudon’s politic silence on that point, unpleasantly in the 
background. The chase they had shamefully neglected. It 
is said, certain Russian Officers, who had charge of that 
business, stept jnto a peasant’s cottage to consult on it; 
contrived somehow to find tolerable liquor there; and sat 
drinking instead.^ 

^ Kxiele, pp. 39 - 43 . 
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CHAPTER V 

SAXONY WITIfOUT DEFENCE: SCHMETTAU * 
STJRRENDEKB DRESDEN 

■■ •' ■■■ 

Peiedeich^s despair did not last quite four days. On the 
fourth day, — day after leavipg Reitwein, — there is this little 
Document, which still exists, of mofe comfortable tenor : ‘ My 
dear Major-Generd von‘'Wunsch, — ^Your Letter of the 16th 
to Lieutenant-General von Finck punctually arrived ’ here : 
and for the future, as I am now recovered from my illness, 

you have to address your Reports ^directly to Myself. F.’ 

Finding that, except Tottleben warily reconnoitring with a 
few Cossacks, no Russians showed themselves at Reitwein ; 
that the Russians were encamping and intrenching on the 
Wine-Hills south of Frankfort, notr meaning anything im- 
mediate, he took heart again ; ranked his 23,000 ; sent for 
General Kleist from Pommem with his Anti-Swedish handful 
(leave the Sj^edes alone, as usual in time of crisis); con- 
sidered that artilleries and furnishings could come to .him 
from Berlin, which is but 60 miles ; that there still lay possi- 
bihty aliead, and that, though only a miracle CQuld save him* 
he would try it to the very last. * ' 

A great relief, this of coming to oneself again ! ‘ Till 

death, then; ^rage on, ye elements and black savageries!’ 
Friedrich’s humour is not despondent, now or afterwards- 
though at this time it is veiy sad, very angry, and, as it wer^ 
scorning even to hope : but he is at all times of beautifully 
practical tir^; and has, in his veiy despair, a sobriety of 
eyesight, and a fixed steadiness of holding to his purpose, 
which are of rare quality, ^is utterances to D’Argens, about 

* ‘ Maaitzj’ on the ro^to FUrstenwalde, « lyth August ’ : in Preuss Friedrit-h 

Grosse i eine hisiorische r . - . ^ 


■ 
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this time md oiiwardi — brief hints, spontaneous, almost iin- 
conscions,— give curious testimony of his glooms and 'moody 
humours. Of which the reader shall sfe something. For 
the present, he is in deep^indignatioii with his poor Troops, 
among other miseries. ‘ Actual running away ! he will have 
it to be ; and takes no account of thirst, hunger, heat, utter 
weariness and physical iii^possibility ! This lasts for some 
weeks. But in general there is nothing of thfe injustice to 
those about him. In genial, noxning even of gloom is mani- 
fested ; on the contrary, cheerfulness, rbrisk hope, a strangely 
continual succession of hopes (mostly illusory); — though, 
within, there is teiceable very great sorrow, weariness and 
misery. A fixed darkness, as of Erebus, is grown habitual to 
him ; but is strictly shut fop, little of it shown to others, or 
even, in a sense, to himself. He is as a traveller overtaken 
by the Night and its tempests and rain-deluges, but refusing 
to pause; who is wetted to the bone, and does not care 
farther for rain. A traveller grown familiar with the howling 
solitudes ; aware that the Storm- winds do not pity, that Dark- 
ness is the dead Earth’'s Shadow : — a most lone soul of a man ; 
but continually toiling forward, as if the brightest goal and 
haven were near and in view. 

Once more*'tlie world wa^ certain of Friedriclfs ruin ; — 
Fiiedrieh himself we have seen certain of it, for some few 
desperate hours : — but the world and he, as had been re- 
peatedly the world’s case, were both disappointed. Intrinsic 
a lly there could be little doubt but Friedrich’s enemies 
might now have mined him, had they been diligent about it. 
Now again, and now more than ever, they have,-tlie winning- 
post in sight. *^At small distance is the goal and purpose of 
all these foui^-years battlings and marchings, '"and ten-years 
subterranean plottings and intiiguings. himself says 

deliberately, * They had only to give him the finishing* stroke 
'{cmp-^de-gricey’^ But they never gave him that stroke; 

* (Emm ^ FridiriCt v. 20. 



Cunctator, it would seaii ; and never was that part hs& 

wanted than now! Under such a Chief Figure, the* ‘in- 

coherency of action,’ instead of diminishing-, as Friedrich had 
feared, rose daily towards its maximum ; and latterly became 
extreme. I he old Lernean Hydra* had manv heads; but 
they belonged all to one body. The many heads of this 

Anti-Friedrich Hydra had withal each its own bodv, and 

separate set of notions and advant«3ges. Friedrich 'was at 
least a unity ; his whole strength going one wav, and at all 
moments, under his own sole command. The value of this 
cirramstance is incalculable ; this is the saving-clause of Pitt 
and his England (Pitt also a despotic sovereign, though a 
tempOTary one); this, second only to Friedrich’s great gifts 
from Nature, and the noble use he makes of them, is abSve 
all others the circumstance that saved him- hrsuch a duel 
with the Hydras. 

On the back of Kunersdorf, accordingly, there was not 
only no finishinptroke upon Friedrich, but for two month.s 
no stroke or serious attempt whatever in those neighbourhoods" 
where Friednch is. There are four Armies h’ereabouts : The 
Irrand Russiaim haneinff bv Fra.nkfii^f - _4. -n- . 
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ftltogethw cease ; but in no case come to anjtMng* Above 
tw 0 *iBonths scientific flourishing of weapons, strategic counter- 
dancing ; but no stroke :stnick, or result achieved, except on 
Paun’s part Irreparable wast# of time: — all readei^ would 
feel it inhuman to be burdened with any notice of such 
things. One march of fence Henri'^s, which was of a famous 
and decisive character, wd will attend to, when ...it comes, that 
is, were the end of Se])tember^ at hand ; the rest must be 
iinagined as a general stl^tegic dance in those frontier parts, 
— Silesia to rearward on one side, tfie Lausitz and Frankfurt 
on the other, — and must go on, silently for most part, in the 
background of the reader’s fancy. Indeed, Saxony is the 
scene of action ; Fried|ich, Henri, Soltikof, Daun, compari- 
tively inactive for the next six weeks and more. 

Some days before Kunersdorf, Daun pemonally, ^vith I will 
forget how many thousands, had made a move to northward 
from Mark-Lissa, 60 fhiles or so, through Sagan Country ; 
and lies about Priebus, waiting there ever since. Priebus is 
sqme 40 miles north of Gorlitz, about 60 west of Glogau, 
south of Frankfurt 80. This is where the ^Master-Smith, 
haring various irons in the fire, may be handiest for clutching 
tl^m out, and forging at them, as they become successively 
hot. Daun^ as Master-Smith, has at least three objects in 
view. The Jlrs% is, as always, Reconquest of Silesia : this is 
obstructed by Prince Henri, who sits, watchful on the threshold, 
at Schmottseifen yonder. The second is, as last year, Capture 
of Dresden : which is much the more feasible at present, — 
there being, except the Garrisons, no Prussian force whatever 
in Saxony ; and a Reichs Army now actually there at last, 
after its long haggling about Its Magazines ; and above all, a 
Friedrich with his hands full elsewhere. To keep Friedrich’s 
hand’s full, — in other words, to keep the Russians sticking to 
him,-— that is the third object : or indeed we may cijill it the 
fiiBt, second, and third ; for Daun is well aware that unless 
Soltikof can manage to keep Friedrich busy, Silesia, Saxony 
&:|d all else becomes impossible* 
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Evef since the fortunate junction of Loudon with Soltikof, 
.Dam has sat, and^ still sits, expectant ; elaborately calcu- 
lative, gathering Magazines in difigtrent parts, planting out- 
parties, this way, that way, with an eye to these* three objecte, 
all or each,— especially to the third object, which he discerns 
to be all cmd each. Daun was elaborately calculative. with 
these views : ^but to try any milftary action, upon Prince 
Henri for example, or bestir. himself otherwise than in driving 
provender forward, and marching •detachments hither aifd 
thither to the potentially fit and fittest posts, was not in 
Daun’s way, — so much the worse for Daun, in his present 
course of enterprise. 

Prince Henri had lain quiet at S^hmottseifen^ waiting his 
Brother’s adventure; did not hear the least tidings of him till 
six days after Kunersdorf, and then only by rumour ; hideous, 
and, though still dubious, too much of it probable ! On the 
very day of Xunersdorf, Henri had* begun effecting some 
improvements on his right flank,— always a sharply strategic, 
most e^ert creature, — and made a great many motions, whiph 
would be unintelligible here.^ Henri feels now that upon 
him lies a world of duties ; and foremost of all, the instant 
duty of endeavouring to open communication with his Brother. 
Many marches, in consequence; much intricate marchino’ and • 
manoeuvring between Daun and him: of nriiich, when we' 
come to Henri’s great march (of 25th September), there mav 
be again some hint. 

t endeavour 

to fix the following dates and localities in their mind. Here 

in summary, are the King’s various Marches, and Two suc- 
^sive Enca,m^ments, two only, during these Six Weeks of 
orced inaction^ while he is obliged to stand watching the 
Russians, and to witness so many complicacies and disasters 
hkteothel^^’ lie struggles much and fruitkssly to 

so«l.conf»sing cuatom there), i,^ 
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Mnmmpmmt Mrd (FuTstenwalde^ August lStl)t--SOtli), Friedrieli Mt 
Eeltwein l^h ; ITtli, lie is at MadHtss' (Note to WuoscI written 

tliere^ wliicli we read) ; ‘ISth^ to FdrstenwaMej, niid enramp. ^ FilrsteH-" 
waMe is on tlie Spree^, gtraigliE between Frankfurt and Berlin ; 2$ miles 
fusnn tbe former^ S5 from the latter. Hare for near a fortnight At 
miwh in alarm about the llnssiaiis and Berlin ; but gradually aseer- 
tainiiig that the Russians inteid nothing. 

^ In effect^ all this while ^oltikof lay at LossoWj, 10 ntiles south of 
Frankfurt, with Ms right on Oder; totally motimiless, -Inactive, except 
listening, often rather gloomily, to IJauMs and jVIontalembert*8 suasive 
eMquenees and advices, — and* oaice, August 22d, in the little Town of 
Guhen, holding Conference with Daim ' (of'*^vl^€h by and by). ^ In con- 
sequefice of which, 2Sfhy Soltikof and his Russians and Austrians 

got under way again ; southward, but only a few marches : first to 
Mulirose, then to Lieherose: — whom, the inshint he heard of their 
movements, Friedrich, August SOth, hastened to follow ; but had not to 
follow very far. Whereupon ensues 

^ Mncampment Second (Waldau, till September loth). August 80^A, 
Friedrich, we say, rose from Fiirstenwalde ; hastened to follow this 
Russian movement, and keep within wind of it : up the valley of tlie 
Spree ; first to ^Mulirose neiglibourhood * (where the Russians, loitering 
some time, spoiled the canal-locks of the Friedrich^Wilhelm Canal,, if 
nothing more), — thence to Lieherose neighbourhood ; H^aldau, the 
Emg^s new place of eiiciimpmeBt,**- Waldau, with Spree Forest to rear 
of it ; silent both parlies till September Idth, when f?oltlkof did fairly 
mai'^h, not tow^ards Berlin, hut quite in the opposite direction/ 

. By the itti||dle of September, when the lluasiauB did get oa 
foot^ and 'laowWastward ; especially oa and after Septcinber 
25th, when Henri made his famous March westward ; then it 
will behove ns to return to Friedrich and these localities. 
For the present we must turn to Saxony, where, and not here, 
the scene of action is. Take, farther, only the following bits 
of Note^, which will now be readable. First, these Utterances 
to HArgens; direct glimpses into the heavj-laden, indeed 
hag-ridden and nearly desperate inner man of Friedrich, 
daring the first three weeks a%r his defeat at Eunersdoi? : 

The Mng io Marquw D'^Jrgem (at Berlin) : Six Notes 

1*. ^ (road^from Reitwem to FCirstenwalde), ^ Wth Augmt 1750* 

have been unfortunate, mj dear Marquis; but not by my faulti 
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The victory was onrs, and would even have been a complete one^ when 
our infaiftry lost patience^ and at the wrong* moment abandoned the field 
Df battle. The enemy itoday is on march to Mullrose^^ to unite with 
Haddick ' (not to Miilirose for ten days Jfet ; Haddick had already got 
united with them), ^ The Russian fiifantry is almost tolialiy destroyed. 
Of my own -wrecks^ all that I have been able to assemble amounts to 
32^000 men ; with these I am pushing-on^' to throw myself across the 
enemy’s road* and either perish or save th^ Capital. That is not what 
you ’ (you Berlirners) ^ will call a deficiency of resolution. 

^For the event I cannot answ^^-. If I had more lives than one, I 
would sacrifice them all to my Country. B?lt if this stroke fail, I think*! 
am dear-scores with her, and^hat it will be permissible to look a little to 
myself. There are limits to everything. I support my misfortune; 
courage not abated by it ; but I am well resolved, after this stroke, if it 
fail, to open an outgate for myself’ (that small glass tube which never 
quits me), ^ and no longer be the sport of aqy chance.' 

2®. Filrstenwaldef tdth August, * * ^ Remain at Berlin, or retire to 
Potsdam ; in a little while there will come some catastrophe ,* it is not fit 
that you suffer by it. If things take a good turn, you can be back to 
Berlin’ (from Potsdam) ^in four hours. If ip-luck still pursue us, go to 
Hanover or to Zelle, where you can provide for your safety, 

^ I protest to you, that in this late Action 1 did what was humanly 
possible to conquer ; but my people^ — Oh, your Majesty ! 

SK FaTstmwalde,2lst Augtist * * ^ The enemy is intrenching him- 
self near PrankftfH ; a sign he intends no attempt. If you will do me 
the pleasure to come out hither, you can in all safety. Bring your hed 
with you ; bring my Cook Noel ; and I w^ill have you a little changer 
ready. You wdll be my consolation and my hope,’ — ^ 

This day, — let readers mark the eircumstance, — Friedrich, in better 
spirits, detaches Wunsch with some poor 6,000, to try if he can be of help 
in Saxony ; where the Reichs Army, now arrived in force, and with 
notliiiig whatever in the field against them, is taking all the Northward 
Garrison-Towns, and otherwise proceeding at a high rate. Too possibly- 
with an eye towards Dresden itself I Wunscli sets out August 21st."^ 
And we shall hear of him in those Saxon Countries before long. 

4®. Filrstenwaldfi^ 22d August ^ Yesterday I wrote to you to come ;; 
but today I forbid it. Daun is at Kotbus ; he is marching on Luben 
and Berlin ’ (nothing like so rash I).—^ Fly these unhappy Countries I— 
This news obliges^ me again to atiiack the Russians between here and 
Frankfurt^ You may imagine if this is a desperate resolution. It is the 
sole hope that remains to me, of not being cut-off from Berlin on the one 
side or the other. I will give the discouraged troops some brandy’— * 


Tempelhof, ill 
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alw but I promise myself Eotlumf of suceea. My oae eonsojatiott is^ 


tlimt I slialFile sword in liand.* 

Same pime and dap (after a Letter /roi» D’^Argens), ^Yon maker 
■'tke' panegyrio, mm 'cher» of m Army tkat does ^ not deserve ^ any.' ' Tke' '^ 
sgjdiers liii godd limbs to run witb/^none to attack tb© enemy/ (Aias^y 
your Majesty ; after ifteen bours of sueb marclnng and ligbting !) 

‘ For certain I will figbt ; but don*t flatter yourself about tbe event 
A baj^py cbanee alone can belj^us. Go^ in God's name:, I’angermunde * 
(since tbe Royal Family w'^ent^ JD*Argens and many Berlimers are thinking 
of fligbt)^ ^ to Ta-iigermunde^ where yon will be well ; and wait there bow 
Bestiny shall have disposed of ua I will go to reconnoitre tbe enemy 
tomorrow. Next day:, if there is anything^to dO;, we will try it But if 
the enemy still holds to the Wine-Hills of Frankfurt I shall never dare 
to attack him. 

^ No;^ the torment of Tantalus, the pains of Prometheus, the doom of 
Sisyphus, were nothing Mke^what 1 suffer for the last ten days' (from 
Kunersdorf till now, when destruction has to be wardad-off again, and 
Ihe force wanting). ^ Death is sweet in comparison to such a life. Have 
compMsion on me and it ; and beBev© that I still keep to myself a great 
many evil things, not wishing to afflict or disquiet anybody with them ; 
and that I would not counsel you to fly these unlucky Countries, if I had 
any ray of hope. Adieu, mm eher/ 

Four days after, Attgmt 2Bth, from this same Furstenwalde, the 
Russians still continuing stagnant, Friedrich despatches to Schmettau, 
Commandant of Dresden (by some industrious hand, for' the roads are all 
blocked), a Second Letter, ^Tliat Dresden is of the highest moment; 
that, in case of Siege there, relief (Wunsch, namely, and perhaps more 
'-that may Mlqjv), * on the road ; and that Schmettau must defend 
himself to the utmoeh^ Let ns hop© this Second Missive may counteract 
the too despondent First, which we read above, should that have produced 
discouragement in Schmetteu 1 D'Argens does run to Wolfenbiittel ; 
stays there till September 0th. Nothing more from Friedrich till 4th 
September, when matters are weU cooled again. 

6®. Waidau^ 4ih September*^ think Berlin is now in safety; you 
may return thither. The Barbarians* (Russians) ^are in the Lausitz; I 
keep by the side of them, between them and Beriin,r^so that there is 
nothing to fear for the Capital. The imminency of danger is past ; but 
there will still be many bad moments to get through, before reaching the 
end of the Campaign. Ihese, howevor, only regard myself ; never mind 
these. My martyrdom will last two months yet ; then the snows and the 
icai will end it/ ^ 


i 

li 

■ 


I Second Teller is given in ScAmeMau^s Lek^h pp* 
^ (Euvm de FrMdct xix. yS, 82, 83, 85, 86. 
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Thus at Fiirstenwalde, then at Waldau, keeping guard, 
forlorn But resolute, against the intrusive Russian -Austrian 

deluges, Friedrich staSids painfully vralant and expectant, 

stiU for about a fortnight mor% Wth bad news coming to 
him latterly, as we shall hear. He is in those old moorland 
Wusterhausen Countries, once so welV known under far other 
circumstances. Thirty years ago, i% fine afternoons, we used 
to gallop with ^oor Duhan de Jandun, after school-tasks done, 
towards Mitten walde, Fursteilwalde^nd the fur2y endrons, 
far and wide ; at home, ^ur Sister and Mother waiting with 
many troubles and many loves, and Papa sleeping, Pan^ike, 
under the shadow of his big tree : — ^Thirty years ago, ah me, 
gone like a dream is all that ; and there is solitude and deso- 
lation and the Russian- Austrian death-fleluges instead ! These, 

I suppose, were Friedrich’s occasional remembrances; silent 
always, in this locality and time. The Sorrows of Werter, of 
the (^ir, of the Dyspeptic Tailor in ^nultifarious forms, ’are 
recorded in a copious heart-rending manner, and have had 
their meed of weeping from a sympathetic Public : but there 
are stall a good few Sorrows which lie wrapt in silence, and 
have never applTed there for an idle tear !— Let us look now 
into Daunts side of things. • 

, , . ■ ■ . . ■•■■■ ■■■ 
Baun, after N^oUation, has an Interview with Soltik!^ (at Guben ‘ 
August 22d).-'Daun, wW had moved to Priebus, Uth l view to S 
a^rer ^ohikof, had scarcely got his tent pitched there (August ISth) 
when a breathless horseman rode in, with a Note from Loudon dated ' 
the mght before: «King of Prussia beaten, to the very bone Wnd 
imstake this time,-~-utterly ruined, if one may judge I ** Wliat a vision * 
^_the Promised Land ! Delighted Daun moves forward, one march to 
Triebel on tlie morrow : to be one marob upanai* ^ , 
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liftfore me gleam^up again. Soltikof mnderstaiids tlie ccmgi:*itia!ati0ms 
rmj well kit as to tkat of trampHmg-out, snorts an indignant negative : 

Nay, yon, wliy don't yon try it ? Surely it if more yonr Inisiness tkaii 
my lm|>eria! Mistress's or We kave wreneliad two victories from 

tins seasoif. Kay and KnnersSorf liave killed near tlie kalf of ns : 
go you in, and wreneli something ! ' This Is Soltikof s logic ; whicli no 
messenger of Baun's, Lacy onr anotker, aided by never sucli melodies and 
suasfoiis from Montalembert and London, wiio are permanently diligent 
that way, can shake. 

^ And truly it is irrefragiibie. How can Daini, if himself merely specu- 
ktive, caiculative, hope that Soltikof will continue acting ? Men who 
ha ve come to help you in a heavy job of wc^*k need example. If you wish 
me tff weep, be grieved yourself first of alL Soltikof angrily wipes his 
countenance at this point, and insists on a few tears from Baun. With- 
out metaphor, Soltikof has shot away all his present ammunition, his staff 
of bread is quite precarious ^in the^e parts; and Soltikof thinks always, 
** Is it my business, then, or is it yours ? ” 

^ Soltikof has intrenched himself on the Wine-Hills at Ijjssow, com- 
fortably out of Friedrich's way, and contiguous to Oder and the provision- 
routes ; sits there, angrily deaf to the voice of the charmer ; nothing to 
be charmed out of him, but gusts of indignation, instead of consent. A 
proud, high-going, indignant kind of man, with a will of his own. And 
sees well enough what is what, in all this symphony of the Lacys, the 
Montalemberts and surrounding adorers. Montalembert, who is here 
this season, our French best man (unprofitfible Swedes hiust put-up with 
an inferior hand), is extremely persuasive, tries all the arts of French 
rli^toric, but effects nothing. let the Austrians eome-in for the 

finishing stro|:.e, — Excellence, it will be to let them gain, in History, a 
glory which is of -your earning. Baun and Austria, not Soltikof and 
Bussia, will be said to have extinguished this pestilent King; whom 
History will have to remember!"^ ^^With all my heart," answers 
Soltikof; make the Austrians and History perfectly w-elcomel 
Monsieur, mj ammunition is in Posen ; my bread is fallen scarce ; in 
Frankfurt can you find me one horse more ? " Indignant Soltikof is not 
to be taken by cnaff ; growls now and then, if you stir him to the 
bottom : l?hy should we, who are volunteer assist^ints, take all the 
burden of the work ? I wiE fail-back to Posen, and home to Poland and 
East Freussen, if this last much longer.” 

^Austria has a good deal disgusted these Soltlkofs^and Bussian Chief 



CHASv.] saxony without defence ' 97 

38 d Aug. 17593 , . . * . , 

Officers% — who are not so stupid as Austria supposes, Austria s steady 

^wish is, ‘^^Let^them do their function of catVpaw for us ; we are here to 
"eat the chestnuts ; not, ff we can help it^to burn our own poor fingers 
for them 1 ” After every Campaign^hitherto, Austria ha# been in use to 
raise eager accusations at Petersburg; and get the Apraxins, Ferni^s 
into trouble : this is not the way to conciliate Russian General Officers. 
Austria, taui^ht probably by Daun, now tries the other tack:«heaps 
Soltikof with eulogies, flatteries, magnificent presents. All which 
Soltikof accepts* but with-^a full sense of what they mean. An un- 
manageable Soltikof ; his answer always,— Your turn now to fight, a 
victory ! I will go my ways to Posen again, if you don't.” And, in 
these current weeks, in Solti&f s audience-room, if anybody were (jprious 
about it, we could present a very lively solicitation going on, with answers 
very gruff and negatory. No suasion of Montalembert, Lacy, and Dana 
Embassies, backed by diamond -hilted swords, and splendour of gifts from 
Vienna itself, able to prevail on the barbarO^is people. 

^ Daun at length resolves to go in person ; solicits an Interview with 
the distinguished Russian Conqueror ; gets it, meets Soltikof at Guhen, 
half-way house between Frankfurt and Triebel ; select suite attending 
both Excellencies (August 22d) ; and exerts ’frhatever rhetoric is in him 
on the barbarous man. The bai’barous man is stiff as brass ; but Daun 
comes into ail his conditions : Saxony, Silesia, — Excellenz, we have 
them both within clutch ; such our exquisite angling and manceuvriitg, 
in concert with j;^ur immortal victory, which truly gives the life-breath 
to everything. Oh, suffer us to clutch them : keep that King %way 
from us ; and see if they are not ours, Saxony first, Silesia next I Pro- 
visions of meal? I will m^^self undertake to furnish bread fi^ you'* 
(though I have to cart it from Bohemia all the way, ^id am myself 
terribly off ; but fixed to do the impossible) ; ration of bread shall fail 
no Russian man, while you escort us as protective friend. Towards 
Saxony first, where the Reichs Army is, and not a Prussian in the field ; 
the very Garrisons mostly gone by this time, Dresden is to be besieged, 
within a week ; Dresden itself is ours, if only 2/ou please I Come into 
the Lausitz with us. Magazines are there, loaves in abundance : Saxony- 
done, Dresden ours, cannot we turn to Silesia together ; besiege Giogau 
together (I am iflyself about trying Neisse, by Harsch again) ; capture 
Giogau as well as Neisse ; and crown the successfulest campaign that 
ever was? Oh, EScellenz — T** — 

• rt 

Ij} a .word, Excellenz, strictly fixing that condition of the 
loaves, consents. Will get ready to leave those Frankfurt 
Wine-Hills in about a week. ‘ But the loaves, you recollect : 
no Bread, no Russian !’ Daun returns to Triebel a victories 
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aaaiij — ^thwgh with m onerous condition incunibeiit. Tem- 
l^lhof^ minutely eomputiiigj finds that to cart from Bohemia 
such a cipher of human rations daily into these parts, will 
sinpass all the vehicolatory pow%r of Daun.^ 

Jlc Jrmy'^ m^calkd hm enteml under ^fine 

Onuiis ; cfoiw mme Feats qf Skginff (August 7th-28d), 
^ an Eye on Dresden as the crowning' o-ne 

The Reichs Army, though it had h&en so tumbled about, in 
Spring, with such havoc on its magazines and preparations, 
could not wait to refit itself, except superficially ; axui showed 
face over fhe Mountair^ almost earlier than usual The 
chance was so unique : a Saxony left to its mere Garrisons, — 
as it continued to be, for near two months this Year. On 
such golden opportunity the Reichs Army, — first, in light 
mischievous precursor parties, who roamed as far as Halle or 
even as Halberstadt ; then the Army itself, well or ill 
appointed, under Generalissimo the Prince von Zweibruck, — 
did c«)me on, winding through Tiiuringen towapls the North- 
western Towns ; various Austrian Auxiliary-Corps making 
ap{)earance on the Dresden side. Eight Austrian regiments, 
' as a permanency, are in the Reichs Army itself. Cotnmander, 
or part Commander, of the eight is (what alone I find note- 
worthy in them) ‘Herr General Thomas von Bloncjuet"; Irish 
by nation, says a footnote — sure enough some adventurous 
‘Thomas PhmJcet^’' risible this once, soldiering, in those cir- 
cumstances ; never heard of by a sympathetic reader bc&re or 
after. Xt was mdiile the King was hunting the HacMick- 
Loudon people in Sagan Country in such vehement fashion, 
that Zweibruck came trumpeting into Saxony, — King, Prince 
Henri and everybody, well occuped otlierwise, far away ! 

The Reichs Army has a camp at Naumburg (Rossbach 
neighbourhood) : and has light troops out in Haile neighbour-* 
hood; which have^ seized Halle; are very severe upon Halle, 

^ Tempelbof, iil 22$. - .. - Seyfarth, ii. 83111, . 



CH. SCHMETTAU SURRENDERS DKEwEN 99 

7th-a3d Aug. 1759] 

and otlier places thereabouts, till chas^ away, August Tth, 
^ the Reichs Army begirt Leipzig ; summoned the weak garrison 
there. It is a Town capable of puin, but not of defence: 
^ Free- withdrawal,’ proposes iSie Reichs Army^ — and upp:i 
these terms gets hold of Leipzig, for the time being. Leipzig, 
Torgau, Wittenberg ; in a fortnight or less, all the Prussian 
posts in those parts fall to the Reichs Army. Its marchings 
and siegings, among those I^orth-western places, not one of 
them capable of standing above a few-days siege, ax^e worth ilo 
mention, except to Paiish History : enough that, by little 
after the middle of August, Zweibriick had got all these 
places, ^ Free- withdrawal ’ the terms for all ; and that, except 
it be the following feature in their Siege of Torgau, feature 
mainly Biographic, and belonging to a certain Colonel 
Wolfersdorf concerned, there is not one of those Sieges now 
worth a moment’s attention from almost any mortal. This is 
the Torgau featui'e, — feature of hulnan nature, soldiering 
under difficulties : 


Colonel von Wolfersdorf beautifully defends himself in Torgau (August 
9th-14tli). Two <^ays after Leipzig was had, there appeared at Torgau a 
Body of Pandours, 2,000 and more ; who attempted some kind of seaside 
on Torgau and its small Garrison (of 700 or so), — where are a Magazine, 
a Hospital and other properties : not capable, by any garrison, of standing 
regular siege ; but important to defend till you have y^-oper terms ediered. 
The multitudinous Pandours, if I remember, made a rush into the 
Suburbs, in their usual vociferous way ; but were met by the TOO silent 
Prussians, — silent except through their fire-arms and field-pieces, — in so 
eloquent a style as soon convinced the Pandour mind, and sent it travel- 
ling again. And in the evening of the same day (August 0th), Colonel 
Wolfersdorf arrives, as new Commandant, and wifn reinforcements, 
small though con|iderabie in the circumstances. * 

Wolfersdorf, one dimly gathers, had marched from Wittenberg on 
this errand ; the whole force in Torgau is now of about 3,000, still with 
only field-cannon,* but with a Captain over them ; — wlio, as is evident, 
set^himself in a very earnest manner to do his utmost in defence of the 
place. Next morning Reichs General Kleefeld Cioverfield '), with 6 
or 8,000 Pandour and Regular, summons Wolfersdorf : Surrender in- 
stantly I or— I' "We will expect you T ^swers ^folfersdorf. Wh^ve- 
ug^a, same morning (August 10th), general storm ; storm No. 1 : beaiHi- 
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Ittllf liaudl^ by Wolfersdorf ; who takes it In rear (to ite astoni^iment)^ 
ts well as in front ; and sends it off in liaste. On tlie morrow^ Saturday^ 
a second followed ; and on Sunday a third ; brtli likewise beantiMIy 
Imndlecl This Jhird storm, rladers^ee^ w^as ^ Sunday August 12th': a 
vfiy busy stonnfiii day at Torgaii here, — and also, for soma others of us, 
during the heats of Kunersdorf, over the horizon far away ! Wolfersdorf 
tumhi^s-back all storms ; Mthermore makes mischievous sallies : a 
destructive, skilled person ; altogether prompt, fertile in’ expedients ; 
and evidently is not to be managed by Kleefeld, So Miat Prince von 
Stoiherg, Second to supreme Zweibriick himself, has to take it in hand* 
Aiid, 

Monday ISth, at break of day, Stolberg arflves with a train of battering 
guns and {>,0CM) new people; summons Wolfersdorf: ^Xo,' as before. 
Storms him, a fourth time ; likewise ^ No,' as before : attacks, there- 
upon, his Elbe Bridge, and his Redoubt across the River; finds a 
Wolfersdorf party rush desti^uctively into his rear there. And has to 
withdraw, and try battering from behind the Elbe Dam. Continues this, 
violently for about two hours ; till again Wolfersdorf, whose poor field- 
pieces, the only artillery he has, ^ cannot reach so far with leaden balls ' 
(the iron balls are done, amj the powder itself is almost done), manages, 
by a Hank attack, to (piench this also. IVhich produces entire silence, 
and considerable private reflection, on the part of indignant Stolberg. 
Stpiberg offers him the favourablest terms devisable : ^ Withdraw freely, 
with all your honours, all your properties ; only withdraw' ! ' Which 
Wolfersdorf^ his powder and ball being in such a stale of ebb, and no 
relief possible, agrees to ; with stipulations very strict as to every 
par'acular.^' 

* Colonel mn^ Wolfersdorf withdraws ^ ako bimtt\fiilly (August loth). 
Accordingly, Wednesday August 15th, at eight in the morning, IPolfers- 
dorf by the Elbe Gate moves out ; across Elbe Bridge, and the Redoubt 
which is on the farther shore yonder. Near this Redoubt, Stolberg and 
many of liis General Officei*s are waiting to see him go. He goes in 
3tete ; flags flying, music playing. Battalion Hessen-Cassel, followed by 
all our Packages, |JospitaI convalescents, Rlng^s Artillery, and whatever 
is the King's or ours, marches first. Next comes, as rearguard to all 
tills, Battalion Gx*oliman along with which is ’IV’olifersdorf himself, 
knowing GroIIman for a ticklish article (Saxons mainly); followed on 
the heel by Battalion Hofmann, and lastly by Battalion Salniutli, trusty 
Prussians both of these. ** 

Battalion Ilcsseii-Cassel and the Baggages are through tin?. Redoubt, 
Prince of Stolberg liandsomely saluting as saluted. But now, on Battalion 

^ ^ In JMoMfmom 0/ Wamburg (iii. 350) the Capitulation, * August J4th/ given 
ifi^xUnso* 
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Orollmairi's coming up^ Stolberg’s Adjutant cries-out with a loud voice 
proclamation^ many Officers repeating and enforcing : ^ “W' iioever is a 
brave Saxon^ whoever is»true to his Kaisen or %vas of the Reichs Army^ 
let him step-out : Durchlaucht wiil^ive Mm protection T At sound of 
which Groilmaim quivers as if struck by electricity ; and instantly begim 
dissolving ; — dissolvesj in effect^ nearly all^ and is in the act of vanishing 
like a dream I Wolfersdorf is a pi-ompt"' man ; and needs to be so. 
Wolfersdorf^ in Olympian rage^ instantly^Stops short ; draws pistol : *■ I 
will shoot dead^very man that quits rank!* vociferates he; and does, 
with his pistol, make instant exam|de of one ; inviting every true Prussian 
to do the like: ^Jagers, Hussars, a ducat for every traitor you shocrt- 
down !' continues Wolfersdoif? (and punctually paid it afterwards) : unable 
to prevent an almost total dissolution of Grollmann. For some mi?iutes, 
there is a scene indescribable : storm of vociferation, menace, musket- 
shot, pistol-shot ; Grollmann disappearing on every side, — ^ behind the 
Redoubt, under the Bridge, into Elbe Bo^ts, under tbe cloaks of the 
Croats " ; — in spite of Wolfersdorf s Olympian rages and efforts. 

At sight of the shooting. Prince Stolberg, a hot man, had said in 
dignantly, ‘^Herr, that will be dangerous for you (das tvz?*d nklit gut 
gehn)V Wolfersdorf not regarding him a Aj^hit; regarding only Groii- 
mann, and his own hot business of coercing it at a ducat per head. 
Grollmann gone, and Battalion Hofmann in due sequence come up, 
Wolfersdorf, — who has sent an Adjutant, with order, Hessen-Cassel, 
halty — gives Battalion Hofmann these three words of command : ^ Whole 
Battalion, halt !— Front 1 — JVIake ready 1 ’ (with due simultaneous click 
of every firelock , on utterance of that last) ; — and turning to P?ince 
Stolberg, with a brow, with a tone of voice : ' Durchlaucht, Article-^O of 
the Capitulation is express on this point ; " All dese 7 *tion staidly prohibited;^ 
no deserter to he received either on the Impe^'ial or ondhe Prussian side'' /* 
(Durchlaucht silently gives, we suppose, some faint sniff), ^ Since your 
Durchlaucht does not keep the Capitulation, neither will I regard it 
farther. I will now take you and your Suite prisoners, return into tbe 
Town, and again begin defending myself. Be so good as ride directly 
into that Redoubt, or I will present, and give lire I ’ 

A dangerous moment for the Durchlaucht of Stolberg; Battalion 
Salmuth actually taking possession of the wall again ; Hofmann here 
with its poised firelock on the cock, ‘'ready" for that fourth wwd, Is 
abov# indicated. • A General Lusinsky of Stolberg*s train, master of those 
C3;pats, and an Al^strian of figure,%emarks very seriously ; ^ Every point 
of the C'apitulation must be kept!" Upon which Durchlaucht has to 
renounce and repent ; eagerly assists in recovering Grollmann, restores 
it (little the worse, little the Jewer) ; will give Wolfersdorf of 

the Austrian Escort you are to have," and every satwfaction and assurance t 
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— wislifiil ^nly to get rid of Wolfersdorf. Wlw tliereopoii m'rclsea to 
Wittenberg;, with colours Hying again, and a name mentionahle 

This Wolfersdorf was himself a Piriia Saxon ; serving 
Polish Majesty, as Major, in that Pinia time; perhaps no 
adinim' of PeldmaKchall Biiihl"' and Company? — at any 
rate, he took Pmssian sei^vice, as tlieii offered him ; and this 
is his style of keeping it. A *deeidedly clever soldier, and 
comes out, henceforth, more and more as such, — unhappily 
not for long. Was taken at IMaxen,* he too, as will be seen. 
Hose, in after times, to be Lieutenant-General, and a man 
fomoiis in the Prussian military circles; but given always, 
they say, to take the ^straight line (or shortest distance 
between self and object), in regard to military matters, to 
recruiting and the like, and thus getting himself into trouble 
with the Civil Officials, 

Wolfersdorf, at Wittenberg or farther on, had a flattering 
word from the King ; applauding his effective procedures at 
Torgau ; and ordering him, should Wittenberg fall (as it did, 
August £3d), to join Wunsch, \vho is coming with a small 
Party to try and help in those destitute localities, Wunsch 
the*- King had detached (21st August), as we heard already, 
'^'Kinck the King finds, farther, that he can debich (from 
Waldau Country, September 7th) ; “ Eussiaus being so 
languid, and Saxony fallen into such a perilous predicament. 

^ Few days after Kuiiersdorf,* says a Note, wliicli sliouM be inserted 
here, ^ there had faiien-out a small Naval matter, which will be con- 
solatory to Friedri-^h, and go to the other side of the account, when 
he hears of it : Kunersdorf was Sunday August 12th ; this was Saturday 
aad Sunday following. Besides their Grand Brest Fleet, with new Flat- 
bottoms, and world-famous land-preparations going on at ¥annes, for 
Invasion of proud Albion, all which apre at present unier Hawke's ^rict 
keeping, the French have, ever since Spring last, a fine subsidiary FMet 
at Toulon, of very exultant hopes at one time ; which now come to inis. 

^ Tempelhof, iil 201-204 5 Seyfarth, il 562 and li. 587; Mik ’- 

iv, 283, « 

'^'^‘Tempelhof, iii. 2il, 237, 
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^ 8e<^Fight {properly Sea-^Hunt of 200 miles), in the Cadiz Wat&r^, 
August IBth-imh, The fin© Toulon Fleet, which expected tl one time^ 
Pitts ships being so pattered over the world, to be mistress of the 
Mediterranean/' has found itself, on #ie contrary (such were Pitt's 
resources and promptitudes), coop*Sd in harbour all Summer ; Boscaifeii 
watching it in the usual strict way. No egress possible ; till, in the 
sultry weather (8th July — 4th August), JBoscawen's need of fresh pro- 
visions, fresh water and of making some repairs, took him to Oihraitar, 
and gave the 'Uoulon Fleet a transient ojpf|>ortunity, which it made use of, 

^August 17th, at 8 in the evening, Boscawen, at Gibraltar (some o£ 
his ships still in dishabille or under repair), w'as hastily apprised by one 
of his Frigates, That the TEpulon Fleet had sailed ; been seen visibly at 
Ceuta Point so many hours ago. Meaning," as Boscawen guesses, 

to be through the Straits this very night ! " By power of despatch, the 
dishabille ships were rapidly got buttoned together (in about two hours ) ; 
and by 10 p.m. all were under sail. And soon w^ere in hot chase; the 
game being now in view, — going at its utmost thx'ougli the Straits, as 
anticipated. At 7 next morning (Saturday August 18^^) Boscawen got 
clutch of the Toulon Fleet ; still well east of Cadiz, somewhere in the 
Trafalgar waters, I should guess. Here Boscawen fought and chased the 
Toulon Fleet, for 24 hours coming ; drove it finally ashore, at Lagos on 
the coast of Portugal, with five of its big ships burnt or taken, its crews 
and other ships fiying by land and water, its poor Admiral mortally 
wounded ; and the Toulon Fleet a ruined article. The wind had been 
capricious, her^ fresh, there calm ; now favouring the hunters, now the 
hunted; both Fleets had dropped in two. De la Clue, the lirench 
Admiral, complained bitterly how his Captains lagged, or shore-off and 
forsook him. Boscawen himself, who for his own share had gone at*, 
it eagle-like, was heard grumbling, about want of pieed "in some people ; 
and said : It is well ; but it might have been better ! ” ^ 

De ia Clue, — fallen long ago from all notions of dominating the 
Mediterranean," — had modestly intended to get through, on any terms, 
into the Ocean ; might then, if possible, have joined the grand invasion 
Squadron," now lying at Brest, tiil Vannes and the furnishings are 
ready, or have tried to be troublesome in the re«i* of Hawke, who is 
blockading all^that. A modest outlook in comparison ;~and this is 
what it also has come to. As for the Grand Invasion Squadron, Admfral 
Confians, commanding it, still holds-up his head in Brest Harbour, and 
tel£s big. Makes little of Rodney’s havoc on the Flatbottoms at Havre, 

Will ^soon Lave Flatbottoms again; and you shall see!" — if only 
Hawke, and wind and weather and Fortune, will permit.' 

i Beatson, ii. 313-9 ? HI 237'S, De la Clue, the French Admirars Despatch; 
— Boscawen's Despatch, etc, , in Gentleman* s Magazine^ xxix. 434. ^ ^ 
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dmtrian RekM Army does its crowning Feat (August 26tli — 
September 4tli) : Dkry of what is calkd the * Siege " 

% Dresden 

Since the first weeks of August there have been Austrian 
detachments^ Webla’^s Corps, Breiitaiio^s Corps, entering 
Saxony from the north-east or Daiin-ward side!? and posting 
themselves in the strongs points^ looking , towards Dresden; 
waiting there till the Reichs Army should capture its 
Leip£gs, Torgaus, Wittenbergs, and roll forward from north- 
west. To all which it is easy to fixncy what an impetus was 
given by Kunersdorf and August ISth; the business after 
that, going-on double-cfaick, and pointing to immediate 
practical industry on Dresden. The Reichs Army hastens 
to settle its north-western Towns, puts due garrison in each, 
leaves a 10 or 1 ^, 000 ^ mo%’'able for general protection, in 
those parts : and, August SSd, marches for Dresden. There 
are only some 15,000 left of it now; almost half the Reichs 
Ai*iny drunk-up in that manner ; were not Daun now speed- 
ing forth his Maguire with a fresh 12,000 ; who is to com- 
mand the Wehlas and Brentanos as well. And, in effect, to 
be Austrian Chief, and as regards practical matters, Manager of 
this importaih; Eiiterprise, — all-important to Daun just now. 
Schmettaii in Dresden sees clearly what mischief is at hand. 

To Daun this Siege of Dresden is the alpha to whatever 
omegas there may be : he and his Soltikof are to sit waiting 
this ; fcind can attempt ziothing but eating of provender, till 
this be acHeved.'^ As the Siege was really important, though 
not quite the alpha to all omegas, and has 4n it curious 
points and physiognomic traits, we will invite reader to some 
transient inspection of it,— the ^rather as there exist ample 
contemporary Narratives, Dmrmm and authentic records, to 
render that possible and easyd 

^ InTempcItofCiiL 2x0-216-3225 complete and caieM Narrative; mdnmfm$us 
efr^mBurg (ill 371-371^1 express by some Eye-witness in Dresden. 
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^Ever|ince the rumour of Kunersdorf/ says one Dianum^ compiled 

out of many;) ^ in the last two weeks of Aujg’iistj) Schmettau s need of 
"^vigilance and diligence hai been on the in^ease^, his outlooks becoming 
grimmer and grimmer. He has a j^orish Garrison for ’number (3j>TO0 
in alP)^ and not of the best quality; deserters a good few of them : 
willing enough for strokes ; hgliting fellows ail^ and of adventurous 
turn/biit uncertain as to loyalty in a case^of pinch. He has endless 
stores in the place ; for one item^ almostja million sterling of ready- 
money. Poor Sf^hmettau^ if he knew it^ has suddenly become the 
Leonidas of this Campaign, Dresden Its Thermopylae ; and '—But readers 
can conceive the situation. 

^August 20tk^ Schmettau qhits the Neustadt^ or northern paij of 
Dresden, which lies beyond the River: nnimport?int that, and inde- 
fensible with garrison not adequate; Schmettau will strengthen the 
River-bank, blow-up the Stone Bridge if necessary, and restrict himself 
to Dresden Proper. The Court is here ; Sch nettau does not hope that 
the Court can avert a Siege from him ; but he fails not to try, in that 
way too, and may at least gain time. 

^ August 25thy He has a Mine put under the main arch of the Bridge : 
^^mine ill-made, uncertain of effect,” reports the Officer whom he sent to 
inspect it. But it was never tried, the mere rumour of it kept-off athicks 
on that side. Same day, August 25th, Schmettau receives that un- 
fortunate Royal Missive ^ written in the dark days of Eeitweiii, morrow* 
of Kunersdorf (14th or 13th August)^' which we read above* *^That 
there is another Letxer on the road for him, indicating Relief shall 
tried,” is unknown to Schmettau, and fatally continues unknown. Whilj^ 
Schmettau is reading this (August 25th), General Wunsch has been on 
the road four days : ^Funsch and Wolfersdorf with about 8,C^0, at their 
quickest pace, and in a fine w'inged frame of mind wi-iial, are speeding 
on : will cross Elbe at Meissen to-morrow .night, — did Schmettau only 
know. People say he did, in the way of rumour, understand that 
Kunersdorf had not been the fatal thing it was thought ; ajid that efforts 
would be made by a King like his. In his place one might have, at 
least, shot-out a spy or two ? But he did not, then or aft<?rwards. 

Already, ever since the arrival of Wehla and Brentano in those^ parts, 
he has been labouring under many uncertainties; too many for a 
Leonidas 1 Hanging between Yes and No, even about that of quitting 
the Neustadt, for e^i^imple : carrying over portions of his goods, but 
never heartily the whole; unable to ^resolve; now lifting visibly the 
Bridge pavement, then again visibly restoring it and, I think, though 
the contrary is asserted, he had at last to leave in the Neushidt, a great 

I ^ Schmettau^s Zehu (by his Son), p, 408* * 

® Tempelhof, iii. 208; Schmettau^s (p. 421) has ‘August 27 th.* 

• • • 
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of sikes, Ijorse-prorender and otber^ not needful to liim .t present, 
or impossible to oarry, wlien dubiety ^ot ended. He lias put a mine 
under tbe Bridge ; but kno^-rs it will not go oC . , , ,, ,,, . 

^ ^ Scbmettau lias been in many wars, but this is a c«iS6 that tries Ms 

'soldier qualities as none otlier iias ever done. A case of endies® in- 
tricacy, — if be be quite equal to it ; wbicli perhaps be was not altogether. 
Nobody ever doubted Sebmettau*s bigli qualities as a mmi and captain ; 
but here are requisite the f ary Mgbest, and these Schmettau has not. 
The result was 'I’^ery tragical ; I suppose, a pain to Fi ledrich all his life 
■ after; and certainly to Sc^imettau all his. This is Saturday night 
25t]i August : before Tuesday week (September 4th) there will have sad 
things arrived, irremediable to Schmettau. Had Schmettau decided to 
defend himself, Dresden had not been taken. Wiat a pity Schmetfcm had 
not been spared this Missive, calculated to ])roduce mere doubt ! Whether 
he could not, and should not, after a ten days of inquiry and new dis- 
cernment, have been able tO read the King’s true meaning, as w^eii as the 
King’s momentary humour, in this fatal Document, there is no deciding. 
Sure enough, he did not read the King’s true meaning in itj^but only the 
King’s momentary humour ; did not frankly set about defending himself 
to the death,— or seeing’’ in that way whether he could not defend , 
himself,” — ^with a good capitulation lying in the reai*, after he had. 

‘ Sunday Angmt 20/^, Trumpet at the gates. Messenger from Zwei- , 
'briick is introduced blindfold; brings formal Summons to Schmettau. 
Summons duly truculent : Resistance vain ; the niore you resist, the ‘ 
iforse it will be, — and there is , a worst ” . (that of being delivered to the-.. 
Croats, . and massacred every man), of .which why .should, i sp.eaklzi 
Especially if in anything you fail of your duty to the Kur-Prliiis" 
(Electoral "Prince and Heir-Apparent, poor crook-backed young Gentle- 
man, who has aii excellent sprightly Wife, a friend of Friedrich’s 
daughter of the late Kaiser Karl vu., wdiom we used so beautifuilj), 

imagine what your fate wiil be ! ” — To which Schmettau answers 't 

.. ^^Gan .Durchlaucht think us. . ignorant of the common rules of ■ behaviow.* 
to Persons of that Rank ? For the rest, Durchlaucht know^s what our 
duties here are) and would despise us if we did, mt do them ” and,' 

short, “our answer again is, in polite forms, ^^Fooh, pooli ; you may go J 
your way!” Upon which the Me.ssenger is' bii.55dfold,ed, again ; andi 
..- .Bchmetfeu sets himself in hot earnest to ciearing-out his. goods from.."th."' 

... .:':...Neu.stadt ;.. building with huge ..intertwisted' crDs.s-?beaiBS. aiid.''^tone.'..aui|; 
;,.^.:....:mih-masses.: a:. Battery .at Ms own end of the .Bridge,, batteries. ■§n'.eaci| 
side of it, below and above ; — blocks the Gates ; and is passionately bu 
ail Sunday, — though divine service goes on as usual. 

^Hardly were^the Prussian guns got awmy, when Croat people 
S ' quantity ' came in, and began building a Battery "at their 'end of' t 



Bridge, the main defence-work being old Prussian meal-barr(jis, handily 
, jailed with earth. you fire one cannon-ball across on us/' said 

"Schmettau, will bonfbard the Neusta^ into fiame in few minutes'' 
(I have only to aim at our Hay Maj^azine yonder) : be warned 1 no. 
did they once fire from that side ; Electoral Highness withal and Royal 
Palace being quite contiguous behixid th® P^’^ssian Bridge-Battery. 
Electoral and Household are politely treated, make |>olite 

answer to every thing ; intend going downnnto the Apotheke " (Kitchen 
suite), or vaulted part of the Pa^yice, and will lodge there when the 
cannonade begins. “ . # 

^This same Sunday Augmt 26thy Maguire arrived ; and set instantly 
to building his bridge at Pillnitz, a little w^ay above Dresden : at UelJigan, 
a little below Dresden, the ReichsMk have another. Reichsfolk, 
Zweibriick in person, come all in on Wednesday ; post themselves there, 
to north and west of the City. What is mom important, the siege>guns, 
a superb stock, are steadily floating, through the Pirna regions, hither- 
ward ; get to hand on Friday next, the fifth day hence. ^ Korbitz (Iiaif- 
way out to Kesselsdorf) is Durchlaucht's headquarter : — Chief C^enerai 
is Durchlaucht, conspicuously he, at least in Jbheory, and shall have all 
the glory ; though Maguire, glancing on these cannon, were it nothing 
more, has probably a good deal to say. Maguire too, I observe, takes 
post on that north or Kesselsdorf side ; contiguous for the Head General. 
Wehla and Brentano post themselves on the south or up-stream side ; it 
is they that handidn the siege-guns: batteries are already everywhere 
marked-out, 13 cannon-batteries and § howitzer. In short, from Idle 
morrow of that truculent Summons, Monday morning to Thursday, th»e 
is hot stir of multifarious preparation on Schmettau's part ; ^id coutinuar 
pouring-in of the hostile force, who are also preparing at the utmost. 
Thursday, the Siege, if it can be called a Siege, begins. Gradually, and 
as follows : 

^ Thursday Morning (August 30th), Schmettau, who is, night and day, 

palisading the River,” and much else, — discloses (that is. Break of Day 
discloses on his part) to the Dresden public a huge Gallows, black, huge, 
of impressive aspect; labelled ^"^For Plunderers, Mufineers and their 
Helpers.”^ The Austrian heavy guns are not yet in battery; but 
multitudes of loose Croat people go swarming about everywhere, and 
there is plentiful firing from such artilleries as they have. This same 
Thursday morning, two or three battaiions of them rush into the Pirna 
Suburb ; attack the Prussian Guard-parties there, Schmettau instantly 
despatches Captain Kolias and a Trumpet : — Durchlaucht, have the 
goodness to recall these Croat Parties ; otherwise the Suburb goes into 
flame ! And directly on arrival of this Messenger, n\^y it please Du rch- 


Tempelhof, p. 2 io, 
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eomlag wM message after message, hasty and conciliatory : r Burcfi- 
laacht at such a distance, his signature not yet come ; but be patient ; 
all is right, upon my honour Very great Imrry evident on the part 
^ Guasco and*Company; hut notipiig suspected by JSchmettam Till, 
dusk or darkness threatening now to supervene, Maguire and Schmettan 
with respective suites have a Conference on the Bridge,— rain falling 
very <iieavy/' Durclilaucht's signature, ^laguire is astonished to say, ^ 
has not yet come ; but Maguire pledges his honour that all shall be 
kept without chicane ** ; and adds (what to some of us seemed not 
superfluous afterw'ards), iinSipable of acting falsely or with 

chicane/' In fact, till 9 in the evening there w‘as no signature by Durch* 
lauclil; ; but about 6, on such pledge by ^fagiiire of his hand and his 
honour, the Siege entirely gave-up the ghost ; and Dresden belonged to 
Austria. Tuesday evening 4th September 1759; Sun just setting, could 
anybody see him for the rain. 

^ Schmettau had been ov^-hasty ; what need had Schmettau of haste ? 

The terms had not yet got signature, perfection of settlement on every 
point ; nor were they at ail well kept, when they did I Considerable 
flurry, temporary blindness, needless hurry, and neglect of symptoms and 
precautions, must be impufed to poor Schmettau ; whose troubles began 
from this moment, and went on increasing. The Austrians are already 
besetting Elbe Bridge, rooting-up the herriug-houe balks ; and approach- 
iBg our Blockhouse, — sooner tlinn was expected. But that is nothing. 

On opening the Plnui Gate, to share it wflth the Au|trians, Friedrich's 
(sooner had not been possible to the man) was ivaiting ; who handed 
Scjimettau that Second Letter of Friedricl/s, Courage ; there is relief 

the road I ** Poor Schmettau ! * 

What (Japtafh Kolias and the Prussian Garrison thought 
of all this, ike'll were perhaps shy of saying, and we at such 
distance are not informed,— except by one symptom : tliat of 
Colonel Hoffman, Schinettau'^s Second, whose indignation does 
become tragioitlly evident. Hoffman, a rugged Prussian 
veteran; is indignant at the Capitulation itself ; doubly and 
^ trebly indignant to find the Austrians on Elbe Bridge, busy 
raising oiir Balks and Battery: ‘How is this, Sir?'^ inquires 
he of Captain Sydow, who is %>ii guard at the Prussian end ; 

‘ How dared you make this change, without acquiMiiting the 
Second in Command ? Order-out your men, and come along 
with me to cigar the Bridge again ! ’ Sydow hesitates, 
naggles indignant Hoffman, growing loud as ihiinder, pulls- 
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out a pltol, fatal-looking to disobedient Sydow; w(io calls 
ks men, or whose men spring-out uncalled; and shoot 

idT« that he 

wards^ *hen and after-' 

wards. Was drunk, said Schmettau’s people. Friedrich 

answered, on Report of it .-I think L Hoffman did. If k 
was « drank,” 4 is pity the Governor and all the Garrison 
had not been so, to have come to the same judgment as 

k%egf dfo kl ^^hngs, U grief and indignation, 

n regard to all this Dresden matter,— which are not expressed 

^cept coldly m business form,— can be fancied by all rLders 
One of the most tragical bits of iU-luck that ever befell km’ 
and'^T.T present cosidition; a signal loss 

narrowirit' h “°®t °f all, unbearable to think how 
nanowly It has missed being a signal triumph —missed 
actually by a single hair’s-breadth, whicji is as gLd as by a 
mile, or by a thousand miles ! * ^ ^ 

caie raiwlh! Durchlaucht in person 

tniifEwtS w r the herring-bone balks,. 

PWo f TT- ?”‘^“-^ht had not been half^“ h^lr S 
..Du^aucht ,ve., 

hSa'tne wf"'’- o™' i 

off to Tfinlity +t,o 4- • , ™ bke manner, hnrry- 

to ioplitz that same night, about an hour after WT^^f 

Toplifa; Du„hlaucht ot zieibrucfw” 
hour before them — ra™f„lo+i « • nuiiying-ott an 

term^'nf ii- 1 ■ t'®'P«ulation* Signature not yet dry and 

terms of it .beginning to be broken - nnd w„ d ^ T™ 
be within ten miles ! ’ ^ ''"P^^ted to 

(Preuss, ii. : September 1759’ 
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comi»g w»li message after message^ hasty and conciliatory : r Ciirch- 
lancht at such a distance^ his signature not yet come ; but be patient ; 
all is right, upon my honour Very great hwrry evident on the part 

Guasco and •Company ; but notl^iig suspected by Schmettau. Till, 
dusk or darkness threatening now to supervene, Maguire and Schinettau 
with respective suites have a Conference on the Bridge, — rain falling 
very iiimy.** .Du rchlau elites signature, Maguire is astonished to say, 
has not yet come; but Magiire pledges his honour *Hhafc all shall be 
kept without chicane**; and adds (what to some of us seemed not 
superfluous afterwards), incapable of acting falsely or with 

chicane/* In ihct, till 0 in the evening there was no signature by Durcli- 
laucl^ ; but about 0, on such pledge by ^laguire of his Imnd and his 
honour, the Siege entirely gave-up the ghost ; and Dresden belonged to 
Austria. Tuesday evening 4th September I7d9 ; Sun just setting, could 
anybody see him for the rain. 

^ Schmettau had been ov^-liasty ; what need had Schmettau of haste ? 
The terms had not yet got signature, perfection of settlement on every 
point ; nor were they at ail well kept, when they did 1 Considerable 
flurry, temporary blindness, needless hurry, and neglect of symptoms and 
precautions, must be impufed to poor Schmettau ; whose troubles began 
from this moment, and went on increasing. The Austrians are already 
besetting Elbe Bridge, rootiiig-up the herring-bone balks ; and approach- 
ing our Blockhouse, — sooner than w’as expected. But that is nothing. 
On opening the Pirna Gate, to share it with the Au|trians, Friedricl/s 
Spy (sooner had not bt?eii possible to the man) was waiting ; wJio handed 
Sc^imeitau that Second Letter of Friedricl/s, C'ourage ; there Is relief 
%n th€% road T* Ftmr Schmetteu !* 

What Captafli Jfolias and the Prussian Garrison thought 
of all this, tlicy were perhapis shy of saying, and we at such 
distance are not informed, —except by one symptom : that of 
Colonel Hoftman, Schmettau’^s Second, whose indignation does 
become tragi<itlly evident. Hoffman, a rugged Prussian 
veteran^ is indignant at the Capitulation itself ; doubly and 
trebly indignant to find the Austrians on ETbe Bridge, busy 
raising our Balks and Battery : * How is this, Sir ? ^ inquires 
he of Captain Sydow, who is «on guard at the Prusskl end ; 
* How dared you make this change, without acquainting the 
Second in Command ? Order-out your men, and come along 
with me to ci§ar the Bridge again ! ’ Sydow hesitates, 
Haggles ^ indignant Hoffman, .growing loud as tliiuider, pulls- 
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out a pltol, fatal-looking to disobedient Sydow; vdo calls 
.‘irnff “T’ spring-out uncalled; and shoot 

wards enough, then and after- ' 

wards. Was drunk, said Schmettatfs people. Friedrich 
answer^, on Report of it : ‘I think L Hofikan did. B he 

had not_ beei^ so, to have come to the same judgment as 

in%egIrto an 5f grief and indignation^ 

in regard to all this Dresden matter,_which are not expre»ed 

^cept coldly in business form, --can be fancied by aU rLdL 

One of the most tragical bits of ill-luck that ever befell km' 

A very sore stroke, m his present condition; a signal loss 

naiTowlv°ft' h unbearable to think how 

naiiowly ft has missed being a signal trimnnh • 

actually by a single hair’s-breadth, whic|i is as good as by a 
mile, or by a thousand miles I ^ 

y u’ulock that evening, Durchlaucht in person 
tHto Elfcto fw r the herring-bone balks,, 

time either which was not quite the legal 

time either^ , Durchlaucht had not been half an hour with 
Electora Highness, when a breathless Courier 
General Wunsch within ten miles’ (took Torgau ir-no-time' " 
as Durchlaucht well knows, for a week past)? ‘aS^wi be 
here before we sleep!’ Durchlaucht plungLout, over the 
hemng-boiie balks again (which many carpenter Z \lZ 

- wr,^«4;sat 

(Preuss, ii. : ‘Waldau, nth Septeralier 1759' 
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The Wunsch re})ort is perfectly correct. Wunsch is at 
Grossenhayn this evening; all in a fiery mood of swiftnessf— 
his people 4ind he; — aod indeed it is, by chance, one of 
'"’^olfersdorfs impetuosities that has sent the news so fast. 

,, Wimscli had been as ^swift with Torgau as he was with 
Wittenberg : he blew'-oiit the poor Reichs Garrison there by 
instant storm, atid packed it off to Leipzig, nnder charge of 
‘an Officer and Trumpet’’: — he had, greatly against his will, 
to rest two days there for a few indispensable cannon from 
Magdeburg. Cannon once come, Wunsch, burning for 

deliverance of Dresden, had again started at his swiftest, 

‘ Monday 3d September (death-day of the Siege), ‘ very 
early.’ 

^ He is under 8,000 ; but he is determined to do it ; — and would have 
done it, think judges, half-thinks Zweibruck himself: such a iire in that 
Wunsch and his Corps as^s very dangerous indeed. At 4 this morning, 
Zweibruck heard of his being on march : ‘^numbers uncertain” — (numbers 
seemingly not tlie important point, — blows any number of m about our 
^Hisiness!) — and since that moment Zweibruck has driven the capitulation 
at such a pace ; though the durried Schmettau suspected nothing. 

^Afternoon of TueMay 4//i, "iFunsch, approaching Grossenhayn, had 
detached "VFolfersdorf with 100 light horse rightwards to Grtidel, a boat- 
iiig Village on Elbe shore, To seek news of Dresden ; also to see if boats 
are proeurlTbie for carrying our artillery up thither. At OrSdel, Wolfes^- 
dorf finds no bo#«s that wdll avail : but certain boat-people, new from 
Dresden, report that no capitulation had been published when they left, 
but that it was understood to be going on. New spur to Wolfersdorf 
and Wunsch. IVolfersdorf hears farther in this Milage, That there are 
some thirty Austrian horse in Grossenhayn : — Possible tliese may 
escaj>e General- Wunsch !” Thinks ’Wolfersdorf ; and decides to have 
them. -Takes thirty men of liis own ; orders the other seventy to hold 
rightward, gather what intelligence is going, and foMow more leisurely ; 
and breaks-off for the Grossenhayn-Dresden Highway, to intercept those 
fellows. 

Getting to the higliway, Wolfersdorf does see the fellows ; sees also, 

— with what degree of horror I do not know,— that there a» at least 100 
of them against his 80 1 Horror will do nothing for Wolfersdorf^ nor 
are his other 70 now within reach. Putting a bold face on the matter, 
he commands, Stetitor-like, as if It were all a fact : Grenadiers, marek; " 
Dragooii^, to right forwards, JTussars, fwward: Maboh I” — and 
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does tewifically dash forward with the thirty Hussars^ or last y’em of the 
invoice ; leaving the others to follow. The Austrians draw “bridle with 
amazement ; fire-off they* carbines ; take t^ their heels^ and do not stop 
for more. Wolfersdorf captures 68 of them^ for behoof Grossenhayn ; 
and sends the remaining 32 galloping*home. ^ ^Fho bring the above new^s tj 
Durchlaucbt of Zweibruck : 12^000 of them, may it please your Burch- 

laucht ; such the accounts we had ! ” — Fancy poor Schmettau's feelings ! * 
^ On the m^TOw Dresden was roused from its sleep by loud firing and 
battle, audible mi the north side of the ftiver : before daybreak, and 
ail day.” It is W^unsch impetuously busy in the woody countries there. 
Durchlaucht had shot-out Generals and Divisions, Brentano, Welila this 
General and then that, to intJercept Wunsch : these the fiery Wunsch, — 
almost as if they had been combustible material coming to quench jire, — 
repels and dashes back, in a wonderful manner. General after General of 
them. And is lord of the field all day : — but cannot hear the least word 
from Dresden ; which is a surprising circun^tance. 

^ In the afternoon Wunsch summons Maguire in the Neustadt : Will 
answer you in two hours,” said Maguire. Wunsch thereupon is for 
attacking their two Pontoon Eibe-Bridges ; still resolute for Dresden, — 
and orders Wolfersdorf on one of them, th# Uebigau Bridge, who finds 
the enemy lifting it at any rate, and makes them do it faster. But night 
is now sinking ,• from Schmettau not a word or sign. “ Silence over 
there, all day; not a single cannon to or from,” say Wupseh and 
Wolfersdorf to one another. Schmettau must have capitulated*!” 
conclude they, and withdraw in the night-time, still thunderous if 
molested ; bivouack at Grossenhayn, after twenty-four hours of continual 
march and battle, not time even for a snatch of food.^ * 

^Resting at Grossenhayn, express reaches Wunsch fpagn his €om^ 
mandant at Torgau : Kleefeld is come on me^ from Leipzig with 
14,000; I cannot long hold-out, unless relieved.” Wunsch takes the 
road again ; two marches, each of twenty miles. Reaches Torgau late ; 
takes post in the ruins of the North Suburb, finds he must fight Kleefeld. 
Refreshes his men with a keg of wine per Company,” surely a judicious 
step; and sends to Wolfersdozff, who has the rear-guard, hei*e with 
me tomorrow at 10,” Wolfersdorf starts at 4, is here at*10 : and Wunsch, 
having scanned Kleefeld and his Position ’ (a Position strong * you bt§ 
dexterous to mancenwe in it; capable of being ruinous if you are not, — 
part of the Positjpn of a bigger BaU/e of Torgau^ wdiicli is coming), — 

^ flies at Kleefeld ^^and his 14,000 ii?ke a cat-o'-mountain ; takes him on 


^ Tempelhof, iii. 214. 

2 B&richt von der Action des Gemral-Majo 7 ‘s von W^msck, hy Reichmhrg^ 
den $ September 1759; in Seyfarth, Beylagm, ii. 606-608. 
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the left ft mk ; — Kleefeld and such overplus of thousands are ftandiag 
a little to^west-aud-south of Torga% with the £nitfang* (a desolate 
big reedy mere^ or JPkce qf ^ucks^ still offerljig the idle Torgauer a 
melancholy spoj*t there) ^ as a protection to their right ; but with no 
''^olution-talentj or none in compsrfson to Wunsch^s ; — and accordingly 
are cut to pieces by \l^unsch, and blown to the winds, as their fellows; 
4iave all been/ ^ • 

0 

Wunschj absolute Fate^forbidding, could not jave Dresden : 
but he is here lord of the Northern regions again^ — nothing: 
but Leipzig now in the eifemj'^s hand ; — and can await Finckj 
who |s on march with a stronger parfy to begin business here. 
It is reckoned, there are few more brilliant little bits of 
Soldiering than this of Wimsch's. All the more, as his men, 
for most part, were aot| Prussian, but miscellaneous Foreign 
spirits of uncertain fealty ; roving fellows, of a fighting turn, 
attracted by Friedrich'^s fame, and under a Captain who had 
the art of keeping them in tune. Wunsch has been soldier^ 
ing, in a diligent though dim miscellaneous way, these five- 
and-twenty years ; fought in the old Turk Wai^, under 
disastrous Seckendorf, — Wunsch a poor young Wiirtemberg 
ensign, visibly busy there (1737-39), as this same 
Schmettau, in the character of staff-officer, far enough apart 
{ mm Wunsch at that time !- — fought afterwards, in the 
service, in the Dutch, at Boucoux, at Lauffeld, 
again under diswtrous people. Could never, under such, 
find anything but subaltern work all this w^hile ; was glad 
to serve, under the eye of Friedrich, as Colonel of a Free;! 
Corps ; wdiich he has done with much diligence and growing 
distinction : til|^now, at the long last, his chance does come ; 
and he iliows himself as a real General Possibly a high 
career lying ahead ; — a man that may be vely valuable to 
Friedrich, who has now so few such left ? Fate had ^ain 
decided otherwise for Wunsclf; in what w^ will be seen 
before this Campaign ends : an infernal Campaign,’ accord- 
ing to Friedrid!:i, ‘ cetie Cam^agne i^ernokJ" 

^ MqfhncMi mn d 4 r S Si^emkr 1759 , pmjg/aiimm Jaim : 

ia^eyfarth, ii. 609, 610. Tempelbof, ill* 219-222. 
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Em4, whom Friedrich had just detached from' Waldau 
(September 6th) with a new 8 oj 6,000, to command in 
chief m those parts, and, along with Wunsch.put Dresden ^ 
out of risk, as it were, — Finck does at least join Wunsch aS 
we shaU mention in a little. And these Two, with such 
Wolfersdor^ and people under them, did prove capaMe of 
making front^ainst Reichsfolk in "great overplus of number. 
Nor are farther sie^^es of those Northern Garrisons, but re- 
captimes of them, the news one heaira from Saxony henceforth - 
—only that Dresden is fatally gone. Irrecoverably, as’ 
turn^ out, and in that unbearable manner. Here is the 
concliidixig scene : 

Dresden, Saturday September 8th; EccU Sekmettau. ‘A thousand times 
Thurr^P^^ asked himself, “ ^Vhy was I in such 

rhl r iT P jT®® only Maguire having cause !”- 

the Capitulation had been ended in a huddle, without signature: an 
unwise Capitulation ; and it was scandalously ill kept Schmettau was 

preparing ,-but, practically, he has to make three serve him : and to go 

wSf!! “ “2^ PP®'' chicanes do arise, -upol i; 

nour. not even the 800 wagons are ready for us ; «Can^ vour 
bagg^es go in boats, then.>” “No, nor shall !” answers Schmefe^ 
with blazmg eyes, and heart ready to burst ; a Schmettau living all chk 
while as in Purgatory, or worse. Such bullyings from truc-^a^oascf^ 
who IS now inthout muzzle. Capitulation, most i»iperfet iZS J 

^rtyi«ry,-which we ifad haggled foj and 
ended by “hoping for," to Maguire that rainy evening: why were we t 
such a hurry, too, and blind to Maguire’s hurry '-ikS Ar^il It 
according to Durchlaucht of Zweibruck, when he LinaUy fiJitd^S 
tte walls, IS Mcht accordirt (Not granted), avcept the Field nart " 
Kings repmental furnishings, all and sundry, wm-e “ucccX Pd 
without visitatioB,"-but on second thoughts the Austrian Offi P ^ 

ot opinion fl,„. vMM.nf2;?L °tSo, “Jr: 

not some of them ^belonff to Polisli Mai pcsf tr r x.* i. v * -Miay 

i™.*.. «.„e LTSvt 

half of the new uniforms were Inaf fn ’ anaaoo^e 

.ere expressly bargnined for, are brazenly denied 

™ to..,- ery are A.«ria.-s, «.b.taL“.y 

all Saxon^ —upon my honour ! At this rate onlv w ^ i x ^ 

a^d fewer wagons than 800 will be needed ! tliiLs Schmel^ 
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consents « 18 river-boats ; Boats in |»art> tlien ; and let us ifarcli at 
once. Accordingly, 

^ Saturdatf Sik, at 5 in the n|)rmng, Schmetta% witb goods and people, 
"^,^oes at last iile out : across Elbe Bri^e through the Neustadt ; Prussians 
nve deep ; a double rank of Austrians, ranged. on each side, in espalier'" 
they cal! it, — espalier with gaps in it every here and there, to what 
purpose is soon evident The march was so disposed (likewise for a 
purpose) that, all along, ther%were one or two Coinpanifo of Prussian 
Foot ; and then in the interval, carriages, cannon, cav«<lry and hussars. 
Sclimettau's carriage is with the rearguard. Madam Schmettaii's w'ell in 
the v^aii : — in tw'o other cari^ages are two Prussian '^!'‘ar-aud-Domaiii 
Ministers,^ Managers of Saxon Finance,*^ these Two ; — -w’ho will have 
to manage elsewhere than in Dresden henceforth. Zinnow, Borck, they 
sit veritably there, with their multiform Account Papers : of whom I 
know absolutely nothing, — except (if anybody cared) that Zinnow, who 
^^died of apoplexy in June^^following," is probably of pursy red-nosed 
type ; and that Borck, for certain, has a very line face and hgure ; 
delicacy, cheerful dignity, perfect gentiemanhood in short, written on 
every feature of him ; as painted by Pesne, and engraved by Schmidt, 
for my aecideiikil behoof.^ ^Curious to think of that elaborate court-coat 
and dowing periwig, with this specific Borck, ^^old as the Devil" (whom 
I have had much trouble to identify), forming visible part of this 
dkmai Procession : the bright eye of Borck not smiling as usual, but 
clouded, though impassive 1 But that of Borck or Ins Limners is not 
the point. 

^ The Prussians ha\’e been divided into small sections, with a mass of 
' 2 ;- 4 wgage-wagoas and cavalry between every two. And no sooner is the 
mass gSTTS^ovement, than there rises from the Austrian part, and 
©ontinues all the way, loud invitation, Whosoever is a brave Saxon, a 
brave Austrian, Eeichsman, come to us I Gaps in tlse espalier, don't you 
see !" And Schmettau, in the rear, with baggage and cavalry i liter ven- 
ing, — nobody can reach Schmettau. Here is a way of keeping your 
bargain I The Prussian Officers struggle stoutly ; but are bellowed-at, 
struck -at, menaccid by bayonet and bullet, — ^none of them shot, I think, 
but a good several of them cut and wounded ; — ^the Austrian Officers 
themselves in passionate points behaving shamefully, Yes, shoot them 
down, the (were it notliing else) heretic dogs " ; and being throughout 
evidently in a hot shivery frame of mind, forgetful of4:he laws. %Mom 
was such a Procession ; spite, rage &d lawless revenge blazing out n^ore 


^ Anmpnms tj/ uu 37b. 

^ ® Fredmms PVtiAeimus Sunk (Pesm pinxii^ 1732 ; Sckmidi^ smlpiw 
BiSwlinit 1764); an excellent’ Print and Portrait. 
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and mdre* On tlie whoie^ there deserted, through those g-ps of the 
espalier, about half of the whole Garrison. On Madam Schmettau’s 
hammercloth there sat,^in the Schmettar^ livery, a hard-featured man^ 
recognisable by keen eyes as latelj^ a Nailer, of the Nailer Guild here ; 
who had been a spy for Schmettau, and brought many persons intv#' 
trouble : him they tear-down, and trample hither and thithe}*, — at last^ 
Into some Guard-house near by.’ ^ ^ 

Scliniettaufe Protest against all this is vehement, solemnly 
circumstantial : but, except in regard to the trampled Nailer 
(Zweibriick on that point ^heartily sorry for the insult to 
your Excellency'^s livery ; and here the man is, with a 
thousand apologies"), Schmettau got no redress. Nor had 
Friedrich any, now or henceforth. Friedrich did at once, 
more to testify his disgust than "for any benefit, order 
Schmettau : ^ Halt at Wittenberg, not at Magdeburg as 
was pretended to be bargained. Dismiss your Escort of 
Austrians there ; bid them home atg once, and out of your 
sight.’ Schmettau himself he ordered to Berlin, to idle wait- 
ing. Never again employed Schmettau: for sixteen years 
that they lived together, never saw his face more. 

SchmettauV ill-fortune was much pitied, as surely it 
deserved to be, by all men. About Friedrich’s severity tkere 
was, and still occasionally is, controversy held. Into 
we shall not enter for Yes or for No. ^ You are rest 

of them ! ’ writes Friedrich to him ; when 1i.ie moment comes 
for showing firmness, you fail in it.’^ Friedrich expects of 
others what all Soldiers profess, — and what is in fact the soul 
of all nobleness in their trade, — but what only Friedrich 
himself, and a select few, are in the habit of actually per- 
forming. Tried by the standard of common *practice, 
Schmettau is clearly absolvable ; a broken veteran, deserving 
almost tears. ^But that is not the standard which it will be 
safe for a King of men to go by. Friedrich, I should say, 

^ The Schmettau Diarium in Anonymous of Hamburg^ iii. 364-376 (corrected 
chiefly flrom Tempelhof ) ; Protest, and Correspondence in consequence, is in 
Seyfarth, Beylagen, ii. 611-621 5 in Beldm-CeschuUe^ etc., etc. 

2 ^ Waldau, loth September 1759^! in Freuss, ii, Urhmden^ p. 44. 
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woold ordered by his Office, if Nature herself did ndt order 
him, to pitch his ideal very high ; and to be rather 
Rhadamaiithiiie in jadg?^g about it» ^Friedrich was never 
"'‘"N^iccused of Over-generosity to” the onfoitunate among his 
Captains. 

After the War, Schniettau, his jiMmuet still a theme of 
argument, was reduced t^ the Invalid List : 11^6 now sixty- 
seven, but health and heart still very fresh, as he pleaded ; 
complaining that he could not live on his retiring Pension of 
300/. a year, ^Be thankful you have not had your head 
stnick-off* by sentence of Court-Martial,’’ answered Friedrich. 
Schmettau, after some farther troubles from Court quarters, 
retired to Brandenburg, and there lived silent, poor but honour- 
able, for his remaining fifteen years. Madam Schmettau 
came out very beautiful in those bad circumstances : cheery, 
thrifty, full of loyal patience ; a constant sunshine to her poor 
man, whom she had pihceded out of Dresden in the way we 
saw. Schmettau was very quiet, still studious of War 
matters;^ ^seiit the King’’ once, — in 1772, while Polish 
Prussia, and How it could be fortified, were the interesting 
subject, — -^a Jourml,'* wliich he had elaborated for himself, 
* the 3furc!m of* Emi Twe^h in West Freemen * ; which 
Cr*’’*!®**^ w^ll re ived : ^ Apparently the King not angry with me 
fartherPthouglit Schmettau. A a)mpletely retired old 
man ; studious, social, — the best men of the Army still his 
friends and familiars nor, in his own mind, any mutiny 
against his Chief ; this also has its beauty in a Iiiimaii life, 
my friend. So long as Bladam Schmettau lived, it was well; 
after her deatF, not well, dark rather, and growing darker : 

in about three years Schmettau followed (27th October 
1775), whither that good soul had gone. The elder Brother, 
— ^who w^as a distinguished Academician, as* well as Feld- 
marschall and Negotiator,' — ^liad died at Berlin, in ^'oltairels 
time, 1731. Each of those Schmettaus had a Son, in the 

^ See (by his Soii, * Captaia Schmettau * ; a aiodest iatelligerst Book), 
pp 440-47* 
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Pmssiun Army, who wrote Books, or each a short J ook, still 
worth reading*^ But we must return. 

On the very morrow, September 5th, Daun heard of tbc- 
glorious success at Dresden ; had not expected it till about 
the 10th at soonest. From Triebel he sends the nejvs at 
gallop to LM>erose and Soltikof : ^ Hejoice with us, Excellenz: 
did not I predict it ? Silesia and Saxony both are ours ; 
fruits chiefly of your noble succespes. Oh, continue them a 
very little 1 ’ Umph answers Soltikof, not with much 
enthusiasm : ^ Send us meal steadily ; and gain you, Exceilenz’s 
self, some noble success ! ’ Friedrich did not hear of it for 
almost a ^veek later; not till Monday 10th, — as a certain 
small Anecdote would of itself indicate. 

Sunday Evening 9th September, General Finck, with his 
new 6,000, hastening on to join Wunsch for relief of Dresden, 
had got to Grossenhayn ; and was pAting-up his tents, when 
the Outposts brought him in an Austrian Officer, who had 
come with a Trumpeter inquhing for the General. The 
Austrian Officer ^ is in quest of proper lodgings for General 
Schmettau and Garrison ’ (fancy Finck’s sudden stare !) ; — 

^ last night they lodged at Gross-Ddbritz:, tolerably to their 
mind : but the question for the Escort is, Wh ere 
this night, if your Excellency could advise me ? ’ ^ Herr, I 

will advise you to go back to Gross-Dobritz on the instant,’ 
answers Finck grimly ; ^ I shall be obliged to make you and 
your Trumpet prisoners, otherwise I ’ Exit Austrian Officer. 
That same evening, too. Captain Kolias, cairying Schmettau’s 
sad news to the King, calls on Finck in passing ; gives dismal 
details of the^Capitulation and the Austrian w^ay of keeping 
it ; filling Finck’s mind with sorrowful indignation.^ 

Knck, — let* us add here, though in date it belongs a little 
efsewhere, — ^pushes on, not the less, to join Wunsch at Toi'gau ; 

^ Bamria 7 t War of 1778, by the FeldmarschalFs Son ; and this Laben we 
have just been citing, by the Lieutenant-GeneraFs. 

® Tempelhof, iii. 237. 
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Joins Wniseli^ straightway recaptures garrison prisoners 

(September 13th); recaptures all those north-western gsrrisonsj^ 
miiltitndiiioiis Reichsfo^k trying, once/*to fight him, in an 
mazingly load, but otherwise helpless w^-ay qf^EorbUz^ 

they call it); cannonading far and wide all day, and nianoeu- 
\Tingf about, here bitten-in upon, there trying to bite, over 
many leagues of Country'; principally under HBcidick's lead- 
ing;^ who saw good to draw-ofPDresden-ward next day, and 
leave Finck master in those regions* To Baun's sad astonish- 
ment^, — in a moment of crisis, — as shall hear farther on ! 

So that Saxony is not yet conquered to Daim ; Saxony, no, ■ 
nor indeed will be : — but Dresden is. Friedrich never could 
recover Dresden ; thou^ he hoped, and at intervals tried 
hard, for a long ^vhile to come. 


CHAPTER VI 

. PRIHCE HENRI MAKES A MARCH OF FIFTY HOURS; 

THE RUSSIANS CANNOT FIND I.OBGING'IN SILESIA 

The eyes of all had been bent on Dresden latterly ; and 
a great deal of detaching thitherward, 
and of marchings there and thence, as we ha%^e partly seem 
And the end is, Drestlen, and to appearance Saxony along 
with it, is Dann’s, Has not Daun good reason now to be 
proud of the cunctatory method ? Never did his game stand 
better; and all has been gained at other peopIe^s expense. 
Daun h^ not played one trump card ; it is those obliging 
Russians that have played ail the trumps, and reduced the 
Enemy to nothing. Only continue that wise course, — and 
cart meal, with your whole strength, for the Russians ! — "" 

Safe behind the pools of Lieberose, Friedrich between them 

^ M&fieruM vm der am 2% Sepiemhr Mbr&iix (in Meissen Country, soatli 
of Elbe; too is a Village in this wide«spread ‘Action^) mrpfaiknm 

(Seyfarth, it 6 ai 430 ). Tempelhof, iii. 24S* 358. 
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rtf Berlin, lie those dear Russians; extending, Daun and 
th j, like an impassable militaiy dikfe, with spurs of Outposts 
and cunningly devisid Detadunents, far Id wide -from 
Bober or „ta„t (W„ o„ the east, to 
in Elbe Country on the west;-dike of eighty inks lok 
nd in some eastern parts of almost eighty broad f so elaborate 
^ Daun s detailing quality, in cases of mLent. ‘ The En^s 

Henri’s nn rt. Jf ’ Daun; ‘Prince 

n the other; incommunicative they; reduced to 

TiT^Lr'^^V odds* 

shall „rt there, please Heayen, till S™y be S 
tJi .fi • 1 . Detachments and Maguires let 

S™)-. the Kh“ tav 

ny finished, how will either Prince or Kino- attemot to 
J^oeer >t ! yier which, Silesia for us i_a„d 5e «7th» 

rtrX7or^i”\"^,'>“>^ stes of cmting 

Prfedrich is 34 , 000 ; Henri’ ' 
of Austrians tUoo 7 S .■"““l ™lrt«>y dike la, 
120 000 n ’ ’i? Russians and Austrians together 

this Yea ' calculate on succeeding beautifullv 

togethor“ in that Connti^ Austrians wintei-ii ig, 

tb- iST^ltcTt'Z: 77"^ 

despised hygood judXlugh 7“ 

notice it less. Daun is unwearied in bis ^ 

infinite cartings of provision fev b- vigilances, m his 

fatas of Ma^nesf^™^ Stt i Lt . 

Bautsen, Zittan, IHedknd -—and’ do7*7’ ? “* 

KnT^n^ "5 Sdt X" 
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withoiif ‘ its difficulties. Especially with a Prince Henri 
opposite ; who has a Superlative mmcemring talent ..of. his. 
own, and an industry liot inferior to'"*Daun"s in that way. 
Accordingly, ever since Augusi' 11th- 13th, when ^Bann moved 
northward to Triebel, and Henri shot-out detachments parallel 
to Him, ^ to secure the Bober and our right Hank, and try to 
regain communication w'lth the King,^ — still i) 3 dx’e, ever since 
August 2 Sd, xvhen Baun undertook that onerous cartage of 
meal for Soltikof as welf as self, the manmuvring and mutual 
Tending and parrying, between Henri and him, has been 
getting livelier and livelier. Fain ’would Daun secure his 
numerous Roads and Magazines ; assiduously does Henri 
threaten him in thes^ points, and try all means to regain 

S munication with his Brother. Baun has Magazines and 
rests everywhere ; Henri is everywhere diligent to act on 
n. 

Baun in person, ever since Kunersdorf time, has been at 
Triebel ; Henri moved to Sagan after him, but has left a 
lieutenant at Schmottseifen, as Daun has at Mark-Lissa : — 
here are still new planets, and secondary ditto, with revolving 
moons. In short, it is two interpenetrating scdar systems, 
^ gyrating, osculating and colliding, over a space of several 
th ^gga^ quare miles, — ^with an intricacy, with an embroiled 
abstruseness Ptolcmean or more ! Which indeed the soldier 
who w'^ould knoxv his business, — (and not knowing it, is not 
he of all solecisms in this world the most flagrant ?), — ought 
to study, out of Tempelhof and the Books ; but which, except 
in its resultSjriio other reader could endure. The result we 
will make a point of gathering : carefully riddled-down, there 
are withal in the details five or six little passages which have 
some shadow of interest to us ; these let us note, and carefully 
omit the rest : ^ 


Of Fouquei at Landshut ^Foaquet was twice attacked at Landsimti 
tut made a lucky figure both times. Attack first was by Devillej 
attack second by Harscb. Early in July, not long after Friedrich had 
left for Schmdfctselfen, rash BevEle rash creature, and then again a 
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laggard^ swift where he should be slow, and mce mrsa) again made trial 
on Landshut and Fouquet ; but w^as heat^ifull^ dealt with ; taken in. 
rear, in flank, or I for^t how taken, bul sent galloping through the 
Passes again, with a loss of many Pjigsoners, most of his furnitures, and^ 
all his presence of mind : whom Daun thereupon summoned out of those 
parts, Hitherward to Mark-Lissa with your Corps; leave Fouquet 
alone 

^ After whicl>, Fouquet, things being alt:,gether quiet round him, was 
summoned, with*^most part of his /orce, to Schmottseifen ; left General 
Goltz (a man we have met before) to gua^ Landshut ; and was in fair 
hopes of proving helpful to Prince Henri, — when Harsch' (Harsch bj 
himself this time, not Harsch and Deville as usual) ^thought her# was 
his opportunity ; and came with a great apparatus, as if to swallow Land- 
shut whole. So that Fouquet had to hurry-off reinforcements thither ; 
and at length to go himself, leaving Stutterh^m in his stead at Schmott- 
seifen. Goitz, however, with his small handml, stood well to his work. 
And there fell-out sharp fencings at Landshut especially one violent 
attack on our outposts ; the Austrians quite triumphant ; till ^ a couple 
of cannon open on them from the next Hili,’-^till some violent Werner 
or other charge-in upon them with Prussian Hussars ; — a desperate 
tussle, that special one of Werner’s ; not only sabres flashing furiously 
on both sides, but butts of pistols and blows on the face : ^ till, in short, 
Harsch finds he can make nothing of it, and has taken himself away* 
before Fouquet co^ie.' This Goitz, here playing Anti-Harsch, is the 
Goitz who, with Winterfeld, Schmettau and others, was in tii^t 
melancholy Zittau march, of the Prince of Prussia’s, in 1757: it w'ns 
Goitz by whom the King sent his finishing compliment, * Yo u 
all of you, to be tried by Court-Martial, and to lose j^our heads I ’ 
Goitz is mainly concerned with Fouquet and Silesia, late times ; and 
we shall hear of him once again. Fouquet did not return to Schmott- 
seifen ; nor was molested again in Landshut this year, though he soon 
had to detach, for the King’s use, part of his Landshut force, and had 
other Silesian business which fell to him. 

Fortress of Pdts:, The poor Fortress of Peitz was taken again ; — do 
readers remember it, ^on the day of Zorndorf,’ last year.? ^TMs year, 
a fortnight after Kimersdorf, the same old Half-pay Gentleman with his 
Five-and-forty Invalids have again been set adrift, with the honours 
of war,’^ poor old treatures ; lest b^^; possibility they afflict the dear 
Russians and our ni|jal-cai*ts up yonder.^ I will forget who took Peitz : 
perhaps Haddick, of whom we have lately heard so much ? He was captor 

^ Hoflericht von den Unternekmungen des Fouquetschen CorpSj im Julim 
1759 ; in Seyfarth, Beylagen^ il 582-586. 

2 Tempelhof, iii, 238 : 31st August. ^ 8 Ibid, 231 : 27th August. 


134 vLIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED [boot xix. 

^ Ci5tti*a5tlit%ept. *750 

of Berlin in 1757, did tlie Inroad on Berlin that year, — and prodiieed 
^Rosshach shortly after. Pei^, If he did was Haddick's last success 
in the world. Haddiek been most inckistrioiis, guarding the 
Russian flank/’ — standing between A, be King and it, during tlmt Soltikof 
march to Miillrose, to Lieberose; — but that once done, and the King 
settled at Waldaii, Haddiek was ordered to Saxony, iigainst Wunsch 
and iliick and readers know already what he made of these Two in 
the Action at Korbitz, September 21st/’— and shalFnear soon what 
befell Haddiek himself in consequence^/ 

Cokmei Ilordt is eaptiired. ^ It was in that final marching of Soltikof 
|o Lieberose that a distinguished Ex-Swede, Colonel Hordt, of the Free 
Corf's Ilordt^ was taken prisoner. At Trebatsch ; hanging on Soltikof s 
right flank on that occasion. It was not Haddiek, it was a swarm of 
• Cossacks ivho laid, Hordt fast; his horse having gone to the girths in a 
bog.^ Hordt, an Ex-Swed^ of distinction, — a Royalist Exile, on whose 
head the Swedes have set a price (had gone into Brahe’s Plot,” years 
since, Plot on behalf of the poor Swedish King, which cost Brahe his 
life), — Hordt now might have fared ill, had not Friedrich been emphatic. 
Touch a hair of him, |etaliation follows on the instant 1 ” He was 
carried to Petersburg; ^^lay twenty-six months and three days” in ;,:i 
solitary durance there ; and we may liear a word from him again.’ 

Zkthen aimmt captured. ^ Prince Henri, in the last days of August, 
%iarched to Sagan in person ; ® Ziethen along with him ; muitifariotisly 
manoeuvring to regain communication with the l^ing/* Of course, 

W4th no want of coiinter-manceuvring, of vigilant outposts, cunningiy- 
dCwised detachments and assiduous small measures on the part of Dana. 

had determined m a more considerable thing ; that of 
€utting*out Ziethen from the Sss^an neighbourhood. And would have 
done it, they saf}— had not he been too cunetatory, September 2d, 
Ziethen, who is posted in the little Town of Sorau, had very nearly been 
cut-off. In Sorau, westward, Baun-ward, of Sagan a short day’s march ; 
there sat Ziethen, conscious of nothing particular, — with i)aun secretly 
marching on him ; Daun in person, from the west, and two others from 
the north and ’from the south, who are to be simultaneous on Sorau and 
the Zi^feheners. A well-laid scheme; likely to have finished Ziethen 
satisfactorily, who sat there aware of nothing. But it all mis went: 
I)aun, on the road, noticed some trifling phenomenon (Prussian party of 
horse, or the like), which convini^d his cautious mind that all was found 
out; that probably a whole Prussian Army, instecii of a Zietliemonly, 
was waiting at Sorau ; upon which Daun turned home again, sorry that 
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he could not turn the other two as well ^ 

with his baggage. Buf Ziethenf by ^me or b^ b 

hSf?hrouAt/‘^i “stently; and wls thrLgrtbrSrw 

marched on, h^and all L pi-onertfes ^ J ^ ® T“ 

to Daun's oyer-ca‘ution, and to Ziethen’s o^ 

crists^^flLr the 

Hens „.ae 

mto Bohemia, and the soniees of its meal. IH^tih 

“ retrr^ <»™icte eacept by spies p the fat .ft * 

hrtTtt ’^T “”*• September IsK. 

bnt bott ^ of one mind ; both me on one ptobit. • Wli 

IS to be done with that impassable dike .? ’-—atid r.«-- , 2 

sympathetically without communicating. What folld^^^^ 

date a^er the less of Dresden, but ^hile He^rf tfll r”’ 

only of the siege, — that Ja^er of the ISth fi cf J '*1 
news of the loss? ® ^ ^ brought him 

aad „fa of «r.herX£^“rSS“^o‘T*“' 

at Landshut) Stutterheim are nushe/ fie a ™ Fouquet’s absence 
first of aU upon Fried a”d ire ffiLn'^“1,“'f Country; * 

lands inany.. SepteJXh Sutt^^L 

gets the bit of magazine there - and neri Friedland, gets it; 

refused surrender of Zittau • 1 ai i. hastens on to Zittau. Is 

been mostly set 

Boh«ma ; r..t 


“ Tempeihof, iii. 233. 
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haitens after it, and next day catelies it, or the iiyihamt remams of it* 

' ' " A Biiccessfai -Stutterheim* f. Nor ■ is Zietlien idi© m the meaa ' while ;"' 
ZietheE and others; whom "’no Deviile or Ai&trian Party thiaks itself 
strong eiiOTugh to meddle with, Priifhe Henri being so near. 

^ Hera Is a pretty tempest in the heart of our Bohemian meal-ooiiduit ! 
Coiiyime that, and what becomes of Soltikof and me? Daiiii is off from 
Triebel Country to this dangerous scene ; indignantly cashiers Deviile, 
« Why did not you attack these Ziethen people ? Ha/1 ‘not you 10,000, 
Sir Cashiers poor Devill© for not jittacking -cloes not himself attack: 
but carts away the Important^Crdrlitz magazine, to Bautzen, which is the 
still more important one ; sits-down on ,~the lid of tliat (aixmrding to 
wonf); shoots-out O’Donnell (an Irish gentleman, Deville’s successor), 
and takes every pi'ecaution. Prince Henri, in presence of O’Donnell, 
coalesces agidn ; walks into Gdrlitz ; encamps there, on the Landskron 
and other Heights (Moys Hill one of them, poor Winterfeld’s Hill !), — 
and watches a little how matters will turn, and whether Daun, severely 
vigilant from Bautzen, seated on the lid of his magazine, will not perhaps 
rise.* 


First and last, Daun in this business has tried several 
things ; but there was pretty much always, and emphatically ' 
'there now is, only one thing that could be effectual : ■ To • 
attack Prince Henri, and abolish him from tb*>se countries ; — - 
ail surely might have been possible, with twice Ids strength at 
j ^iir disposal ? — ^This, though sometimes he seemed to be ■ '' 
timSfHg''^of such a thing, Daun never would try ; for which ■; 
the subsequent*^ and all good judges, were and are 

inexorably severe on Daun. Certain it is, no rashness could : 
have better spilt DauWs game than did this extreme caution. 


mid Company again ham a Colloquy (Bautzen, 
September 15 th); qfier which Everybody starts on Ms 
special Course of Jction 

Soltikof^ disgust at this new movement of Daiiifs, was 
great and indignant* ^Instead of going at the King, and 
getting some victory for himself, he has gone to Bautzen, and 
sat down on hk meal-bags! Meal? Is it to be a mere 
fighting for meal ? I will march tomorrow for Poland, for 
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fteussen, and find plenty of meal ! ’ ^ And would have eone 

they say, had not Mercury, in the *^shfiT>P ^ t ’ 

with hi«; *1 ^ ot Moutalembert 

^ ipWned; and prevailed with 

Via ’ ^ Ti ^ personal interview with Excellencv 

Daun, urges Montalembert ; « one more ^ ^ ^ 

Soltikof.— ‘ iyas, then, send your messenger i ’ To 1 TT"! 
exnedipot C!r.lt«,^.p j messenger I I o which last 

afS^d ««»f on 

mefSr^Sv" ®l”T’ “ “ ■”’" *“>"> - 

alone. ““t-. 

LiLd.‘ pi 

answers Romanzof ; ^ Excellenpv ^ u t 

Lot Austria fumsl. SWaSi^ f Tf 
speak of; 10,000 fresh Anvili .* ^ 

these terms Excellency Soltikof^U pei^t^r 

SnCTJf - 

« to ttat oatents-t,urX^"cL"rLt 

lone, Sollikof shall see that in eveiy point I ISm ”!!'f ' 

o? ““ditSre”^ •"' 

wbieh it will now behove rto fS wHf f 
attainable. • Bauteen, Satnrdav Isa 

morning,’ that is the date of tho i in the . 

precisely eight-and-forty hours Colloquy. And 

about l1) am in t),. “ouis Wore, ‘on Thursday ISth 

fallen out an Event LZ oTh ^ 

of Mankind ! Of which readen'^^^K i^® History 

, time more convenient * » 

^ Tempelhofyiii, 24 ^- 24 ^, ^ 
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Ronaauzof returning with such answer, Soltikof straightway 
gathers himself, Septenfber 15th-16th,_ and gets on march. 
To Friedrich’s joy ; who hopes it may be homeward ; waits 
two days at Waldaii, for the Yes or No. On the second day, 
alas^ it is No ; * Going for Silesia, I perceive ; thither, by a 
wide sweep northward,^ which they think will be safer ! ’ 
Upon which Friedrich also rises ; follows, with another kind 
of speed than SoItikof\; and/' by one of his swift clutchings, 
lays hold of Sagan, which he, if Soltikof has not, sees .to be ,a 
ke} -point in this operation. Easy for Soltikof to have seized 
this key-point, key of the real road to Glogau ; easy for 
Loudon and the new 10,000 to have rendezvoused there : but 
nobody has thought hi doing it. A few Croats were in the 
place, 'who could make no debate. 

From Sagan Fiiedrich and Henri ax’e at length in free 
communication; Sagin to the Landskroii at Gorlitz is some 
fifty miles of country, now fallen vacant. From Henri, from 
Fouquet (the dangers of Landshut being over), Friedrich is 
* getting what reinforcement they can spare (September 80th- 
84th) ; tvill then push forward again, industMously sticking to 
Che flanks of Soltikof, thrusting out stumbling-blocks, making 
Jk js marc h very uncomfortable. 

sSnge to my, from Sagan, while waiting two days for 
these reinforcements, ’there starts suddenly to view, suddenly 
for Friedrich and us, an incipient Negotiation about Peace ! 
Actual Proposal that way (or as good as actual, so Voltaire 
thinks it), on the part of Choiseiil and France ; but as yet in 
Voltaire’s nsine only, by a sura though a backstairs channel, 
of his" discovering. Of which, and of the much farther corre- 
sponding that did actually follow on it, we purpose to say 
something elsewhere, at a b^etter time. Meanwhile Voltaire’s 
announcement of it to the King has Just f?ome in, through a 
fair and high Hand : how Friedrich receives it, what Fried- 
rich’s inner feeling is, and has been for a fortnight past — ^ 
Here are some ^ private utterances of his, throwing a straggle 
of dighfc on th(m points : ^ 
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Fou 7^ Letters of FrtedrkJCs (10ifii-24th September) 

t 

No. 1. ^ To Frince Ferdinand Poor little Ferdinand, tlie 

King's Brother, fallen into bad health, has retired from the Wars, and 
gone to Berlin ; much an object of anxiety to the King, who diligently 
corresponds with the dear little man, — ^giving earnest medical advices, 
and getting Be*€in news in return. ^ 

‘ Waldau, 10th September 1759. 

^ Since my last Letter, Dresden has caj^tulated, — the very day while 
Wunsch was beating Magui:;^ at The Barns' (north side of Dresden, 
September 5th, day after the capitulation). ^Wunsch went baSk to 
Torgau, which St. Andre, with 14,000 Reich's-people under him, was for 
retaking; him too Wunsch beat, took all his tents, kettles, haversacks 
and utensils, 500 prisoners, six cannon am^some standards. Finck is 
uniting with W^sch ; they will march on the Prince of Zweibriick, and 
retake Dresden^(hopes always, for a year and more, to have Dresden 
back very soon). ^ I trust before long to get all these people gathered 
round Dresden, and our own Country rid of^them : that, I take it, will 
be the end of the Campaign. 

^Many compliments to the Prince of Wurtemberg' (wounded at 
Kunersdorf), ^and to all our wounded Generals : I hope Seidlitss is now 
out of danger : that bleeding fit (Ebullition de sang) will cure him of the 
cramp in his jaw, and of his colics; and as he is in bed, he won't take 
cold. I hope the viper-broth will do you infinite good ; be assiduou»in 
patching your constitution, while there is yet some fine w'eather I 
dread the winter for you ; take a great deal of cai*e against cold — T-fcre 
still a couple of cruel months ahead of me before ending this Campaign. 
Within that time, there will he, God knows whaf upshot.'^ — ^This is 

September 10th": the day of Captain Kollas's arrival with his bad 
Dresden news ; Daun and Soltikof profoundly quiet for three days more. 

No. 2. ^To the Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha* (at Goth^. Yoltaire has 
enclosed his Peace-Proposal to that Serene Lady, always a friend of 
Friedrich's and his ; to whom Friedrich, directly on receipt raakes^ 
answer : 

^ ‘Sagan, 22d September 1759. 

^P^adam, — receive on all occasions proofs of your goodness, to which 
I am as sensible as a chivalrous man can be. Certainly it is not through 
your hands. Madam, that my Correspondence with V/ (with Yoltaire, if 
one durst write it in full) ought to be made to pass ! Nevertheless, in 


VOL. vn. 


^ (Euws FrSdJriej xxvi, 544. 


t 
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present circntnstancesj^ I will pr^nme to beg that you would forward to 
him tbe Answer bare encbisedj^ on wblcb I put no Address. Tba 
difficulty of transmitting l]>tters lias made me choose my Brother^* 
Ferdiiiaml, at Berlin^ ^to have this conveyed to your hand. 

'If I gave bridle to my feelinp, now would he the moment for 
developing them ; hut in these eritkal times I judge it better not ; and 
\flll restrict myself to simple assurances of— F/ 

No. B. ^ To VoiMrey at the Delices* (so her SereiA; Highness will 
address it)* Here is part of the EnMosure to 'V/ Friedrich is all for 
Peace ; but keeps on his guaVd with such an Ambassadorj, and writes in 
a proud, light, only half-believing style : " 

‘Sagan, 22d September 1769. ■ 

'The Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha sends me your Letter, I never 
received your "packet ofC^the 29th'’: communications ail interrupted 
here " with much trouble I get this passed-on to you, if it Is happy 
enough to pass. 

' " i\Iy position is not so desperate as my enemies give out. I expect to 
inlsh my Campaign toleruMy ; my courage is not sunk : — ^it appears, 
however, there is talk of Peace. All I can say of positive on this article 
is, That I have honour for ten ; and that , whatever misfortune befaU me, 
1 feel myself incapable of doing anything to wound, the least in the 
world, this principle, — wduch is so sensitive and delicate for one who 
thinks like a gentleman (pense en preu^ chevalier) ; and so little regarded 
byr rascally politicians, who think like tradesmen. 

^ " I know nothing of what you have been telling me about ** (your back- 
your Due de Choiseul and his humours): "but for 
making Peace there are two conditions which I never will depart from ; 
1 ®. To make it conjointly with my faithful Allies (Hessen and England ; 
I have no other) ; " 2'’. I'o make it honourable and glorious. Observe 
you, I have still honour remaining ; I will preserve that, at the price of 
my blood. 

' " If your people want Peace, let them propose nothing to me which 
contradicts the iielicacy of my sentiments. I am in the convulsions of 
. military 'operations ; I do as the gamblers who are in IlLluck, and 
obstinately set themselves s^ainst Fortune. I have forced her to return 
to me, more than once, like a fickle mistress, when she had run away. 
My opponents are such foolish p&ple, in the end 1[ bid fair to catch 
some advantage over them : but, happen whatsoever his Sacred Majesty 
Chance may please, I don't disturb myself about it Up to this point, I 
have a clear conscience in regard to the misfortunes that have come to 
me. As to you, the^ Battle of Minden, that of Cadi« " (Boseawen mrmm 
'De la (Jliie ; Toulon Fleet running out, and caught by the English, as 
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we saw)j these things perhaps^ ''^and the loss of Canada, are argaments 
capable of restoring reason to the French, frho had got confused by the 
Austrian hellebore. 9 

^ This is my way of thinking. Yo# do not find me made of rose-water : 
but Henri Quatre, Louis Quatorze, — my present enemies even, whom I 
could cite (Maria Theresa, twenty years ago, when your Belleisle set- 
out to cut her in Four), — were of no softer temper either. Had I lieen 
born a private n^n, I would yield everythii^sg for the love of Peace ; but 
one has to take the tone of one's position. This is all I can tell you at 
present. In three or four weeks the wa;^ of correspondence will be 
freer,— 


No. 4. ^ To Prince FerdmaM,* Two days later : has got on foot again, 
— end of his first march upon^oltikof again : 

‘ Bj/unau, 24th September 

^ Thank you for the news you send of the wounded Officers,” Wiirtem- 
berg, Seidlitz and the others. You may well suppose that in the pass 
things are at, I am not without cares, inquietudes, anxieties ; it is the 
frightfulest crisis I have had in my life. This is the moment for dying 
unless one conquer. Daun and my Brother Henri are marching side by 
side” (not exactly!). ^^It is possible enough all these Armies may 
assemble hereabouts, and that a general Battle may decide our fortune 
and the Peace. T^^ke care of your health, dear Brother. — F.'^ 

Baunau is on Silesian ground, as indeed Sagan itself is ; at Baun^u 
Friedrich already, just on arriving, has done a fine move on SoltikOf, 
and surprisingly flung the toll-gate in Soltikof s face. As we shall^>»e 
by and by ; — and likewise that Prince Henri, who emerges tomorrow 
morning (September 25th), has not been ^ marching side by side with 
Daun,' but at a pretty distance from that gentleman ! — 
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we may leave the maBoeuvring ia those waste parts, 
astride of Oder, or oa^the eastern batik of it, till a fitter 
opportimity ; and attend to P’enri, who is now the article in 
■risL-'" 


Zweibruck’s report of himself, on that day of the general 
Colloquy, was not in the %vay of complaint, lile that of the 
Russians, though there. _ did remain dillicnities* * Dresden 
gloriously ours; Maguire Governor there, and everything 
secure ; upon my honour. But in the north- w’est part, those 
Fincks and Wunsches, Escceliem ? ^ — And the actual truth is, 
Wunsch has taken Leip;gig, day before yesterday (September 
13th), m Dautt soiTowhilly knows, by new's come in overnight. 
And six days hence (September Slst), Finck and Wunsch 
together will do their * Jdion of Abrliife,’ and be sending 
Haddick a bad road 3 These things Zweibrikk knows only 
in part ; but past experience gives him ominous presentiment, 
as it may well do; and he thinks deckiediy: ‘Excelleiiz, 
more Austrian troo|B are indispensable there ; in fact, your 
Excelienz’s self, were that possible ; which one feels it is not, 
ip the presence of these Russians ! ^ 

Russians and Reichsfolk, these are a pair of thumbscrews 
^"both thumbs of Daunq screwing the cuiictation out of 
Mm; painfully <^ntimating ; ^Get rid of this Prince Henri; 
you must, you must ! ’ And, in the course of the next eight 
days Daun has actually girt himself to this great enterprise. 
Goaded on, I could guess, by the xiction of Korbitz ’ (done 
on Friday, thirty hours ago) ; the news of which, and that 
Haddick, instead of extinguishing Finck, is retreating from 
him upon Dresden, — ^what a piece of news ! tliinks Daun : 
^You, Zweibriick, Haddick, Af^gnire and Company, you are 
36,000 in Saxony; Pmck'^has not 12,000 in the field: 
How is this?^ — and indignantly dismisses Haddick altogether: 
*6o, Sir, and attend to your health!"^ News poignantly 
^ astonishing to Daun, as would seem ; — like an oxgoad in the 
^ ^ Tempeltiof, EL 2SS-261. 
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lazy rear of Daiin. Certain it is, Daun had marclied out to 
Gorlitz in collected form ; and, ftn Saturday afternoon, 
September is pejsonally on the Heights (not Moys Hill, 
I should judge, but other poJhts of vision), taking earnest 
survey of Prince Henri’s position on the Landskron there. 
‘ Tomorrow morning we attack that Camp,’ thinks Daun ; 
‘ storm PrincA,Henri and it : be rid ->f him, at any price ! 

‘ Tomorrow morning,’ yes :---but this afternoon, and earlier. 
Prince Henri has .formed a great ^resolution, his plans all 
laid, everything in readiiisess ; and it is not here you will .find 
Prince Henri tomorrow. This is his famous March of Fifty 
Hours, this that we are now come to ; which deserves all our 
attention, — and all Daun’s much mo*e ! Prince Plenri was 
habitually a man cautious in War; not aggressive, like his 
Brother, but defensive, frugal of risks, and averee to the lion- 
spnngs usual with some people; though capable of them, too, 
in the hour of need. Military men are full of wonder at the 
bold scheme he now fell upon^md at his style of executino- 
it. Hardly was Daun gone hoi^ to his meditations on the 
Jorm of the J.ands!ji 5 )n tomorrow, and tattoo beaten in 
Pnnce Henn’s Camp there, when, at 8 that Saturday eveninjr, 
issuing softly, with a minimum of noise, in the proper marcC- 
mg columns, baggage-columns, Henri altogether quitted this 
Camp ; and vanished like a dream. Into the Night ; men 
and goods, every item ; — who shall say whitherward Leavino- 
only a few light people to keep-up the watchfires and sentiwt 
cries, for behoof of Daun ! Let readers here, who are in the 
secret, watch him a little from afar. 

Straight northward goes Prince Henri, down *Neiss§, Valley 
20 miles or so, to Rothenburg;* in columns several-fold’* 
with much delicate airanging, which was punctually followed • 

. and i« the course of tomorrow? Prince Henri is bivouacked,’ 
for a short rest of three hours,— hidden in unknown space, 

iw ^S 3 - 2 S 6 (for the March now ensuing), iii. 228-214 241-247 

« (for Henn’s anterior movements) ' 241-247 
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20 miles from Daim, when Daun comes matchiBg up to storm > 
him on the Laiiclskron^^^’ Gone ¥eritab!y ; but whitherward 
Daun cannot form the least ' guess. Duim can only keep his 
men under amis there, ''ail day; while Ms scouts gallop far 
and wide, — "briiigiBg-in this false guess and the other; and 
at fcngtli returning with the eminently false one, misled by 
some of Henri’^s baggag'^-coiumns, which hav 0 ;."'to go many 
routes, That the Prince is on^ march for Glogau ^ Gone 
north-east ; that way wi.nt his wagons ; .these we saw with 
our ^ eyes*' * North-east? Yes, to ^Slogau possibly enough,’ 
thinks Daun : Or may not he, cunning as he is and full of 
feints, intend a stroke on Bautmi, in my absence.^’ — ^and 
hastens thither againl^, and sils-down on the magazine-lid, 
glad to find nothing wrong there. 

This is all that Daun hears of Henri for the next four 
days. Plenty of bad ^news from Saxony in these four days : 
the Finck-Haddick Action of Korbitz, a dismal certainty 
before one started, — and Haddick on his road to some 
Watering Place by this time! But no trace of Henri 
farther ; since that of the wagons winding nor|h-east. * Gone 
to Glogau, to his Brother : no use in pushing Mm, or trying 
tor molest him there I ’ thinks Daun ; and waits, in stagnant 


^To northward of Bantzen forty miles, and to westward forty miles, the 
country is all Daun*s; only towards Ologau, with the Russians and 
Friedrich there^outs, does it become disputable, or offer Prince Henri 
any chan'^e. Nevertheless it is not to Glogau, it is far the reverse, that 
the nimble Henri has gone. Easting himself at Rothenburg three 
hours** (speed is of all things the vitalest). Prince Henri starts again, 
Sunday afternoon, straight westwafi this time. Marches, with his best 
swiftness, with his best arrangements, tii rough msnf sleeping VlU^es, 
to Bllilten, not a wakeful on© : a march of 18 miles from Rothenburg ; 
-*-“#rect for the Saxon side of things, instead of the Silesian, as Daun 
had made sure. 

^At Elitten, Mndaf morning^ hivouack again, for a few hours,— 
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has no Campj only waits three hours,” is Archenholtz’s phrase : but I 
suppose the meaning is. Waits till the sever^ Columns, by their calculated 
routes, have all got together ; and till the latest in arriving has had 
^Hhree hours” of rest^the earliest having perhaps gone on march 
again, in the interim ? There are miles farther, still straight west, 
to Hoyerswerda, where the outmost Austrian Division is : Forward 

towards that; let us astonish General Wehla and his 3,000, ar:|,d our 
March is over f ” All this too Prince Henri manages ; never anything 
more consumn^e, more astonishing to Wehla and his Master. 

^ Wehla and Brentano, readers^ perhaps remember them busy, from 
the Firna side, at tl:|e late Siege of Dri^den. Siege gloriously done, 
W ehla was ordered to Hoyerswerda, on the north-west frontier ; Brentano 
to a different point in that neighbourhood ; where Brentano escaped 
ruin, and shall not be mentioned ; but Wehla suddenly found it, and 
will require a word, Wehla, of all people on the War-theatre, had been 
the least expecting disturbance. He is on -he remotest western flank ; 
to westward of him nothing but Torgau and the Finck-Wunsch people, 
from whom is small likelihood of danger ; from the eastern what danger 
can there be ? A Letter of Daun’s, some days ago, had expressly informed 
him that, to all appearance, there was none* ® 

^ And now suddenly, on the Tuesday morning. What is this ? Prussians 
reported to be visible in the Woods ! Impossible 1 ” answered Wehla ; 
— did get ready, however, what he could ; Croat Regiments, pieces of 
Artillery behind the Elster River and on good points ; labouring more 
and more diligeifdy, as the news proved true. But all his efforts were 
to no purpose. General Lentulus with his Prussians (the mute Sjriss 
Lentulus, whom we sometimes meet), who has the Vanguard this 3ay, 
comes streaming out of the woods across the obstacles; cannoi>edes 
Wehla both in front and rear ; entirely swallows Wehla and Corps : 600 
killed ; the General himself, with 28 Field-Officers, ^nd of subalterns and 
privates 1,785, falling prisoners to us ; and the remainder scattered on 
the winds, galloping each his own road towards covert and a new form of 
life. Wehla is eaten, in this manner, Tuesday September 25th meta- 
phorically speaking, the March of Fifty Hours ends in a comfortable 
^«?ofold meal (military-cannibal, as well as of common* culinary meat), 
and in well-deserved rest/ ^ 

The turning-point of the Campaign is reckoned to be this 
Marcli of Henri’s ; one of the’ most extraordinai^ on record. 
Pnnce Henri had a very fast march iriio these Silesian- 
Lausitz Countries, early in’ July/ and another very fast, from 

* Tempelhof, iii. 255 , 256 ; Seyferth, ; eta 

® Seyfarth, ii. 545 , * ^ 
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Bautzen, to intersect with Schmottseifen, in the end^/*July* 
but these w-ere as nofiing compared with the present. 
Tempelhof, the excellent solid man,— buh who puts all things, 
big and little, on the same ievel of detail, and has un- 
paralleled methods of arranging (what he reckons to be 
‘arranging’), and no vestige of index, — is distressingly obscure 
on this grand Incident ; d)ut at length, on coiijpulsion, does 
jield deal’ account.^ In Archenholtz it is not dated at all ; 
who merely says as follows : ‘Most extraordinary march ever 
niade; went through SO miles of « Country wholly in the 
Enemy’s })ossession ; lasted 56 hours, in winch long period 
there was no Camp pitched, and only twice a rest of three 
hours allowed the troofis. During the other 50 hours the 
march, day and night, continually pi’oceeded. Ended {no 
date) in surprise of General Wehla at Hoyersw'eida, cutting-up 
600 of his soldiers, am^ taking 1,800 prisonere. Kalkreuth, 
since so famous,’ in the Anti-Napoieon Wars, ‘was the 
Princess Adjutant.’* ® 

^ This is probably Prince Henri’s cleverest feat, — though he 
did a great many of clever; and his Brothe/ used to say, 
glancing towards him, ‘There is but one of '"us that never 
cominittetl a^ mistake.’ A highly ingenious dextrous little 
man in affairs of War, sharp as needles, vehement but 
cautious ; though of abstruse temper, thin-skinned, capricious, 
and giving his Brother a great deal of trouble with his 
jealousies and shrewish whims. By this last consummate 
little operation he has astonished Daun as much as anybody 
ever did ; shorn his elaliorate tissue of cunctations into ruin 
and collapse at one stroke ^ and in effect, as turns out, 
•wrecked his campaign for this Year. 

Daun finds there is now no hope of Saxony, unless he 
himself at once proceed thither. At once ' thither ;-*'-and 
leave Giogau and the Russians to their luck,— which in stifch ' 
case, what is it like to be? Probably, to Daun’a own view, 
ominous enough; but he has no alternative. To this pass 
* Ttnipdhof. iii. 3S3-as8. s Arcfaenhollz, i. 426. 
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has the Majch of Fifty Hours brought 


ua. tue iviaxcu or jH'my Hours brought us. There is such a 
mug as being too cunctatory, is nof there, your Excellency.? 


Hvery mortal, and m»re especially every Feldmarschall, ought 
to strike the iron while it is* hot. The remainder of this 


Campaign, we will hope, can be made 
summary manner. 


intelligible in a more 


Friedrkh manages (September g4t|i Oct 

the Russians sent Home; and Himseh 
Gout 

Friedrich’s manoeuvres against Soltikof,- 
prepared to hear that Soltikof was renderei 
and none but military readers could tak 
details. Two beautiful short-cuts he mad 
pulled him up both times in mid career, as 
bit. The first time was at Zobelwitz : 
Riedrich cut across from Sagan, which is 
the Russian march ; posted himself on the I 
Witz, of Baunau, Fried 

Letter this night, /MeS ^fifl^hems 
a place he may/^iember/^Siram-dyuo' 
Silesian War :^^t th^ssia£ if tlSy" 
Pass of Neustato foi^ate iq 

upon this grouk Jluartermfer-^eneri 
Custrm acquainta^e, i\foiM mWing-oiA 
view to that PaW^f 

nnd the Prussian Ari^ emerge on Mu/tha 
vanishes, with his Hu^ar^ssack rqj^es. ‘ « 

% was'Srlhe last moie 

of Fifty Hours. ^ This severe twitch flung S, 
from ^ ogau,— was like to fling him home 
t not been for Montalembert’s eloquence •- 
across the Oder. Where, a^^ain 4 -„ L 
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was circling on with aii eye to Breslau, when Friedrich, by 
the diameter, suddenly 'laid, bridges, crossed at, Koben,, and 
again brought Solti kof to halt, as by turiipike suddenly shut: 
* Must pay first ; must beat us first ! ’ 

These things had raised Friedriclfs spirits not a little. 
Getting on the Heights of Zdbel’f itz, he was heard to exclaim, 
^This is a lucky day; ^orth more to me thauili battle with 
victory.'* ^ Astonishing how he^ blazeihout again, quite into 
his old pride and effulgence, after this, says Iletzow. Had 
beer so meek, so humbled, and even condescended to ask 
advice or opinion from some about him. Especially « from 
two Captains,** says the Opposition lletzow, whose heads were 
nearly turned by this shnburst from on high. Captain Mar- 
quart and another, — believe, he did employ them about 
Routes and marking of Camps, which Retzow calls consult- 
ing : a Eng fallen tragically scarce of persons to consult ; 
all Ms Winterfelds, Schwerins, Keiths, and Council of Peers 
now vanished, and nothing but some intelligent- looking 
Captain Marquart, or the like, to consult : — of which Retzow, 
in his splenetic Opposition humour, does notf^ee the tragedy, 
rather the comedy ; how the poor Captains found their 
favour to be temporary, conditional, and had to collapse 
a^in* One of them wrote an on the 

MiBiakre^ over which Retzow pretends to weep. This was 
FriedricMs marginal Note upon the ms., when submitted to 
his gracious perusal : ^ You {Er) will do better to acquire 
the Aii of marking Camps than to write upon the Military 
Stroke of Beautifully written too, says Retzow ; but 

what, in the eyes of this King, is beautiful writing, to know- 
ing your business well.^ No friend he to wTiting, unless 
you have got something rmlly special, and urgent to be 
written. ^ " 

Friedrich crossed the Oder twice. Took Soltikof on 6otK 
sides of the Oder, cut him out of this fond expectation, 
then of that ; led him, we perceive, a bad life. Latterly the 
^ Eetow, ii. 163, 
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scene was on the right bank ; Sophi^ithal, Koben, Herrnstadt 
and other poor places, — on that big eastern elbow, where 
Oder takes his final** bend, or farewell of Poland. Ground, 
naturally, of some interest to Friedrich : ground to us un- 
known ; but known to Friedrich as the ground where 
Karl XII. gave Schulenburg |iis beating,^ which produced! the 
^ beautiful r^reat ’ of Schulenburg."''^ The old Feldmarschall 
Schulenburg whom we used to hear pf once, — ^whose Nephew, 
a pipeclayed little gentleman, was well known to Friedrich 
and us. 

For the rest, I do not think he feels this outmanoeuvring 
of the Russians very hard work. Already, from Zobeiwitz 
Country, S5th September, day of Ixenri at Hoyerswerda, 
Friedrich had written to Fouquet : ^With ^1,000 your 
beaten and maltreated Servant has hindered an Army of 
50,000 from attacking him, and compelled them to retire on 
Neusatz ! ’ Evidently much risen in hope ; and Henri’s fine 
news not yet come to hand. By degrees, Soltikof, rendered 
futile, got very angry ; especially when Daun had to go fo 3 ? 
Saxony. Me^I was becoming impossible, at any rate,’ 
whimpers Daun : ^ Oh Excellency, do but consider, with the 
nobleness natural to you ! Our Court will cheerfully furnish 
money, instead of meal.’ — ^ Money ? My people cannot eat 
money ! ’ growled Soltikof, getting more €|nd more angry ; 
threatening daily to march for Posen and his own meal-stores. 
What a time of it has Montalembert, has the melancholy 
Loudon, with temper so hot i 

At Sophienthal, October 10th, Fifledrich fall^i^II of gout; 
— ^absolutely lamed; for three weeks cannot stir fe-om his 
room. Happily the outer problem is becoming easier and 
easier; almost bringing its owp solution. At Sophienthal 
the lame Friedrich takes to writing about Charles XII. and 
%is Military Character^ — not a very illuminative Piece, on the 

^ «Near Guhrau" (while chasing August the Strong and him out of Poland), 

* I2th October 1704 ’ ; vague account of it, dateless, and good as placeless, in - 
Voltaire (Charles Douze^ liv, iii,), CEi^vres^ xxx. 142-5, 
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first perusal, but I intend to read it agaiu ; ^ — which at least 
helps him to pass the time, Soltikof, more and more 
straitened, meal itself running Jow, gets" angrier and angrie, 
His treatment of the Country, Montalembert rather encourag- 
ing, is described as * horrible.’* One day he takes the whim, 
whim or little more, of seiring ^errnstaclt ; a small Town, 
between the Two Armies, where the Prussian$(''"liave a Free- 
Battalion. The Prussia^ Battalion resists ; drives Soltikofs 
people back. ^ Kever mind,’’ think they : * a place of no 
impertance to ns ; and Excellency Soltikof has ridden else- 
whither,'’ By ill-luck, in the afternoon, Excellency Soltikof 
happened to mention the place again. Hearing that the 
Prussians still have it, Soltikof mounts into a rage ; summons 
the place, wdth answer still No; thereupon orders instant 
bombardment of it, fiery storms of grenadoes for it; and i 
has the satisfaction of*^ utterly burning poor Hermstadt; the 
Prussian F'ree-Cor|3s still continuing obstinate. It was 
Soitikofs last act in those parts, and betokens a sulphurous . 
state of humour. 

Next morning (October 24th), he took the»road for Posen, 
ami marched bodily home.^ Home verily, in spite of 
Montalembert and all men. * And for me, what ordera has 
Excellency?’ Loudon had anxiously inquired, on the eve of 
that event. * Nipne whatever ! ’ answered Excellency : * Do 
your own pleasure; go whithersoever seems good to you.’ 
And Loudon had to take a wide sweep round, by Kalish, 
through the western parts of Poland ; and get home to the 
Troppau-Tegpiien Country as he best could. 

By Kalish, by Cssenstochow, Cracow?, poor Loudon h^ to 
go: a dismal march of 300 miles or more, — waited-on 
latterly by Fouquet, with Werner, Goltz and othei’s, on the 
Silesian Border; -whom Friedrich had orderecf thither for such 
end. Whom Loudon skilfiilly avoided to light ; having^ 

^ ks iukm miiUains ti smr k rarmfim de Ckarks XM 

^ (CEuffres A Vii, 69-SS). 

® Tempeihof, iii. 299, 291*300 {g[eaeral fcmmt, abundantly minute). 
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already, by desertion and by haixisWps, lost half his men on 

htf 90 nnn ^ ^^ith 

j gone to 10,00(^; and to make bargain with 

”“ther of ns to 

meddle with the other, unless after a fortnight’s wgmino’ 

Ta littfC r this, the King, carried 

on a, httei by his soldiei-s. had quitted Sophienthal • and 

~g the Hiver by Kdben, got ]o Glogan? The greS; 

^ h! had immiiately 

sent on for Saxony; he himself intending to wait recov&y il 

“ such a course that 
ing can be patient at Glogau till he get well. Everv- 

wetT “ Saxony since that March on Hoyer^- 

J^ted in rV Wunsches, beautifolly 

lerDln Sth^r? dislodging of him, 

let Uaun, with his big mass of forces, try as he may Daun 

& hilda last of all : Henri successively in two ; in Strehla for 

rr*? “ '^'”8“'' <■» «»>«* tfaee wtZiS 

fully intrenched,^— where traces of him will tom + 

yortund,) D.„a, ^ 

kbourmg on this side and on that ; on erery side £ SJ 
Henri is as sharp as needles; nothing to be inade of Wm t 
^e cunning movements and contrivances of Daun. Very fine 

.d4ta»be.g oL) we^t 

^ Tempelhof, HI 328-331. « T>..rr 

® Tempeihof, iii. 2*76 /xj •• « * -^odenbeck, i 396. 

toTorgau: Octoba, DaL Camnl^n 4th.i7th; thence 

which was his last in those parts).^ • ^ ^ ^ ^ Schilda, ' * 
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remember : ^ Action of ]|retsch ’ they call it ; defeat, almost 
capture of poor D’Ahremberg; who had been sent to dis- 
lodge the Prince, by threat^ing his* supplies, and had 
wheeled, accordingly, eastward, wide away ; but, to his 
astomshment, found, after a march or two, Three select 
Prussian Corps emerging ^on himlby front, by rear, by flank, 
with Horse-artillery (quasi-miragulous) bursting^out on hill- 
tops, too, — and, in shorty nothing for it but to retreat, or 
indeed to run, in a considerably ruinous style : poor D^Ahrem- 
berg®!^ On the whole, Daun is reduced to a panting con- 
dition ; and knows not what to do. His plans were 
intrinsically bad, says Tempelhof ; without beating Henri 
in battle, which he cannot bring himself to attempt, he, in 
all probability, will, were it only for difficulties of the com- 
missariat kind, have to fail-back Dresden- ward, and altogether, 
take himself away. ^ 

After this sad slap at Pretsch, Daun paused for considera- 
tion ; took to palisading himself to an extraordinary degree, 
slashing the Schilda Forests almost into ruin for this end ; and 
otherwise sat absolutely quiet. Little to be* done but take 
of oneself. Daun knows withal of Hiilsen’s impending 
advent with the Silesian 18,000 ; — November 2d, Hiilsen is 
actually at Muskau, and his 18,000 magnified by rumour to 
20,000. HeariMg of which, Daun tak;es the road (November 
4tb) ; quits his gloriously palisaded Camp of Schilda ; feels 
that retreat on Dresden, or even home to Bohemia altogether, 
is the one course left. 

^ And*liow, the important Bautzen Colloquy of Saturday 
September 15th having here brought its three or’more Courses 
of Activity to a pause, — ■will glance ^ the far more 
important Thursday im, other side the Ocq^n : 

Ahom Quebee, Night of September VUh-lZih, In profound sOence, on the 

1 Seyfarth W, ii. 634-637), ^Hoflericktmn d»- am 29 October I7sq 
• '-bey Mmro ' (chiefly bey Pretsch) < vorgefalhnen Action ’ : ib. ii. (43 « 

^ T€mp|Iho| iii, 2S7-2S9. * 




SriNSSP ® OF FIFTY HOUES 143 

fn*! a notable adventure is soms on 

Wolfe, from two points well above Quebec a la«t LZ 

srs ‘s 

i xvJ 

T?r «“>“ H!- »«i« ' " 

one Srett 3>ushed quiet into 

grim difFs and fhe’eteisZ A 

heard to recite some passages of Gray’s“'^T^IaS 
parte; of which, says an efr-witnesrh 

enthusiastic degree: 'Ah these are tea 2 “tT to an 

not they? A man might ttank Heaven had h^sucratift 

w might for succeeding here. Gentlemen ri^lZ ^ “® 

day 13th September 1759), Wolfe, with his SWO 
scrambled-up by some woody Neck in the he- i * ^ 

precipitous; haLailed one ctnL 7" T 

up another ; and by 10 of the clock stands ronl*^ / seamen busy bringing 

Friedrich way, though on a small s^>•11e^• ,j ^ somewhat in the 

but refusing to be SrSady pointe for Montcalm, 

way of keeping hZ^ZiZhZn fT V 

neiectmg^fnrof S alaStes “P' sMtol, 

shooters, preliminary Indians i^the biT“ hW 

'Steady!’ orders Wolfe - 'fm™ ™ ousnes, with a provoking fire: 

thirty yards.’ And Montcalm, voUedL tiU they are within 
response, more than from Druidic stoLs^ tiutt “® 

become vocal,— and continue so at a dreadful r 3 te^Md**^ir^ 
seventeen minutes, have blown Montenl^’c , ’ 

Montcalm himself, and their second in commS“i 
rum and destruction. In about seven mirmtec 1 . 

^Engiish falling-on with the bayonet Hio-Til agony was done ; 

fierce pui^suit, rout total and Quebec aL c%more’; 

Ihe thing is yet well known f n ^ , i? good as finislied. 

himself died in i| his beautiful deat™^^ “glishman ; 2 and how Wolfe ' 


^ i-'rofessor Robison, then a Naval iunior in 7”^ 

warik a „-elI.known Professor of Natural’philosophva^ Fd-T'^^ 
heard, by persons whom I have heard avain Edinburgh, was ofter 

Playfair, Biographical Account of Professor Robison -A-uecdote. See 

Society of Edinburgh, vii. 495 et seq ^ Tramactions of Royal 
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remember : ^ Action of ]|retsch ’ they call it ; defeat^ almost 
capture of poor D’Ahremberg; who had been sent to dis- 
lodge the Prince, by threat^ing his supplies, and had 
wheeled, accordingly, eastward, wide away ; but, to his 
astonishment, found, after a march or two, Three select 
Prussian Corps emerging him.^by front, by rear, by flank, 
with Horse-artillery (quasi-miraplous) burstin^out on hill- 
tops, too, — and, in shor^ nothing for it but to retreat, or 
indeed to run, in a considerably ruinous style : poor D'^Ahrem- 
berg®! ^ On the whole, Daun is reduced to a panting con- 
dition; and knows not what to do. His plans were 
intrinsically bad, says Tempelhof ; without beating Henri 
in battle, which he cannot bring himself to attempt, he, in 
all probability, will, were it only for difficulties of the com- 
missariat kind, have to fail-back Dresden- ward, and altogether, 
take himself away.^ 

After this sad slap at Pretsch, Daun paused for considera- 
tion ; took to palisading himself to an extraordinary degree, 
dashing the Schilda Forests almost into ruin for this end ; and 
otherwise sat absolutely quiet. Little to be* done but take 
c^e of oneself. Daun knows withal of Hiilsen’s impending 
advent with the Silesian IS, 000; — ^November £d, Hulsen is 
actually at Muskau, and his IS, 000 magnified by rumour to 
a0,000. Hearing of which, Daun takps the road (aNovember 
4th) ; quits his gloriously palisaded Camp of Schilda ; feels 
that retreat on Dresden, or even home to Bohemia altogether, 
is the one course left. 

^ And*how, the important Bautzen Colloquy of Saturday 
September 15 th having here brought its three or ’more Courses 
of Activity to a pause , — ■to -will glance at the far more 
important Thursday 13/A, other side the Ocq^n : 

Above Quebec, Night ofSepUmher mh-lSt h, In profound silence, on the 

^ Seyferth {Beylagen,n. 634-637), ' Hojbericht von der am 29 Octohr I’je.a 
'■’iey Mouro' {ch.ieS.y bey Pretsch) ‘vorgefalknen Action' i ib.ii. U3 ». 

® Temp^lho^ iii. 287 - 289 . * 






■liBl 


"”• •‘•7' A i. ',?'? r ««« a « 

rr£-'£;«^.j2vSv£ £■ 

Jnetaoh w.,, •‘•»'>* naked (rJoT ’>■“«*»* 

** ne doivent pas eire • Made hi- 

IJ’^enteerSauS^ wfy® 

Montcalm himself, and MontcaJm’s reo-ut ® ®l>ace of 

;r «•• ^.d -■« «.«nS'3 r ““ i'ii®* 

English &lling.on with til l moZT into 

fierce pursnit bayonet. Rr{„T,i._ , ® agoar wa^i a — 


-'^S-usa &lWon wit^r “>mutes a,n,l *r iat 

■'. <4 dtr' 


— — ■ iiow Vybjf 

^ Professor KobiqmrTT ~~ — ^ 

w^»k.e. •,!:r“’“''^ 
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Traiy a bit of right soWierhood, this Wolfe. Manages his small 
resources in a consummate manner; invents^ contrives^ attempts and 
re-attempts^ irrepressible by difficulty or dise^uragement. How could 
a Friedrich himself have managed Chis Quebec in a more artistic way? 
The small Battle itself, 5,000 to a side, and such odds of Savagery and 
Canadians, reminds you of one of Fried^'ich*s : wise arrangements ; exact 
foresight, preparation corresj|)ondmg;fcaution with audacity; infiexihie 
discipline, silent till its time c^e, ana then blazing-outiJas we see. Tlie 
prettiest soldiering I have heard of ai^ong the English for several genera- 
tions. Amherst, Commander^-chief, is diligently noosing, and tying-up, 
the French military settlements, Niagara, Ticonderago ; Canada all 
rouifd : but this is the lieart or windpipe of it ; keep this firm, and, m 
the circumstances, Canada is yours. 


Colonel Beatson, in his recent Pamphlet, The Plains of Abrnkam , — 
which, especially on the military side, is distressingly ignorant and 
shallow, though not intentionally incorrect anywhere,— gives Extracts 
from a Letter of Montcalm's (^Quebec, 24th August 1759'), which is 
highly worth reading, had we room. It predicts to a hairsbreadth, not 
only the way ^ M. Wolfe, if he understands his trade, will take to beat 
and ruin me if we meet in fight ' ; but also,— with a sagacity singular to 
look at, in the years l775-7j, and perhaps still more in the years 1800-S, 
—what will be the consequences to those unruly English, Colonial and 
other. he beat me here, France has lost AmeMca utterly,' thinks 
I^ntcalm: ^ Yes;— and one's only consolation is. In ten years farther, 
America will be in revolt against England I ' Montcalm's style of writing 
is not exemplary ; but his power of faithful observation, his sagacity, and 
talent of prophecy are so considerable, we are tempted to give tbe 
ipmsima verba of Us long Letter in regard to those two points,— tlie 
rather as it seems to have fallen much out of sight in our day : 


Montcalm to a Cotmn in France 

^ ‘ Camp before Quebec, mh August 1759. 

^Monsieur et eher Commw,— H ere I am, for more than three months 
past, at handgrips with M. Wolfe ; who ceases not dajf or night to bom- 

otherwise rather careful Pamphlet, Plains of AhrakaM, written quite lately, 

which we are soon to cite farther); and they would well d^feerve describing © 
S^farth-Beylagen, or even in the way, —could an English Officer, on 

the spot as this Colonel was, be found to do it I— Details are in Beatson (quite 
another * Beatson'), Naval and Military Bistory, ii. 300-308; in Gmtkman^s 
Magazine for 1759, the Despatches and particulars; see also Walpole, Gmrm « 
tm Second^ m* 217-222. ^ *0 
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wit n ^ ?tnexamp!ed in the Sie^e of a 

SSs uT’but r"' by attacking from the Eiver or south shore; only 
rums ns, but does not enncb bim^lf. Not an incli nearer bis 

SLrif tt p , then, and the pre- 

‘ tit you thii^k, must be as good as safe ?’’ ' Alas 

• “r deituri^ !S 

o^ oette VMe sans fortiflcatiom et sans defense, est situse. Le voul en 
statdemepresenterla Me; ,ue Je ne pour^ais plus refnseVeulel 
m devraupasgagner. M. Wolfe, en effet, s’il entend son mZr JZil 
ess^er h prenuer feu, venir ensuite d grands pas sur non armee faire 

duZaZJei 

hattu sans ressource.’ (Tliis is a curiously exact Prediction!) “Twout 

ucCSanv ALss. I' 

f-'-ZatA^^mUdlwZn’ encore plus les Anglais dAmmqttd^rl 

■ m§^mm 

VOL. VII. ^ ^ ^ desjmtimem repubhcaim de ieurs peres 

• K« 
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Pautres sent des hotnmes ennfmk de tout freinf de tout assujeimement^ qm 
le gouvernement y a transports pour leurs crimes, J/autres, enjin^ sont un 
ramas de differ entes nations de t Europe^ qui tiemnent trS-^peu d fancienne 
Angleterrepar le muret le sentiment^ tous^ en gen^raly ne ce soucient gueres 
du Roi ni du Parlement d'Angleterre, 

^Je ks connais Men^ — non sur des Rapports Grangers, mats sur des 
correspondances et des informations se^etes^ que fai moi-meme menagees ; 
et dont, un jour, si Dieu me pfSe me, je pourraifaire usafe d tavatitage de 
ma Fatrie, Pour su 7 'crott de bonheurpour euos, tons ces Colons sont par-- 
venues, dans un etut tres-flotfissant ; Us sont nomhreu^ et nches: — tZs 
recueillent dans le sein de leur patrie toutes les necessites de la vie, 
Paniienne Anglete 7 *re a ete assez sotte, et assez dupe, pour leur laisser 
itablir chez eux les a 7 'ts, les metiers, les manufactures : — dest d dire, qu^elle 
leur a laiss^ hriser la ehatne de besoins qui les Halt, qui les attachait d elle, 
et qui ks fait dependants, Aussi toutes ces Colonies Anglaises auraient-dles 
depuis longtemps second le joug, chaque province aurait formi urn petUe 
ripuhlique independante, si la crainie de voir les Frangais d kur ports 
n'avait M un frein qui les avait retenu, Maitres pour mattres, ils ont 
prefere leurs compatriotes aux strangers; prenant cependant pourmaxime 
de n^obeir que le moins quails pourraient, Mais que le Canada vint d Stre 
conquis, et que les Canadiens et ces Colons ne fussent plus qxi une seul peuple, 
— et la premise occasion od ancienne Angleterre sembkrait toucher d 
%urs inter ets, eroyez-vous, 7 non cher Cousin, que ces Colons obeiront ? Et 
qu'aw'aient-ils d craindre en se revoltantV * * ^ ^e suis si siir de ce 
fecris, que je ne donnetms pas dix ans apres la conquete du Canada 
pour en voir l*accomplisseme 7 it, 

^ VoUd ce que, comrm Frangais, me console aujourd*hui du danger immi- 
nmU que court ma Patrie, de voir cette Colonie perdue pour elk,* ^ 


1 In Beatson, Lieutenant*CoIonel R.E,, The Plains of Adra/iam; Notes 
original and selected (Gibraltar, Garrison Library Press, 1858), pp. 38 et seq,: 
Extract from * Lettres de M, le Marquis de Montcalm d MAL De Berryer et De 
la Mold: 1757-1759 (Londres, 1777),'— which is not in the British-Mnseum 
Library, on flying; and seems to be a forgotten Book. {Mte of First 
Edition, 1^65.) 

^ A Copy is in the Boston Atkenmum Library, New- England : it is a Pamphlet 
rather than a Book ; contains Two Letters to Berryer Minhtre de la Marine, 
besides this to Mol^ the Cousin : Publisher is the noted J. /llmon,— in French 
and English/ (From Boston Sund^ Courier, of 19th A'pril 1868, where this 
Letter is reproduced.) • ^ ^ 

In the Temple Library, London, I have since found a Copy : and, on strict 
survey, am obliged to pronounce the whole Pamphlet a Forgery, — especially the 
Two Letters to ‘Berryer Minister of Marine^ % who was not yet Minister of 
anything, nor thoughtfof as likely to be, for many months after the date of these 
suchl Intarnal evidence too. 
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Montcalm had been in the BellSisle Retreat from Rras 

terrible Exilhs Easiness (July 
1/47), where the Chevalier Belleisle and 4 or 5,000 lost 
their lives in about an hour. Captain Cook was at Quebec, 
Master in the Boyal Navy sounding the River, and putting 
down buoys. ^ Bougainville,Unothcs famous Navigator, was 
Aide-de-Camp of Montcalm.* Th»e have been far-sounding 
Epics built together on less basis ti«:n lies ready here, in this 
Capture of Q^bec which itself, as the Decision that America 
w to be English and not French, is surely an Epoch in World- 
istory . Montcalm was 48 when he perished; Wolfe 33 
Montcalm s skull is in the Ursulines Convent at Quebec 
shown to the idly curious to this day ^ ’ 

It was on October 17th,_while Friedrich lay at Sophien- 
thal lamed of gout, and Soltikof had privately fixed for home 
(went that day week) -that this glorious bit of news reached 
gland. It was only three days after that other, bad and 
^most hopeless news, from the same quarter; news of poor 
olfe s Repdse, on the other or eastern side of Quebec, July* 
Slst, knwn to os already, not known in England till OctobeJ 

, -iiT' contrast, the news filled all nlSn 

with a strange mixture of emotions. ‘The incidents of 
Dramatic Fiction,’ says one who was sharer in it, ‘ could not 
have been conducted with more address to Jead an audience 
fiom despondency to sudden exultation, than Accident had 
here prepared to excite the passions of a whole People. They 
despaired; they tnumphed ; and they wept, -for iLfe had 

wanted, is abundant in theser Berryer Letter*; • 

stupid structure in comparison to the MoU one! T 

into various Books - and been armied nf m .r . , ^ f ^ already got * 

Shelburne asserting^ to be spurious, LortJ, MMsfelTtoTe^ 

Parliamgiitary be genuine: R(J,ort of 

■^?rpp. SI? ^6 oSLv bfr Novemhr and for Docemb r 
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fallen in the hour of viAory ! Joy, grief, curiosity, astonish- 
ment, were ^^painted in every countenance : the more they 
inquired, the higher their adn^ration rose. Not an incident 
but was heroic and affecting.' ^ America ours ; but the noble 
Wolfe now not 1 S 

What Pitt himself sa^ of thfse things, we do not much 
hear. On the meeting of his | Parliament, aUlout a month 
hence, his Speech, somebtj/3y having risen to congTatiilate and 
eulogise him, is still recognisably of royal quality, if we evoke 
it from the Walpole Notes. Very modest, very noble, true ; 
and with fine pieties and magnanimities delicately audible 
in it : ‘ Not a week all Summer but has been a crisis, in 
which I have not known whether I should not be torn to 
pieces, instead of being commended, as now by the Honour- 
able Member. The hand of Divine Providence ; the more 
a man is versed in business, the more he everywhere traces 
that ! ’ . . . Success has given us unanimity, not unanimity 
success. For my own poor share, I could not have dared 
'as I have done, except in these times. Other IMinisters 
have hoped as well, but have not been so Circumstanced to 
(fcre so much.' . . . ^ I think the stone almost rolled to the 
top of the hill ; but let us have a care ; it may rebound, and 
hideously drag us down with it again.' ^ 

The essential ^ruth, moreover, is, Pitt has become King of 
England ; so lucky has poor England, in its hour of crisis, 
again been. And the difference between an England guided 
by some kind of Friedrich (temporary Friedrich, absolute, 
though of Secure tenure), and by a Newcastle and the Clack 
^ of Tongues, is very great ! But for Pitt, there had been no 
Wolfe, no Amherst ; Duke Ferdinand had b|en the Royal 
Highness of Cumberland, — imd all things round him 

in St. Vitus, at their old rate. This man k a King, for^h^^^ 
time being, — King really of the Friedrich type ; — and rules 
Friedrich himself not more despotically, where need is. Pitt's 
War Offices, Admiralties, were not of themselves quick-going .. 
i Walpole, iii. 219. ^ M ill 225 ; Thackeray, i, 446, 
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■GntitiGs ^ but 3?itt ixiRciG them SIovv-p8,cGd Lords iii 

OiSce have remonstrated, on more than one ocijasion : ‘ Im- 
possible, Sir ; these tilings cannot be got ready at the time 
you order ! ’ ‘ My Lord, they indispensably must,’ Pitt 

would ansiver (a man always reverent of coming facts, 
knowing how inexorable they are)^; and if the Negative 
continued obStinate in arguir'ent, he^has been knmvn to add : 
‘ My Lord, to the King’s service, it is a fixed necessity of 
time. Unless the time is kept, I*will impeach your Lord- 
ship ! 1 our Lordship’s head will come to lie at ^'our 

Lordship’s feet ! Figure a poor Duke of Newcastle, listening 
to such a thing ; — and knowing that Pitt ivill do it ; and that 

he can, such is his favour with universal England ; and 

trembling and obeying. Wai'-requisites for land and for 
sea are got ready with a Prussian punctuality, — at what mul- 
tiple of the Prussian expense, is a smaller question for Pitt. 

It is about eighteen months ago that Pownal, Goveriior 
of New England, a kind of half-military person, not without 
sound sense, though sadly intricate of utterance, — of whom 
Pitt, just enterJhg on Office, has, I suppose, asked an opinion 
on America, as men do of Learned Counsel on an impendifio' 
^wsuit of magnitude, — had answei-ed, in his long-winded^ 
intertwisted, nearly inextricable way, to the effect, ‘ Sir, I 

incline to fear, on the whole, that the Actjpn will 7 mt lie, 

that, on the whole, the French will eat America from us' in 
spite of our teeth.’ ^ January 15th, 1758, that is the 
Pownal Opinion-of-Counsel ; — and on September ISth, 1759, 
this is what rve have practically come to. And < 1 ^ Septeinbei- 
7th, 1760, within twelve months more,— Amherst^^escend- 
ing the Rapids from Ticonderago side, and two other little* 
Armies, ascending from Quebec ^d Louisburg, to meet him at 
^ntreal, have proved punctual almost to an hour ; and are 
in condition to extinguish, by triple pressure (or what we call 

’ In TJ^ieraj,, ii 421.452, Pownal’s intricate J^e/,er£ (his 'Discourse ’ or 

his etc. etc), of .. 
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noosing), the French |Grovernor « General in Montreal, a 
Monsieur de Vaudreuil, and his Montreal and his Canada 
altogether ; and send the French bodfly home out of those 
Continents.^ Which may dispense us from speaking farther 
on the subject. j 

From the Madras region, too, from India and outrageous 
Lally, the news are good. 'E&vlf/ in Spring lasf, poor Lally, 
— a man of endless talent and courage, but of dreadfully 
emphatic loose tongue, in fact of a blazing ungovemed Irish 
turnP of mind, — had instantly, on sight of some small 
Succours from Pitt, to raise his siege of Madras, retire to 
Pondichery ; and, in fact, go plunging and tumbling downhill, 
he and his India with him, at an ever-faster rate, till they 
also had got to the Abyss. My policy is in these five words, 
No Englishman in this Penins^da^ wrote he, a year ago, on 
landing in India ; and now it is to be No Frenchman^ and 
there is one word in the five to be altered 1 — Of poor Laliy, 
zealous and furious over-much, and nearly the most unfor- 
tunate and worst-used ^ man of genius ’ I ever read of, whose 
lion-like struggles against French Official people, and against 
Piy:"s Captains and their sea-fights and siegings, would deserve 
a volume to themselves, we have said, and can here say, as 
good as nothing, — except that they all ended, for Laliy and 
French India, in Jtotal surrender, 16th January 1761 ; and 
that Laliy, some years afterwards, for toils undergone and for 
services done, got, when accounts came to be liquidated, death 
On the scaffold. Dates I give below.^ ‘ Gained Fontenoy for 

^ Capit?^ti<^ 5 ^etween Amherst and Vaudrenil (‘ Montreal, 8th September 
^760*), in I5 Articles : in Beatson, iii, 274-283. 

2 28th April 1758, Lands at Pondichery ; instantly proceeds upon Fort St. 
David. 2d June 1758, Takes it ; meagt to have gone now on^Tadras j but finds 
he has no money goes extorting money from Black Potemates about,” Rajah 
of Travancore, etc., in a violent and extraordinary style f and can get 
Nevertheless, 14th December 1758, Lays Siege to Madras. 

l6th February 1759, Is obliged to quit trenches at Madras, and retire dismally 
upon Pondichery,— to mere indigence, mutiny (‘ten mutinies'). Official con- 
^.spiracy, and chaos com^ again. 

22d January ^1760, Makes outrush on ^andewash, and the English posted 
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US,’ said many pei'sons ; — ^undoubtedly gained various tilings 
for us, fought for us Berserkir-like on all occasions ; hoped, in 
the end, to be Marech%l de France, and undertook a Champion- 
ship of India, which issues in this way ! America and India, 
it is written, are both to -be PitCs. Let both, if possible, 
remain silent to us henceforch. 

As to th^ Invasion-of-Ei^'gland Scheme, Pitt says he does 
not expect the French will invade us ; but if they do, he is 
readyd 


CHAPTER VII 

FEIEDEICH REAPPEAES ON THE FIELD, AND IN SEVEN 
DAYS AFTER COMES THE CATASTROPHE OF MAXEN 

November 6th-8th, Daun had gone to Meissen Country : 
fairly ebbing homeward ; Henri following, with Hiilsen joined, 
— not vehemently attacking the rhinoceros, but judiciously 
pricking him forward. Daun goes at his slowest step : in 
many divisions, covering a wide circuit ; sticking to all Mxe 
strong posts, till his own time for quitting them : slow, 
sullenly cautious ; like a man descending dangerous precipices 
back foremost, and will not be hurried. ^So it had lasted 
about a week ; Daun for the last four days sitting restive, 
obstinate, but Henri pricking into him more and more, till 
the rhinoceros seemed actually about lifting himself, — when 
Friedrich in person arrived in his Brother’s Can^ 

there; is beateiH driven back into Pondichery. April 1760, Is besieged iiT 
Pondichery. i 6 t 4 January 1761, Is taken, Pondichery, French India and he 
to Macias he, lestHe French Official paxly kill him, as they attempt to do. 

_^3d September 1^61, Arrives, prisoner, in England ; thence, on parole, to 
France and Paris, 21st October. November 1762, To Bastille; waits trial nine« 
teen months ; trial lasts two years. 6th May I 7 ^^> To be beheaded j — 9th May 
mas. See Beatson, ii. 369-372, 96-110, etc. ; Voltaire {Fragments sur TM), 
in CEuvres, xxix. 183-253 ; Biographie Unimrselk, § LaMy. 

1 Speech, 4th November, supra. ^ a Tempelhof, iii. 301-305. 
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At ttie Schloss of ^ierschstein, a mile or two behind 
Lommatsch, which is Henri’s headquarter (still to westward of 
Meissen ; Daun hanging on, seven or eight miles to south- 
eastward ahead ; loath to go, but actually obliged),-— it was 
there, Tuesday November 13th, tha); the King met his Brother 
again. A King free of his gout ;f in joyful spirits ; and high 
of humour, — like a man risen i^ignant, once fnore got to 
his feet, after three-months oppressions and miseries from the 
unworthy. ‘ Too high,’ mourns Betzow, in a gloomy tone, 
as others do in perhaps a more indulgent one. Beyond 
doubt, Friedrich’s farther procedures in this grave and weighty 
Daun business were more or less imprudent ; of a too rapid 
and rash nature ; and turned out bitterly unlucky to him. 

‘ Had he left the management to Henri ! ’ sighed everybody, 
after the unlucky event. 

Friedrich had not arrived above four-and-twenty hours, 
when news came in: ‘The Austrians in movement again; 
actually rolling off Dresden- ward again.’ ‘Haha, do they 
smell me already!’ laughed he : ‘Well, I will send Daun to 
the Devil,’ — not adding, ‘ if I can.’ And instantly ordered 
sharp pursuit, — and sheer stabbing with the os-goad, not soft 
and delicate pricking, as Henri’s lately.^ Friedrich, in fact, 
was in a fiery condition against Daun : ‘You trampled on 
me, you heavy buffalo, these three mouths ; but that is over 
now ! ’ — and took"^ personally the vanguard in this pursuit. 
And had a bit of hot fighting in the Village of Korbitz (scene 
of that Finck-Haddick ‘ Action,’ 21st September last, and of 
poor Haddic^ ruin, and retirement to the Watei-s) ; — where 
the Austrians now prove very fierce and obstinate ; and will 
not go, till well slashed into, and tom out by sheer beating : 
—which was visibly a kind of comfort to the Ring's humour. 
‘ Our Prussians do still fight, then, much as fprmerly ! ’ A nd 
it was all a hideous Nightmare, all that, and Daylight and 
Fact are come, and Friedrich is himself again 1 ’ 

They say Prince Henri took the liberty of counselling him, 
^ Ketzow, ii. i 6 S 5 Tempelhof, iii, 306* 
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€ven of entreating him : ^ Leave wel^ alone, why rim risks?’ 
said Henri, Daun, it was pretty apparent, had no outlook 
at the present but 1:hat of sauntering home to Bohmen ; 
leaving Dresden to be an easy prey again, and his whole Cam- 
paign to fall futile, as the^. last had. Under Henri’s gentle 
driving he would have gone slower ; but how salutary, if he 
only went ! ^ These were Henri’s \dews : but Friedrich was 
not in the slow humour ; impatient to be in Dresden ; ^ will 
be quartered there in a week,’ writes he, ^ and moi’e at leisure 
than now,’^ He is thinking of Leuthen, of Rossbacfe, of 
Campaign 1757, so gloriously restored after ruin ; and, in the 
fire of his soul, is hoping to do something similar a second 
time. That is Retzow’s notion : who knows but there may 
be truth in it ? A proud Friedrich, got on his feet again after 
such usage ; — nay, who knows whether it was quite so unwise 
to be impressive on the slow rhinoceros, and try to fix some 
thorn in his snout, or say (figuratively), to hobble his hind- 
feet ; which, I am told, would have been beautifully ruinous ; 
and though riskish, was not impossible ? ^ III it indisputably 
turned out ; an^ we have, with brevity, to say how, and leave 
readers to their judgment of it. » 

It was in the Village of Krogis, about six miles forward, on the Meissen- 
Freyberg road, a mile or two on from Korbitz, and directly after the 
fierce little tussle in that Village,— that Friedrich, his blood still up, 
gave the Order for Maxen, which proved so unluclcy to him. Wuiisch 
had been shot-off in pursuit of the beaten Austrians ; but they ran too 
fast; and Wunsch came back without farther result, still early in the 
day. Back as far as Krogis, where the next Headqiiiarter is to be ; — and 
finds the King still in a fulminant condition ; none the is likely, 

by W unsch's returning without result. ^ Go straight to Gea^l Finck ; 
bid him march at once V orders the King; and rapidly gives "^Vuusch^ 
the Instruction^ Finck is to follow.^ Finck and his Corps are near 
Nossen, some ten^^niles ahead of Ki*6gis, some twenty west from Dresden. 
rOiere, since yestenday^ stands Finck, infesting the left or western fiank 
of the Austrians, — what was their left, and will be again, w'heii they call 

1 ‘ Wilsdruf, 17th November 1759,’ and still more ‘ 19th November,’ Friedrich 
to Voltaire, in high spirits that way {CEuvtes de I^r^^ddric^xxiiL 66). 

® Tempelhof, iii. 317, etc. 
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halt and fece round on us :-fLet Finck now i^rch at once, quite round 
that western flank ; by Freyberg, Dippoldiswdde, thence east to > 

plant himself at Maxen (a dozen mUes south of Dresden, among the rocky 
Hills), and stick diligently in the ror of those Austrians, cutting-off, or 
threatening to cut-off, their communications with Bohemia, and block the 

Pirna Country for them. ' .. i,„ ■p.vr.o 

Friedrich calculates that, if Daun is for retreating by Pirna 
Country, this will, at loweSt, be a inethod to quicken him in that 
movement; or perhaps it may prove a method to 
altogether, and force Daun <to go circling by the ]Unsitz H^s md 
Wildernesses, exposed to tribulations which may go nigh to rum him. 
'Phat'is Friedrich's proud thought : 'an unfortunate Campaign ; ^mdmg- 
up, nevertheless, as 1757 did, in blazes of success! And truly, it 
Friedrich could have made himself into Two ; and, while flashing and 
charging in Daun’s front, have been in command at Maxen m Dauns 
rear — -Friedricli could have made a pretty thing of this Maxen Enter- 
prise; and might in good part have realised his proud program. But 
there is no getting two Friedrichs. Finck a General of approved 
quality, he is the nearest approach we can make to a second Friedrich ; 
and he, ill-luck too superadding itself, proves tragically inadequate. 
And sets all the world, and Opposition Retzow, exclaiming, ^See : Pride 

goes before a fall 1 ' — /. i i * -ux. 

- At 3 in the afternoon, Friedrich, intently surveying from the heights 
of Krogis the new Austrian movements and positions'^ is astonished, not 
agreeably (‘What, stiH only here, Herr General I ’), by a personal visit 
from Finck. Finck finds the Maxen business intricate, precarious; 
wishes farther instructions, brings forward this objection and that. 
Friedrich at last answers, impatiently : ‘ You know I can’t stand making 
of difficulties (Er weisa dasa ieh die Eifficuimten nicht leiden kann ; macke 
doss Erfort kommi)^ contrive to get it done !’ With which poor com- 
fort, Finck has to ride back to Nossen ; and scheme-out his dispositions 
overnight. 

Next Thursday 15th, Finck gets on march ; drives^ the 

EeichsfoIlCi)ut of Freyberg; reaches Dippoldiswalde a^reyberg is to 
\e my Magazine,’ considers Finck ; ^ Dippoldiswalde my, halfway house | 
Four Battalions of my poor Eighteen shall stand therei* and secure the 
meal-carts/ Friday 16th, Finck lias his Vanguard, Iv unsch leacMng it, 
in possession of Maxen and the Heights ; and on ^turday gets tliert> 
himself, with all his people and equipments. I should think about 
12,000 men : in a most intersected, intertwisted Hill Country ,* full of 
gullets, dells, and winding brooks ; — it is forecourt of the Pirna rocks, 

' 'our celebrated Camp of Gahmig lies visible to north, Dolma and the 


CHAP, vii.] CAT-ASTROPHE OF MAXEN 155 

17th Nov. 17593 

Rothwasser bounding* us to east;*— in g«im November weather, some 
snow falling, or snow-powder, alternating with sleet and glaxing frosts : 
by no means a beautiful enterprise to Finck. Nor one of his own 
choosing, had one a choice in such ^ses. 

To Daun nothing could be more unwelcome than this news of Fiuck, 
embattled there at Maxen in th^. inextricable Hill-country, direct on the 
road of Daun's meal-carts and Bohemian communications. And truly 
withal,— what ©aun does not yet .hear, but^can guess,-there is gone, in 
^pplement or as auxiliary to Finck, a fierce Hussar party, under Orune 
^eist, their fiercest Hussar since Mayeifc. died ; who this very day at 
Aussig, burns Daunts first considerable Magazine ; and has others in view 
tor the same fateJ An evident thing to Daun, that Finck being uhere, 
meal has ceased. 

On the instantj Daun falls back on Dresden; Saturday 17th takes 
post in the Dell of Plauen Grand) U 

with sheer steeps on both sides, stretching southward from Dresden in 
front of the Hill Country : thither Daun marches, there to consider what 
IS to be done with Finck. Amply safe this position is ; none better in 
the world ; a Village, Plauen, and a Brook, Weistritz, in the bottom of 
ttis exquisite Chasm ; sheer rock-walls on each side,-high especiaUy on 
the Daun, or south side .headquarters can be in Dresden itself; room 
for yom cavalry on the plain ground between Dresden and the Chasm. 
A post both safe and comfortable ; only you must not loiter in making-up 
your mmd as to,Finck; for Friedrich has followed on the mill 
Friedrichs headquarter is already WUsdrnf, which an hour or two ao-o 

pXdrirri^'T Zietten is vanguard. So that 

Friediich looks over on you from the northei-n brow of your Cha«m • 
dehays are not good near such a neighbour. ' 

tb kT/r deciding that, in 
this strait, the short way out will be to attack Finck in the Hills. Daun 

oVthfmf?' boundary-ditch 

of the Hills): Daun, with 27,000 hoi-se and foot, moving on from this 

western part; 3 000 light people (one Sincere the leader of them) mo vino, 
simultaneously from Dresden itself, that is, from northed or norflf 
westward ; 12,000 Reichsfolk, horse and foot, part of thSSfreaTv^o" 
soutt-eastward of Finck, other part stealing-on by the Elbe bank thitLr-" 
ward : here, fton^hree different points of the compass, are 42,000 These 
simultaneously d^,hing-in, from wes^, north, sok, upon Fin^k mav 
awly give accounfrof his 12,000 and him ! If only we can keep Med 
nch dark upon it; which surely our Pandours wiU contrive to do! 

* Map, p. 15S. 

* Friednch’s second Letter to Voltaire, Wiisdruf, ‘ig^h November 1759.’ "• 
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Finck^ directly on arriviiiOif at Maxen^ had reported himseif to the 
King; and got answer before next morning : ^ Very well: but draw-in 
those Four Battalions you have left at Dipppldiswalde ; hit with the 
whole of your strength, when a chance offers.* Which order Finck, 
literally and not too willingly, obeys ; leaves only some light remnant in 
Dippoldiswalde, and reinforcement to linger within reach, till a certain 
Bread-convoy come to him, which will be due next morning (Monday 
19th) ; and which does then Safely gep home, though uiider annoyances 
from cannonading in the distance. 

Sundm/ ISth^ Finck fails notj^to reconnoitre from the highest Hill-top ; 
to inquire by every method : he finds, for certain, that the enemy are 
comifig in upon him. With his own eyes he sees Eeichsfolk marching, 
in quantity, south-eastward by the Elbe shore : Intending towards 
Dohna, as is like?* — and despatched Wunsch, who, accordingly, drove 
them out of Dohna. Of all this Finck, at once, sent word to Friedrich. 
Who probably enough received the message ; but who would get no new 
knowledge from it, — vigilant Ziethen having, by Austrian deserters and 
otherwise, discovered this of the Reichsfolk; and furthermore that 
Sincere, with 3,000 was in motion, ^;om the north, upon Finck. Sunday 
evening, Friedrich despatches Ziethen*s Report ; which punctually came 
to Finck*s hand ; but was the last thing he received from Friedrich, or 
Friedrich from him. The intervening Pandours picked-up all the rest;; 
The Ziethen Report, of two or three lines, most succinct but sufficient, 
like a cutting of hard iron, is to be read in many Books : we may as well 
give the Letter and it : 

FriedrkVs Letter {WUsdruf, November 1759). ^My dear General- 
Lieutenant von Finck, — I send yfi^the enclosed Report from General 
Ziethen, showing what is the lie of matters as seen from this side ; and 
leave the whole to your disposition and necessary measures. I am your 
well-affectioned King, — F.* The Enclosure is as follows : 

General Zietheris Report (Kesseisdorf^ November 1759). ^ To your 

Royal Majesty, send* (no pronoun ^I* allowed) ^herewith a Corporal, 
who has deserted from the Austrians. He says, Sincere with the Reserve 
did march the Reichs Army ; but a league behind it, and turned 
towards lappoldiswalde. General Breiitano* (Wehla*s old comrade, 
luckier than Wehla), ^as this Deserter heard last night in Daun*s head- 
quartei', — which is in the southern Suburb of Dresden,, in the Countess 
Moschinska's Garden, — was yesterday to have been ii^'^Doblen * ^.ooking 
into our outposts from the hither side of their PlauencDell), ^ but was^^ipf 
there any longer,* as our Deserter passed, ^ and it was said that he had 
gone to Maxen at three in the afternoon.* ^ 

Thus curtly is Finck authorised to judge for himself in the new 


^ Tempelhof, 4 ih 309. 
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circumstances. Marginally is added, in wriedricVs own liand: ^ Er 
m 7 *d entmder mit deii Eeichem Oder mit Binceren ehien Gang habm^ 
— Either with the Reic]jers or with Sincere you will have a bout^ I 
suppose.' ♦ 

Finckj, from his own Hilltop^ Sunday and Monday^ sees aii this of 
Ziethen, and much more. Sees the vanguard of Daun himself approach- 
ing Dippoldisw#Jde^ cannonading ^his meal^^carts as they issue there ; on 
all sides his enemies encompassing him like bees ; — and has a sphinx- 
riddle on his mindj such as soldier seldom had. Shall he manoeuvre 
himself out^ and march away^ bread-carts, baggages and all entire? 
There is still time, and perfect possibility, by Dippoldiswalde thel'e, or 
by other routes and methods. But again, did not his Majesty expect, 
do not these words ^ a bout' still seem to expect, a bit of fighting with 
somebody or other ? Finck w\is an able soldier, and his skill and courage 
well known ; but probably another kind of courage was wanted this day, 
of which Finck had not enough. Finck w^as not king of this matter ; 
Finck was under a King who perhaps misjudged the matter. If Finck 
saw no method of doing other than hurt and bad service to his King by- 
staying here, Finck should have had the courage to come away, and front 
the King’s unreasonable anger, expecting redress one day, or never any 
redress. That w'as Finck’s duty : but everybody sees how hard it was for 
flesh and blood. -• 

Finck, truer to* the letter than to the spirit, determined to remain. 
Did, all that Monday, his best to prepare himsg^; called-in his outg<)sts 

Was not I ordered ? ' thinks Finck, too literally) ; and sees his multi- 
tudes of enemies settle round him ; — Daun alone has 27,000 men, who 
take camp at Dippoldisw^alde ; and in sum-total they are as 4 to 1 of 
Finck : — a Finck still resolute of face, though internali}?- his thoughts 
may be haggard enough. Doubtless he hopes, toofthat Friedrich will do 
something : — tinaware that none of his messages reach Friedrich. As for 
Daun, having seen his people safely encamped here, he returns to Dresden 
for the night, to see that Friedrich is quiet. Friedrich is quiet enough : 
Daun, at seven next morning {Timduy 20if/i), appeax*edf*^^the ground 
again ; and from all sides Finck is assaulted, — from Daun's^de nearest 
and soonest, with Daun's best vigour. 

Dippoldiswah''^ is some seven miles Ji-om Maxen. Difficult hill-road all 
the way : but the'steepest, straitest and worst place is at Heinhartsgriinma, 
Ae very first HanTlet after you are out of Dippoldisw'alde. There is a 
narrow gullet there, overhung with heights all round. 'Hie roads are 
slippery, glazed with sleet and frost ; Cavalry, unroughened, make sad 
sliding and sprawling ; hardly the Infantry are secure on their feet : a 
terrible business getting masses of artillery-wagons, horse and man,** 





BE OVEEWHEL-MED 
Tt is Cfchouffht, had Finck garnislied this Pass of 
he propefbieries, the proper musketries, Daun 
tS4 Finek had *iot a gun or a man m xt . 
j^rer-agato too literally. As it was, Daun, 
to the xxarrow steeps, had cultxe^ " 

would have givAx it up, ^ ^ 

Can he done, ExceUenz, and shaU 1 

SeveWel^cellent 

I Daun’s transit through the Pass. Nothin 

ssars axjd infantry stood ‘“S Wn- 
,n these might have given him some ^^ght ^n 
B plaved-upon by endless Pandours, issuing from 
musketries, and at length with cannon 
1 tA foil hack, or to be called back, to Jlaxen 


^teise comparison of symptoms, 

re the Enemy’s Three Attacks were to be,— on Maxen, 
valde Trohnltz, Dohna, simultaneously three atocks, it 
£ with aU his skUl arranged himself on the M«en 
t these He stands now elaborately divided into Three 
those Three simultaneities; forming (sadly wide apart, 
for such a force as Finck’s) a very obtuse-angled triang e. 
SexTf which (if readers care to look^on th- Map^is 
•oad Brentano and Sincere are coming.* On the b^e 
and Dohna, Finck expects Daun and the l^ich. Fiom 
,xen is near two miles; from Maxen to Dohna above 
na stands Wunsch against the Reich; Finck himself a 
ng Daun, as the pith of the whole affair. Jn this tri- 
taids ftnok at the topmost heights of the c^ry,- 
ist, but Hausdorf only a little lower, -and h^ not 
iputing the climb upwards. Too literal an eye to his 
le was not himself king, but only king s deputy ! 

-about 11 A.M., as I obscurely gather, Daun has conq^ueied 
mn’s musketries begin to glitter on the top of Hausdorf ; 
heavy cannon open their throats there; and the Three 
loose. Finck’s Maxen batteries (scar^ higher than 
ir inferior in weightj respond with aU dffigence, tte p^ 
Id-pieces helping what they can. 

.urand half; terrific, but doing little mischief, after which 

!tries(the ground now sufficiently clear to Daun), which are 
tbino'. bearin onening, first from one point, then from 
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another ; and there ensues, for five hours doming, at Maxen ana at the 
other two points of Finch's triangle, such a series of explosive chargings, 
wheelings, worryings and intricate death-wrestlings, as it would provoke 
every reader to attempt describing him. Except indeed he were a 
soldier, abound to know the defence of posts; in which case I could 
fairly promise him that there ard means of understanding the affair, and 
that he might find benefit in it. ^ 

Daun's Gren^iers, and Infantry general^, are in triumphant spirits ; 
confident of victory, as they may reasonably be. Finck's people, too, 
behave w^ell, some of them conspicuously '%ell, though in gloomier mood; 
and make stubborn fight, successful here and there, but, as a whole, not 
capable of succeeding. By 8 in the afternoon, the Austrians have forced 
the Maxen Post; they ^ enter Maxen with great shoutings' ; extrude the 
obstinate Prussian remnants; and, before long, have the poor Village 
^on fire in every part.' Finck retreating northward to Schmorsdorf, 
towards the obtuse angle of his triangle, if haply there may be help in 
that quarter for him. Baun does not push him much ; has Maxen safely 
burning in every part. 

From Schmorsdorf Finck pushes-out a Cavalry charge on Brentano. 

^ Could we but repulse Brentano yonder,’ thinks he, ^ I might have those 
Four Battalions to hand, and try again I ' But Brentano makes such 
cannonading, the Cavalry swerve to a Hollow on their right ; then find 
they have not ground, and retire quite fruitless. Finck's Cavalry, and, 
the Cavalry generally, with their horses all sliding on the frosty mountain- 
gnarls, appear to be good for little this day. Brentano, victorious over 
the Cavalry, comes on with such storm, he sweeps through the cfSftise 
angle, home upon Finck ; and sweeps him out of Schmorsdorf Village 
to Schmorsdorf Hill, there to take refuge, as the night sinks,— and to 
see himself, if his wild heart will permit him to be candid, a ruined man. 

Of the Three Attacks, Two have completely succeeded on him ; only 
Wunsch, at Dohna, stands victorious ; he has held-back the Eeich all 
day, and even chased it home to its posts on the Rothwasser (Red Waier)^ 
multitudinous as it was, 

Finck's mood, as the November shadows gathered on him^-the equal 
heart may at least pity poor Finck ! His resolution is fixed : ^ Cut our-* 
selves through, this night : Dohna is ours : other side that Red Water 
there a|;e roads : — perish or get through 1 * And the Generals (who are 
r^ied now ^on the Heights of Falkenhain and Bloscliwitz,’ midway 
between Maxen and Dohna) get that Order from him. And proceed to 

^ Tempelhof, iii. 307-317. Journal und Nachrichtvon der Gefangenmhmung 
des Finckhchen Corjfs hey Maxen, im Jahr^ i759..(Seyfsft:th, Beylagen, ii* 637- ^ 
fiS4). 
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arrange for executing it,— tll)ugTi with. Water is beset 

as their scouts report that every pass » J ^ay thread his 

by Keichsfolk. ‘ Wnnseh, CnositS or Daun side/ calculates 

way out, under cloud of night, ^ a very questionable, winding, 

mLk. And Wunsch sets outaccordii^ly.Jjr^^^^^ 

subterranean march ; difficult m difficult passes, needing to be 

horses going at a snail s pace , a , 1,0 left altoo'ether : — in which, 

dragged through with bridle,^nd ^en o be Ruck’s Generals, 

witSl, it will prove of no use for find that their 

endeavouring to rank and gach wounding, such 

very cartridges are nearly spen , precise count, 3,836 

desUing has there been, they have, at tins time, oy p 

rank and file. Evidently desperate._ 

At daylight, Daun’s — begin^ ag^-Jiom 

Finek sends to capitulate. nrivate baggage. General 

‘prisoners of war, and you shall keep y P ^ surrender !’ 

.rift fte C.,jy, « b«riof 

Finek pleaded hard, is himself chief in that department.’ 

the Cavalry, is not under ^ ite got- through 

But it was of no use: Wunsch had like everybody 

Daun’s Lmes, after such a ^ S )» Wolfersdorf of Torgau, and 

"j-tvf Scf 

S'- \ is Finck’s fourth day on Maxen; his last, m the Irussiau 

-tis ss 

numbers, 2,836. Besides X , judged that Fried- 

many had deserted, many had glided ^ “ Gme wholIy,-with 
» these causes, about 12,000 men. ^one 

W.n.ft, Wotterrforf, Moftl (of ft« Olmllft Com-o,), 

rich, and in present circumstances^an irreparable. 

The outburst and paroxysm of Gazetteer rumour, whitSi 
arose in Europe over this, must be left to the imagination ; 
still more the whirlwind of astonishment, grief, remorse and 

" I Seyfarth, ii. 576*; iu Heldm-Geschichte (v. i iiS). the Vienna Account. 
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indignation that raged in the heart of Friedrich on jfirst 
hearing of it. ^ The Caudine Forks ’ ; ^ Scene of Pima over 
again, in reverse form'* ; ‘ Is no* your King at last over with 
it ? ’ said and sang multifaftously the Gazetteers. As counter- 
chorus to which, in a certain Royal Heart; ‘That nniserable 
purblind Finck, unequal to his task ;^that over-hasty I, who 
drove him upon it ! This disgrace, loss nigh ruinous ; in fine, 
this infernal Campaign (cette Ccmwtigne it^erncde ) ! ’ The 
Anecdote-Books abound in details'^ of Friedrich’s behayionr 
at Wilsdruf that day ; mythical all, or in good part, but 
symbolising a case that is conceivable to everybody. Or 
would readers care to glance into the very fact with their 
own eyes .? As happens to be possible. 

1°. Before Maxen: Friedrich to BP Ar gens and Others 

‘To IPArgensfKro^, 15th November,’ order for Maxen just givent 
Y^terday I join^ the Army’ (day before yesterday, but took the field 
y^»rday), and Daun decamped. I have followed him thus far, and» 
continue it to *he frontiers of Bohemia. Our measures are so taken’ 
(bmck, to wit), ‘ that he will not get out of Saxony without considerable 
losses. Yesterday cost him 500 men taken at Krogis here. Every fiwe- 
ment he makes will cost him as many." ^ 

‘To Voltaire (Wilsdruf, 17th November).’ ‘We are verging on the 
end of our Campaign ; and I wiU wiite to you in eijgift days from Dresden 
with more composure and coherency than now."^ ^ 

‘To the same (VYilsdruf, 19th November).’ ‘The Austrians are 
packmg-off to Bohemia,— where, in reprisal for the inceHiJiary opera- 
tions they have done in my countries, I have burnt ti^ two biff 
lupines. I render the beatified Hero’s retreat as difficult as pos- ' 
sible ; and I hope he wiU come upop some bad adventures within a 
few day^ ^ ^ 


‘W day and place, to A volley of most rough-paced 

off-himd Rhyming, direct from the heart; ‘ Ode' (as he afterwds 

terms it, or irrepressible extempore Lilt) Uo Fortune*^ : 

^ (Euvres de FrederzCg xix. loi** 


® 15, xxiii. 
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^ what a change I a poor heretic creature, 
never blessed* by the*^HoIy Father; indeed, little frequenting Church, 
nor serving either Baal or the God of -Israel ; held-down these many 
months, and reported by more flbian one shaven scoundrel’ (priest- 
pamphleteer at Vienna) 'to be quite exAct, and gone vagabond^ver the 
world, — see how capricious Fortune, after all her hundred preferences of 
my rivals, lifts me with helpful hand from the deep, and packs this Hero 
of the Hat and Sword, — ^whom Popes have blessed whaif they could, and 
who has walked in Pilgrimage before now' (to Marienzell once, I believe, 
publicly at Vienna), — ' out ^ Saxony ; panting, harassed goes he, like 
a sly anger dog from some kitchen where the cook had flogged him 
out r ^ ^ (A very exultant Lilt, and witli a good deal more of the 
chanticleer in it than we are used to in this King !) 

JJier Mawen 

^ To D* Argons (Wilsdruf, 22 d November).' 'Do with that' (some 
small piece of business) ' whatever you like, my dear Marquis. I am 
so stupefied (eiourdi) with the misfortune which has befallen General 
Finck, that I cannot recover from my astonishment. It d^anges all 
my measures ; it cuts me to the quick. Ill-luck, which persecutes my 
old age, has followed me from the Mark ' (Kunersdorf, in the Mark of 
* Brandenburg) 'to Saxony. I will still strive what I can. The little 
Ode I sent you, addressed To Fortune^ had been writfen too soon ! One 
sbAiald not sing victory till the battle is over. I am so crushed-down by 
these incessant reverses and disasters, that I wish a thousand times I 
were dead ; and from day to day I grow wearier of dwelling in a body 
worn-out and condemned to suffer. I am writing to you in the first 
moment of my gri^f. Astonishment, sorrow, indignation, scorn, all 
blended together, lace^te my soul. Let us get to the end, then, of this 
execrable Campaign ; I will then write to you what is to become of me ; 
and we will arrange the rest. Pity me ; — ^and make no noise about me ; 
bad news go fast enough of themselves. Adieu, dear Marquis.' ^ 

All this, of course, under such pressing call of actualities, 
had very soon to transform itself into silence ; into new 
resolution, and determinate ’ despatch of business, the 

King retained a bitter memory of it all his*days. To Finck 
he was inexorable: — ► ordered him, the first thing on his 
return from Austrian Captivity, Trial by Court-Martial; 
which (Ziethen * presiding, June 1763) censured Finck in ^ 
^ C$uzfrys de XXX* xos-106,* ^ /A xix* 107. 
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various points, and gave him, in supplement to the Austrian 
detention, a Year’^s Imprisonment in Spandau. No ray of 
pity visible for him, t£en ^pr afterwards, in the Royal mind. 
So that the poor man haA^to beg his dismissal ; get it, and 
go to Denmark for new px’omotion and appreciation. — ^ Par 
too sevei’e ! ’ grumbled the Opposition voices, with secret 
countei’-severity. And truly it would have been more 
beautiful to everybody, for the moment, to have made mat- 
ters soft to poor Finck, — had Priedrich ever gone on that 
score with his Generals and Delegates; which, though the 
reverse of a cruel man, he never did. And truly, as we 
often observe, the Laws of Fact are still severer than Fried- 
rich was : — so that, in the long-run, perhaps it is beautifulest 
of all for a King, who is just, to be rhadamanthine in im- 
portant cases. 

Exulting Daun, instead of Bohemia for winter-quarters, 
pushes-out now for the prize of Saxony itself. Daun orders 
Beck to attack suddenly another Outpost of Friedrich’s, 
which stands rearward of him at Meissen, under a General ’ 
Dierecke, — the same whom, as Colonel Dierecke, we saw 
march out of flamy Zittau, summer gone two years. BSfck 
goes in accordingly, 3d December ; attacks Dierecke, not by 
surprise, but with overwhelming superiority ; no reinforce- 
ment possible ; Dierecke is on the wrong^.de of the Elbe, 
no retreat or reinforcement for him ; im to fight fiercely 
.all day, Meissen Bridge being in a broken state; then, at 
night, to ship his people across in Elbe boats, which are 
much delayed by the floating ice, so that dajli^i^j: found 
1,500 of them still on that northern side; all of whom, 
with General Dierecke himself, w’ere made piusoners by Beck.^ 

A comfortable supplement to Maxen, though not of the 
same magnificence. 

After which, Daun himself issued minatory from the 
Plauen Chasm ; expecting, as all the world did, that Fried- 
rich, who is 36,000 of Unfortunate agaiitfet, say, 72,000 ^ 
= Tempelhof, iit 321 :*'3d-4th December 1759/ ♦ « 
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of Triumphant, will, under penalty, take himself away. But 
it proved otherwise. ^If you h^^t us, Excellency Feld- 
marschall, yes; but till theuir — it Iriedrich draws-out in 
battalia ; Leo in wild ragged sMe and temper, vera^^(>$ Bos 
in the reverse : Come on, then l ’ Rhinoceros Bos, though 
in a high frame of mind, dare not, on cool survey; but 
retires behind the Plauen Chasm again. Will at least protect. 
Dresden from recapture^ and wait here, in the interim : 
carting his provision out of Bohemia, — which is a rough 
business, with Elbe frozen, and the passes in such a choked 
wintry state. Upon whom Friedrich, too, has to wait under 
arms, in grim neighbourhood, for six weeks to come : such 
a time as poor young Archenholtz never had before or after.^ 
It was well beyond Newyears-day before Friedrich could 
report of himself, and then only in a sense, as will be seen : 
‘We retired to this poor cottage (cottage still standing, 
in the little Town of Freyberg); ‘Daun did the like; and 
this unfortunate Campaign, as all things do, came actually 
"to an end.’ 

Daun holds Dresden and the Dell of Plaifen ; but Saxony, 
world’s amazement, he is as far as ever from holding. 

‘ Daun’s front is a small arc of a circle, bending round from 
Dresden to Dippoldiswalde ; Friedrich is at Freyberg in a 
bigger concave ^‘c, concentric to Daun, well overlapping 
Daun on that southward or landward side, and ready for 
him, should he stir out ; Kesselsdorf is his nearest post to 
Daun ; and the Plauen Chasm for boundary, which was not 
overpas^^^ by either.’ In Dresden, and the patch of hill- 
" country to the south-eastward of it by Elbe side, which is 
in-step or glacis of the Pima rock-country, seventy square 
miles or so, there rules Dailn ; and this, — with its heights of 
Gahmig, valuable as a defence for Dresden against Austria, 
hut not otherwise of considerable value, — was all that Daun 
this year, or pretty much in any coming year, could realise of 
conquest in SaxOny. ^ 

^ ArciienholtC, ii. 11-13. 
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Fabius Cunctator has not succeeded, as the public ex- 
pected. In fact, ever since that of Hochkirch. and the Papal 
Hat, he has been a ni|in, more and more question- 

able to the undiscerning pi||)lic, Maxen was his last gleam 
upwards ; a round of applailse rose again on Maxen, feeble in 
comparison with Hochkirch, but still arguing hope, — which, 
after this, mdre and more died out * so that in two years 
more, poor Madam Daun, going to Imperial Levee, ^ had her 
state-carriage half-filled with nightcaps, thrown into it by 
the Vienna people, in token of her husband^s great talent 
for sleep.’ ^ 


CHAPTER VIII 
MISCELLANEA IN WINTEB-QUAETERS, 1759-60 

Fuiebiiich was very loath to quit the field this Winter, 
In spite of Maxen and ill-luck and the unfavourablest weather, 
it still was, for ^bout two months, his fixed purpose to re- 
capture Dresden first, and drive Daun home. ‘ Had I but 
a 12,000 of Auxiliaries to guard my right flank, ^Ole 
trying it 1 ’ >said he. Ferdinand magnanimously sent him 
the Hereditary Prince with 12,000, who stayed above two 
months ; ^ and Friedrich did march abou^ attempting that 
way,^ — pushed forward to Maguire Dippoldiswalde, 

looked passionately into Maguire on all sides ; but found him, 
in those frozen chasms, and rock-labyrinths choked with si^pw, 
plainly unattackable : him and everybody, in ''c%ch frost- 
element — and renounced the passionate hope. 

It was not till the middle ofi January that Friedrich put 
his troops into partial cantonments, Headquarter Freyberg ; 

^ Archenholtz (Anno 1762, ‘last Siege of Schweidnitz ’). 

February iSth’; List of the Regiments (German all), in Seyfarth^ 

ii. 57S n. 

^ CEuw&s d$ Fridiric^ v, 32. Old Newspaper rum«)urs: hi Gentkman^s 
Ma^azmCi xxix, 605, * 29th December,’ etc. 
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txoops stiU mainly in tke Villages from Wildruf and south- 
ward, close to their old Camp there. Camp still left standings 
guarded by Six Battalions; six after". six, alternating week 
about ; one of the grimmest carr^s in Nature ; the^ canvas 
roofs grown mere ice«plates, the^ tents mere sanctuaries of 
frost : — never did poor young Archenholtz see such indu*stry 
in dragging wood-fuel, such boiling of biscuits in broken ice, 
such crowding round the embers to roast one side of you, 
while the other was freezing.^ But Daun's people, on the 
opposite side of Plaiien Dell, did the like ; their tents also 
were left standing in the frozen state, guarded by alternating 
battalions, no better off than their Prussian neighbours. This 
of the tents, and Six frost-bitten Battalions guarding them, 
lasted till April. An extraordinary obstinacy on the part 
both of Daun and of Friedrich ; alike jealous of even seeming 
to yield one inch more of ground. 

The Hereditary Prince, with his 1^,000, marched home 
again in February ; indeed, ever after the going into canton- 
aments, all use of the Prince and his Force here visibly ceased ; 
and, on the whole, no result whatever followecb those strenuous 
an||gonisms, and frozen tents left standing for three months ; 
and things remained practically what they were. So that, as 
the grand * Peace Negotiations’ also came to nothing, we 
might omit this of Winter-quarters altogether ; and go for- 
ward to the openfc^of Campaign Fifth ; — were it not that 
characteristic features do otherwise occur in it, curious little 
unveilings of the secret hopes and industries of Friedrich : — 
besides which, there have minor private events fallen out, not 
without ifl^rest to human readers. For whose behoof mainly 
a loose intercalary Chapter may be thrown together liei’e. 

^ Archenholt2j\«2f ii, 11-15. 




CHAP.vni.] IN WINTER-QUARTERS 167 

30th Nov, 1759] 

Serene Highness of Wurtemherg^ at Fulda> (November SOth 
1759);, is just alfbut^ring Victoria^ and giving a Ball 
toHeauty and Fashimtkin Honour of a certain Event ; — 
but is unpleasantly interrupted 

November the very day while Finck was capitulating 
in the Hills at Maxen, Duke Ferdinand, busy ever since his 
Victory at Minden, did, after a difficult Siege of Munster, 
Siege by Imhof, with Ferdinand protecting him, get Munster 
into hand again, which was reckoned a fine success to him. 
Very busy has the Duke been ; industriously reaping the fruits 
of his Victory at Minden ; and this, the conclusive rooting-out 
of the French from that Westphalian region, is a very joyful 
thing ; and puts Ferdinand in hopes of driving them over the 
Mayn altogether. Which some think he would have done ; 
had not he, with magnanimous oblivion of self and wishes, 
agreed to send the Hereditary Prince and those 12,000 to 
assist in Friedrich‘’s affairs, looking upon that as the vita!^ 
point in these Allied Interests. Friedrich''s attempts, we have 
said, turned out impossible ; nor would the Hereditary Prince 
and his 12,000, though a good deal talked about in England 
and elsewhere,^ require more than mention ; were it not that 
on the road thither, at Fulda Fulda is half-way house to 
Saxony,** thinks Ferdinand, should Pitt^^d Britannic Majesty 
be pleased to consent, as I dare, pre^me they wilP), the 
Hereditary Prince had, in his swift way, done a thing useful 
for Ferdinand himself, and which caused a great emotion, 
chiefly of laughter, over the world, in those weeks.”^ 

^No Enemy of Friedrich’s/ says m^Note, ^is of feller humour than 
the Sei;pnity of Wiirtemberg, Karl Eugen, Reigning Duke of that unfor- 
tunate Country ; f«r whom, in past days, Friedrich had been so fatherly, 
and really took such pains. Fatherly ? /S'^ejo-fatherly, you mean ; and 
for his own vile uses ! ” growls the Serenity of Wurtemberg : — always an 
ominous streak of gloom in that poor man ; streak which is spread now 


^ Walpole, George Sseond^ iii. 248 (in a sour Opposition tone) j etc. etc. 
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'i»'^iole;sMiea of boiling dartness^ owing to deliriums there have been I 
/Enough, -Karl Eugen, after divorcing his poor Wife, had distinguished 
himself by a zeal without knowledge, beuond almost all the enemies of 
Eriediieh ; — and still continues in -^at M li^le of industry. His poor 
Wife he has made miserable in some m#sure ; also himself ; and, in a 
degree, his poor soldiers and subjects, ymo are with him by compulsion 
in this Enterpxdse. The Wurtembergers are Protestants of old type ; and 
want no lighting against ^^thg Protestant Hero,” but much the reverse 1 
Serene Karl had to shoot a good few of these poor people, before they 
would march at all ; and his procedures were indeed, and continued to 
be, of a very crying nature, ®1;hough his poor Populations took them 
silently. Always something of perverse in this Serene Highness ; has 
it, I think, by kind. 

* Besides his quota to the Reich, Karl Eugen has 12,000 more on foot, 
— and it is of them we are treating at present In 1757 he had lent 
these troops to the Empress Queen, for a consideration ; it was they that 
stood on the Austrian left, at Leuthen; and were the first that got 
beaten, and had to cease standing, — as the Austrians were abundantly 
loud in proclaiming. To tlie disgust of Serene Highness : "^Vliich of 
you did stand, then ? Was it their blame, led as they were I ” argued he. 
And next year, 1758, after Crefeld, he took his 12,000 to the French 

subsidy,” or consideration, ^*'to be paid in salt/' it appears^); with 
whom they marched about, and did nothing considerable. Hie Serenity 
£ad pleaded, must command them myself I ” Yoji ? ” said Belleisle, 
and would not hear of it. Next year again, however, that is 1750, the 
Dufea^as positive,/^! must”; Belleisle not less so, You cannot” ; — 
till Minden fell out ; and then, in the wreck of Contades, Belleisle had 
to consent. Serenity of Wiirtemherg, at that late season, took the field 
accordingly ; and Broglio now has him at Fulda, To cut-off Ferdinand 
. from Gasser * : to thi’^en Ferdinand's left fiank and his provision-carts 
in that quarter. May%^lly become unpleasant there to Ferdinand ; — 

, and ought to he cut-out by the Hereditary Prince. ^^To Fulda, then, 
and cut him out J ” 

^ FuldUp Friday ZQith November 1759. Serene Highness is lying here for 
a week pa^iii^^ abundantly steong for the task on hand,— has his own 
12,000 supplemented by 1,000 French Light Horse ; — but is widely 
scattered withal, posted in a kind of triangular form ; his main posts 
being Fulda itself, and a couple ol others, each thix’ty miles fi*om Fulda, 
and five miles from one another, ^ with patrols Jo connect ^them,” 
better or worse. Abundantly strong for the task, and in perfect security ; 
and indeed intends this day to ^^fire metoria*' for the Catastrophe at 
^ Maxen, and in the evening will give a Ball in farther honour of so 
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salutary an event :—wIien^ about 9 a.m.^ news arrives at tbe gallops 

Brunswickers in full march ; are within an hour of the Town Bridge ! ” 
Figure to what flurry of Se^ne Highness; of the victoria-shooting 
apparatus ; of busy man-ifiilliimr people^ and the Beauty and Fashion of 
Fulda in general ! f 

^The hight before^ a rumour - of the French Post being driven 4 n by 
somebody^ had reached Serene Highness ; wlio gave some vague order, 
not thinking it of consequence. Here, howe^^er;, is the Fact come to hand 
in a most urgent and undeniable manner ! Serene Highness gets on 
horseback ; but what can that help ? One cannon (has nothing but light 
cannon) he does plant on the Bridge ; but see, here come premonitory 
bombshells one and another, terrifying to the mind; — and a single 
Hessian dragoon, plunging forward on the one unready cannon, and in 
the air making horrid circles, — the gunners leave said cannon to him, 
take to their heels ; and the Bridge is open. The rest of the affair can 
be imagined. Retreat at our swiftest, running flght,'' we would fain 
call it, by various roads ; lost two flags, two cannon ; prisoners were 
above 1,200, many of them Officers. A merciful Providence saved the 
Duke*s Serene Person from hurt,” say the Stuttgard Gazetteers : which 
was true, — Serene Highness having been inspired to gallop instantly to 
rearward and landward, leaving an order to somebody, Do the best 
you can I ” 

^ So that the Ball is up ; dress-pumps and millineries getting all locked^ 
into their drawers |gain, — with abundance of teehee-ing (I hope, mostly 
in a light vein) from the fair ci*eatures disappointed of their dance for 
this time. Next day Serene Highness drew farther back, and nes^ay 
again farther, — ^towards Frankenland and home, as the surest place ; — 
and was no more heard of in those localities.* ^ 


Making his first exit, not yet quite his fi-om the War- 
Theatre, amid such tempests of hahMng and teehee-ing. 
With what thoughts in his own lofty opaque mind ; — ^like 
a crowned mule, of such pace and carriage, who had unex- 
pectedly stepped upon galvanic wires ! — 

As to those poor Wurtembergers, and their notion of the 
‘ Protestant Hero,’ I remark farther, that there is a something 
of real* truth in it. Friedrich’s Creed, or Theory of the Uni- 
verse, diflered extremely, in many important points, from that 
of Dr. Martin Luther: but in the vital all-essential point, 

^ Buchhoiz, ii. 332; Mauvillon, ii. So; Hdden-G&schicUe^'^i. 11S4-1193 5 Old 
Newspapers, in Genthmards Magazim^ xxix. 603. v / 
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wliat we may call the neartVcore of all Creeds which are 
human, human and not simious or diabolic, the King and the 
Doctor were with their whole^heam one : That it is not 
allowable, that it is dangerous am abominable, to attempt 
believing what is not true. Irf that sense, Friedrfch, by 
-nature and position, was a Protestant, and even the chief 
Protestant in the woi'ldf What kind of ‘ Hero,’ in this big 
War of his, we are gradually learning ; — in which too, if you 
investigate, there is not "wanting something of ^Protedta7it 
Heroism,’ even in the narrow sense. For it does appear, — 
Maria Theresa having a real fear of God, and poor Louis a 
real fear of the Devil, whom he may well feel to be getting 
dangerous purchase over him, — some hope-gleams of acting 
upon Schism, and so meriting Heaven, did mingle with their 
high terrestrial combinations, on this unique opportunity, 
more than are now supposed in careless History-Books* 



What i$ Perpetual Pi^esident Maupertms doings all this WMlef 
^ Is he still in Berlin; or where in the Universe is he? Alas^ 
poor Maxipertuis I 

In the heat of this Campaign, ^July S7th,’ — some four 
days after the Battle of Zullichau, just while Friedrich was 
hurrying-off for that Intersection at Sagan, and breathless 
Hunt of Loudo]np!?^d Haddick, — poor Maupertuis had 
quitted this world. July 27th, 1759; at Basel, on the 
Swiss Borders, in his friend BernouilH’s house, after long 
months of sickness painfully spent there. And our poor 
PerpetuafTPresident, at rest now from all his Akakia burns, 
and pains and labours in flattening the Earth and otherwise, 
is gone. 

Many beautifuler men have gone within the Y^ar, of 
whom we can say nothing. But this is one whose grandly 
silent, and then occasionally fulminant procedures, Akakia 
controversies, Olympian solemnities and flamy pirouettings 
under the contradiction of sinners, we once saw ; and think ^ 
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with a kind of human pathos that we shall see no more. 
From his goose of an adorer. La Beaumelle, I have riddled- 
out the following partifeulars, chiefly chronological, — and 
offer them to susceptible waders. La Beaumelle is, in a sort, 
to be^ considered the speaker ; or La Beaumelle and this 
Editor in concert. 

Final Pilgrimings of the Perpetual President. ^ Maupertuis had quitted 
Berlin soon after Voltaire. That threat <4 visiting Voltaire with pistols, 
— to be met by ^‘^my syringe and vessel of dishonour” on Voltaire's part, 
— was his last memorability in Berlin. His last at that time ; or indeed 
altogether, for he saw little of Berlin farther. 

^End of April 1753, he got leave of absence; set-out homewards, for 
recovery of health. Was at Paris through summer and autumn: very 
taciturn in society; " preferred pretty women to any man of science”; 
would sententiously say a strong thing now and then, bitter but not 
without bonhomie f shaking slightly his yellow wig. Disdainful, to how 
high a degree, of Akakia brabbles, and Voltaire gossip for or against ! 
In winter went to St. Mulo ; found his good Father gone ; but a loving 
Sister still there. 

*'June 1754, the King wi'Ote to him, Veness mte^ Come quickly”: 
July 1754, he came accordingly,^ saw Berlin again ; did nothing notice^ 
able there, except^get worse in health ; and after eleven months, June 
1756, withdrew again on leave, — never to return this time, though he 
well intended otherwise. But at St. Malo, when, after a month’^^two 
of Paris, he got thither (Autumn 1756), and still more, next summer, 
1757^ when he thought of leaving St. Malo, — what wars, and rumours of 
war, all over the wnrid I 

^ June 1757^ he went to Bordeaux, intending t^ake ship for Hamburg, 
and return; but the sea was full of Englisli^uisers * (Pitt's Descents 
lying in store for St. Malo itself). ^No getting to Berlin by the 
Hamburg or sea route 1 Never mind, then,” wrote the King ; 

Improve your health; go to Italy, if you can.” 

^ Summer 1757, Maupertuis made for Italy ; got as far a^^oulouse ; — 
stayed there till May following ; sad, tragically stoical ; saying, sparingly, 
and rather to w^omen than men, stroi^ things, admired by the worthier 
sort. Renounced thoughts of Italy : Europe bleeding, and especially 
France and Prussia, how go idly touring.^' 

^ May 1768, Maupertuis left Toulouse ; turned towards Berlin ; slow, 
sad, circuitous ; — ^never to arrive. Saw Narbonne, Montpellier, Nimes ; 
with what meditations ! At Lyons, under honours sky-high, health 

^ CEuvres de Fr^diric^ xx. 49. 
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getting worse^ stays two months ; vomits clots of blood there. Thence, 
July 24th, to Neufch^tel and the Loi’d Mai’ischal ; happy there for three 
months. Hears there of Professor Konig'|death (AkaMa Konig) : One 
scoundrel less in the world,” ejac>*late^ he f ^^but what is one! — 
October 16th, to the road again, to Basel f stays perforce, in Berpiouillf s 
house there, ail Winter; health falling lower and lower. 

^ April 1759, one day he has his carriage at the door Homeward, at 
all rates!”); but takes violent spasms in the carnage can't; can no 
farther in this world. Lingers here, under kind care, for above three 
months more: dying slowly, np^st painfully. With much real stoicism; 
not without a stx]ff-jointed algebraic kind of piety, almost pathetic in its 
sort. Two Capuchins from a neighbouring Convent daily gave him 
consolations,” not entirely satisfactory ; for daily withal, unknown to 
the Capuchins, he made his Valet, who was a Protestant, read to him 
from the Geneva Bible”; — and finds many things hard to the human 
mind. July 27th, 1759, he died.'^ 

Poor Maupertuis ; a man of rugged stalwart type ; honest, 
of an ardour, an intelligence, not to be forgotten for La 
Beaumelle’s pulings over them. A man of good and even of 
high talent ; unlucky in mistaking it for the highest 1 His 
poor Wife, a born Borck, — hastening from Berlin, but again 
and again delayed by industry of kind friends, and at last 
driy^ on in spite of everything, — ^met, in the last miles, 
his Hearse and Funeral Company. Adieu, a pitying adieu 
to him forever, — and even to his adoring La Beaumelle, who 
is rather less a blockhead than he generally seems. 

This of the Tissq^^^^^Capuchins, the last consummation of 
collapse in man, is w^at Voltaire cannot forget, but crows 
over with his shrillest mockery; and seldom mentions 
Maupertuis without that last touch to his life-drama. 


Grand French Invasion-Scheme comes entirely to Wreck (Qui- 
heron Bay, 30th November 1759) : of Controller General 
Silhoitette^ and the Oidhoks of Franceyfnoncial and other 

On the very day of Maxen, Tuesday November gOth, the 
gi'and French Inv^ion found its terminus,— not on the shores 
^ La Beaumelle, Vie de Mm^ertuis^ pp. 196*216. 
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of Britain, but of Brittany, to its surprise* We saw Rodney 
burn the Flatbottom mamifactory at Hayre ; Boscawen chase 
the Toulon Squadroif, ti% it «ended on the rocks of Lagos* 
From January onwards, was then mentioned, Hawke had 
been keeping watch, off Brest Harbour, on Admiral Conflans, 
who presides there over muitifarioijs preparations, with the 
last Fleet France now has. At Vannes, where Hawke like- 
wise has ships watching, are multifarious preparations; new 
Flatbottoms, 18,000 troops, — could Conflans and they only 
get to sea. At the long last, they did get ; — in manner 
following : 

^ November 9tb, a wild gale of wind had blown Hawke out of sight ; 
away home to Torbay, for the moment. ^^Now is the time thought 
Corians, and put to sea (November 14th) ; met by Hawke, who had 
weighed from Torbay to his duty ; and who, of course, crowded every 
sail, after hearing that Conflans was out. At break of day, November 
20th * (in the very hours when poor Finck was embattling himself round 
Maxen, and Daun sprawling-up upon him through the Passes), ' Hawke 
had had signal, A Fleet in sight”; and soon after, Conflans in sight,* 
— and the day of Mai come. 

* Conflans is about the strength of Hawke, and France expects much 
of him; but he is not expecting Hawke. Conflans is busy, ^T^this 
moment, in the mouth of Quiheron Bay, opening the road for Vannes 
and the 18,000 ; — in hot chase, at the moment, of a Commodore Duff 
and his small Squadron, who have been keeping watch there, and are 
now running all they can. On a sudden^ to the^tonishraent of Conflans, 
this little Squadron whirls round, every ship*^ it (with a sky-rending 
cheer, could he hear it), and commences chasing! Conflans, taking 
survey, sees that it is Hawke ; he, sure enough, coming down ffom 
windward yonder at his highest speed ; and that chasing will not now be 
one's business ! — 

^ About 11 A,M. Hawke is here ; eight of his vanward ships are sweeping 
on for action. Conflans, at first, had# determined to fight Hawke ; and 
drew-up accordingly, and did try a little : but gi*adually thought better 
of it; and decided to take shelter in the shoaly boasts and nooks there- 
abouts, which were unknown to Hawke, and might ruin him if he should 
pursue, the day being short, and the weather extremely bad. Weather 
itself almost to be called a storm. Shoreward, then ; eastward, every 
ship ! ” became, ultimately, Conflans's plan. On fhe whole, it was 2 in» 
the afternoon before Hawke, witii those vanward Eight, cotj^ld get clutch 
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of Conrans. And truly he did then strike his claws into him in a 
thunderously fervid manner^ he and all ^ands^ in spite of the roaring 
weather : — a man of falcon^ or accipitral, nature as well as name. 

^Conflans himself fought well ; as*did certain of the others^ — all^ more 
or less^ so long as their plan continued steady: — thunderous mifxiellany 
of cannon and tempest ; Conflans with his plan steady^ or Condans with 
his plan wavering, versus those vanward Eight, for two hours or more* 
But the scene was too dreadful ; this ship sinking, that obliged to strike ; 
things all going awry for Conflans. Hawke, in his own Flagship, bore 
down specially on Conflans in Ms, — who did wait, and exchange a couple 
of broadsides; but then sheered off, finding it so heavy. French Vice- 
Admiral next likewise gave Hawke a broadside ; one only, and sheered 
off, satisfied with the return. Some Four others, in succession, did the 
like ; ^‘’One blast, as we hurry by ” (making for the shore, mostly) 1 So 
that Hawke seemed swallowed in volcanoes (though, indeed, their firing 
was very bad, such a flurry among them), and his Blue Flag was invisible 
for some time, and various ships were hastening to help him, — till a 
Fifth French ship coming up with her broadside, Hawke answered her in 
particular {La Buperhe^ a Seventy-four) with all his guns together ; which 
sent the poor ship to the bottom, in a hideously sudden manner. One 
other (the Th4see) had already sunk in fighting ; two (the Bokil and the 
Eeros) were already running for it, — the Eeros in a very tt?iheroic 
manner 1 But on this terrible plunge-home of the Buperbe^ the rest all 
made for the shore; — and escaped into the rocky intricacies and the 
dark nes s. Four of Conflans’s ships were abeady gone, — struck, sunk, or 
otherwise extinct,— when darkness fell, and veiled Conflans and his 
distresses. “ Country people, to the number of 10,000,” crowded on the 
shore, had been seen watching the Battle ; and, as sad witnesses of the 
White Flag’s disgrace,” disappeared into the interior.^ 

It was such a night "t^imen never witnessed before. Walpole says : 
^ The roaring of the elem§*nts was redoubled by the thunder from our 
ships ; and both concurred in that scene of horror to put a period to the 
Navy and hopes of France. Seven ships of the line got into the River 
Vilaine^ (laj;. there fourteen months, under strict watching, till their 
hacks were broken, ^ thumping against the shallow bottom every tide,’ 
and only ^ three, with three frigates,’ ever got out again); eight more 
escaped to different ports,* into Hie River Charente ultimately. Con- 
fians’s own ship and another were run on shore, and burnt. One wa took.* 
Two, with their crews, had gone to the bottom ; one under Hawke’s 
cannon ; one partly by its own mismanagement. ^ Two of ours were 
lost m the storm * (chasing that Bohil and E^ros)^ ^ hut the crews saved. 

• ^ Beatson, ii. 32^7*34? 5 and E, iii, 244-250. In G^nilemati^s Magazine (xxix* 
5S7)j * A Chaigam’s Letter/ etc. « 
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Lord Howe^ who attacked La Formidable^ bore-down on her with such 
violence^, that her prow forced-^ his lower tier of guns. Captain Bigby 
in the Dunkirk^ received 1^6 ii^% of twelve of the enemy's ships^ and lost 
not a man, Keppel's was fulX of “v^hter^ and he thought it sinking : a 
sudden squall emptied his ship ; but he was informed all his powder was 
wet; ^^Then/' said he^ am sorry I am safe." They came and told 
Mm a small quantity was undamaged; ^^Very well,” said he; ^^then 
attack again,” Not above eight of our ships were engaged in obtaining 
that decisive victory. The Invasion was heard of no moi*e.'^ 

Invasion had been fully intended^, and OBven^ in these final days_, con- 
siderably expected. In the old London Newspapers we read this notice : 
Monday November Idth: Today there came three Expresses,' — Three 
Expresses, with what haste in their eyes, testifying successively of 
Confians's whereabouts. But it was believed that Hawke would still 
manage. And, at any rate, Pitt w*ore such a look, — and had, in fact, 
made such preparation on the coasts, even in failure of Hawke, — there 
was no alarm anywhere. Indignation rather ; — and naturally, when the 
news did come, what an outburst of Illumination in the windows and 
the hearts of men I 

^ Hawke continued watching the mouths of the Vilaine and Charente 
Rivers for a good while after, and without interruption henceforth, — 
till the storms of Winter had plainly closed them for one season. 
Supplies of fresh provisions had come to him from England all Summer 
but were stopped •latterly by the wild weather. Upon which, in the 
Pleetj arose this gravely-pathetic Stave of Sea-Poetry, with a wrinjcle of 
briny humour grinning in it : 

‘ TiU Hawke did bang Monsieur Conflans' (Oonyfiang^ 

You sent us beef and beer ; 

Now Monsieur’s beat, we Ve nought to eat, ^ 

Since you have nought to fear.’ ^ 

The French mode of taking this catastrophe was rather 
peculiar. Hear Barbier, an Eyewitness ; dating Paris^ 
Decemb&i' 1759 : ‘ Since the first days of December,^ there has 
been cried, and sold in the streets, a Printed Detail of all that 

^ Walpole, George Second^ iii. 232. — Heie is the List, accurately riddled-out: 

X. Forn^dabhi struck {about 4 P.M.); 2. Thisie^ sunjc (by a tumble it made, 
while in action, under an unskilful Captain) : 3. Superhey sunk : 4. Heros^ struck ; 
could not be boarded, such weather ; and recommenced next day, but had to 
run and strand itself, and be burnt by the English ; — as did (5.) the Sohil Roycd 
(Confians’s Flagship), Conflans and crew (like those of the .ST/m) getting out 
in time. * « 

^ Beatson, ii. 342 n. • ^ 
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people, there is nothing for it but,’ in fact, Suspension of 
Payment; actual Temporary Bankruptcy: — ^Cannot pay 
you ; part of you ncH: for a ^ear, others of you not till the 
War end ; will give you 5 per-cent interest instead.’ Coupled 
with which, by the same creative genius, is a Declaration in 
the King’s name, ^That the King compels nobody, but does 
invite all and sundry of loyal mind to send their Plate (on 
loan, of course, and with due recel^it for it) to the Mint to 
be coined, lest Majesty come to have otherwise no money,’ — 
his very valets, as is privately known, having had no wages 
from him for ten months past. 

Whereupon the rich Princes of the Blood, Due d’Orleans 
foremost, and Official persons, Pompadour, Belleisle, Choiseul, 
do make an effort ; and everybody that has Plate feels un- 
easily that he cannot use it, and that he ought to send it. 
And, November 5 th, the King’s own Plate, packed ostenta- 
tiously in carts, went to the Mint; — -the Dauphiness, noble 
Saxon Lady, had already volunteered with a silver toilet-table 
of hers, brand-new and of exquisite costly pattern; but the* 
King forbade Rer. On such examples, everybody had to 
make an effort, or uneasily try to make one. King Frie^rfch, 
eight days after Maxen, is somewhat amused at these pro- 
ceedings in the distance : 

^The kettles and spoons of the French seem to me a 
pleasant resource for caiTying on 1 ’ writes he to 
D’Argens.^ ^ A bit of mummery to act on the public feeling, 
I suppose. The result of it will be small : but as the Belle- 
isle Letters^ (taken in Contades’s baggage, after Minden, and 
printed by Duke Ferdinand for public edification) ^make 
always such an outcry about poverty, those people are trying 
to im;|^ose on their enemies, arid persuade them that the 
carved and chiselled silver of the Kingdom will suffice for 
making a vigorous Campaign. I see nothing else that can 
have set them on imagining the farce they are now at. There 
is Munster taken from them by the Ei^lish-Hanoverian 
^ * Wiisdruf, 28th November (Euvres da F7‘idinc^ xix* 108. 
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people ; it is affirmed that the French, on the 25th, quitted 
- Giessen, to inarch on Friedberg anc\ repass the Rhine" (might 
possibly have done so; — but the Hereditary Prince and 
his 12,000 come to be needed elsewhere!) — ^Poor we are 
opposite our enemies here, cantoned in the Villages about ; 
the last truss of straw, ^ the last loaf of bread will decide 
which of us is to remain in Saxony, And as the Austrians 
are extremely squeezed together, and can get nothing out of 
Bohmen," — one hopes it will not be they 1 

All through November, this sending of Plate, I never knew 
with what net-result of moneys coinable, goes on in Paris ; 
till, at the highest tables, there is nothing of silver dishes 
left ; — and a new crockery kind (rather clumsy ; ^ culs 
as we derisively call them, pigment of bottom part being black) 
has had to be contrived instead. Under what astonishments 
abroad and at home, and in the latter region under what 
execrations on Silhouette, may be imagined. ^ Tout le moncle 
jure heaiicoup conire M» de Silhouette^ All the world swears 
*much against him," says Barbier ; — -but I believe probably he 
was much to be pitied : ^ A creative genius, you ; and this is 
wlmtTyou come to ? " 

November 22d, the poor man got dismissed ; France swear- 
ing at him, I know not to what depth; but howling and 
hissing, evidently, with all its might. The very tailors and 
milliners took hinr-^p, — trousers without pockets, dresses 
without flounce or fold, which they call a la Silhouette ; — 
and, to this day, in France and Continental Countries, the 
old-fashioned Shaclow-Prolile (mere outline, and vacant black) 
is practically called a silhouette. So that the very Dictionaries 
have him ; and, like bad f^Couiit Reinhart, or Reynard^ of 
earlier date, he has become a Noun Appellative, and ^is im- 
mortalised in that way. Tlie first of that ccmsiderable Series 
of Creative Financiers, Abbe Terray and the rest, — brought 
in successively with blessings, and dismissed with cursings and 
, hissings, — ^who end in Calonne, Lomenie de Brienne, and 
what Mirabeau Pere called General Overturn {CulbuteT^ 
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Ghiiraky Thitherward, privately, straight towards the 
General Overturn, is France bound ; — and will arrive in about 
thirty years, ** 

Friedrich^ strange to say^ publishes (March — June 1760) an 
Edition of Ms Poems. Question^ ^ Who lerote Matinees 
du Roi de Preiisse ? ’ — for ihe^ second^ and positively the 
last Time 

In this avalanche of impending destructions, what can be 
moi’e surprising than to hear of the Editing of Poems on his 
Majesty’s part ! Actual publication of that (Euvre de Poesie^ 
for which Voltaire, poor gentleman, suffered such tribulation 
seven years ago. Now coming out from choice : Reprint of 
it, not now to the extent of twelve copies for highly special 
friends, but in copious thousands, for behoof of mankind at 
large I The thing cost Friedrich very little meditating, and 
had become necessary, — and to be done with speed. 

Readers recoPect the CEuvre de Pohk^ and satirical hits 
said to be in it. At Paris, about New-yearis time 1760, 
some helpful Hand had contrived to bring out, under the 
pretended date ^ Potsdam,’ a cheap edition of that interesting 
Work.^ Merely in the way of theft, as appeared to cursory 
readers, to D’Argeiis, for example : hut, in deeper fact, for 
the purpose of apprising certain Crowiijd' Heads, friendly and 
hostile, — -Czailsh Majesty and George n. of England the 
main two, — what this poetising King was pleased to think of 
them in his private moments, D’Argens declares himself 
glad of this theft, so exquisitely clever is the Book. But 
Friedrich knows better: ^Marchpl7th, when a Copy of it 
came to him,’ Friedrich sees well what is meant, — and what 
he himself has to do in it. He instantly sets about making 
a few suppressions, changes of phrase; sends the thing to 

^ * CEuvres du Philosoj^lie de Sans-SoucP : i vol. 1 21110, Potsdam’ [Parish in 
"^truth), * 1760,’ 

^ His Letter to the King, CEuvres de Fr^dCnc^ xSx. 133, • 
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D’Argens: ‘Publish at once, with a little prefatory word.’ 
And, at the top of his speed, D’4i‘gens has, in three- weeks 
time, the suitable Avant-jmpos^ o/ Avk an Lihraire^ 
‘circulating in great quantities, especially in Londqn and 
Petersburg’ (‘Thief Editor has omitted; and, what is far 
more, has malignantly hiterpolated : here is the poor idle 
Work itself, not a Counterfeit of it, if anybody care to read 
it ’), and an Orthodox Edition ready.^ The diligent Pirate 
Booksellers, at Amsterdam, at London, copiously reproduced 
this authorised Berlin Edition too, — or added excerpts from 
it to their reprints of the Paris one, by -way of various-read- 
ings. And everybody read and compared, what nobody will 
now do ; theme, and treatment of theme, being both now so 
heartily indifferent to us. 



Who the Perpetrator of this Parisian maleficence was, 
remained dark; — and would not be worth inquiring into at 
all, except for two reasons intrinsically trifling, but not quite 
Vithout interest to readers of our time. First, that Voltaire, 
whom some suspected (some, never much Friedrich, that I 
he^r^of), appears to have been perfectly innocent; — -and 
indeed had been incapacitated for guilt, by Schmidt and 
Preytag, and their dreadful Frankfurt procedures ! This is 
x^eason first; poor Voltaire mutely asking us, Not to load 
him with more sins his own. Reason second is, that, by 
a singular opportunity^ there has, in these very months,^ a 
glimmering of light risen on it to this Editor; illustrating 
two other points as well, which readers here are acquainted 
with, some time ago, as riddles of the insignificant sort. The 
Demon Newswrite7\ with \is Idea’' of Friedrich, and the 
‘ Matinhs du lioi dc Prusse ’ : readers recollect both those 

' C$.me out April 9th ’ (see Mitchell^ ii. 153), ' and a second jRner Edition in 
June^: in (Emres de Fr^d 4 ric, p. x. xix. 137 138; especially in /Vmw, 

i. 467, 46S (if you will compare him with himself on these different occasions, 
and patiently wind-out his bit of meaning), all manner of minutest details. « 
® Spring 1:^63. 
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Productions ; both enigmatic as to authorship ; — -but both 
now become riddles which#, can more or less be read. 

For the surprising -scircumstance (though in certain periods, 
when the realm of very Chaos reemerges, fitfully, into upper 
sunshine now and then, nothing ought to surprise one as 
happening there) is, That, only a few months ago, the incom- 
parable Matmees (known to my readers five years since) has 
found a new Editor and reviver. Editor illuminated ‘ by the 
Secretary of the Great Napoleon,^ ^by discovery of manu- 
scripts,’ ^ by the Due de Rovigo,’ and I know not what ; 
animated also, it is said, by religious views. And, in short, 
the Matinies is again abroad upon the world, — ^your London 
Edition twice reprinted in Germany, by the Jesuit party since’ 
(much good may it do the Jesuit party 1) — a Matinks again 
in comfortable circumstances, as would seem. Probably the 
longest-eared Platitude now walking the Earth, though there 
are a good many with ears long. Unconscious, seemingly, 
that it has been killed thrice and four times already; and 
that indeed, except in the realm of Nightmare, it never waa 
alive, or needed any killing; belief in it, doubt upon it (I 
must grieve to inform the Due de Rovigo and honoj^r^ble 
persons concerned), being evidence conclusive that you have 
not yet the faintest preliminary shadow of correct knowledge 
about Friedrich or his habits or alFairs, and that you ought 
first to try and acquire some. 

To me argument on this subject would have been too un- 
endurable. But argument there was on it, by persons capable 
and willing, more than one : and in result this surprising 
brand-new London mooncalf of a Matinees was smitten 
through, and slit in pieces, for the fifth time, — as if that 
could have hurt it much! Mii ter DimmJieit^ sings Schiller; 
^ Human Stupijjity is stronger than the very Gods.’ How- 
ever, in the course of these new inspections into matters long 
since obsolete, there did, — what may truly be considered as a 
kind of profit by this Resuscitating of the iuooncalf Matineh 
' upon afflicted mankind, and is a net outcome from it, real, 
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though very small, — some light ri^ as to the origin and 
genesis of Matinees ; some twiiik|.es of light, and, in the 
utterly dark element, did disclose other monstrous extinct 
shapes looming to right and lett of said monster : and, in a 
word, the Authorship of Matinks^ and not of Matinees only, 
becomes now at last faintly visible or guessable. To one of 
those industrious Mataddrs, as we may call them. Slayers of 
this mooncalf for the fourth or fifth time, I owe the following 
Note ; which, on verifying^ I can declare to be trustworthy : 

^The Author of MatuweSi it is nearly certain^’ says my Correspondent, 
^is actually a de Bonneville/' — contrary to what you wrote five 
yeai's a^o.^ Not indeed the Bonneville who is found in Dictionaries, 
who is visibly impossible ; but a Bonneville of the preceding generation, 
who was Marechal de Saxe's Adjutant or Secretary, old enough to have 
been the Uncle or the Father of that revolutionary Bonneville. Marechal 
de Saxe died November 30th, 1750 ; this senior Bonneville, still a young 
man, had been with Mm to Potsdam on visit there. Bonneville, conscious 
of genius, and now out of employment, naturally went thither again ; 
lived a good deal there, or went between France and there : and authentic 
History knows of him, by direct evidence, and by refiex, the following 
Ihree Facts (the second of them itself threefold), of which I will distin- 
guish the indubitable from 4he inferentially credible or as good as 
certftipr: 

^ 1®. Indubitable, That Bonneville sold to Friedrich certain Papers, 
military Plans, or the like, of the late Marechal, and w^as paid for them ; 
but by no moans met tbe recognition his genius saw itself to merit. 
These things are certain, though not dated, or datable except as of the 
year 1750 or 1751. Aft^ which, for above twenty years, Bonneville 
entered upon a series of aC^ventures, caliginous, underground, for most 
part,' soldiering in America," ^^wndting anonymous Pamphlets or 
Books/' roaming wide over the world ; and led a busy but obscure and 
uncertain life, hanging hy Berlin as a kind of centre, or by Paris and 
Berlin as his two centres ; and had a miscellaneous series of adventures, 
subterranean many of them, unigminous all of them, not courting the 
light; which lie now in naturally a very dark condition. Dimly dis- 
cernible, however, in the general dusk of Bonneville?, dim and vague of 
outline, but definitely steady beyond what could have been expected, it 
does appear farther, — what alone entitles Bonneville to the least memory 
here, or anywhere in Nature now or henceforth, — 

' : ..' n r- , t ii — — ^ - ■ ' ■ ' ^ " 

^ A.D. 1858 i. i 6 g- 7 o). 
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Inferentialiy credibl^j That^ shortly after that first rebuff in 
Potsdam^ he, not anothei', in 1752 , was your Demon Newswriter,' whom 
we gazed at, some time sincej devoutly crossing ourselves, for a little 
while !. ■ ^ ^ ^ 

^ Likewise that, in 1759 - 60 , after or before his American wanderings, 
he, theisame Bonneville, as was suspected at the time,^ stole and edited 
this suiTeptitious mischief-making CSmres du Fhilomplie de Sam’-Souci 
(Paris or Lyon, pretending to be Potsdcjiu,*" January 1760 ),' which we 
are now considering 1 ^ Encouraged, probably enough, by Choiseui 

himself, who, in any case, is now known to have been the promoter of 
this fine bit of mischief/ — and who may thereupon ' (or may as probably, 
not ^thereupon,' if it were of the least consequence to gods or men) 
^have opened to Bonneville a new military career in America? Career 
wliich led to as good as nothing; French soldiering in America being 
done for, in the course of 1700 . Upon which Bonneville would return 
to his old haunts, to his old subterranean industries in Paris and Berlin. 

^ And that, finally, in 1705 , he, as was again suspected at the time,^ he 
and no other, did write those Matiiives^ wliich appeared next year in 
print ( 1766 ), and many times since ; and have just been reprinted, as a 
surprising new discovery, at London, in Spring 1863 . 

^3®. Again indubitable, Tliat eitJier after or before those Editorial 
exploits, Bonneville had sold the JViarechal de Saxe’s Plans and Papers, 
which were already the King’s, to some second person, and been ^ 
second time paidi for them. And w^as, in regard to this Swindling 
exploit, found out ; and by reason of that* sale, or for what reason is not 
known, was put into Spandau, and, one hopes, ended his life thei^/^ 


^ ‘ Nicolai, Ueher Zimmermanns Fragmented i. iSi, 182, iL 253, 254. Sketch 
of what is authentically known about Bonneville : suspected both of Matinhs 
and of the Stolen FditionF^ 

® Choiseurs own Note, ‘To M» de ]Malesherl;^s, Directenr de la Lihraireg 
loth December 1759: **By every method screen the King’s Government from 
being suspected ; — and get the Edition out at once.” ’ (Published in the Constu 
tutionneld 2d December 1850, by M. Sainte-Beuve ; copied in Preuss, CEmres 
de FridiriCd xix. 168 fu) 

^ ‘Nicolai, uH supr ^ besides him, only the two following references, 
out of half a cartload ; I®. Bachaumont, M^noires secretes, ‘‘71h February 1765” 
(see Bryrbier, DkHonnatre des AnonymeSd § Matinees}, who calls Maiindes 
development of t}ie»/dJe de la FersmmSd^ etc. (that is, of your Demon News- 
writer ; already known to Bachaumont, this it seems, as well as the 

Matinees in Manuscript). 2“. Letter of Grimm to Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha’ 
{our Duchess), ‘ dated ‘‘ Paris, 15th April 1765 ” : not in printed Correspondanet 
de Grimnh but still in the -Archives of Gotha, in company with a ms. of 
Matiniesy probably the oldest extant (see, — in the Grenzboten Periodical, * 
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, f Esict No % which alone concerns |us here^ — and which, in 
its three successive stages, does curiously cohere with itself 
and with other things, — cornes^ therefore, not by direct light, 
which indeed, by the nature of the case, would be impossible. 
Not by direct light, but by various reflex lights, ancl con- 
vergence of probabilities old and new, which become the 
stronger the better they are examined ; and may be considered 
as amounting to what is called a moral certainty, — ^ certain 
enough for an inquiry of that significance. To a kind of 
moral certainty: kind of moral consolation too; only One 
individual of Adam’s Posterity, not Three or more, having 
been needed in these multifarious acts of scoundrelism ; and 
receiving payment, or part payment, so prompt and 
appropriate, in the shape of a permanent cannon-ball at his 
ankle. 

This is the one profit my readers or I have yet derived 
from the late miraculous Resuscitation of Matinees Royales ; 
the other items of profit in that Enterprise shall belong, not 
'Jo us in the least measure, but to Bonneville, and to his well 
or ill-disposed Coadjutors and Copartners in 1:he Adventure. 
Adieu^to it, and to him and to them, forever and a day ! 


Peace-Negotiations ho'pefvH to Friedrich all through Winter ; 
but the French worCU Voltaire^ and his Style qf Corre<- 
spending 

This Winter there was talk of Peace, more specifically than 
ever. November 15th, at the Hague, as a neutral place, 
there had been, by the two Majesties, Britannic and Prussian, 

f. 

Leipzig, 1863, pp. 473-484, 500-519, — JiC* Samwer, who is Chief Malleus of this 
hew London mooncalf, and will inform the curious of every particular). * 

Matinees was first printed 1766 (no place), and seven or Sight times since, in 
different Countries ; twice or thrice over, as ‘ an interesting new discovery ’ 
very wearisome to this Editor j who read Matinies (in poor London print, that 
too) many years ago, — with complete satisfaction as to Matiniesy and sincere 
;^wish not to touch it again even with a pair of tongs and has since had three 
* priceless MS. of it ^ offered him, at low rates, as a guerdon to merit. 
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oiEcial Declaration^ ^ We| for our part, deeply lament these 
horrors^ and are ready to -H:reat of Peace,’ This Declaration 
was presented November IStt^ 1759, by Prince Ltidwig of 
Brunswick (Head General of the Dutch, and a Brother of 
Prince Perdinand our General’s, suitable for such case), to the 
Austrian-Erench Excellencies at the Hague. By whom it 
had been received with due politeness, * Will give it our pro- 
foundest consideration’ — which indeed the French, for some 
time, privately did; though the Austrians privately had no 
need to do so, being already fixed for a negative response to 
the proposal But hereby rose actual talk of a ^ Congress ’ ; 
and wagging of Diplomatic wigs as to where it shall he. 

^ In Breda,’ said some ; ^ Breda a place used to Congresses.’ 
‘Why not in Nanci here.?’ said poor old Ex-Polish Stanis- 
laus, alive to the calls of benevolence, poor old Titular soul. 
Others said ‘ Leipzig ’ ; others ‘ Augsburg ’ ; — and indeed in 
Augsburg, according to the Gazetteers, at one time, there 
were ‘upholsterers busy getting ready the apartments,’ So 
that, with such rumour in the Diplomatic circles, the ^ 
Gazetteer and oflter world was full of speculation upon Peace; 
and Friedrich had lively hopes of it, and had been hoping 
three months before, as we transiently saw, though again it 
came to nothing. All to nothing ; and is not, in itself, 
worth the least attention from us here, — a poor extinct fact, 
loud in those months and filling the whole world, now silent 
and extinct to everybody, — except, /^deed, that it oifers 
physiognomic traits here and there of a certain King, and of 
those about him. For wdiich reason we wall dwell on it a 
few minutes longer. 

Nobody, in that Winter 1759-60, could guess where, or 
from w^hom, this big world-interefting Peace-Negotiation had 
its birth ; as eve«:ybody now can, when nobody now is curious 

^ Declaration (by tbe two Majesties) that they are ready to treat of Peace, 
15th November i 7 S 9 > presented by etc, (as above) ; Answer from France, in 
^tingy terms, and not till 3d April 1760 1 are in London Gazette : in Gentleman^ s 
■ Magazine^ xjyx, 603, xxx, 188 ; in etc» etc. ^ 












OB the question ! At Sagan^ in Sfptembei' lost, we all saw 
the small private source of it, its fet outspurt into daylight ; 
and read Friediich's Answers to Vcjjtaire and the noble 
Duchess on it: — for the sake of which Two private Cor- 
respondents, and of Friedrich’s relation to them, possibly a 
few more Excerpts may still have a kind of interest, now 
when the thing correspofided on has ceased to have any. To 
the Duchess, a noble-minded Lady, beautifully zealous to 
help if she could, by whose hand these multifarious Peace- 
Papers have to pass, this is always Friedrich’s fine style in 
transmitting them. Out of many specimens, following that 
of Sagan which we gave, here are the Next Three : 


Friedrich to the Diwhess of Sachsen-Gotha (Three other 
Letters on the ^ Peace ’) 


‘ Wilsdi’uf, Slst November 17o9* (day after Maxen, surrender 
was this morning,— of which he has not heard). 


^ Madam, — ^Nothing but ypur generosities and your indulgence could 
Justifp-my incongruity * in troubling you with the Enclosed).. 

^ You will have it, Madam, that I shall still farther abuse those bounties, 
which are so precious to me ; at least remember that it is by your order, 
if I forward through your hand this Letter, which does not merit such 
honour. 

^ Chance, which so insolently mocks the projects of men, and delights 
to build up and then pufrvdown, has led us about, thus far, — to the end 
of the Campaign’ (not quite ended yet, if we knew), ^The Austrians 
are gii't-in by the Elbe on this side j I have had two important Magazines 
of theirs in Bohemia destroyed’ (Kleist’s doing). ^ There have been 
some bits of fighting (affaires), that have turned entirely to our advan- 
tage : — so that I am in hopes of^/orcing M. Daun to repass the Elbe, to 
abandon Dresden, and to take the road for Zittau and Bohemia. 

^ I talk to you, Madam, of what I am surrounded wjth ; of what, being 
in your neighbourhood, may perhaps have gained your attention, ,I 
could go to much greater length, if my heai-t dared to explain itself 
on the sentiments of admiration, gratitude and esteem, with which 
I am,— Madam my^ Cousin, — Your most faithful Cousin, Friend and 
Servant. — 1? » f 




180 LIKE TO BE OVEBWHELMED [BOOK Xix. . 

^ [Nov. I75g-March 1760 


lifl' 


187 


CHAP. VIIL] IN WINTER-QIJARTERS 

Nov. i75g-Marcli 1760] 

2 

* ‘Freyberg, ISth. Decettiber 1759. 

^Madam^ — Y ou spoil rOd so by y^ur indulgence^ you so accustom me 
to have obligations to you, that I reproach myself a hundred times with 
this presumption. Certainly I should not continue to enclose these- 
Letters to your care, had not I the hope that perhaps the Correspondence 
may be of some use to England, and even to Europe, — for without doubt 
Peace, is the desirable, the natural and happy state for all Nations. It is 
to accelerate Peace, Madam, that I abuse ]gour generosities. This motive 
excuses me to myself for the incongruity of my procedures. 

^The goodness you have to take interest in my situation obliges me to 
give you some account of it. We have undergone all sorts of misfortune ; 
here’ (Maxen, what not), ^at the moment we were least expecting them. 
NeveHheless, there remains to us courage and hope ; here are Auxiliaries’ 
(Hereditary Prince and 12,000) ^ on the point of arriving ; there is reason 
to think that the end of our Campaign will he less frightful than seemed 
likely three weeks ago. May you. Madam, enjoy all the happiness 
that I wish you. May all the woxdd become acquainted with your 
virtues, imitate them, and admire you as I do. May you be persuaded 
that . • . — F.’ 

8 

^ * Freyberg, 16th February 1760. 

^ Madam, — It is to my great regret that*I importune Your Highness 
so often with my Letters. Your bounties. Madam, have spoiled Me 
it mil teach you to he more chary of them to others. I regard you as 
an estimable Friend, to whose friendship I have recourse in straits. The 
question is still Peace, Madam ; and were not the object of my im- 
portunities so beautiful. Madam, I should be inexcusable.’— Goes then 
into practical considerations, about ^Cocceji’ (King’s Aide-de-Camp, 
once Keith’s, who carries this Letter), abou^ ^ Herr von Edelsheim,’ a 
^Bailli de Froulay,’ and the possible ^C(|:pditions of Peace^’— -not of 
consequence to us just now.^ 

As to Voltaire again, and the new Friedrich- Voltaire Style 
of Correspondence, something more of detail will be requisite. 
Ever since the black days of 1757, wlieii poor Wilhelniiiia, 

^ CEuvres de FrH^rk^ xviii, 174, 173, 172. Correspondence on this subject 
lasts from 22d September 1759 to Sth May 1760; ib, pp. 1 70-1 86. In that 
final Letter of Sth May is the phrase, hardly worth restoring to its real owner- 
,, , ^ ship, though the context considerably redeems it therej—'^he prejudice I can’t 
. ^et rid of, that, in war, Dimt est pour Us gro$ escadronsd 
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with Bossbach and Leuthen still hidden from her in a future 
gloomy as death, desperately brought Voltaire to bear upon 
Cardinal Tencin in this matter, withr^ut success, there has 
been a kind of regular corresponding between Voltaire and 
Briedrich ; characteristic on both sides. A pair of" Lovers 
hopelessly estranged and divorced; and yet, in a sense, 
unique and priceless to one another. The Past, full of 
heavenly radiances, which issued, alas, in flames and sooty 
conflagrations as of Erebus, — ^let us forget it, and be taught 
by it 1 The Past is painful, and has been too didactic to 
some of us : but here still is the Present with its Future ; 
better than blank nothing. Pleasant to hear the sound of 
that divine voice of my loved one, were it only in common- 
place remarks on the weather, — perhaps intermixed ^vith 
secret gibings on myself : — let us hear it while we can, amid 
those world-wide crashing discords and piping whirlwinds 
of war. 

Friedrich sends his new Verses or light Proses, which he is 
" ever and anon throwing-off ; Voltaire sends his, mostly in 
print, and of more elaborate turn : they talk" on matters that 
are passing round them, round this King, the centre of them, 
— ^Friedrich usually in a rather swaggering way (lest his 
Correspondent think of blabbing), and always with something 
of banter audible in him ; — as has Voltaire too, but in a finer 
treble tone, being always female in this pretty duet of parted 
lovers. It rarely comc&s to any scolding between them ; but 
there is or can be nothing of cordiality. Nothing, except in 
the mutual admiration, which one perceives to be sincere on 
both sides ; and also, in the mutual practical estrangement : 
^Nothing more of you,— r^specially of Madam, — as a 

practical domestic article 1 ’ 

After long reading, with Historical views, in tins final 
section of the Friedrich-Voltaire Correspondence, at first so 
barren otherwise and of little entertainment, one finds that 
this too, when ance you ca7i ^ read’ it (that is to say, when 
the scene^and its details are visible to you), becomes highly^ 


■it : 
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dramatic^ Shakspearean-l|omic or more, for this is Nature'^s 
self, who far excels eveJi Shakspeare ; — and that the in- 
extricably dark condition of tihese Letters is a real loss to 
the ingenuous reader, and especially to the student of Fried- 
rich. "" Among the frequently - recurring topics, one that 
oftenest turns-up on Vo]taire‘‘s sid^^ is that of Peace : Oh, 
if your Majesty would but make Peace ! Does it depend on 
me ? thinks Friedrich always ; and^is, at last, once provoked 
to say so : 


Friedrich to Voltaire 

* Reich-Hennersdorf , 2d July 1759 ? (sliorUy before SohmSttseifeu, 
while waiting Daun’s slow movements) 

^Asking me for Peace: there is a bitter joke!'-— (In verse, this f 
flings-off a handful of crackers ou the Bien-^Aime^ whose Chamberlain 
you are, on the Ilongi^oise qu'il adore, on the Russian qm fahhorre ; — then 
continues in prose) : 

^ It is to him,' the Well-beloved Louis, "^that you must address your- 
self, or to his Amboise in Petticoats ' (his Pompadour, acting the Cardinal-i* 
Premier on this c^casion). ^But these people have their heads filled 
with ambitious projects : these people ard the difficulty ; they wish to 
he the sovereign arbiters of sovereigns; — and that is what persons of 
my way of thinking will by no means put-up with. I love Peace quite 
as much as you could wish ; but I want it good, solid and honourable, 
Socrates or Plato would have thought as I do on this subject, had they 
found themselves placed in the accursed position which is now* mine 
in the world. 

^ Think you there is any pleasure in leadi^^ this dog of a life' {cMenne^ 
she-dog)? ^In seeing and causing the Mitcheiy of people you know 
nothing of; in losing daily those you do know and love ; in seeing per- 
petually your reputation exposed to the caprices of chance ; in passing 
year after year in disquietudes and apprehensions ; in risking, without 
end, ^’•our life and your fortune ? ^ 

^ I knpw right w^ell the value of tranquillity, the sweets of society, the 
charms of life ; ai?d I love to be happy, as much as anybody whatever. 
But much as I desire these blessings, I will not purchase them by base- 
nesses and infamies. Philosophy enjoins us to do our duty,; faithfully 
to serve our Country, at the price of our blood, of our repose, and of 
^every sacrifice that can be required of iis. The ilfustrious Zadig went 
through a good many adventures which w'ere not to his \jBi^i%£!andide the 


190 LIKE LO BE** OVERWHELMED [book xix. 

« [Nov. 1759-March 1760 

Hke : axid nevertheless took their misfortine in patience. What finer 
example to follow than that of those herotss } 

^Take my word^ our ^^curt jackets as youncall them' (habits ecourtSs, 
peculiar to the Prussian soldier at that time)^ ^ are as good as your red 
heelsj as the Hungarian pelisses, and the green frocks of the Boxelans' 
(Russians). ^ We are actually on the heels of the latter' (at least poor 
Dohna is, luid poor Dictator ji'Pedell will be, not with the effect antici- 
pated 1) — ^ who by their stupidities give us fine chance. You will see I 
shall get out of the scrape this Year too, and deliver myself both from 
the Greens and the Dirty-^T^iites ' (Austrian colour of coat). ^My 
neighbour of the Sacred Hat, — I think, in spite of Holy Father's bene- 
diction, the Holy Ghost must have inspired him the reverse way ; he 
seems to have a great deal of lead in his bottom. * * F / 1 

Voltawe m answer 

* The Polices/ guessed to be some time in ® August 1759.’ 

^ In whatever state you are, it is very certain that you are a great 
man. It is not to w^eary your Majesty that I now write ; it is to confess 
myself,— on condition you will give me absolution ! I have betrayed 
you ; that is the fact ' — (really guilty this time, and haw shown some- 
thing of your writing ; as your Majesty, oh how unjustly, is often sus- 
''pecting that I do, and with mischievous intention, instead of good, ah. 
Sire 1) — ^In fact, I have received that fine Marms- Aurelius^* Letter' 

(Letter, we have just read) \ ^ exquisite Piece, though with biting 
JmenaV* qualities in it too; and have shown it, keeping hack the 
biting parts, to a beautiful gillfiirt of the Court, minandiew * (who seems 
to he a Mistress of ChoiseuFs), ^ who is here attending Tissot for her 
health : minaudiere charmed with it ; insists on my sending it to Choiseul, 
admires the King of Prussia, as he does all nobleness and genius ; 
send it 1 " And I did ; — and look here, what an Answer from 

Choiseul ' (Answer lost) ; may it not have a fine effect, and perhaps 
bring Peace — Oh, forgive me, Sire. But read that Note of the great 
man, ^^Try if you can decipher his writing. One may have very 
honest sentiments, and a great deal of esprit^ and yet write like a 
cat” 

^ Sire, there was once a lion and a mouse (rat) ; the mouse fell in love 
with the lion, and went to pay him court. The lion, tired of ft, gave 
him a little scrape with his paw. The mouse withdrew into his mouse- 
hole (souricywre ) ; but he still loved the lion ; and seeing one day a net 
they were spreading out to catch the lion and kill him, he gnawed asunder 
one mesh of it the mouse kisses very humbly your beautiful 


^ (Entires de Erid^iCi xxiii. 53 . 
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claws^ in all submissiveness will nevex* die between two Capuchins^ 
asj at the mastiff (dogue)%of St Male has done’ ( 27 th July last). 
^ Pie would have wished to die beside his lion. Believe that the mouse 
was more attached than the mastiff/— Y/ 

To which we saw the Answer, pair of Answers, at Sagan, 
in September last. This Note froa^ Choiseiil, conveyed by 
Voltaire, appears to have been the trifling well-spring from 
which all those wide-spread watei^ of Negotiation flowed. 
Pitt, when applied to, on the strength of Friedricl/s hopes 
from this small Document of ChoiseuPs, was of course ready, 
‘ How welcome every chance of a just Peace ! ’ and agx’eed 
to the Joint Declai'ation at the Hague; and took what 
farther trouble I know not, — probably less sanguine of suc- 
cess than Friedrich. Friedrich was ardently industrious in 
the affair ; had a great deal of devising and directing on it, 
a great deal of corresponding with Voltaire and the Duchess, 
only small fractions of which are now left. He searched-out, 
or the Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha did it for him, a proper 
Secret Messenger for Paris f Secret Messenger, one Baron von 
Edelsheim, properly veiled was to cgnsult a certain Bailli de 
Froulay, a friend of Friedrich’s in Paris ; — which loyal-limrted 
Bailli did accordingly endeavour there ; but made-out nothing. 
Only much vague talking ; part of it, or most of it, subdolous 
on ChoiseuPs side. Pitt w'ould hear of no Peace which did 
not include Prussia as well as England : some said this was 
the cause of failure ; — the real cause yfas that Choiseul never 
had any serious intention of succef^ing. Light Choiseul, 
a clever man, but an unwise, of the sort called ^ dashing^,’ 
had entertained the matter merely in the optative form, — and 
when it came nearer, wished to it for making mischief 
between Pitt and Friedrich, and for worming-oiit Edelsheim’s 
secrets, if he had any, — for which reason he finally threw 
Edelsheim into the Bastille for a few days.^ 

About the end of March I guess it to have been that 

^ ^ CEuvres de Fr^d 4 ric, jsxiii. 59, 60. 

" In CEuvn$,de Fridiric^ v, 38*41, detailed account of the 
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by way of worming-out ^poor Edelsheim’s secrets, 
flung Mm into the Bastille for day or two. Already in 
December foregoing, we have ^en Choi^^eurs Black- Artist busy 
upon the Stolen Edition of Friedrich’s Verses. A Choiseul 
full of intrigues; adroit enough, ambitious enough; rest- 
lessly industrious in making mischief, if there were nothing, 
else to be made; who greatly disgusted Friedrich, now and 
afterwards. ^ 

And this was what the grand Voltaire Pacification came to, 
though it filled the world with temporary noise, and was so 
interesting to Voltaire and another. What a heart-affecting 
generosity, humility and dulcet pathos in that of the poor 
Mouse gnawing asunder a mesh of the Lion’s net ! There is 
a good deal of that throughout, on the Voltaire side, — that 
is to say, while writing to Friedrich. But while writing of 
him, to third parties, sometimes almost simultaneously, the 
contrast of styles is not a little startling; and the beautiful 
affectionately-chirping Mouse is seen suddenly to be an injured 
Wild-cat with its fur up. All readers of Voltaire are aware 
of this ; and how Voltaire handles his Luc ’ (mysterious 
nicki^me for King Friedrich\ w^hen Luc’s back is turned. 
For alas, there is no man or thing but has its wrong-side 
too; least of all, a Voltaire, — doing treble voice withal, if 
you consider it, in such a Duet of estranged Lovers ! 
Suppose we give these few Specimens, — treble mostly, and 


a few of bass as well, ----to illustrate the nature of this Duet, 
and of the noises that went on round it, in a war-convulsed 


world ? And first of ail, concerning the enigma ^ What is 
Luc.?’ 




What the Luo in Voltaire is ’ Shocking explanations have been hit 
upon: but Wagniere {Wagner^ an intelligent Swiss man), Voltaire’s old 
Seeretarf, gives this plain reading of the riddle : ^ M- de Voltaire had, at 
The Polices’ (near by Feriiey, till the Chateau got built), ^ a big Ape, of 
excessively mischievous turn ; who used to throw stones at the passers- 
by, and sometimes would attack with its teeth friend or foe alike. One 
day it thrice over ^it M. de Voltaire's own leg. He had called it Luc 
fhuke) ; and in conversation with select friends, as also in Letters to 
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sucii^ he sometimes designated the King of Prussia by that nickname : 
'‘He is like my Luc here ; bitel^ whoever caresses him V — In 1756 M. de 
Voltaire, having still on his heart the Frankfurt Outrage, wrote curious 
MSmoires* (ah, yes, Vie P7%6e ) ; ^an 4 afterwards wished to burn them ; 
but a Copy had been stolen from him in 1768 ,* — and they still afflict the 
poor worid. 

To the same effect speaks Johannes von Muller : ^Voltaire had an 
Ape called Luc ; and the spiteful man, in thus naming the King, meant 
to stigmatise him as the mere ape of greater men ; as one without any 
greatness of his own/ — ^No ; Luo was itjischievous, flung stones after 
passengers ; had, according to Clogenson, ^bitten Voltaire himself, 
while being caressed by him ' ; that was the analogy in Voltaire's mind, 
Preuss says, this Nickname first occurs ^ 12 th December 1757 / Suppose 
11th December to have been the day of getting one's leg bitten thrice 
over; and that, in bed next morning, — stiff, smarting, fretful against 
the sad ape«tricks and offences of this life, — before getting up to one's 
Works and Correspondences, the angry similitude had shot, slightly 
fulgui-ous and consolatory, athwart the gloom of one's mood ? ^ That 
will account for Luc. 

Many of the Voltaire-Friedrich Letters are lost ; and the remainder lie 
in sad disorder in all the Editions, their sequence unintelligible without 
lengthy explanation. So that the following Snatches cannot well be 
arranged here in the way qf Choral Strophe and Antistrophe, as would 
have been desirably. We shall have to group them loosely under heads ; 
with less respect to date than to subject-matter, and to the reader's 
convenience for understanding them.- ^ 

Voltaire on Friedrich^ to different TJdrd-Parties^ 
during this War 

To HArgental (Has not yet heard of Leuthe% which happened five days 
before). * * have tasted the vengean/e of consoling the King of 
Prussia, and that is enough for me. He gies beating on the one side, 
and getting beaten on the other : except for another miracle ' (like 
Eossbach) ^he will be ruined. Better have really been a philosopher, 
as be pretended to be.' ^ ^ 

To thmBeverend Comte de Bernis (outwardly still our flourishing Prime- 
Minister, by grace •of Pompadour, hut soon to be extinguished under a 

• ^ Longchamp et Wagni^re, Mimaires^ i. 34 ; Johannes von Mllller, Werk& 
(i2’mo, Stuttgart, 1821), xxxi. 140 {Letters to his Brother^ No. 218, ^ July 1796’); 

^Clogenson’s Note, in (Euvres de Voltaire ^ Ixxvii. 103 ; Pi'cjuss, ii. 71. 

® CBuvres de Voltaire, Ixxvii. 139 (f The D^Uces, loth December J757 % 
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Eed Bate is six days before ^ I cannot imagine 

how some people have gone into suspecting that my heart might have the 
weakness to lean a little towards whom you know^ towards my Ingrate 
that was 1 One is hound to have ^oliteness^; but one has memory as 
well; — and one is attached^ as warmly as superfluously, to the Good 
Cause, which it belongs only to you to defend. Cei-tain it is, poor I am 
not like the three-fourths of the Germans in these days ' (since Bossbaeh^ 
above all) I ‘I have everywhere seen Ladies'~Fans with the Prussian 
Eagle painted on them, eating the Fleur-de^Lis the Hanover Horse 
giving a kick to M. de Eichel>eu*s bottom ; a Courier carrying a bottle 
of Queen-of-Hungary Water to Madame de Pompadour. My Nieces 
shall certainly not have that fashion of Fans, at my poor little I)ilice$^ 
whither I am just returning/ ^ - 


To Madame d’Argental (on occasion of Minden : Kunersdorf three 
days ago, but not yet heard of). * * ^ Truly, Madame, when M. de 
Contades leads to the butchery all the descendants of our ancient 
chevaliers, and sets them to attack eighty pieces of cannon’ (not in 
the least, if you knew it; the reverse, if you knew it), — ^as Don 
Quixote did the windmills I This horrible day pierces my soul. I 
am French to excess, especially since those new favours' (not worth 
mentioning here), ‘ which I owe to my divine Angels and to M. le Due 
„de Choiseul. “ 

‘ Luc, — you know who Luc is ' (as do we), — ^ is probably giving Battle 
to the Austrians and Russians ' {Euneredorfs 12tb ; three days ago, did 
it, and^'was beaten to your mind), ^at the moment while I have the 
honour of writing to you ; at least, he told me such was his Royal, 
intention. If they beat him, as may happen, what a shame for us to 
have been beaten by the Duke of Brunswick 1 I wish you knew this 
Duke ’ (as I have done ; a Duke of no esprit^ no gift of tongue, in fact 
no talent at all that I could discern), ^ you would he much astonished ; 
and would say, ^^The people whom he beats must be great block- 
heads.” The truth of the Vfact is, that all these troops are better- 
disciplined than ours : ' ^ — Yes indeed, my esteemed Voltaire ; and also, 
perhaps, that esprit^ or gift of tongue, is not the sole gift for Battles 
and Campaigns ? — 

To D'Argentcd (seventh day after Eunersdorf: ^ mouse upon lion’s 
net’ nearly contemporaneous). ^At last, then, I tjhiuk my Russians 
must be near Great Glogau ’ (might have been, one thinks, after such 
a Kunersdorf ; did not start for a month yet ; never could get very 

^ (Euvres de FoUaire^ Ixxvii. 35 (« Soleiue, 19th Avgust 1758 ’}. 

* Jh Ixxviii, 1S6, J87 ('B^liceSj 15th August 1759’). ^ 
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near at all). ^Who would Imve thought that Barbarina (Mackenzie’s 
Dancer once ; sent to Glogali^ Cocceji and she, when their marriage 
became public) ^was going to be besieged by the Russians, and in 
Glogau : Oh Destiny ! — » 0 

don’t love Luc, far from it: I never will pardon him his infamous 
procedure with my Niece’ (at Frankfurt that time); ^ nor the face he has 
to write me flattering things twice a month ; without having ever repaired 
his wrongs. I desire much his entire humiliation, the chastisement 
of the sinner; whether his eternal damnation, I don’t quite know.’ ^ 
(Hear, hear !) — ^ 

To the same (a month after Mawen i ^ Peace ’ Negotiation very lively). 

* ^Meanwhile, if Luc could be punished before this happy Peace 3 
If, by this last stroke of General Beck’ (tussle with Dierecke at Meissen, 
4th December, capture of Dierecke and 1,500 ; stroke not of an over- 
whelming nature, but let us be thankful for our mercies), ^ which has 
opened the road from the Lausitz to Berlin’ (alas, not in the least), 
^some Haddick could pay Berlin a visit again I ^You see, in Ti'agedy 
I wish always to have crime punished. 

^ There is talk of a great Battle fought the 6th ’ (not a word of truth 
in it) Hietween Luc and him of the Consecrated Hat ; said to have been 
very murderous, I interest myself very much in this Piece ’ now playing 
under the Sun. ^ Whenever the Austrians have any advantage, Kaiinitz 
says to Madam de Bentinck’ (Jitigant wandering Lady, known to 
at Berlin and elsevdiere), ^ Write that to our Friend Voltaire/’ When- 
ever Luc has the least success, he tells* me, I have battered the 
oppressors of mankind.” Dear Angel, in these horrors I am tise only 
one that has room to laugh : — and yet I don’t laugh either ; owing to the 
Culs-Noirs ’ (base crockery ; one’s Dinner Plate all vanished 2), to the 
Annuities, Lotteiies, and to Pondichery, — for I am always afraid about 
that latter ! ’ (Going, that, for certain ; going, gone, and your East 
Indies along with it I ) ^ 

To Perpetual Secretary Formey (in a ^ Letter left with me '). 

^Health and peace. Monsieur ; and hQ'Sec^Mtaire Fternel Your King is 
always a man unique, astonishing, inimitable. He makes charming verses, 
in times when another could not write a line of prose ; he deserves to be 
happy : but will he he so ? And if not/^what becomes of you } For my 
own part, 1 will not die between two Capuchins. Hardly worth while, 
exalting one’s soi^l for such a future as that, Wliat a stupid and 
detestable farce this world is ! 


^ CEuvres de Voltaire Ixxviii. X95 (* 19th August 1759 0 * ® Suprh, p. 17S. 

® (Etmres de Voltaire ^ Ixxviii. 346 (‘ 22 dDec. I7S9’)* * 

^ /A Ixxviii, 348 (from Somenirs d^un Citoyen^ i. 302), ^iith Jah. 1760/ 
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, <But^ my dear Angel, you will see on T^sday the great man who has 
turned my head (dont je siiis fou\ M. le Due de Choiseul. The Letters 
he honours me with enchant me. Qpd will blftss him, don't doubt it,'-— 
after all ! ^ We have at Pondichery a Lally, a devil of an Irisl spirit,— 
who will cost me, sooner or later, above 20,000 livres annually ' (have 
rents in our India Company^ say 1,000/. a year, as my Angels know), 
which used to be the readiest item of my Pittance. But M. le Due 
de Choiseul will triumph over Luc in one way or other ; then what 
joy I I suppose he shows yoii|^my impertinent reveries. Do you know, 
Luc is so mad, that I don't despair of bringing him to reason' (per- 
suading him to give-up Cleve, and knuckle as he should, in this Peace 
Aifair). ^That were what I should call the true Comedy I I should like 
to have your advices on the conduct of that Dramatic Piece. 

The late ^ mouse ' gnawing its mesh of net, what a subtle and mighty 
hunter has it grown I This, of Cleve, however, and of knuckling, would 
hot do. Hear the stif Answer that comes : ^ Conditions of Peace,” do 
you call them } The people that propose such can have no wish to see 
Peace. What a logic theirs! might yield the Country of Clbye, 
because the inhabitants are stupid 1 " What would your Ministei*s say 
if one required the Province of Champagne from them, because the 
Proverb says, Ninety-nine sheep and one Champagner make a Hundred 
^head of cattle.' 2 — - 

Again to D'Argental (three or four months after ; J^uc having proved 
obstinate, and still unsuccessful), ^ I conjure you make use of all 

your ebquence to tell him ' (the supreme Due de Choiseul), ^that if Luc 
misgo, it wiU be no misfortune to France. That Brandenburg will 
always remain an Electorate ; that it is good there be no Elector in it 
strong enough to do without the protection of our King ; and that all 
the Princes of the Empire will always have recourse to that august pro- 
tection’ (Most Christian Majesty's) ^contra laquila grifagna , — were the 
Prussian Kingship but abo^shed. Mta bene^ if Luc were discomfited 
this Year, we should have P^ce next Winter. 


To supreme Choiseul (a year later). * * ^ He has been a bad man, 
this Luc; and now, if one were to bet, — by the law of probability 
it would be 3 to 1 that Luc will go to pot {sera perdu), with his 
rhymings and his hanterings, and Ms injustices and politics, all as bad 
as himself.' * t 


^ (Bums de Voltaire^ Ixxviii. 375 Delices, 15th February 1760’). 

® Friedrich to Voltaire, ‘Freyberg, 3d April 1760*; CEuvres de Frediric, 
xxiii. 73, 74, ^ ® CEuvres de Voltaire, Ixxix. no ('July 1760’), 

4 /A Ixxx. 313^^ (' Chateau de Ferney, 13th July 1761 *). 
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Voltaire on surrounding Oh^ects^ chiefly on Maupertuis^ 
and the Battles 

To If Alembert (in the Rossbach-Leuthen interval; on the Battle of 
BreslaUf 22d November 1767 ; called by the Austrians Malplaq[uet,’ 
and believed by Voltaire to be a Malplaquet and more). ^ * ^Tbe 
Austrians do avenge us^ and bumble ns ' (us, and our miserable Ross- 
bachs), ^ in a terrible manner. Thirteen aftacks on the Prussian intrench- 
ments, lasted six hours ; never was Victory bloodier, or more horribly 
beautifur (in the brain of certain men). ^ We pretty French fellows, 
we are more expeditious, our job is done in five minutes. The King of 
Prussia is always writing me Verses, now like a desperado, now like a 
hero ; and as for me, I try to live like a philosopher in my hermitage. 
He has obtained what he always wished : to beat the French, to be 
admired by them, to mock them ; but the Austrians are mocking him 
in a very serious way. Our shame of November 5th has given him glory ; 
and with such glory, which is but transient and dearly bought, he must 
content himself. He will lose his own Countries, with those he has 
seized, unless the French again discover * (which they will) ^the secret of 

losing all their Armies, as they did in 1741.* ^ 

# ' , 

To CMrauty the Mathematician (Maupertuis lately dead), ^ An excel- 
lent Treatise, this you have sent me, Moil^ieur ‘'Your war with the 
Geometers on the subject of this Comet appears to me like a war^ of the 
gods in Olympus, while on Earth there is going on a fight of dogs and 
cats.' * * ^ Would to Heaven our friend Moreau-Maupertuis had 
cultivated his art like you! That lie'^d predicted comets, instead of 
exalting his soul to predict the future ; of dissecting the brains of giants 
to know the nature of the soul ; of japanning people with pitch to cure 
them of every malady ; of persecuting Konig'^ and of dying between Two 
Capuchins' (dead three weeks ago, on thosf;''terms, poor soul)! 2 

To B" Alembert (a week later). * * ^ What say you of Maupertuis 
dying between two Capuchins ! ^ He was ill, this long while, of a 
repletion of pride ; hut I had not reckdied him either a hypocrite or an 
imbecilej I don't advise you ever to go and fill his place at Berlin ; yon 
would repent that* I am Astolpho warning Roger (Ruggiero) not to 
trust himself to the Enchantress Alcina ; but Roger was unadvisable,’^ 


^ (Emres de Foltazre, Ixxvii. 133-4 (‘D^lices, 6th December 1757,’ day after 
Leuthen). • 

^ Ixxviii. i9 i{*D 61ices, 19th August 1759'). 

® IL Ixxviii. 197 ('Delices, 25th August 1759'). ♦ 
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To the same (two years later : Luc^ on. ^rtain grounds, may as well be 
saved)* ^With regard to Luc, though rhave my just causes of anger 
against him, I own to you, in my^ quality o{ Frenchman and thinking 
being, I am glad that a certain most Orthodox House has not swallowed 
Germany, and that the Jesuits are not confessing in Berlin. Over 
towards the Danube superstition is very powerful/ * * ^ The inf dme* 

^ You are well aware tfeat I speak of superstitition only ; for as to 

the Christian religion, I respect and love it, like you. Courage, 
Brethren 1 Preach with forc^ and write with address ; God will bless 
you. — Protect, you my Brother, the Widow Calas all you can ! She is 
a poor weak-minded Huguenot, but her Husband was the victim of the 
White Penitents. It is the concern of Human Nature that the Fanatics 
of Toulouse be confounded/ (The case of Calas, second act of it, getting 
on the scene : a case still memorable to everybody. Stupendous bit of 
French judicature ; and Voltaire's noblest outburst, into mere transcen- 
dent blaze of pity, virtuous wrath, and determination to bring rescue and 
, help against the whole world .) ^ 

Friedrich to Voltaire^ hejbre mid during these Peace 
Negotiations 

At Schmotisei/enj Jive days before Zidlichau^ ten daye before that hunt of 
Loudon and Eaddick (Voltaire, under rebuke for indiscretion, has been 
whimpering a little. ^ My discreet Niece burnt those last verses, Sire ; 
no danger there, at least!' Truculent Bishop Something-ao tried to 
attack your Majesty ; but was done for by a certain person). Friedrich 
answers: ^In truth, you ax’e a singular creature. When I think of 
scolding you, you say two words, and the reproach expires. Impossible 
to scold you, even when you deserve it.' * 

^ As to your Niece, let her burn me, or roast me, I care little. Nor 
are you to think me so sensitive to what your Bishops in io or in ac may 
say of me. I have the lot of all actors who play in public ; applauded by 
some, despised by others. One must prepare oneself for satires, for 
calumnies, for a multitude of Jies, which will be sent abroad into cur- 
rency against one : but need that trouble my tranquillity ? I go my road ; 
I do nothing against the interior voice of my conscience; anj I con- 
cern myself very little in what way my actions paint themselves in the 
brain of beings, not always very thinking, with two legs and without 

feathers.' 2 


1 CSuvres de Voltaire, Ixxviii. 52, 53 (« Ferney, 28th November 1762'), ^ 

» < Scbmgttseifen, iSth July 1759 ' ; (Euvres de Fridiric, xxiii. 55, 56. 
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At Wilsdruff just before Mamn (an exultant exuberant curious Letter ; 
too long for insertion^ — of it given above). * * ^For your 
Tragedy of Soorate^ thanks. At Paris they are going to burn it; the 
wretched foolS; — not awaift that absurd fanaticism is their dominant vice. 
Better burn the dose of medicine^ however; than the useful Doctor. I, 
can I join myself to that set? If I bite you, as you complain, it is 
without my knowledge. But I am surrounded with enemies, one hitting 
me, another pricking me, another daubing me with mud ; — ^patience at 
last yields, and one dies abroad into a general rage, too indiscriminate 
perhaps.^ ^ 

^You talk ot my Verses on Rosshach^(my Adieu to the Hoopers on 
finding their Bridge burnt ^). ^ This Campaign I have had no beatific 

vision, in the style of Moses. The barbarous Cossacks and Tartars, 
infamous to look at on any side, have burnt and ravaged countries and 
committed atrocious inhumanities. This is ail I saw of them. Such 
melancholy spectacles don’t tend to raise one’s spirits.’ (Breaks-off into 
metre:) ^ La Fortune inconstante et jiere, Fortune inconstant and proud 
Does not treat her suitors Always in an equal manner, Tliose fools 
called heroes, who run the country, 

“ Ces fous nommds hdros, et qui Gourent les champSt 
Couverts de sang et de pousdere^ 

Voltaire^ n^ont paBjiom les am 
Lafaveur de voir le derrUre 
Deleurs ennemis insolentsJ* 

Can’t expect that pleasure every year | ^ 

^Maupertuis, say you?’ ^ Don’t trouble the ashes of the dead; let 
the grave at least put an end to your unjust hatreds. Reflect that even 
Kings make peace after long battling; cannot you ever make it? I 
think you would be capable, like Orpheus, of descending to Hell, not to 
soften Pluto and bring back your beautiful Emilie, but to pursue into 
that Abode of Woe an enemy w^hom your wrath has only too much 
persecuted in the world: for shame 1’ rebukes him, more than 
once elsewhei'e, in very serious terms. ' 

In Winter-quarters, on Peace and the Stolen Edition. (Starts in verse, 
which we abridge :) ^ With how many laurels you have covered yourself 
in all the fields of Literature I One Isforel yet is wanting to the brow of 
Voltair^. If, as the crown of so many pex'fect works, he could by a 
skilful manoeuvre bring back Peace, I, and Europe with me, would think 
that his masterpiece 1 ’ (Takes to prose :) 

“^This is my thought and all Europe’s. Virgil made as fine Verses aa 


^ Supra, vol. vi. p. 281, 

® CEuvrts de Fr/d4nc, xxiii, 61*65 (^Wilsdruf, I7tli November 4 ;i 7 S 9 ’)- 
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jm ; but lie never made a Peace. It will be a distinction you will have 
over all your brethren of Parnassus^, if yoi/succeed. 

know not who has betrayed me, and thought of printing' (the 
Edition ; — ^not you, surely !) ‘' a pa«k of rhapsodies which were good 
enough to amuse myself, but were never meant for publication. After 
all^ I am so used to treacheries and bad manoeuvres,* — what matters this 
insignificant one? 

^ 1 know not who the Bredow is ' (whom you speak of having met) ; 
^ but he has told you true. The sword and death have made frightful 
ravages among us. And the worst is, we are not yet at the end of the 
tragedy. You may judge what eifect these cruel shocks made on me. 
I wrap myself in my stoicism, the best I can. Flesh and blood revolt 
against such tyrannous command ; but it must he followed. If you saw 
me, you would scarcely know me again : I am old, broken, grey-headed, 
wrinkled ; I am losing my teeth and my gaiety ; if this go on, there will 
be nothing of me left, but the mania of making verses, and an inviolable 
attachment to my duties and to the few virtuous men whom I know.*^ 

In Winter-quarters^ a month later (comes still on * Peace * again). * ^ 
* I will have you paid that bit of debt * (perhaps of postage or the like), 
Hhat Louis of the Mill {Louis du Moulin^ at Fontenoy, who got upon a 
Windmill with his Dauphin, and caught that nickname from the common 
men) ^may have wherewithal to make war on me. Add tenth-penny 
.^tax to your tax of twentieth-penny ; impcse new capitations, make titular 
offices to get money ; do, in a word, whatever you lil^e. In spite of all 
your efforts, you will not get a Peace signed by my hands, except on 
conditilSns honourable to my Nation. Your people, blown-up with self- 
conceit and folly, may depend on these words. Adieu, live happy ; and 
while yon make all your efforts to destroy Prussia, think that nobody has 
less deserved it than I, either of you or of your French.* ^ 

8tiU in Winter-quarters (on ^ Peace * still ; but begins with ^Maupertuis,* 
which is all we will give). ^ What rage animates you against Maupertuis ? 
Yon accuse him of having published that Furtive Edition, Know that 
his Copy, well sealed by him*;^ arrived here after his death, and that he 
was incapable of such an iiidistjretion. (Breaks into verse ;) 




‘ Leave in peace the cold joshes of Maupertuis : 

Truth can defend him, and will. 

His soul was faithful and noble ; 

He pardoned you that scandalous Akalda {ce vil liheUe 

Qm votre furewr trirninelle 

Frit min chez moi de griffoner ) ; he did 

And you ? Shame on such delirium as Toltaire’s t 

^ CEunres (U ^r^dinc, xxiii, 69 (‘Frey berg, 24th Feb. 1760’), 
^ Ik xxiii, 72 (‘Freyberg, 20th March 1760^). 
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What, this beautiful, what, this grand genius, 

Whom I admired wit^ transport. 

Soils himself with calumny, and is ferocious on the dead ? 

Flocking togethe^fc in the air^ttering cries of joy, 

^ Vile ravens pounce-down upon sepulchres, 

And make their prey of corpses ’ 

Blush^ repent^ alas I 

These Specimens will suiSce. ^ The King of Prussia ? ’ 
Voltaire would sometimes say : ‘'*tle is as potent and as 
malignant as the Devil ; but he is also as unhappy, not 
knowing friendship,’^ — having such a chance, too, with some 
of us ! 

Friedrich has sent Lord Marischal to Spain : other Jhnd 
Hopes of FriedricKs 

In the beginning of this Year, 1759, Earl Marischal had 
been called out of his Neufchatel stagnancy, and launched 
into the Diplomatic field again ; sent on mission into Spain, 
namely. The case was ihh : Ferdinand vi, of Spain (he who** 
would not pay iFriedrich the old Sjganish debt, but sent him 
merino rams, and a jar of Queen-lDowager snuiF) had^fallen 
into one of his gloomy fits, and was thought to be dying ; — 
did, in fact, die, in a state nearly mad, on the 1 0th August 
following. By Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and by all manner 
of Treaties, Carlos of Naples, his tIalf-Brother (Termagant’s 
Baby Carlos, whom we all knew), was to succeed him in 
Spain ; Don Philip, the next Brother, now of Parma and 
Piacenza, was to follow as King in l^aples, — ceding those two 
litigious Duchies to Austria, after all. Friedrich, vividly 
awake to every chance, foresaw, infetse of such disjunctures in 
Italy, good likelihood of quarrel there. And has despatched 
the experienced old Marischal to be on the ground, and have 
his eyes open, Marischal knows Spain very well ; and has 
often said, ‘He left a dear old friend there, the Sun.’ 
Marischal was under way, about New-year’s time; but 
^ingel•ed by the road, waiting how Ferdinand would^tuxm,— 
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and having withal an important business of his own, as he 
sauntered on. Did not arrive, I mink, till Summer was at 
hand, and his dear Old Friendo coming ^ut in vigour. 

August 10th, 1759, Ferdinand died; and the same day 
Carlos became King of Spain. But, instead of giving Naples 
to Don Philip, Carlos g^ve it to a junior Son of his own ; 
and left poor Philip to content himself with Parma and 
Piacenza, as heretofore. 431ear against the rights of Austria; 
Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle is perfectly explicit on that point ! 
Will not Austria vindicate its claim ? Politicians say, Austria 
might have I’ecovered not only Parma and Piacenza, but the 
kingdom of Naples itself, — no France at present able to 
hinder it, no Spain ever able. But Austria, contrary to 
expectation, would not : a Country tenacious enough of its 
rights, real and imaginary; greedy enough of Italy, but of 
Silesia much more ! The matter was deliberated in Council 
at Vienna ; but the result was magnanimously, No. ^ Finish 
this Friedrich first; finish this Silesia. Nothing else 
^ till that !’ 

The MarischaFs legationary function, therefore, proved a 
sinecure; no Carlos needing Anti- Austrian assistance from 
Friedrich or another; Austria magnanimously having let him 
alone. Doubtless a considerable disappointment to Fried- 
rich. Industrious Friedrich had tried, on the other side of 
this affair, Whether the King of Sardinia, once an ad- 
venturous fighting kind of man, could not be stirred up, 
having interests involved ? But no ; he too, grown old, 
devotional, apprehensive, ‘‘held by his rosaries, and answered. 
No. Here is again a hope reasonable to look at, but which 
proves fallacious, % 

Marischal continued in Spain, corresponding, sending news 
(the Prussian Archives alone know what), foF xiearly a couple 
of years.^ His Embassy had one effect, which is of interest 
to us here. On his way out, he had gone by London, with a 

^ Returned * April ^^762’ (FriedricFs Letter to him, ^loth April 1762’: % 
(Emres xx. 285). 
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view of getting legal abijolution for his Jacobitism^ — so far, 
at least, as to be able to inherit the Earldom of Kintore, 
which is likely to fall •vacant soon. By blood it is his, were 
the Jacobite incapacities withdra^vn. Kintore is a cadet 
branch^of the Keiths ; ^ John, younger Son of William Sixth 
Lord Marischal,’ was the first Kintore, William Sixth’s 
younger Son, yes ; — and William’s Father, a man always 
venerable to me, had (a.d. 1593) Sounded Marischal College, 
Aberdeen, — where, for a few, in those stern granite Countries, 
the Diviner Pursuits are still possible (thank God and this 
Keith) on frugal oatmeal. MarischahCollege Keith, or Fiflh 
Lord Marischal, was grandfather’s grandfather of our Potsdam 
Friend, who is tenth and last*^ Honour to the brave and 
noble, now fallen silent under foot not of the nobler ! In a 
word, the fourth Kintore was about dying childless ; and 
Marischal had come by London on that heritage business. 

He carried, naturally, the best recommendations. Britannic 
Majesty, Pitt and everybody met him with welcome and 
furtherance ; what he wished was done, and in such a style^ 
of promptness and cordiality, Pitt pushing it through, as 
quite gained the heart of old Marischal. And it 4s not 
doubted, though particulars have not been published, That 
he sent important Spanish notices to Pitt, in these years ; — 
and especially informed him that King Carlos and the French 
Bourbon had signed a Family Compact (15th August 1761), 
or solemn covenant, to stand-by one another as brothers. 
Which was thenceforth, to Pitt privately, an important fact, 
as perhaps we shall see ; though to other men it was still 
only a painful ruxnour and dubietv. ViTiether the old Mari- 
schal informed him, That King Cferlos hated the English ; 
that never had, in his royal mhid, forgiven that insult of 
Commodore Matin’s (watch laid on the table, in the Bay of 
Naples, long ago), I do not know ; but that also was a fact, 
A diligent, indigiiant kind of man, this Carlos, I am told ; 
^by no means an undeserving King of Spain, though his 
^ Douglas’s ScaU/i Pe^rage^ pp. 448 et seq. , 387 et seq. 
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Portraits declare him an ugly : we will leave him in the dis- 
creet MarischaFs hands, with the dear Old Friend shining 
equally on both. ^ 

Singular to see how, in so veracious an intellect as Fried- 
rich’s, so many fallacies# of hope are constantly entertained. 
War in Italy, on quarrel with King Carlos; Peace with 
France and the Pompad^r, by help of Edelsheim and the 
Bailli de Froulay ; Peace with Russia and the iinfame Catin^ 
by help of English briberies (Friedrich sent an agent this 
winter with plenty of English guineas, but he got no farther 
than the Frontier, not allowed even to try): sometimes, as 
again this winter, it is hope of Denmark joining him (in 
alarm against the Russian views on Holstein ; but that, too, 
comes to nothing) ; above all, there is perennially, budding-out 
yearly, the brighter after every disappointment, a hope in the 
Grand Turk and his adherencies. Grand Turk, or failing 
him, the Cham of Tartary,— for certain, some of these will 
be got to fasten on the heels of Austria, of Russia; and 
create a favourable diversion? Friedrich took an immense 
deal of trouble about this latter hope. It is almost pathetic 
to see with what a fond tenacity he clings to it ; and hopes 
it over again, every new Spring and Summer.^ 

The hope that an mfdme Catin might die some day (for 
she is now deep in chaotic ailments, deepish even in brandy) 
seems never to have struck him ; at least there is nowhere 
any articulate hint of i^, — the eagle-flight of one’s imagina- 
tion soaring far above such a pettiness ! Hope is very 
beautiful ; and even fallacious hope, in such a Friedrich. 
The one hope that did not deceive him, was hope in his own 
best exertion to the very death ; and no fallacy evejj for a 
moment slackened him in that. Stand to ^thyself : in the 
wide domain of Imagination, there is no other certainty of 
help. No other certainty; — and yet who knows through 
what pettinesses E[ea\'en may send help 1 ^ 

^ P/euss, it 121 et seq., 292 etc.; Schoning, ii, iil passim. 
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CJB[AET,ER IX 

PRELIMINARIES TO A FIFTH CAMPAIGN 

It was April S5th before Friedricb quitted Freyberg, and 
took Camp ; not till the middle of June that anything of 
serious Movement came. Much discouragement prevails in 
his Army, we hear : and indeed, it must be owned, the 
horoscope of these Campaigns grows yearly darker. Only 
Friedrich himself must not be discouraged ! Nor is ; — ^though 
there seldom lay ahead of any man a more dangerous-looking 
Year than this that is now dimly shaping itself to Friedrich, 
His fortune seems to have quitted him; his enemies are more 
confident than ever. 

This Year, it seems, they have bethought them of a new 
device against him. ^ We have 90 million Population,’ count 
they ; ‘ he has hardly 5 ; in the end, he must run-'Out of 
men ! Let us cease exchanging prisoners with him,’ At 
Jagemdorf, in A|)ril 1758 (just before our march to Olmutz), 
there had be^n exchange ; not without haggles ; but this was 
the last on Austria’s part. Cartel of the usual kind, values 
punctually settled : a Fieldmarshal is worth 3,000 common 
men, or 1,500Z.; Colonel worth 130 men, or 65?.; common 
man is worth 10s. sterling, not a high figure,^ The Russians 
haggled still more, no keeping of them to their word ; but 
they tried it a second time, last yea^.* (October 1759); and 
by careful urging and guiding, were^ §ot dragged through it, 
and the prisoners on both sides sent to their colours again. 
After which, it was a settled line^ of policy, No more ex- 
changing or carteling; we will starve him out in that 
article And Jiad Friedrich had nothing but his own 5 
millions ..to go upon, though these contributed liberally, he 
had in truth been starved out. Nor could Saxony, with 
Mecklenburg, Anhalt, Erfurt, and their 10,000 men a year, 

^ ^ ^ Archenholtz, ii. 53. 
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have supplied hinij— ^liad not there/ says Archenholtz (a 
man rather fond of superlatives), — * 

■■■' . ■■■■ ■ ■■ ti ' 

— ^Had not there risen a Recruiting system/ or Crimping system, ^the 
like of which for kind and degree was never seen in the Earth before. 
Prisoners, captive soldiers, if at all likely fellows, were by every means 
persuaded, and even compelied, to take Prussian service. Compelled, 
cudgel in hand,’ says Archenholtz (who is too indiscriminating, I can 
see, —for there were Philzers, y^iirtembergers, Reichsfolk, who had 
been compelled the other way): ^not asked if they wished to serve, but 
dragged to the Prussian colours, obliged to swear there, and fight against 
their countrymen.’ Say at least, against their countrymen’s Governors, 
contumacious Serene Highnesses of Wurtemberg, Mecklenburg and the 
like. Wiirtemherg, we mentioned lately, had to shoot a good few of his 
first levy against the Protestant Champion, before they would march at 
all I — I am sorry for these poor men ; and wish the Reich had been what 
it once was, a Veracity and Practical Reality, not an Imaginary Entity 
and hideously contemptible Wiggery, as it now is ! Contemptible, and 
hideous as well; — setting itself up on that fundamental mendacity ; 
which is eternally tragical, though little regarded in these days, and 
which entails mendacities without end on parties concerned! — But, 
apart from all this, certain it is, 

‘ The whole German Reich was deluged with secret, Prussian Enlisters. 
The greater part of these vjjere not actual Ofiicers at all, but hungry 
Adven^rers, who had been bargained with, and who, for their own 
profit, allowed themselves every imaginable art to pick-up men. Head 
and centre of them was the Prussian Colonel Colignon,’ one of the Free- 
Corps people; ^a man formed by nature for this business* (what a 
beautiful man 1) — ^ who gave all the others their directions, and taught 
them by his own example. Colignon himself,* in winter-time, ‘^travelled 
about in all manner of costumes and characters, persuading hundreds of 
people into the Prussian service. He not only promised Commissions, 
but gave such, — nominatir?^ loose young fellows (Laffen)^ students, 
merchants* clerks and the like, to Lieutenancies and Captaincies in the 
Prussian Army* (about as likejy as in the Seraphim and Cherubim, had 
they known it): ^in the Infantiy, in the Cuirassiers, in the Hussars, — it 
is all one, you have only to choose. The renown of tlie Prussian arms 
was so universal, and combined with the notion gf rich bodty, that 
Colignon’s Commission-manufactory was continually busy* No need to 
provide marching-money, hand -money* (shillings for earnest); ^Coii- 
gnon^s recruits travelled mostly of will and at their own charge. In 
^ Franken, in Schwaben, in the Rhine Countries, a dissolute son would 
rob his &her, — as shopmen their masters’ tills, and managers their casll* 
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boxes^ — and hie ofF to those magnanimous Prussian Oiiicialsj who gave 
away companies like kreutzers, and had a value for young fellows of 
spirit. They hastened to Magdeburg with their Commissions ; where 
they were received as comiAon recruJts^ and put by force into the regi- 
ments suitable. No use in resisting : the cudgel and the drill-sergeant/ 
—who doubts it? — Hill complete submission. By this and other methods 
Colignon and his helpers are reckoned to have raised for the King^ in 
the course of this War, about 60,000 recruits/ ^ 

This Year, Daun, though his reputation is on the decline 
lately, is to have the chief command, as usual ; the Grand 
Army, with Saxony for field of conquest, and the Reichsfoik 
to assist, is to be Daun’s, But, what is reckoned an important 
improvement, Loudon is to have a separate command, and 
Army of his own. Loudon, hot of temper, melancholic, shy, 
is not a man to recommend himself to Eriegshofrath people; 
but no doubt Imperial Majesty has had her own wise eye on 
him. His merits are so undeniable ; the need of some Com- 
mander not of the Cunctator type is become so very pressing, 
^ Army of Silesia, 50,000 ’ ; that is to be Loudon’s, with 
40,000 Russians to coop^ate and unite themselves with 
Loudon; and try actually for conquest of Silesia, this Year; 
while Daun, conquering Saxony, keeps the King busy, m 

At Petersburg, Versailles, Vienna, much planning there has 
been, and arduous consulting : first at Petersburg, in time 
and in importance, where Montalembert has again been very 
urgent in regard to those poor Swedish people, and the getting 
of them turned to some kind of use : ‘ Stettin in conjunction 
with the Swedes ; oh, listen to reaiaj>n, and take Stettin I ’ 
‘Would not Dantzig by ourselves b4 the advisable thing?’ 
answers Soltikof : ‘ Dantzig is an important Town, and the 
grand Baltic Haven; and would oe so convenient for our 
Preussen, sincoi we have determined to maintain that fine 
Conquest/ So thinks Czarish Majesty, as well as Soltikof, 
privately, though there are difficulties as to Dantzig ; and, in 
fine, except Colberg over again, there can be nothing 

attempted of sieging thereabouts. A Siege of Colberg, 

" 

^ Arcbenholtz, ii, 53. 


I 
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however, there is actually to be : Second Siege, — ^if perhaps 
it will prove luckier than the First was, two years since? 
Naval Armament Swedish-Ru^sian, specific Land Armament 
wholly Russian, are to do this Second Siege, at a favourable 
time ; except by wishes, Soltikof will not be concern^ in it ; 
nor, it is to be hoped, sl^all we, — in such pressure of haste as 
is probably ahead for us. 

‘ Silesia would be the# place for sieges ! ’ say the Vienna 
people always; and Imperial Majesty is very urgent; and 
tries all methods,— eloquence, flatteries, bribes,— to bring 
Petersburg to that view. Which is at last adopted ; heartily 
by Czarish Majesty, ever ready for revenge on Friedrich, the 
more fatal and the more direct, the bettei\ Heartily by her ; 
not so heartily by Soltikof and her Army people, who know 
the Austrian habits ; and privately decide on not picking 
chestnuts from the fire, while the other party’s paws keep 
idle, and only his jaws are ready. 


Of Small-War there is nothing" or little to be said ; indeed 
there occurs almost none. Roving Cossack-Parties, under 
one fl?ottlehen, whom we shall hear of otherwise, infest 
Pommern, bickering with the Ih'ussian posts there; not 
ravaging as temerly, Tottleben being a civilised kind of man. 
One of these called at the Castle of Schwedt, one day ; found 
Prince Eugen of Wurtemberg there (nearly recovered of his 
Kunersdorf wounds), who is a Son-in-law of the House, 
married to a Daughter^ of Schwedt ; — ancestor of the now 
Russian Czars too, had anybody then known it. Him these 
Cossacks carried-olF with them, a march or two ; then, taking 
his bond for a certain ransom, let him go. Bond and 
bondholder being soon after captured by -the Pjjussians, 
Eugen paid no ransom ; so that to us his adventure is with- 
out moment, though it then made some noise among the 
Gazetteers. 

Two other littk passages, and only two, we will mention ; 
whichjii^ve in themselves a kind of memorability. First, that 
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of General Czetteritz and the Manuscript he lost. Of posts 
across the Elbe I find none mentionable here, and believe 
there is none, except only Czettcritz’s ; who stands at Cosdorf, 
well up towards Torgau Country, as sentry over Torgau and 
the Towns there. On Czetteritz there was, in February, an 
attempt made by the active GeneraL Beck, whom Daun had 
detached for that object. Extremely successful, according to 
the Austrian Gazetteers ; but in reality amounting to as good 
as nothing: — Surprisal of Czetteritz’s first vedette, in the 
dawn of a misty February morning (February 91st, 1760); 
non-surprisal of his second, which did give fire and alarm, 
whereupon debate ; and Czetteritz springing into his saddle ; 
retreat of his people to rearward, with loss of 7 Officers and 
900 prisoners but ending in re-advance, with fresh force, a 
few hours after in repulse of Beck, in recovery of Cosdorf, 
and a general state of As-yoU‘WeTe in that part. A sputter 
of Post-War, not now worth mentioning at all, — except only 
for one small cii’cumstance : That in the careering and swift 
ordering, sudi there was, dn the rearguard especially, Major- 
General Czetteritz’s horse happened tp fall ; whereby not only 
was the General taken prisoner, but his quarters got plundered, 
and in his luggage, — what is the notable circumstance, — there 
was found a small Manuscript, Miliiairisclie histruhzion J%r 
die Generale^ such as every Prussian General has, and is bound 
to keep religiously secret.^ This, carried to Daunts head- 
. quarters, was duly prized, copied ; and in the course of a year 
came to print, in many shapes and, places ; was translated 
into English, under the Title, MilUary Instructions hy the 
King of Prmsiaj in 1769 (and ^gain, hardly so well^ in 
1797); and still languidly circulates* among the studious of 
our soldiers. !Not a little admired by some of them; and 

1 Seyfarth, ii. 655. 

® Stands now in (Euvres de Fr^diric^ xxviii. 3 et seq. ; was finished (the 
revisal of it was), by the King, *2d April 174S*: see Preuss^ i. 478-480; 
. and CFnvres de FrMSriCy xxviii. Preface^ for endless 4 n^istinct details about 
translations and editions of it. London Edition, iSi8, call? itself the 
Fifth. 
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unfoxtunately nearly all they seem to know of this greatest of 
modern Soldiers*^ 

Next, about a month after, -we have«something to report of 
Loudon from Silesia, or rather of the Enemies he meets 
there; for it is not a victorious thing* But it fneans a 
starting of the Campaigji by an Austrian invasion of Silesia ; 
long before sieging time, while all these Montalembert- 
Soltikof pleadings and Counter -pleadings hang dubious at 
Petersburg, and Loudoifs ^ Silesian Army ’ is still only in a 
nascent or theoretic state, and only Loudon himself is in a 
practical one. 

Friedrich has always Fouquet at Landshut, in charge of 
the Silesian Frontier ; whose outpost, under Goltz as head of 
these, stretch, by Neisse, far eastward, through the Hills to 
utmost Mahren ; FouquePs own headquarter being generally 
Landshut, the main gate of the Country* Fouquet, long 
since, rooted himself rather firmly into that important post ; 
has a beautiful ring of fortified Hills around Landshut; 
battery crossing battery, gii’dlin^ it with sure destruction, 
under an expert Fouquet, — but would require 30,000 men 
to keep it, instead of 13,000, which is FouquePs allotment. 
Upon whom Loudon is fully intending a stroke this Year* 
Fouquet, as we know, has strenuously managed to keep ward 
there for a twelvemonth past ; in spite, often enough, of new 
violent invadings and attemptings (violent, miscellaneous, but 
intermittent) by the Devilles and others ; — and always under 
many difficulties of his own, and vicissitudes in his employment: 
a Fouquet coming and g&ng, waxing and waning, according to 
the King’s necessities, and to the intermittency or constancy 
of pressures on Landshut, Under Loudon, this Year, Fouquet 
will have harder times than ever ; — ^in the aid, toex hard I 
But will resist, judge how by the following sihall sample : 


^ See, for example, in Zz/e of General Sir Charles Napier^ by his Brother 
(London, 1857), ili. and elsewhere,— one of the best judges in the world 
expressing his joy and admiration on discovery of Friedrich ; discovery, if 
read w^lVwhich amounts to these Tnsfmctions^ and no more. 
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^Besides Fouquet and his 13^000^' says my Note, ^the Silesian 
Garrisons are all vigilant, are or ought to be ; and there are far eastward 
of him, for guardingof the Jagerndorf-Troppau Border, some 4 or 6,000, 
scattered about, under Liemtenant-General Goltz, in various Hill Posts, 

the chief Post of which, Goltz's own, is the little Town of Neustadt, 
northward of Jagerndorft (where we have billeted in the old Silesian 
Wars) : ^ Goltz's Neustadt is the chief ; and Leobschutz, south-westward 
of it, under General Le Grand’*' (onc?ef the Major Grant of Kolin 
Battle, if readers remember him, ^ Your Majesty and I cannot take the 
Battery ourselves I '), ^is probably the second in importance. Loudon, 
cantoned along the Moravian side of the Border, perceives that he can 
assemble 32,000 foot and horse,* that the Prussians are 13,000 plus 
6,000; that Silesia can be invaded with advantage, were the weather 
come. And that, in any kind of weather, Goltz and his straggle of posts 
might be swept into the interior, perhaps picked-up and pocketed alto- 
gether, if Loudon were sharp enough. Swept into the interior Goltz 
was ; by no means pocketed altogether, as he ought to have been I 

^ March IZth, 1760, Loudon orders general muster hereabouts for the 
15th, everybody to have two-days bread and forage ; and warns Goltz, as 
bound in honour : ^^Excelienz, tomorrow is March 14th ; tomorrow our 
pleasant time of Truce is out,-— the more the pity for both of us I” 

Yea, my esteemed neighbour Excellenz I " answers Goltz, with the 
proper compliments ; but judges"i*hat his esteemed neighbour is intending ^ 
mischief almost immediately. Goltz instantly sends orders to all his 
posts; You, Herr General Grant, you at* Leohschutz, and all the rest 
of you, make your packages ; march without delay ; rendezvous at Sfbeinau 
and Upper Glogau” (far different from Gwa^Glogau), ‘^^Neisse-ward; 
swift 1 ” And would have himself gone on the 14th, but could not, — ^his 
poor little Bakery not being here, nor wagons for his baggages quite to 
be collected in a moment, — and it was Saturday 15th, 5 a.m., that Goltz 
appointed himself to march. 

^ The last time we saw General Goltz was on the Green of Bautzen, 
above two years ago, — when he delivered that hard message to the King’s 
Brother and his party, You deserve to bf tried by Court-martial, and 
have your heads cut off I " He was of that^sad Zittau business of the late 
Prince of Prussia’s, — Goltz, Wintei*feld, ^iethen, Schmettau and others. 
Winterfeld and the Prince are both dead ; Schmettau is fallen into 
disaster Goltz is*still in good esteem with the King, A stalwart, swift, 
flinty kind of max?, to judge by the Portraits of him; considerable 
obstinacy, of a tacitly intelligent kind, in that steady eye, in that droop 
of the eyebrows towards the strong cheek-bones ; plenty of sleeping fire 
in Lieutenant-General Goltz, 

^His principal force, on this occasion, is one infantry Regiment; « 
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Manteuffel: — readers perliaps recollect that stout Pommern 
Regiment, Manteuffel of Foot^ and the little Dialogue it had with the 
King himself, on the eve of Leuthen : Good-night, then, Fritz 1 
Tomorrow all dead, or else the Enemy heate#/* Their conduct, I have 
heard, was very shining at Leuthen, where everybody shone ; and since 
then they have been plunging about through the death-element in their 
old rugged way, — and reemerge here into definite view again, under 
Lieutenant-General Goltz, ilsuing from the north end of Neustadt, in 
the dim dawn of a cold spring morning, March 16th, 6 a*m,; weather 
latterly very wet, as I learn/ 'Hiey intend Neisse-way, with their con- 
siderable stock of baggage-wagons ; a company of Dragoons is to help in 
escorting ; party perhaps about 2,000 in all. Goltz will have his diffi- 
culties this day ; and has calculated on them. And, indeed, at the first 
issuing, here they already are. 

^Loudon, with about 6,000 horse, — four Regiments drawn-up here, 
and by and by with a fifth (happily not with the grenadiers, as he had 
calculated, who are detained by broken bridges, waters all in flood from 
the rain), — is waiting for him, at the very environs of Neustadt, Loudon, 
by a trumpet, politely invites him to surrender, being so outnumbered ; 
Goltz, politely thanking, disregards it, and marches on : Loudon escort- 
ing, in an ominous way ; till, at Buchelsdorf, the fifth Regiment (best 
in the Austrian service) is seen drawn-out across the highway, plainly 
intimating. No thoroughfare to Goltz and Pommern. Loudon sends a 
second trumpet ; SuiTender prisoners ; honourablest terms ; keep all 
your baggage : refuse, and you are cut down every man,” You shall 
yourself hear the answer,” said Goltz. Goltz leads this second trumpet 
to the front; and, in Pommern dialect, makes known what General 
Loudon*s proposal is. The Pommerners answer, as one man, a No of 
such emphasis as I have never heard ; in terms which are intensely ver- 
nacular, it seems, and which do at this day astonish the foreign mind : 

We will for him something, Wzr wollen ihm was — ** But the powez’s 
of translation and even of typography fail ; and fee^zle paraphrase must 
give it : Wo will for him something ineffable eonooct^** of a surprisingly 
contrary kind 1 Wir woltm ihm was ” (with ineffable dissyllabic verb 
governing it)] gi*owied one 4ndignant Pommerner ; ^^and it ran like 
file-fire along the ranl^,” sayL Archenhoitz ; everybody growling it, and 
bellowing it, in fierce bass chorus, as the indubitable vote of Pommern 
in those circumstances. * « 

^Loudon's trumpet withdrew, Pommern formdd square round its 
baggage ; Loudon's 6,000 came thundering in, fit to break adamant ; but 
met such a storm of bullets from Pommern, they stopped about ten paces 
short, in considerable amazement, and wheeled back. Tried it again, 
still more amazement ; the like a third time ; every time in vain. Affc^r 
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which^ Pommern took the road again^ with vanguard^ rearguard ; and 
had peace for certain miles^ — Loudon gloomily following^ for a new 
chance. How many times ^Loudon tried again, and ever again, at good 
places, I forget, — say six times in all. Between Siebenhufen and Steinau, 
in a dirty defile, the jewel of the road for Loudon, who tried his very 
best there, one of our wagons broke down ; the few to rear of it, eighteen 
wagons and some country carts, had to be l*J)ft standing. Nothing more 
of Pommern was left there or anywhere. Near Steinau there, Loudon 
gave it up as desperate, and went his vjay. His loss, they say, was 
500 killed, 500 wounded ,* Pommern's was 35 killed, and above 100 left 
wounded or prisoners. One of the stiffest day's works I have known : 
some twelve miles of march, in every two an attack, Pommern has 
really concocted something surprising, and kept its promise to Loudon ! 
^^Thou knowest what the Pommerners can do,” said they once to their 
own King. An obstinate, strong-boned, heavy-browed people ; not so 
stupid as you think. More or less of Jutish or Anglish type ; highly 
deficient in the graces of speech, and, I should judge, with little call to 
Parliamentary Eloquence.' ^ 

Friedrich is, this Year, considered by the generality of 
mankind, to be ruined: *Lost 60,000 men last Campaign; 
was beaten twice ; his lucl# is done ; what is to become of 
him ? ’ say his enemies, and even the Impartial Gazetteer, 
with joy or sorrow. Among his own people there is gloom 
or censure ; hard commentaries on Maxen : ^ So self-villed, 
high, and deaf to counsel from Prince Henri I ’ Henri 
himself, they say, is sullen; threatening, as he often does, 
to resign, ^ for want of health ’ ; and as he quite did, for 
a while, in the end of this Campaign, or interval between 
this and next. ^ 

Friedrich has, with incredible d®gence, got together his 
finance (copper in larger dose thap ever, Jew Ephraim pre- 
siding as usual) ; and, as if by mrt-magic, has on their feet 
100,00J) men* against his enemy’s 280,000* Some higher 
Officers are secretly in bad spirits ; but the men know nothing 
of discouragement. Friedrich proclaims to them at march- 

^ Prc«s$, ii. 241 (incorrect in some small points); Arqfienholtz, ii. 61 ; Sey* 
%th, ii, 640, and Beylagen^ ii. 657-660 ; Tempelhof, iv* 8* 10 \ in Anonjymota 
of Bamhurg (iv, 68) the Austrian account. 
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ing, ‘^For every canBon you capture^ 100 ducats; for every 
flag, 50; for every standard (cavalry flag), 40’; — which 
sums, as they fell due, were accordiflgly paid thenceforth.^ 
But Friedrich, too, is abundantly gloomy, if that could help 
him; which he knows well it cannot, and strictly hides it 
from all but a few;--*or all but D’Argens almost alone, 
to whom it can do no harm. Read carefully by the light 
of contemporary occurrences, not vaguely in the vacant haze, 
as the Editors give it, his correspondence with D’Argens 
becomes interesting almost to a painful degree : an unafiected 
picture of one of the bravest human souls weighed down with 
dispiriting labours and chagrins, such as wire seldom laid 
on any man; almost beyond bearing, but incurable, and 
demanding to be borne. Wilhelmina is away, away ; to 
B’Argens alone of mortals does he whisper of these things; 
and to him not wearisomely, or with the least prolixity, but 
in short sharp gusts, seldom now with any indignation, 
oftenest with a touch of humour in them, not soliciting any 
sympathy, nor expecting nearly as much as he will get from 
the faithful D’Argens. • 

‘ I •am unfortunate and old, dear Marquis ; that is why 
they persecute me: God knows what my future is to be this 
Year 1 I grieve to resemble Cassandra with my prophecies ; 
but how augur well of the desperate situation we are in, and 
which goes on growing worse ? I am so gloomy today, I will 
cut short.’ . , . ^ Write to me when you ha^ nothing better 
to do ; and don’t forget poor Philosopher who, perhaps to 
expiate his incredulity, is doomed to find his Purgatory in 
this world.’ ^ To ani^ther Friend, in the way of speech, 
he more deliberately says : ^ The difficulties I had, last Cam- 
paign, were almost infinite; such a multitude of enemies 
acting against me ; Pommern, Brandenburg, Saxony, Frontiers 
of Silesia, alike in danger, often enough all at one time. 
If I escaped absolute destruction, I must impute it chiefly 

1 Stengel, v. ^^36, 237 ; ih. 243. « 

Fridiric^ xix. 13S, 139 (‘Freyberg, 20th March 1760^. 
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to tfciQ misconduct of my enemies; who gained such ad- 
vantages, but had not the sense to follow them up. Ex- 
perience often correct their blunders : I cannot 

expect to profit by anything of that kind, on their part, in 
the coiirse of this Campaign ; ’ judge if it will be a light one, 

7non cher} 

■ " ' . ^ ■ ■ . , ‘ ^ ■■ 

The symptoms we decipher in these Letters, and otherwise, 

are those of a man drenched in misery ; but used to his black 
element, unaftectedly defiant of it, or not at the pains to defy 
it ; occupied only to do his very utmost in it, with or without 
success, till the end come. Prometheus, chained on the 
Ocean-cliflFs, with the New Ruling-Powers in the upper hand, 
and their vultures gradually eating him ; dumb Time and 
dumb Space looking on, apparently with small sympathy: 
Prometheus and other Titans, now and then, have touched 
the soul of some JEschylus, and drawn tones of melodious 
sympathy, far heard among mankind. But with this new 
Titan it is not so ; nor, upon the whole, with the proper 
Titan, in this world, is it» usually so ; the world being a*— ^ . 

what shall we say ? — a poorish kind of world, and its melodies 
and dissonances, its loves and its hatreds worth compaj^tively 
little in the long-run. Friedrich does wonderfully without 
sympathy from almost anybody ; and the indifference with 
which he walks along, under such a cloud of sulky stupidities,, 
of mendacities and misconceptions from the herd of mankind, 
is decidedly admirable to me. 

But let us Io8k into the Campaign itself. Perhaps, — con- 
f trary to the world'^s opinion, and tc^ Friedrich’s own when, in 

ultra-lucid moments, he gazes int4 it in the light of cold 
arithmetic, and finds" the aspect of it ^frightful,’ — this Cam- 
paign ^will ba a little iucMer to him than the last ? Un- 
luckier it cannot well be : — or if so, it will at least be final 
■ to him! 

^ To Mxtcliell, one evening, ‘Camp o£ Schlettau, May 23d’ (MitcTiell, iL 
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FIFTH CAMPAIGN OPENS 

Theke were yet^ to the world’s ^i^rise and regret, Three 
Campaigns of this War; but the Campaign 1760, which we 
-are now upon, was what produced or i^^j^ered the 

other two ; — was the crisis of them, and is now the, jinly oix|e 
that cgn requhe much narrative from us here. lll-lucll, 
which, Friedrich complains, had followed him like his ^ado-m 
in a strange and fateful manner, from the day of Kun^rsdom 
and earlier, does not yet cease its sad company ; but, oh the| 
conti’ary, for long months to come, is more constant than ever,| 
bafiBing every effort of his own, and from the distance sending 
him nev'^s of mere disaster and discomfiture. It is in this 
Campaign, though not ti^l far on in it, that the long lane 
does prove to have a ti^^ni^gj the Fortune of War 
recovers its old impartial form. After which, things visibly 
languish : and the hope of ruining such a Friedrich becomes 
problematic, the effort to do it slackens also-; the very will 
abating, on the Austrian part, year by year, as of course the 
strength of their resources is still more steadily doing. To 
the last, Friedrichs the weaker in material resources, needs all 
his talent,— all his luck too. But, as the strength, on both^ 
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sides, is fast abating, — hard to say on which side faster 
(Friedrich'^s talent being always a fuoed quantity, while all else 
is fluctuating and v^ishing), — what remains of the once 
terrible Affair, through Campaigns Sixth and Seventh, is like 
a race * between spent horses, little to be said of it in 
comparison. Campaign 1760 is t^je last of any outwax’d 
eminence or greatness of event. Let us diligently follow 
that, and be compendious with the remainder. 

Friedrich was always famed for his Marches ; but, this 
Year, they exceeded all calculation and example; and are 
still the admiration of military men. Can there by no 
method be some distant notion afforded of them to the general 
reader? They were the one resource Friedrich had left, 
against such overwhelming superiority in numbers ; and they 
came out like surprises in a theatre, — unpleasantly surprising 
to Daun. Done with such dexterity, rapidity and inex- 
haustible contiivance and ingenuity, as overset the schemes 
of his enemies again and* again, and made his one army 
equivalent in effect to their three. 

Evening of April SSth, Friedrich rose from his Fr^yberg 
cantonments; moved back, that is, northward, a good march; 
then encamped himself between Elbe and the Hill-Country ; 
with freer prospect and more elbow-room for work coming. 
Flis left is on Meissen and the Elbe ; his right at a Village 
called the Katzenhauser, an uncommonly strong camp, of 
which one often hears afterwards ; his centre camp is at 
Schlettau,^ which also is strong, thoigh not to such a degi'ee. 
This line extends from Meissen smthward about 10 miles, 
commanding the Reich-ward Passes of the Metal Mountains, 
and is, defensive of Leipzig, Torgau, and the Towns there- 
abouts.^ ICatzeTihauser is but a mile or two from Krogis — 
that unfortunate Village where Finck got his Maxen Order ; 
^ JEr ww, — ^You know I can’t stand having difiiculties raised; 
manage to do it ! ’ 

^ Map at end of this vol. 


® Tempelhof, iv. i6,et seq^ 
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PriedricFs task, this Year, is to defend Saxony; Prince 
Henri having undertaken the Russians, — ^Prince Henri and 
Fouquet, the Russians and Silesia. tJIearly on very uphill 
terms, both of them : so that Friedrich finds he will have a 
great many things to assist in, besides defending Saxony. 
He lies here expectant till the middle of June, above seven 
weeks ; Daun also, for the last two weeks, having taken the 
field in a sort. In a sort; — ^but comes no nearer; merely 
posting himself astride of the Elbe, half in Dresden, half on 
the opposite or northern bank of the River, with Lacy thrown- 
out ahead in good force on that vacant side ; and so waiting 
the course of other people's enterprises. 

. Well to eastward and rearward of Daun, where we have 
seen Loudon about to be very busy, Prince Henri and Fouquet 
have spun themselves out into a long chain of posfe, in togth 
300 miles or more, ^from Landshut, along the Bober, along 
the Queiss and Oder, through the Neumark, abutting 
Stettin and Colberg, to the Baltic Sea.’^ On that side, in 
' aid of Loudon or otherwise, Daun^^can attempt nothing ; still 
less on the Katzenhauser-Schlettau side can he dream of an 
attempt : only towards Brandenburg and Berlin, — t^Country 
on that side, 50 or 60 miles of it, to eastward of Meissen, 
being vacant of troops, — ^is Daun’s road open, were he enter- 
prising, as Friedrich hopes he is not. For some two weeks, 
Friedrich — ^not ready otherwise, it being difficult to cross the 
River, if Lacy with his 30,000 should think of interference, 
— had to leave the cunctatory Feldmarschall this chance or 
unlikely possibility. Atithe end of the second week June 
14th,’ as we shall mark ^y and by), the chance was with- 
drawn. 


Daun and his Lacy are but one, and that by no means the 
most harassing, of the many cares and anxieties which Fried- 
rich has upon him in those Seven Weeks, while waiting at 
Schlettau, readirg the omens. Never hitherto was the 
^ ^ ^ T^mpelhof, iv, 21-24. 
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augury of any Campaign more indecipherable to him, or so 
continually fluctuating with wild hopes, which proved vision- 
ary, and with huge practical fears, of what he knew to be the 
real likelihood. ^ Peace coming ? ’ It is strange how long 
Friedrich clings to that fond hope : ^My Edelsheim is in the 
Bastille, or packed home in disgrace: but will not the 
English and Choiseul make Peace? It is Choiseurs one 
i^ational course; bankrupt as he is, and reduced to spoons 
and kettles. In which case, what a beautiful effect might 
Duke Ferdinand produce, if he marched to Eger, say to Eger, 
with his 50,000 Germans (Britannic Majesty and Pitt so 
gracious), and twitched Daun by the skirt, wtoling Daun 
home to Bohemia in a hurry !’ Then the Turks ; the Danes, 
— « Might not the Danes send us a trifle of Fleet to Colberg 
(since the English never will), and keep our Russians at hay 
— ^At lowest these hopes are consolatory,’ says he once, 
suspecting them all (as, no doubt, he often enough does), 
‘and give us courage to look calmly for the opening of this 
Campaign, the very idea of which has made me shudder I’ ^ ^ 

Meanwhile, by the end of May;, the Russians are come 
across the Weichsel again, He in four camps on thef hither 
side ; start about June 1st ; — Henri availing for them j in 
Sagan Country his headquarter ; and on both hands of that, 
Fouquet and he spread out, since the middle of May, in 
their long thin Chain of Posts, from Landshut to Colberg 
again, like a thin wall of SOO miles. To Friedrich the 
Russian movements are, and have been, full of enigma ; 
‘ Going upon Colberg ? Going npo# Glogau ; upon Breslau 
That is a heavy-footed certainty/ audibly tramping forward 
on us, amid these fond visions of the air ! Certain too, and 
visibloi to a duller eye than Friedrich’s ; Loudon in Silesia is 
^ meditating misSiief. ‘ The inevitable Russians, the inevitable 

i; Loudon; and nothing but Fouquet and Henri on guard 

; there, with their long thin chain of posts, infinitely too thin 

jj;' ^ «To Prince Henri’: in Schoning^ ii. 246 (3d April 1760) ; ik 263 (of the 

kV/' Danish outlook) ; etc. etc. « 


% 
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to 4o any execution !’ thinks the King. To whom their 
modes of operating are but little satisfactory, as seen at 
Schlettau from the distance. ^ Condense yourself,' urges he 
always on Henri; ^go forward on the Russians; attack 
sharply this Corps, that Corps, while they are still separate 
and on march!' Hear did condense himself, Hook post 
between Sagan and Sprottau ; post at Frankfurt,’ — ^poor 
Frankfurt, is it to have a Kunersdorf or Zonidorf every year, 
then ? No ; the cautious Henri never could see his way into 
these adventures ; and did not attack any Corps of the 
Russians, Took post at Landsberg ultimately, — ^the Russians, 
as usual, having Posen as place-of-arms, — and vigilantly 
watched the Russians, without coming to strokes at all. A 
spectacle growing gradually intolerable to the King, though 
he tries to veil his feelings. 

Neither was Fouquet’s plan of procedure well seen by 
Friedrich in the distance. Ever since that of Regiment 
ManteufFel, which was a bit of disappointment, Loudon has 
'been quietly industrious on a bigger scale. Privately he 
cherishes the hope, being, a swift vehement enterprising kind 
of man; to oust Fouquet ; and perhaps to have Glatss Fortress 
taken, before his Russians come 1 In the very end of May, 
Loudon, privately aiming for Glatjs, breaks-in upon Silesia 
again, — a long way to eastward of Fouquet, and as if regard- 
less of Glat^:. Upon which, Fouquet, in dread for Schweid- 
nitz and perhaps Breslau itself, hastened down into the Plain 
Country, to manoeuvre upon Loudon ; but found no Loudon 
moving that way ; and, iif a day or two, learned that Lands- 
hut, so weakly guarded, hsd been picked-up by a big corps 
of Austrians ; and in another day or two, that Loudon (June 
Yth) had blocked Glatz, — Loudon’s real intention now clear 
to Fouquet, As it was to Friedrich from the first; whose 
anger and astonishment at this loss of Landsbut were great, 
when he heard of it in his Camp of Schlettau. 'Back to 
Landshut,’ orders'*' he (11th June, three days before leaving^ 
Schlettau) neither Schweidnitz nor Breslau are in danger; 
















CHAP I.] FIFTH'CAMPA1?GN opens 9^1 

S"4E to Aurtrknsme^i’ (aa Pouquet a„d all towld 
™“ « to, do!); ‘waloh Slate; tetake ™ Laodtot 

'“Sf tone of Friedrich, which is usually all ^ 

vZimt, had on this occasion something m ;l which o« d 

to Vtuol mid rather peremptory Spartm mind. Fouq^ 

would not have neglected i P*?/; S 

to his own methods with Landshnt and it. Deeply hmt, M 
Ld this Order (I6th June); and vowing to obey it, and 
nothing but it, used these words, which were remember^ 
Xtmds, to his i^embled Generals; ^2? f. 

aLears 4en, we must take Landshut again. Loudon, as 
the next thing, will come on us there with his mass of fore , 
Ld we must then, like Prussians, hold-out as long as posaWj 
tVii-nV of no surrender on open field, but i even ’ 

Lfend ourselves to the last man. In c^e of a 
" of the last that leaves the field : and 
the misfortune to survive such a day, I give you my "v 
honour never to draw a Fisissian sword more. Ih p 
tf Fouquet’s (June Idth) was two days after Fneto* ™ 
Sum Schletteu. June 

hut- drove out the Austrians more easily than he 

calculated, and set diligently, next da^ to 

writing to Friedrich : ‘ Your Majesty’s Order shall be executed 

Ce whde a man of us lives.’ Pouquet, in old Crown- 

Prince time, used to be called Bayard by his ^yal fnend. 

His Roml friend, now darker of face and scathed by much 

S-weather, has just quitted Schleto, three days 

recovery of Landshut; and will ihot have gone far till he 

again hear news of Pouquet. 

N&U of j-,me 1«M5(S, Fricdrito ‘ 

ZabeV sevoral miles down stream,— his 

out of Lacy’s cognisance,— has suddenly crossed Elbe, and 
next aftemLn pitches camp at Broschwits, which is straigh 
^ 1 Stenzel, v. 239. 
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towards Lacy again* To Lacy’^s astonishment ; who is posted 
at Moritzburg, with headquarter in that beautiful Country- 
seat of Polish Majesty, — only 10 niil|S to eastward, should 
Friedrich take that road. Broschwitz is short way north of 
Meissen, and lies on the road either to Grossenhayn or to 
Eadeburg (Radeburg onlj four miles northward of Lacy), as 
Friedrich shall see fit, on the morrow. For the Meissen 
north road forks off there, in those two directions : straight 
northward is for Grossenhayn, right hand is for Radeburg. 
Most interesting to Lacy, which of these forks, what is quite 
optional, Friedrich will take ! !Lacy is an alert man ; looks 
well to himself ; warns Daun ; and will not be caught if he 
can help it. Daun himself is encamped at Reichenberg, 
within two miles of him, iiiexpugnably intrenched as usual ; 
and the danger surely is not great : nevertheless both these 
Generals, wise by experience, keep their eyes open. 

The FirM great Feat of Marching now follows, on 
Friedrich’s part ; with little or no result to Friedrich ; but 
^ worth remembering, so strenuousf so fruitless was it, — so 
barred by ill-news from without 1 Both this and the Second 
stand recorded for us, in "brief intelligent terms by Mitchell, 
who was present in both; and who is perfectly exact on every 
point, and intelligible throughout, — if you will read him with 
a Map ; and divine for yourself what the real names are, out 
of the inhuman blotchings made of them, not by Mitchell’s 
blame at alL^ 

Tuesday June VI th^ second day of Friedrich’s stay at 
Broschwitz, Mitchell, in a .very confidential Dialogue they had 
together, learned from him; under seal of secrecy, That it was 
his purpose to march for Radeburg tomorrow morning, and 
attack Lacy and his 30,000, who lie encamped at Moritzburg 
out yonder ; for which step his Majesty was pleased farther 
to show Mitchell a little what the various inducements were : 

One Russian Corps is aiming as if for Berlin ; the Austrians 
are about besieging Glatz, — pressing need that Fouquet were 
^ Mitchellj Memoirs and Papers^ ii* 160 et seq. 
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reinforced in his Silesian post of diificnitj* Then here are 
the Reichs-people close by ; can be in Dresden three days 
hence, joined to Daup: 80,000 odd there will then be of 
Enemies in this part : I must beat Lacy, if possible, while 
time still is ! ^ — and ended by saying : ^ Succeed here, and all 
may yet be saved ; be beaten here, I know the consequences : 
but what can I do ? The risk must be run ; and it is now 
smaller than it will ever again be.^ 

Mitchell, whose account is a foi'tnight later than the 
Dialogue itself, does confess, ^ My Lord, these reasons, though 
unhappily the thing seems to have failed, appear to me to be 
solid and unanswerable.^’ Much more do they to Tempelhof, 
who sees deeper into the bottom of them than Mitchell did ; 
and finds that the failure is only superficial.^ The real 
success, thinks Tempelhof, would be, Could the King manoeuvre 
himself into Silesia, and entice a cunctatory Daun away with 
him thither. A cunctatory Daun to preside over matters 
ihere^ in his superstitiously cautious way ,■ leaving Saxony free 
to the Reichsfolk, — whong a Hiilsen, left with his small 
remnant in Schlettau, might easily take charge of, till Silesia 
were settled? ^The plan was bold,Vas new, and completely 
worthy of Friedrich,*^ votes Tempelhof ; ‘ and it required the 
most consummate delicacy of execution. To lure Daun on, 
always with the prospect opened to him of knocking you 
on the head, and always by your rapidity and ingenuity to 
take care that he never got it done.’ This is Tempelhofs 
notion : and this, sure enough, was actually Friedrich’s mode 
of management in the weeks following; though whether 
already altogether planned in hiC head, or only gradually 
planning itself, as is more likely, nobody can say. We will 
look a very lii^le into the execution, concerning which there 
is no dubiety: • 

Wednesday l^th June^ ^Friedricli/ as predicted to Mitchell, the night 
before, ^did start punctually, in three columns, at S a.m.' (Sun just 


^ Mitchell, Memoirs and Paprs^ ii. i6o (Despatch,** June soth, 1760’); 


I'empelhof, iv. 44, 
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rismg); ^and^ after a liot mardi^ got encamped on the southward side 
of Radehurg: ready to cross the Rodern Stream there tomorrow^ as 
if intending for the Lausitz’ (should that prove needful for alluring 
Lacy)^ — ^^and in the mean while very inquisitive where Lacy might be. 
One of Lacy’s outposts^ those Saxon light horse^ was failen-in with; 
was chased home,, and Lacy’s camp discovered^ that night. At Berns- 
dorfj not three miles to southward or right of ns; Daun only another 
three to south of Mm. Let^us attack Lacy tomorrow morning; wind 
round to get between Daun and him^^ — ^with fit arrangements ; rapid as 
light ! In the I^iing’s tent^ accordingly^ his Generals are assembled to 
take their Orders ; brief, distinct, and to he done with brevity. And all 
are on the move for Bernsdorf at 4 next morning ; when, behold, — 

Thursday 19 thy ^ At Bernsdorf there is no Lacy to be found. Cautious 
Daun has ordered him in, — and not for Lacy’s sake, as appears, hut for 
his own : Hitherward, you alert Lacy ; to cover my right flank here, 
my Hill of Reichenberg, — lest it be not impregnable enough against 
that feline enemy I ” And there they have taken post, say 60,000 
against 80 , 000 ; and are palisading to a quite extraordinary degree. No 
fight possible with Lacy or Daun.’ 

This is what Mitchell counts the failure of Friedrich’s enterprise ; and 
certainly it grieved Friedrich a good deal. Who, on riding out to 
reconnoitre Reichenberg (Quintus Icilius and Battalion Quintus part of 
his escort, if that he an interesting cii’^umstance), finds Reichenberg a 
plainly unattackable post ; finds, by Daun’s rate of palisading, that there 
will be no attack from Daun either. No attack from Daun; — and, 
therefore, that Hiilsen’s people may be sent home to Schlettau again ; 
and that he, Friedrich, will take post close by, and wearisomely be 
content to wait for some new opportunity. 

Which he does for a week to come ; Daun sitting impregnable, in- 
trenched and palisaded to the teeth, — rather wishing to he attacked, you 
would say ; or hopeful sometimes of doing something of the Hochkirch 
sort again (for the country is woody, and the enemy audacious) ; — at all 
events, very clear not to attack. A man erring, sometimes to a notable 
degree, by over-caution. VOould hardly have failed to overwhelm 
Friedrich’s small force, had he at once, on Friedrich’s crossing the Elbe, 
joined Lacy, and gone-out against him,* thinks Tempelhof, pointing out 
the form of operation too.^ Caution is excellent ; but not quite by 
itself. Would caution alone do it, an Army all of Dfliidic whinstones, 
or innocent clay-sacks, incapable of taking hurt, w?>uld he the proper 
one !— Daun stood there ; Friedrich looking daily into him, — visibly 
in ill-humour, says Mitchell ; and no wonder ; gloomy and surly words 
coming out of him, ^ to the distress of his Generals i ^ Which I took the 


^ Tempelhof, iv. 47-49. 


® iv. 42, 48. 
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liberty of liinting'^ one evening, to liis Majesty ; bint graciously received, 
and of effect perceptible, at least to my imagining, 

Wednesday June 25thy After nearly a week of this, there rose, towards 
sunset, all over the Reicbinberg, and far and wide, an exuberant joy^' 
firing: ^For what in the world?’ thinks Friedrich. Alas, your 
Majesty, -^since your own messenger has not arrived, nor indeed ever 
will, being picked-up by Pandours, — ^here, gathered from the Austrian 
outposts or deserters, are news for you, fetal enough! Landshut is 
done ; Fouquet and his valiant 13,000 are trodden out there. Indig- 
nant Fouquet has obeyed you, not wisely but too well. He has kept 
Landshut six nights and five days. On the morning of the sixth day, 
here is what befell : 

^ Landskuty Monday ImiOy About a quarter to two in the morn- 
ing, Loudon, who had gathered 31,000 horse and foot for the business, 
and taken his measures, fired aloft, by way of signal, four howitzers, into 
, the grey of the summer morning ; and hurst loose upon Fouquet, in 
various columns, on liis southward front, on both flanks, ultimately in 
his rear too : columns all iu the height of fighting humour, confident as 
three to one, — and having brandy in them, it is likewise said. Fouquet and 
his people stood to arms, in the temper Fouquet had vowed they would : 
defended their Hills with an energy, with a steady skill, wlxich Loudon 
himself admired; but their Hill-works would have needed thrice the 
number ; — Fouquet, by detachings and otherwise, has in arms only 10,680 » 
men. Toughiy as they strove, after partial successes, they began to lose 
one Hill, and then another ; and in the coilrse of hours, nearly all their 
Hills. Landshut Town Loudon had taken from them, Landshut^and its 
roads : in the end, the Prussian position is becoming permeable, plainly 
untenable; — Austrian force is moving to their rearward to block the 
■retreat,- ' : 

^ Seeing which latter fact, Fouquet throws-out all his Cavalry, a poor 
1,500, to secure the Passes of the Bober ; himself forms square with the 
wrecks of his Infantry ; and, at a steady step, cuts way for himself with 
bayonet and bullet. With singular success for some time, in spite of 
the odds. And is clear across the Boher^ when lo, among the knolls 
ahead, masses of Austrian Cavalry are/^seen waiting him, besetting 
every passage I Even these do not break him ; but these, with infantry 
and cannon coming up to help them, do. Here, for some time, was the 
fiercest ^ug of all, — till a bullet having killed Fouquefs horse, and 
carried the Genex’al himself to the ground, the spasm ended. The 
Lichnowski Dragoons, a famed Austrian regiment, who had charged and 
again charged with nothing hut repulse on repulse, now broke in, all in 
a foam of rage ; cut furiously upon Fouquet himself^ wounded Fouquet 
tli^rice ; would have killed him, had it not been for the heroism of poor * 
VOL. VII. 
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Trautsciike^ liis Groom* (let us name the gallant fellow, even if unpro- 
nounceable), ^ wbo flung Mmself on the body of his Master, and took the 
bloody strokes instead of him ; shrieking Ms loudest, Will you murder 
the Commanding General, then !” Which brought up the Colonel 
of Lichnowski; a Gentleman and Ritter, abhorrent of such practices* 
To him Fouquet gave his sword ; — kept his vow never to draw it again, 

^The wrecks of Fouquet*s Infantry were, many of them, massacred, 
no quarter given; such tlSe unchivalrous fury that had risen. His 
Cavalry^ with the loss of about 500, cut their way through. They and 
some stragglers of Foot, in whole about 1,500 of both kinds, were what 
remained of those 10,680 after this bloody morning* s work. There had 
been about six hours of it ; all over by 8 0* clock ** * ^ 

Fouquet has obeyed to the letter; ‘^Did not my King wrong me?’ 
Fouquet may say to himself. Truly, Herr General, your King’s Order 
was a little unwise ; as you (who were on the ground, and your King not) 
knew it to be. An unwise Order ; — ^perhaps not inexcusable in the sudden 
circumstances. And perhaps a still more perfect Bayard would have 
preferred oheyingsuch a King in spirit, rather than in letter, and thereby 
doing him vital service against his temporary will ? It is not doubted 
but Fouquet, left to himself and his 18,000, with the Fortresses and 
and Garrisons about him, would have maintained himself in Silesia till 
help came. The issue is,-— Fouquet has probably lost this fine King his 
Silesia, for the time being ; and beyond any question, has lost him 
10,000 Prussian-Spartan fighters, and a fine General whom he could ill 

spare ! ^In a word, the Gate of Silesia is burst open ; and Loudon has 

every jprospect of taking Glatz, which will keep it so. 

What a thunderbolt for Eriedrich ! One of the last pillars 
struck away from his tottering affairs. ‘ Inevitable, then ? 
We are' over with it, then?’’ One may fancy Friedrich’s 
reflections. But he showed nothing of them to anybody; 
in a few hours, had his mind composed, and new plans on the 
anvil On the morrow of that Austrian Joy-Firing, — ^morrow, 
or some day close on iii (ought to have been dated, but is 
not), — ^there went from him, to Magdeburg, the Order: 
^ Have me such and such quantities of Siege- Artillery in a 
state of readiness,’^ Already meaning, it; is thought, or 

1 Bofi&richt von der am 23 Junim 1760 hey Landshuth vorgefallenen Action 
(in Se^arth, Beylagen^ ii. 669-671} ; JBelden-ijeschickte^ vi, 258-284 ; Tempelhof, 
iv. 26-41 ; Stenzel, v^ 241 (who, by oversight,— this Volume being posthumous 
to poor Stenzel,— protracts the Action to ^half-past 7 in theevening% 

2 Tempelhof, m 51* 
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contemplating as possible a certain Siege^ which surprised 
everybody before long! A most inventive, enterprising 
being ; no end to his contrivances and unexpected outbreaks ; 
especially when you have him jammed into a corner, and 
fancy it* is all over with him ! 

^ To no other General,’’ says Tempeihof, ‘ would such a 
notion of besieging Dresden have occurred ; or if it had 
suggested itself, the hideous difficulties would at once have 
banished it again, or left it only as a pious wish. But it is 
strokes of this kind that characterise the great man. Often 
enough they have succeeded, been decisive of great campaigns 
and wars, and become splendid in the eyes of all mankind ; 
sometimes, as in this case, they have only deserved to succeed, 
and to be splendid in the eyes of judges. How get these 
masses of enemies lured away, so that you could try such a 
thing ? There lay the difficulty ; insuperable altogether, 
except by the most fine and appropriate treatment. Of a 
truth, it required a connected series of the wisest measures 
and most secret artifices war; — and withal, that you 
should throw over them such a veil as would lead your enemy 
"^tO see in them precisely the reverse of what they ^leant. 
How all this was to be set in action, and how the Enemy’s 
own plans, intentions, and moods of mind were to be used as 
raw material for attainment of your object, — studious readers 
will best see in the manoeuvres of the King in his now more 
than critical condition; which do certainly exhibit the com- 
pletest masterpiece in the Art of leading Armies that Europe 
has ever seen.’ 

Tempeihof is well enough aware, ifs readers should continue 
to be, that, primarily, and onward for three weeks more, not 
Dresden, but t]^e getting to Silesia on good terms, is Fried- 
rich’s main enterprise : Dresden only a supplement or substi- 
tute, a second string to his bow, till the first fail. But, in 
effect, the two enterprises or strings coincide, or are one, till 
the first of them fail ; and Tempeihof s eul«gy will apply to 
ei'ther. The initiatory step to either is a Secmid Feat of 
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Marching: — still notabler than the former, which has had 
this poor issue. Soldiers of the studious or scientific sort, if 
there are yet any such among us, ^ will naturally go to 
Tempelhof, and fearlessly encounter the ruggedest Documents 
and Books, if Tempelhof leave them dubious on any point 
(which he hardly will) to ingenuous readers of other sorts, 
who will take a little pains for understanding the thing, 
perhaps the following intermittent far-off glimpses may 
suffice:^ 


On ascertaining the Laiidshut disaster, Friedidch falls hack a little; 
northward to Gross-Bohrita : ^ Possibly Dauu will think us cowed by 
what has happened; and may try something on us?* Dauu is by 110 
means sure of this cowe^^ phenomenon, or of the retreat it has made ; and 
tries nothing on it ; only rides up daily to it, to ascertain that it is there ; 
and diligently sends out parties to watch the North-eastward parts where 
run the Silesian Roads. After about a week of this, and some dis- 
appointments, Friedrich decides to march in earnest. There had, one 
day, come report of Lacy’s being detached, Lacy with a strong Division, 
to block the Silesian roads ; but that, on trial, proved to be false. 

^ Pshaw, nothing for us but to go ourselves 1 ’ concludes Friedrich, — and, 
July Ists sends-oif his Bakery and Heavy-Baggage ; indicating to 
Mitchell, ^TomoiU'ow morniilg at 3!’ — Here is MitchelFs own account; 
accurafe in every particular, as we find : ^ 

Wednesday^ July 2nd, ^ From Gross-Dobrit« to Quosdorf (to Quos- 
dorf, a poor Hamlet there, not Quo/sdorf, as many write, which is a 
Town far enough from there) — ^the Army marched accordingly. In two 
columns ; baggage, bakery and artillery in a third ; through a Country 
extremely covered with wood. Were attacked by some Uhlans and 
Hussars ; whom a few cannon-shot sent to the road again. March lasted 
from 3 in the morning to 3 in the afternoon* ; twelve long hours. 
^Weiit north-eastward aspa<?e of 20 miles, leaving Radeburg, much more 
leaving Reich eaberg, Morit^burg, and the Dana quarters well to the^ 
right, and at last quite to rearward; crossed the Roder, crossed the 'I 
Pulsnitz,* small tributaries or sub-tributaries of the Elbe in those parts ; 
^crossed the latter (which divides Meissen from the'^Lausitz); partly by 
the bridge of Krakau, first Village in the Lausitz, 'Headquarter was the 


^ Mitchell, ii, 162 et seq. ; and 'iempelhof (iv. 50-53 et seq.), as a scientific 
check on Mitchell, o;: unconscious fellow-witness with him,— agreeing beautifully 


almost always. 

- Mitchell, ii. 164 ; Tempelhof, iv. 54. 









CHAP.L] FIFTH CAMPAIGN OPENS ^^9 

poor ilamlet of Quosdorf^ a mile further om ^^This inarch had been 
carefully kept secret;,^* says Mitchell ; and it was the opinion of the 
most experienced OfhcerSj that, had the Enemy discovered the King of 
Prussians design, they migfit, hy placing their light troops in the roads 
with proper supports, have rendered it extremely difficult, if not 
impracticable/^ ’ 

Daun very early got to know of Friedrich’s departure, and whither- 
ward ; which was extremely interesting to Daun : ^ Aims to be in 
Silesia before me; will cut-out Loudon from his fine prospects on 
Glatss?’ — and had instantly reinforced, perhaps to 20,000, Lacy’s Divi- 
sion ; and ordered Lacy, who is the nearest to Friedrich’s March, to start 
instantly on the skirts of said March, and endeavour diligently to trample 
on the same. For the purpose of harassing said March, Lacy is to do 
whatever he with safety can (which we see is not much ; ^ a few Uhlans 
and Hussars’); at lowest, is to keep it constantly in sight; and always 
encamp as near it as he dare ; Daun himself girding-up his loins ; and 
preparing, by a short-cut, to get ahead of it in a day or two. Lacy was 
alert enough, but could not do much -with safety : a few Uhlans and 
Hizssars, that was all ; and he is now encamped somewhere to rearward, 
as near as he dare. 

Thursday July, ‘'A rest-day; Army resting about Krakau, after 
such a spell through the woody moors. The King, with small escort, 
rides out reconnoitering, hithei^, thither, on the southern side or Lacy' 
quarter : to the top of the Keulenberg {Bludgeon Mill), at last, — which is 
ten or a dozen miles from Krakau and *Quosdorf, but commands an 
extensive view. Towns, village-belfries, courses of streams ; a country 
of mossy woods and wild agricultures, of bogs, of shaggy moor. South- 
ward 10 miles is Eadeberg ’ (not Eadebwrg, observe) ; yonder is the town 
of Pulsnitz on our stream of Pulsnitz ; to south-east, and twice as far, is 
BischofswOrda, chasmy Stolpen (too well known to us before this) : behind 
us, Konigsbruck, Kamenz and the road from Grossenhayn to Bautzen : 
these and many other plac«5ii^ memorable to this King are discoverable 
from Bludgeon Hill. But the- discovery of discoveries to him is Lacy’s 
Camp,— not very far off, about a mile beheld Pulsnitz ; clearly visible, at 
Lichtenberg yonder. Which vre at once determine to attack ; which, 
and the roads to which, are the one object of interest just now, — nothing 
else visible, as ii^were, on the top of the Keulenberg here, or as w© ride 
homeward, meditating it with a practical view. March at midnight,” 
that is the practical result arrived at, on reaching home/ 

Friday July Mh, ^ Since the stroke of midnight we are all on march 
again ; nothing but the baggages and bakeries left’ (with Quintus to 


^ Tempelhofj iv, 54. 
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watch them^ which I see is his common function in these marches); 
^ King himself in the Vanguard^— who hopes to give Lacy a salutation.^ 
"The march was full of defiles,” says Mitchell: and Mitchell, in his 
carriage, knew little what a region it was, with boggy intricacies, 
lakelets, tangly thickets, stocks and stumps ; or what a business to pass 
with heavy cannon, baggage-wagons and columns of men I Such a 
march ; and again not far ft'om twenty miles of it ; very hot, as the 
morning broke, in the breathless woods. Had Lacy known what kind 
of ground we had to march in, and been enterprising— I thinks Tempei- 
hof. The march being so retarded, Lacy got notice of it, and vanished 
quite away, — to Bischofswei*da, I believe, and the protecting neighbour- 
hood of Daun, Nothing of him left when we emerge, simultaneously 
from this hand and from that, on his front and on his rear, to take him 
as in a vice, as in the sudden snap of a fox-^rap; — ^fox quite gone. 
Hardly a few hussars of him to he picked up ; and no chase possible, 
after such a march.’ 

Friedrich had done everything to keep himself secret : but Lacy has 
endless Pandours prowling about; and, I suppose, the Countrypeople 
(in the Lausitz here, who ought to have loyalty) are on the Lacy side* 
Friedrich has to take his disappointment. He encamps here, on the 
Heights, headquarter Pulsnitz, — till Quintus come up with the baggage, 
M^hich he does punctually, but not till nigbtfall, not till midnight the 
last of him. ^ 

Saturday July 5th, ^To the road again at 3 a.m. Again to northward, 
to I^lo^er (Cloister) Marienstern, a 16 miles or so, — ^headquarter in the 
Cloister itself. Baun had sefc-off for Bautzen, with his 60 or 60,000, in 
the extremest push of haste, and is at Bautzen this night; ahead of 
Friedrich, with Lacy as rearguard of him, who is also ahead of Fried- 
rich, and safe at Bischofswerda. A Baun hastening as never before. 
This news of a Baun already at Bautzen awakened Friedrich’s utmost 
speed : Never do, that Baun be in Silesia before us I Indispensable to 
get ahead of Bautzen and him, or to be waiting on the flank of his next 
march 1” Accordingly, 

Sunday July dth, ^ Friedricfj, at 3 a.m., is again in motion ; in three 
columns, streaming forward all day; straight eastward, Daunward, 
Intends to cross the Spree, leaving Bautzen to the right ; and take post 
somewhere to north-east of Bautzen, and on the flank of Daqn. The 
windless day grows hotter and hotter the roads are cf loose sand, full of 
jungles and impediments. Tliis was such a march for heat and diiflculty 
as the King never had before. In front of each Column went wagons 
with a few pontoons ; there being many brooks and little streams to 
cross. The soldier,'^ for his own health’s sake, is strictly forbidden to 

. ■ ^ 

^ Tempelbof, iv. 56, 
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drink; but as the buraing day rose higher^ in the sweltering close 
marcli^ thirst grew irresistible. Crossing any of these Brooks^ the 
soldiers pounce down^ irrepressible, whole ranks of them ; lift water, 
clean or dirty ; drink it greedily from the brim of the hat. Sergeants 
may wag their tongues and their cudgels at discretion ; showers of 
cudgel-stftokes/^ says Archenholtz ; Sergeants going like threshers on 
the poor men; — though the upper OjfHceijs had a touch of mercy, and 
affected not to see this disobedience to the Sergeants and their cudgels,” 
which was punishable with death. War is not an over-fond Motheiy but 
a sufficiently Spartan one, to her Sons. There dropt down, in the march 
that day, 105 Prussian men, who never rose again. And as to intercepting 
Daun by such velocity, — ^Baun too is on march ; gone to Gorlitz, at almost 
a faster pace, if at a far heavier, — like a cart-horse on gallop ; faring still 
worse in the heat: ^^200 of Daun's men died on the road this day, and 
SOO more were invalided for life,” ^ 

^ Before reaching the Spree, Friedrich, who is in the Vanguard, hears 
of this Gorlitz March, and that the bird is flown. For which he has, 
therefore, to devise straightway a new expedient : Wheel to the right ; 
cross Spree farther down, holding towards Bautzen itself,’ ' orders 
Friedrich. And settles within two miles of Bautzen ; his left being at 
Boberschiitz, — on the strong ground he held after Hochkirch, while 
Baun, two years ago, sat watching so quiescent. Baun knows what kind 
of march these Prussians, blocked-out from relief of Neisse, stole on 
him then, and saved their Silesia, in spite of his watching and blocking ; 
—and has plunged off, in the manner of a*cart-horse scai*ed int^ gallop- 
ing, to avoid the like.* What a Sabbath-day's journey, on both sides, 
for those Sons of War I Nothing in the Roman times, though they had 
less baggage, comes up to such modern marching : nor is this the fastest 
of Friedrich’s, though of Bauii’s it unspeakably is, ^ Friedrich, having 
missed Baun, is thinking now to whirl round, and go into Lacy, — ^which 
will certainly bring B^n back, even better. 

*^This evening, accordingly, Ziethen occupies Bautzen; sweeps out 
certain Lacy precursors, cavalry in some strength, who are there. Lacy 
has come on as far as Bischofswerda : and his Horse-people seem to be 
wide ahead ; provokingiy pert upon Friedrich’s outposts, who determines 
to chastise them the first thing tomorrow. Tomorrow, as is very needful, 
is to be a rest-day otherwise. For Friedrich's wearied people a rest-day ; 
not at all for Barn’s, who continues his heavy-footed galloping yet 
another day and another, till he get across the Queiss, and actually reach 
Silesia. 

Monday July ^ Rest-day accordingly, in Bautzen neighbourhood ; 
nothing passing but a curious Skirmish of Horse, ^in which Friedrich, 

^ Tempelhof, iv. 58 j Archenholtz, ii. 68 ; Mitchell, ii. i66. 
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wild had gone westward reconuoitering^ seeking Lacy^ had the main 
share; and was notably situated for some time. Godan, a small town or 
village; six miles west of Bautzen^ was the scene of this notable 
passage: actors in it were Friedrich himsdif, on the Prussian part; 
mdy on the Austrian^ by degrees Lacy's Cavalry almost in whole. 
Lacy's Cavalry, what Friedrich does not knoW; are all In those 
neighbourhoods : and no sooner is Gddau swept clear of them; than 
they return in greater numbers; needing to be again swept; and; in 
fact; they gradually gather in upon him; in a singular and dangerous 
manner; after his first successes on them; and before his Infantry have 
time to get up and support. 

^ Friedrich was too impatient in this provoking little haggle; arresting 
him here. He had ordered on the suitable Battalion with cannon ; but 
hardly considers that the Battalion itself is six miles off;— not to speak 
of the Order; which is galloping on horseback; not going by electricity ; 
— ^the impatient Friedrich had slashed-in at once upon Godau; taken 
above 100 prisoners ; but is astonished to see the slashed people return; 
with Saxon-Dragoon regiments; all manner of regiments; reinforcing 
them. And has some really dangerous fencing there; — issuing in 
dangerous and curious pause of both parties; who stand drawn-up; 
scarcely beyond pistol-shot; and gazing into one another, for I know not 
how many minutes ; neither of them daring to move off, lest; on the 
instant of turning; it be charged and ^Overwhelmed. As the impatient 
Friedrich; at last; almost was, — had not his Infantry just then got in; 
and given their cannon-salvh. He lost about 200, the Lacy people 
hardly so many; and is now out of a considerable personal jeopardy; 
which is still celebrated in the Anecdote-EookS; perhaps to a mjrfchical 
extent. "Two Uhlans" (Saxon-Polish Light-Horse); "with their 
truculent pikeS; are just plunging in,” say the Anecdote-Books ; 

Friedrich's Page; who had got unhorsed, sprang to his fe#^, bellowed 
in Polish to them : ^What are you doing here, fellows?' ‘^Excellenz' 
(for the Page is not in Prussian uniform, or in uniform at all, only 
well-dressed), "^Excellenz, our horses ran away with us,' answer the 
poor fellows; and whirl hac!^ rapidly.”' The story, says Betzow; is 
true.^ 

This is the one event of July 7th; — and of July 8th withal ; which 
day also; on news of Daun that come, Friedrich rests. Up to July 8th; 
it is clear Fiiedrich is shooting with what we called tlj^e^first strifig of his 
boW; — intent, namely, on Silesia. Nor, on hearing that Daun is forward 
again, now hopelessly ahead, does he quit that enterprise ; but, on the 
contrary, tomorrow morning; J uly 9th; tries it by a new method, as we 


^ Retzow, ii. 215, 
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shall see ; method cuaningly devised to suit the second string as well. 

* How lucky that we have a second strings in case of failure ! ' — 

Tuesday Sth July, ^ News that Daun reached Gorlitz yesternight j and 
is due tonight at Laubai5^ fifty miles ahead of us; — no hope now of 
reaching Baun. Perhaps a sudden clutch at Lacy^ in the opposite 
directioi?^ might be the method of recalling Daun, and reaching him ? 
Ihat is the method fallen upon. 

^Sun being set^ the drums in Bautz& sound —audible to 
listening Croats in the Environs ; — beat tattoo^ and, later in the night, 
other passages of drum-music, also for Croat behoof {general-march I 
think it is ) ; indicating That we have started again, in pursuit of Daun. 
And in short, every precaution being taken to soothe the mind of Lacy 
and the Croats, Friedrich silently Issues, with his best speed, in Three 
columns, by Three roads, towards Lacy^s quarters, which go from that 
village of Godau westward, in a loose way, several miles. In three 
columns, by three routes, all to converge, with punctuality, on Lacy. 
Of the columns, two are of Infantry, the leftmost and the rightmost, on 
each hand, hidden as much as possible ; one is of Cavalry in the middle. 
Coming on in this manner — like a pair of triple-pincers, which are to 
grip simultaneously on Lacy, and astonish him, if he keep quiet. But 
Lacy is vigilant, and is cautious almost in excess. Learning by his 
Pandours that the King seems to be coming this way, Lacy gathers 
himself on the instant ; quit0» Godau, by one in the morning \ and " 
retreats bodily, at his fastest step, to Bischofswerda again ; nor by any 
means stops there.’ ^ * 


I'or the third time ! Three is lucky,’ Friedrich may have 
thoyght : and there has no precaution, of drum-music, of 
secrecy «r persuasive finesse, been neglected on Lacy. But 
Lacy has ears tMt hear the grass grow : our elaborately 
accurate triple-pincers, closing simultaneously on Bischofswerda, 
after eighteen miles of sweep, find Lacy flown again ; nothing 
to be caught of him but some 80 hussars. All this day and 
all next night Lacy is scouring through the western parts at 
an extraordii^ry rate; halting for a camp, twice over, at 
different places, — Diirrc Fuchs {lliirsiy Fow\ Diirre Blible 
{Thirsty Sweetheart\ or wherever it \vas; then again taking 
wing, on sound of Prussian parties to rear ; in short, huxTy- 

ing towards Dresden and the Reichsfolk, as^if for life. 

% 

^ Tempelhof, iv. 61-63. 
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Lacy’s retreat, I hear, was ingeniously done, with a mini- 
mum of disorder in the circumstances; but certainly it wm 
“ th a velocity as if his head had beei. on fire ; and, indeed 
thev sav he escaped annihilation by being off m tim^ _ He 

pu/up^finally, not at Thirsty Sweetheart, still less at Thirsty. 

Pox Recessive Hamlete and Public Houses in the ®an^ 
Wilderness which lies to north of Elbe, and is ^ led Dresden 
Heath-, but farther on, in the same Tract, at Weisse Hirsc 
(White Hart)-, which looks close over upon Dresden, withi 
and is a kind of Height »d »ilit«JP»t 
of «lvmtage. N«t morning, Jnl, lOth, he D,.*n 

Bridge, comee streaming through the Cit, ; and h*® 
with the Reichsfolk near there -.—towards Plauen Ch^m , 
the strongest ground in the world; hardly strong enough, it 
appears^ in the present emergency, , • x 

Eriedrich’s first string, therefore, has snapt m two ; but, 
on the instant, he has a second fitted on may that prove 
luckier ! 


ch'apteb II 

FRIEDRICH BESIEGES DRESDEN 

Peom and after the Evening of Wednesday July 9th^it is 
upon a Siege of Dresden that Friedrich ^es tufning the 
whole war-theatre topsy-turvy ; throwing Daun, Loudon, Lacy, 
everybody out, in this strange and sudden manner One ot 
the finest military feats ever done, thinks Pempelhof. Un- 
doubtedly a notable result so far, and notably done ; as the 
impartial reader (if Tempelhof be a little inconsistent) sees 
for himself. These truly are a wonderful series of marches, 
opulent in continual promptitudes, audacities, contmances ; 
Jldone with shining talent, certainly; and also with result 
shining, for the moment. And in a Fabulous Epic I think 
Dresden would cartainly have fallen to Friedrich, and his 
crowd of enemies been left in a tumbled condition. 
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But the Epic of Reality cares nothing for such considera- 
tions ; and the time allowable for capture of Dresden is very 
brief. Had Daun, ofn getting warning, been as prompt to 
return as he was to go, frankly fronting at once the chances 
,of the* road, he might have been at Dresden again perhaps 
within a week, — ^no Siege possible ibr Friedrich, hardly the 
big guns got-up from Magdeburg. But Friedrich calculated 
there would be very considerable fretting and haggling on 
Danny’s part ; say a good Fortnight of Siege allowed ; — and 
that, by dead-lift effort of all hands, the thing was feasible 
within that limit. On Friedrich’s part, as we can fancy, 
there was no want of effort; nor on his people’s part, — in 
spite of his complainings, say Retzow and the Opposition 
party ; who insinuate their own private belief of impossibility 
from the first. W confirmed by impartial judg- 

ments, — that of Archenholtz, and others better. The truth 
is, Friedrich was within an inch of taking Dresden by the 
first assault, — ^they say he actually could have taken it by 
storm the first day; but** shuddered at the thought of ex- 
posing poor Dresden to sack and p][jmder ; and hoped to get 
it by capitulation. • 

One of the rapidest and most furious Sieges anywhere on 
record. Filled Europe wdth astonishment, expectancy, ad- 
mira^on, horror: — must be very briefly recited here. The 
main chronological epochs, salient points of crisis and suc- 
cessive phases of occurrence, will sufficiently indicate it to the 
reader’s fancy, 

^ It was Thursday Evening, 10th July, when Lacy got to his Reichs- 
folk, and took breath behind Plauen Chasm. Maguire is Governor of 
Dresden. The consternation of garrison and population was extreme. 

To Lacy himself* it did not seem conceivable that Friedrich could mean 
a Siege of Dresden. Friedrich, that night, is beyond the River, in Daun's 
old impregnability of Reichenberg : He bas no siege-artillery,” thinks 
Lacy ; ^^no means, no time.” 

^Nevertheless, Saturday, next day after tomorrow, — behold, there is 
jgiilsen, come from Scliiettau to our neighbourhood, on our Austrian * 
side of the River. And at Kaditz yonder, a mile below Dresden, are not 
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King’s people buUdtog their then U 

morning —evidently coming outnumber tliem,— but as to 

ss,s:.;3 - ~K„“rMS“v:Sr?= 

is iow 14,000 : “Be of courage, be here with^ 

skilled in siege-matters, hel mai ^ 

despatch ! ”— and ^ , ’ Lacy and he, it is tliought, 

ss“s:£»^ 

. b.d*. of 

a great deal of time, 1 was standing by ^ ^as highly 

X. 0 . 00 * «». .»<» ““i I’JlST S, L. 

pleased; ? (^otnd by Dippoldiswalde or so, in upon 

ri^:f‘={^ p.. o<V 

horseback ; ordering the ° ° . j round the Western 

Preisnite, Plauen-ward, f f V speLcle from the walls); 

_ and the Southern side ^ Dresd n (a ^,„„f,rUbly left 

a®; on tSe stuth-eastern side of Dresden, at Gruna, 
™ Gurden- feady to begin business on the morrow. 
Sm, lut a m!le to the’sou Jeast of Dresden Walls, is headquarter 

+A -nlftv Iiuon tbe Neustadt simultaneously* tt i i. • ^ 

IfZ^L 14th 'At f> A*M., cannonade began; diligent on Holstein s 
Dart Ld^ouii; hut of inconsiderable effect. Maguire has been sum- 
^ Tipd • " Will” (with such a garrison, in spite of such trepidations 

"1 c™»d .ti.") “ «»o r* “''firs; Els’; 

rLs neonle’ (not Quintus’s, who is on the other sid_e of the Kiver), 
2 rSlars to rear, advance on the Pirna Gate; hurl-in Maguires 
Ohvpailes ; and had near got in along with them,~might have done 


1 Tempslhof, iv* 65. 


Mitchell, ii. i68. = Tempelhof, v. 67. 
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so^ they and their supports^ it is thought by somej had storm seemed the 
recommendable method, 

‘For four days there is livelier and livelier cannonading; new bat- 
teries getting opened in the Mochinska Garden and other points ; on 
the Prussian part, great longing that the Magdeburg artillery were here. 
The Prussians are making diligently ready for it, in the mean while 
^refitting the old Trenches, ‘‘ old Envelope dug by Maguire himself in 
the Anti-Schmettau time ; these will do 'frell enough); — ^the Prussians 
, reinforce Holstein at the Weisse Hirsch, throw a new bridge across to 
him ; and are busy day and night. Maguire, too, is most industrious, 
resisting and preparing : Thursday shuts-up the Weistrit^ Brook (a dam 
being ready this long while hack, needing only to be closed), and lays 
the whole South side of Dresden under water. Many rumours about 
Daun ; coming, not coming ; — must for certain come, but will possibly 
be siowish/ 

Friday 18th, ^Joy to every Prussian soul; here are the heavy guns 
fi’om Magdeburg, These, at any rate, are come; beds for them ail 
ready ; and now the cannonading can begin in right earnest. As it does 
with a vengeance. To Mitchell, and perhaps others, “The King of 
Prussia says He will now be master of the Town in a few' days. And the 
disposition he has made of his troops on the other side of the River is 
intended not only to attack Dresden on that side (and defend himself 
from Daun), ‘'‘but also to prevent the Garrison from retiring. . 
“This morning, Friday 18th, the Suburb Pirna, the one street left of 
it, was set fire to, by Maguire ; and, burnt out of the way, as the others 
had been. Many of the wretched inhabitants had fied to our camp ; 
‘Let them lodge in Plauen, no fighting there, quiet artificial water 
expanses there instead.' Many think the Town will not be taken; or 
that7i5^ ikriiould, it will cost very dear,— so determined seems Maguire."^ 
And, in eSfeft^&ojaaJiljis day onwards, the Siege became altogether fierce, 
and not only so, but fiery as w’ell ; and, though lasting in that violent 
form only four, or at the very utmost seven, days more, had near ruined 
Dresden from the face of the world.' 

Saturday V3th^ ‘Maguire, touched to the quick by these new artilleries 
of the Prussians this moi’uing, found good to mount a gun or two on the 
leads of the Kreuz-Kirclie" (Protestant High Church, where, before now, 
we hawe noticed» Friedrich attending quasi-divine service more than once); 
— ‘ that is to say^ on the crown of Dresden ; from which there is view 
into the bottom of Friedrich's trenches and operations. Others say, it 
was only two or three old Saxon cannon, w'hich stand there, for firing on 
gala-days ; and that they hardly fired on Friedrich more than once. For 
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^ Mitchell, iii. 170, 17 1. 
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certain^ this is one of the desirablest battery stations^ — if only Friedrich 
will leave it alone. Which he will not for a moment ; but brings terrific 
howitzers to bear on it ; cannon-balls^ grenadoes ; tears it to destruction^ 
and the poor Kreuz-Kirche along with it. Ki^-che speedily all in flames^ 
street after street blazing-up round it^ again and again for eight-and- 
forty hours coming ; hapless Dresdenj during two days and pights, a 
mere volcano henceforth/ ^ By mistake all that^ and without order of 
mine/ says Friedrich once j-^meauing^ I think, all that of the Kreuz- 
Kirche; and perhaps wishing he could mean the bombardment alto- 
gether, ^ — who nevertheless got, and gets, most of the credit of the thing 
from a shocked outside world. 

^This morning,' same Saturday 19 th, ^Baun is reported to have 
arrived ; vanguard of him said to he at Schonfeld, over in Thirsty- 
Sweetheart Country yonder : which Friedrich, going to reconnoitre, finds 
tragically indisputable : There, for certain ; only five miles from 
Holstein's post at the White Harty and no River between ; — as the crow 
files, hardly five from our own Camp. Perhaps it will be some days yet 
before he do anything?" So that Friedrich persists in his bombardment, 
only the more : By fire-torture, then I Let the bombarded Royalties 
assail. Maguire, and Maguire give-in; — it is our one chance left; and 
succeed we will and must ! ” Cruel, say you ? — Ah, yes, cruel enough, 
not merciful at all. The soul of Friedrich, I perceive, is not in a bright 
mood at this time, but in a black and -vjrathful, worn almost desperate 
against the slings and arrows of unjust Fate : Ahead, I say ! If every- 
body will do miracles, cannoj we perhaps still manage it, in spite ox 
Fate?" # Mitchell is very sorry; but will forget and forgive those 
inexorable passages of war. 

cannot think of the bombardment of Dresden without horror/ 
says he : ^ nor of many other things I have seen. Misfortunes naturally 
sour men's temper* (even royal men’s); ^and long continu^ ■^ffiiout 
interval, at last extinguish humanity.* ^ We critical 

and dangerous situation, which cannot long last: one lucky event, 
approaching to a miracle, may still save all ; but the extreme caution 
and circumspection of Marshal Baun — I ' ^ 


If Daun could be swift, and end the miseries of Dresden, 
surely Dresden would be much obliged to him. It was ten 
days yet, after that of the Kreuz-Kirche, before lOresden quite 
got rid of its Siege : Daun never was a sudden man. By a 


^ Schoning, ii. 361 : * To Prince Henri, at Giessen * (Frankfurt Country), 
‘23a July 1760.' • 

^ Mitchell, ii. 184, 185. ^ 
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kind of accident, he got Holstein hustled across the River 
that first night (Jnly 19th), — not annihilated, as was very 
feasible, but pushed home, out of his way. Whereby the 
North side of Dresden* is now open ; and Daun has free com- 
Hiunica-^jion with Maguire, 

• Maguire rose thereupon to a fine pitch of spirits ; tried 
V several things, and wished Daun to fry ; but with next to no 
result. For two days after Holstein'^s departure, Daun sat 
still, on his safe Northern shore ; stirring nothing but his own 
cunctations and investigations, leaving the bombardment, or 
cannonade, to take its own course. One attempt he did 
make in concert with Maguire (night of Monday 21st), and 
one attempt only, of a serious nature ; which, like the rest, 
was unsuccessful. And would not be worth mentioning, — 
except for the poor Regiment Berniurg's sake; Bernburg 
having got into strange case in consequence of it. 

This Attempt ’ (Night of 21st-22d July) ^ was a combined sally and 
assault, — Sally by Maguire's people, a General Nugent heading tbem, 
from the South or Plauen sidi^ of Dresden, and Assault by 4,000 of 
Daun's from the North side, — upon Friedrich's Trenches. Which are to 
be burst"in upon in this double way, and swept well clear, as may be 
expected, Friedrich, however, was aware of the symptoms, find had 
people ready waiting, — especially, had Regiment Bernburg j Battalions 1 st 
and 2d ; a Regiment hitherto without stain. 

^ Bernburg accordingly, on General Nugent's entering their trenches 
from tSfe»^uth side, falls altogether heartily on General Nugent; 
tumbles 200 prisoners, Nugent himself one of them ’ 

(who is considered to have been the eye of the enterprise, worth many 
hundreds this night) : all this Bernburg, in its usually creditable 
manner, does, as expected of it. But after, or during all this, when the 
Daun people from the north come streaming in, say four to one, 
both south and north, Bernburg looked round for support ; and seeing 
none, had, after more or less of struggle, to retire as a defeated Bern- 
burg, — Austriant taking the battery, and ruling supreme there for some 
time. Till Wedefi, or somebody with fresh Battalions came up ; and, 
rallying Bernburg to him, retook their Battery, and drove out the 
Austrians, with a heavy loss of prisoners,^ 

^ I did not hear that Bernburg's conduct was liable to the least fair 


^ Tempelhof, iv. 79. 
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censure. But Friedrich’s soul is severe at this time ; demanding miracles 
from everybody : ‘^‘^You runaway Bernburg, shame on you !’’■— and 
actually takes the swords from them, and cuts-off their Hat-tresses : 

There !” Which excited such an astoiiishn^nt in the Prussian Army 
as was seldom seen before. And affected Bernburg to the length almost 
of despair, and breaking of heart,— in a way that is not ridiculcyis to me 
at all, but beautiful and pathetic. Of which there is much talk, noW* 
and long afterwards, in milftary circles. The sorrow''s of these poor 
Bernburgers, their desperate efforts to wash-out this stigma, their actual 
washing of it out, not many weeks hence, and their magnificent joy on 
the occasion,*— these n-re the one distinguishing point in Daun’s relief of 
Dresden, which was otherwise quite a cunctatory, sedentary matter.’ 

Daun built three Bridges, — ^he had a broad stone one 
already, — but did little or nothing with them ; and never 
himself came across at alL Merely shot-out nocturnal Pan- 
dour Parties, and ordered up Lacy and the Reichsfolk to do 
the like, and break the night’s rest of his Enemy. . il0*^ifSde 
minatory movements, one at least, down the Iliver, by his 
own shore, on Friedrich’s Ammunition-Boats from Torgau, 
and actually intercepted certain of them, which was some- 
thing ; but, except this, and vague-flourishings of the Pandour 
kind, left Friedrich to his own course. 

Friedrich bombarded for a day or two farther ; cannonaded, 
out of more or fewer batteries, for eight, or I think ten days 
more. Attacks from Daun there were to be, now on this 
side, now on that ; many rumours of attack, but, exceg^S^once 
only (midnight Pandours attempting th e Kjng’a^ J^<?fflng, ^ a 
Farmhouse near Gruna,’ but to their astonishment rousing the 
whole Prussian Army ^in the course of three minutes’^), 
rumour was mainly all. For guarding his siege-lines, Fried- 
rich has to alter his position ; to shift slightly, now fronting 
this way, now the other way ; is ^ called always at midnight ’ 
(against these nocturnal disturbances), and ^^never has his 
clothes off.’ Nevertheless, continues his bo&ibardment, and 
then his cannonading, till his own good time, which I think 

^ Archenholtz, ix. 8i (who is very vivid, but does not date) ; Rodenbeck, 
ii. 24 (quotes similar account by another Eye-witness, and guesses it to be * night 
of July 22d-23d*). ^ 
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is till the 26th. His ^ ricochet-battery j’’ which is good against 
Maguire's people, innocent to Dresden, he continued for three 
days more ; — while gathering his furnitures about Plauen 
Country, making his arrangements at Meissen ; — did not 
Ij^iarch iSll the night of July 29th. Altogether calmly; no 
Dauii or Austrian molesting him in the least ; liis very sentries 
walking their rounds in the trenches till daylight ; after which 
they also marched, unmolested, Meissen-ward. 

Unfortunate Friedrich has made nothing of Dresden, then. 
After such a June and July of it, since he left the Meissen 
Country ; after all these intricate manoeuvrings, hot fierce 
marchings and superhuman exertions, here is he, returning 
to Meissen Country poorer than if he had »stayed. Fouquet 
lost, Glatz unrelieved — ^Nay, just before marching ofiF, what is 
this new phenomenon ? Is this by way of ^ Happy journey to 
you ! ' Towards sunset of the 29th, exuberant joy-firing rises 
far and wide from the usually quiet Austrian lines, — ^ Mean- 
ing what, once more?' Meaning that Glatz is lost, your 
Majesty ; that, instead of a siege of many %veeks (as might 
have been expected with Fouquet for Commandan.t),«rit has 
held-out under Fouquet's Second, only a few hours ; and is 
gone without I’emedy ! Certain, though incredible. Imbecile 
Comss^^il^ant, treacherous Garrison (Austrian deserters mainly), 
with stea^^fe sL Jesuits acting on them : no use asking w^hat. 
Here is the sad Narrative, in succinct form : 


Capture of Glatz (26th July 1760) 

^ Loudon is a swift man, when he can get bridle ; hut the curb-hand of 
Daun is often heavy on him. Loudon has had Glatz blockaded since 
June 7th; since*' June 23d he has had Fouquet rooted away, and the 
ground clear for a Siege of Glatz. But had to abstain altogether, in the 
mean time ,* to take camp at Laiidshut, to march and manoeuvre about, 
in support of Daun, and that heavy-footed gallop of Dauiis which then 
followed : on the whole, it was not till Friedrich for Dresden that 
thjg Siege-Artillery, from Olmiitz, could be ordered forward upon Glatz; 
not for a fortnight more that the Artillery could come ; and-j in spite of 
VOL. vn. Q 
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Loudon’s utmost despatch, not till break of day July 26th, that me, 
batteries could opeUv After which, such was Loudon's speed and 
fortune,-~and so diligent had the Jesuits been in those seven weeks, — 
the Siege/' as they call it, was over in less than seven hours. 

^ One Goionel B’O ' (Piedmontese by nation, an incompetent person, 
known to loud Trenck during his detention here) ^was Commandants^ 
Glatz, and had the principal Portress, — ^for there are two, one on each 
side of the Neisse River ; — his Second was a Colonel Quadt, by birth 
Prussian, seemingly not very competent he either, who had command of 
the Old Fortress, round which lies the Town of Glatz: a little Town, 
abounding in Jesuits to whose Virgin, if readers remember, Friedrich 
once gave a new gown ; with small effect on her, as would appear. The 
Quadt-D’O garrison was 2,400, — and, if tales are true, it had been well 
bejesuited during those seven weeks J At four in the morning July 26th, 
the battering began on Quadt ; Quadt, 1 will believe, responding what 
he could, — especially from a certain Arrowhead Redoubt (or Fleche) he 
has, which ought to have been important to him. After four or ffve 
hours of this, there was mutual pause, — as if both parties had decided 
upon breakfast before going farther. 

^ Quadt's Fortress is very strong, mostly hewn in the rock ; and he has 
that important outwork of a Fleche ; which is excellent for enfilading, as 
it extends well beyond the glacis ; and, being of rock like the rest, is also 
abundantly defensible. Loudon's peopxe, looking over into this Fi^cis^ 
find it negligently guarded Quadt at breakfast, as would seem : — and 
directly^end for Harsch, Captain of the Siege, and even for Loudon, the 
General-in-Chief. Negligently guarded, sure enough ; nothing in the 
Fleche hut a few sentries, and these in the horizontal position, taking 
their unlawful rest there, after such a morning's work. Seize me 
that/* eagerly orders Loudon ; hold that with firm grip 1 is 

done; only to step in softly, two battalions of yoU| and„ hard hold. 
Incompetent Quadt, figure in what a flurry, rushing out to recapture his 
Fl^che ^ — explodes instead into mere anarchy, whole Companies of him 
flinging-down their arms at their Officers' feet and the like. So that 
Quadt is totally driven-in again, Austrians along with him ; and is obliged 
to beat chamade; — D'O following the example, about an hour after, 
without even a capitulation. Was there ever seen such a defence ! Major 
Unruh, one of a small minority, was Prussian, and stancji : here isUnruh's 
personal expezdence, — testimony on D'O’s Trial, I <^uppose, — and now 
pretty much the one thing worth reading on this subject. 

* Major Unruh testifies : At four in the morning, 26th July 1760, the , 
Enemy began to cannonade the Old Fortress " (that of Quadt); ^<^and about 


^ CEmres de Fridiric^ v, 55 . 
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nine^ I was ordered witli 150 men to clear the Envelope from Austrians, 
Just when I had got to the Damm-Gate^ halt was called, I asked the 
Commandant^ who was behind me^ which way I should march ; to the 
Crown-work or to the Envelope ? Being answered, To the Envelope, I 
found on coming out at the Field-Gate nothing but an Austrian Lien- 
•^nant-Colonel and some men. He called to me, ^ There had been 
chamade beaten, and I was not to run into destruction (mich unglucklich 
machen)l * I offered him Quarter ; and took him in effect prisonex', with 
20 of his best men ; and sent him to the Commandant, wdth request that 
he would keep my rear free, or send me reinforcement. I shot the 
Enemy a great many people here ; chased him from the Field-Gate, and 
out of both the Envelope and the Hedoubt called the Ci^ane" (that is the 
FUche itself, only that the Austrians are mostly not now tlxere, but gone 
through into the interior there 1) — lieturning to the Field-Gate, I found 
that the Commandant had beaten chamade a second time ; there were 
marching in, by this Field-Gate, two Battalions of the Austrian Regi- 
ment Andlau ; I had to yield myself prisoner, and was taken to General 
Loudon, He asked me, ‘ Ho At you know the rules of war, then ; that 
you fire after chamade is beaten ? ' I answered in my heat, ^ I knew of 
no chamade; what poltroonery or what treachery had been going on, 
I knew notr Loudon answered, ^You might deserve to have your 
head laid at your feet. Sir I Am I here to inquire which of you shows 
bravery, which -poltroonery } A blazing Loudon, when the fire 
is up ! — 

After the Peace, H’O had Court-max*txal, which sentencedoJbim to 
death, Friedrich making it perpetual imprisonment : ^ Perhaps not a 
traitor, only a blockhead T thought Friedxich. He had been recom- 
mended to his post by Fouquet. What Trenck writes of him is, other- 
wise, lies. . , 


Thus is the southern Key of Silesia (one of the two southern 
Keys, Neisse being the other) lost to Friedrich, for the first 
time; and Loudon is like to drive a trade there. ^Will 
absolutely nothing prosper with us, then ? ’ * Nothing, seem- 
ingly, your Majesty! Heavier news Friedrich scarcely ever 
had. But the]8e is no help. This too he has to carry with 
him as he can* into the Meissen Country. Unsuccessful 
altogether ; beaten on every hand. Human talent, diligence, 
endeavour, is it but as lightning smiting the Serbonian Bog ? 
Smite to the last, your Majesty, at any fate; let that be 
^ Seyfarth, ii. 652, - j 
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Loudon’s utmost despatch, not till break of day July 26th, that the 
batteries could open* After which, such was Loudon’s speed and 
fortune,— and so diligent had the Jesuits been in those seven weeks,— 
the Siege/’ as they call it, was over in less itian seven hours. 

^One Colonel D’O’ (Piedmontese by nation, an incompetent person, 
known to loud Trenck during his detention here) ^ was Commandant 
data, and had the principal Fortress, — for there are two, one on each 
side of the Neisse River ; — his Second was a Colonel Quadt, by birth 
Prussian, seemingly not very competent he either, who had command of 
the Old Forti'ess, round which lies the Town of Glatz : a little Town, 
abounding in Jesuits ; — to whose Virgin, if readers remember, Friedrich 
once gave a new gown ; with small effect on her, as would appear. The 
Quadtr-D’O garrison was 2,400,—and, if tales are true, it had been well 
bejesiiited during those seven weeks.^ At four in the morning July 26th, 
the battering began on Quadt ; Quadt, I will believe, responding what 
he could, — especially from a certain Arrowhead Redoubt (or Fleehe) he 
has, which ought to have been important to him* After four or five 
hours of this, there was mutual pause, — as if both parties had decided 
upon breakfast before going farther. 

^^Quadt’s Fortress is very strong, mostly hewn in the rock ,* and he has 
that important outwork of a Fleche ; which is excellent for enfilading, as 
it extends well beyond the glacis ; and, being of rock like the rest, is also 
abundantly defensible. Loudon’s people, looking over into this FBoJiBs 
find it negligently guarded Quadt at breakfast, as w’^ould seem : — and 
directly^end for Harsch, Captain of the Siege, and even for Loudon, the 
Generaldn-Chief. Negligently guarded, sure enough i nothing in the 
Flhhe hut a few sentries, and these in the horizontal position, taking 
their unlawful rest there, after such a morning’s work, Seize hae ^ 
that/’ eagerly orders Loudon ; ^^hold that with firm grip ! ” .^-^^ich 
done ; only to step in softly, two battalions of youj and- hard hold. 
Incompetent Quadt, figure in what a flurry, rusUing out to recapture his 
FBckSy — explodes instead into mere anarchy, whole Companies of him 
flinging-down their arms at their Officers’ feet and the like. So that 
Quadt is totally driven-in again, Austrians along with him ; and is obliged 
to beat chamade ; — D’O following the example, about an hour after, 
without even a capitulation. Was there ever seen such a defence ! M^or 
Unruh, one of a small minority, was Prussian, and stanch : here is Unruh^g 
‘personal experience, — testimony on D’O’s Trial, I suppose, — and no^ 
pretty much the one thing worth reading on this subject. 

^ M(^*or Unruh teHifies ; At four in the moniing, 26th July 1760, the 
Enemy began to cannonade the Old Fortress ” (that of Quadt); and about 


^ (Euvres de Fridiric^ v. 55. 
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Loudon’s utmost despatcli^ not till break of day July 26th, that tJie 
batteries oould open. After which, such was Loudon's speed and 
fortune, — and so diligent had the Jesuits been in those seven weeks,— 
the Siege/* as they call it, was over in less than seven hours. 

^One Colonel D’O* (Piedmontese by nation, an incompetent person, 
known to loud Trenck during his detention here) ^ was Commandant 
Glatz, and had the principal Fortress, — for there are two, one on each 
side of the Neisse Eiver ; — ^his Second was a Colonel Quadt, by birth 
Prussian, seemingly not very competent he either, who had command of 
the Old Fortress, round which lies the Town of Glatz : a little Town, 
abounding in Jesuits ; — to whose Virgin, if readers remember, Friedrich 
once gave a new gown ; with small effect on her, as would appear. The 
Quadt-D’O garrison was 2,400, — and, if tales are true, it had been well 
bejesuited during those seven weeks.^ At four in the morning July 26th, 
the battering began on Quadt ; Quadt, I will believe, responding what 
he could, — especially from a certain Arrowhead Redoubt (or Fleche) he 
has, which ought to have been important to him. After four or five 
hours of this, there was mutual pause, — as if both parties had decided 
upon breakfast before going farther, 

^ Quadt’s Fortress is very strong, mostly hewn in the rock ; and lie has 
that important outwork of a Fleche ; which excellent for enfilading, as 
it extends well beyond the glacis ; and, being of rock like the rest, is also 
abundantly defensible. Loudon's peopie, looking over into this Fl^cjie^ 
find it negligently guarded Quadt at breakfast, as would seem : — and 
directljssend for Harsch, Captain of the Siege, and even for Loudon, the 
General-in-Chief. Negligently guarded, sure enough ; nothing in the 
FBehe but a few sentries, and these in the horizontal position, taking 
their unlawful rest there, after such a morning's work. Seize me 
that^^ hold that with firm grip ! ** ^^ich 1$ 

done; only to step in softly, two battalions of you ^ an d. 3?^^ hard hold. 
Incompetent Quadt, figure in what a fiurry, ruslimg out to recapture his 
FBchey — explodes instead into mere anarchy, whole Companies of him 
fiinging-down their arms at their Officers* feet and the like. So that 
Quadt is totally driven-in again, Austrians along with him ; and is obliged 
to beat chamade; — D'O following the example, about an hour after, 
without even a capitulation. Was there ever seen such a defence 1 Major 
Unruh, one of a small minority, was Prussian, and stancji : here is Unruh’s 
•personal experience, — testimony on D*0*s Trial, I <^uppose, — and no^ 
pretty much the one thing worth reading on this subject. ,1 

^ Maj 0 Y Unruh testifies : At four in the morning, 26th July 1760, the 
Enemy began to cannonade the Old Fortress " (that of Quadt); and about ‘ 
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nine^ I was ordered witli 150 men to clear tlie Envelope from Austrians. 
Just when I had got to the Damm-Gate^ halt was called. I asked the 
Commandant^ who was behind me^ which way I should march ; to the 
Crown-work or to the Envelope ? Being answered. To the Envelope, 1 
found on coming out at the Field-Gate nothing but an Austrian Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel and some men. He called to me, ^ There had been 
chamade beaten, and I was not to run into destruction {mioh ungliicMioh 
muchen)\ * 1 offered him Quarter ; and took him in effect prisoner, with 
20 of his best men ; and sent him to the Commandant^ with request that 
he would keep my rear free, or send me reinforcement, I shot tiie 
Enemy a great many people here ; chased him from the Field-Gate, and 
out of both the Envelope and the Redoubt called the Crane"'' (that is the 
Fleche itself, only that the Austrians are mostly not now there, but gone 
through into the interior there !) — Returning to the Field-Gate, I found 
that the Commandant had beaten chamade a second time ; there were 
marching in, by this Field-Gate, two Battalions of the Austrian Regi- 
ment Andlau ; I had to yield myself prisoner, and was taken to General 
Loudon. He asked me, ^ Don't you know the rules of war, then ; that 
you fire after chamade is beaten ? ' I answered in my heat, ^ I knew of 
no chamade; what poltroonery ox what treachery had been going on, 
I knew notr Loudon answered, ^ You might deserve to have your 
head laid at your feet, Sir 1 Am I here to inquire which of you shows 
bravery, which poltroonery?"'^^ A blazing Loudon, when the fire 
is up I — ! 

After the Peace, D'O had Court-mai-tial, which sentenced^Jhim to 
death, Friedrich making it perpetual imprisonment: ^Perhaps not a 
traitor, only a blockhead V thought Friedrich. He had been recom- 
mended to his poA by Fouquet. What Trenck writes of him is, otlier- 
wise, lies. - 

Thus is the southern Key of Silesia (one of the two southern 
Keys, Neisse being the other) lost to Friedrich, for the first 
time; and Loudon is like to drwe a trade there. ^Will 
absolutely nothing prosper with us, then F Nothing, seem- 
ingly, your Majesty i Heavier news Friedrich scarcely ever 
had. But these is no help. This too he has to caiTy with 
him as he can * into the Meissen Country, Unsuccessful 
altogether ; beaten on every hand. Human talent, diligence, 
endeavour, is it but as lightning smiting the Serbonian Bog ? 
Smite to the last, your Majesty, at any ftite; let that be 
^ Seyfarth, ii, 652. . J 




244 NOT TO BE OVERWHELMED [bookxx. 

Caoth July 1760 

certain. As it is/ and has been. That is always somethings 
that is always a great thing. 

• 

Friedrich intends no pause in those Meissen Countries. 
July SOfA, on his march northward, he detaches Hiilsen with 
the old IO5OOO to takfe Camp at Schlettau as before, and 
do his best for defence of Saxony against the Reichsfolk, 
numerous, but incompetent ; he himself, next day, passes on, 
leaving Meissen a little on his right, to Scliieritz, some miles 
farther down, — ^intending there to cross Elbe, and make for 
Silesia without loss of an houx% Need enough of speed 
thither; more need than even Friedrich supposes 1 Yesterday 
July 30th, Loudon’s Vanguard came blockading Breslau, and 
this day Loudon himself though Friedrich heard nothing, 
anticipated nothing, of that dangerous fact, for a week hence 
or more. 

Soltikofs and Loudon’s united intentions on Silesia he has 
well known this long while ; and has been perpetually dunning 
Prince Henri on the subj ect, to ^ no purpose, — only hoping 
always there would probf^bly be no great rapidity on the part 
of theS^ discordant Allies. Friedrich’s feelings, wow that the 
contrai’y is visible, and indeed all through the Summer in 
regard to the Soltikof-Loudon Business, and the Fouquet- 
Henri method of dealing with it, have been painfuj^ndugh, 
and are growing ever more so. Cautioi^L-B^«i^ would 
make the smallest attack on Soltikof, but merely keep observ- 
ing him; — ^the end of which, what can the end of it be? 
urges Friedrich always : ^ Condense yourselves ; go in upon 
the Russians, while they are in separate corps ’ ; — and is very 
ill-satisfied with the languor of procedures there. As is the 
Prince with such reproaches, or implied reproaches, to said 
languor. Nor is his humour cheered, when the King’s bad 
predictions prove true. What has it come to? These 
Letters of King and Prince are worth reading, — if indeed 
you can, in the confusion of Schoning (a somewhat exuberant 
mati^louii rather than luminous) ; — ^so curious is the Private 
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Dialogue going on there at all times, in the background of 
the stage, between the Brothers. One short specimen, ex- 
tending through the /une and July just over, — specimen 
distilled faithfully out of that huge jumbling sea of Schoning, 
^nd rendered legible, — the reader will ..onseut to. 

Dialogue qf* Friedrich and Henri (from their Private Corre- 
spoiidence : June 7th — July £9th, 1760) 

Friedrich^ (June 7tli ; before bis first crossing Elbe ; Henri at Sagan ; 
be at ScMettau, scanning the waste of fatal possibilities). * * Em- ' 
barrassing.^ Not a doubt of tliat 1 * ^‘*1 own, the circumstances both of 

us are in are like to turn my bead, three or four times a day,” Loudon 
aiming for Neisse, don't you think? Fouquet all in the wrong/ — ^^One 
has nothing for it but to watch where the likelihood of the biggest mis- 
fortune is, and to run thither with one’s whole strength,” 

Henri, * * I confess I am in great apprehension for Colberg ’’ :• 

^ shall one make thither, think you? Russians, 8,000 as the first instal- 
ment of them, have arrived ; got to Posen under Fermor, June 1st ; — so 
the Commandant of Glogau writes me (see enclosed).’ 

Friedrich (June 9th). ^ Commandant of Glogau writes impossibilities ; 

Russians are not on march yet, nor will be for above a week.’ 

I cross Elbe, the 15th. I am compelled to undertake something of 
decisive nature, and leave the rest to chance. For desperate (Msorders 
desperate remedies. My bed is not one of roses. Heaven aid us : for 
human prudence finds itself fall short in situations so cruel and desperate 
aS'.ours/’’' ■ . ■ ■ ■ 

Hm, lim, ha’ (Nothing but carefully - collected rumours, 
and wire-'dr^reai..._aj^uri^ from them, on the part of Henri; very in- 
tense inspection of the chicken-bowels,— hardly ever without a shake 
of the bead). 

Friedrich (June 26tb; has heard of the Fouquet disaster). * * 
^'Yesterday my heart was torn to pieces” (news of Landsbut, Fouquet’s 
downfall there), ^‘‘and I felt too sad to be in a state for writingyou & 
sensible Letter ,* but today, when I have come to myself a little again, 

I will se^id you ^py refiections. After what has happened to Fouquet, 
it is certain Loudon can have no other design but on Breslau” (he 
designs Glatz first of all) ; it will he the grand point, therefore, 
especially if the Russians too are bending thither, to save that Capital 


^ Schbning, u. 313 (‘Meissen Camp, 7th June, 1760’); id, ii. 317 {‘9th 
June’). - i 
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of Silosia. Surely the Turks must be iix motion : — if so^ we are saved ; 
if not SO; we are lost 1 Today I have taken this Camp of DobritzS; in 
order to he more collected; and in condition to fight well; should occa-r 
sion rise; — and in case all this that is said an*d written to me about the 
Turks is true (which nothing of it was); to be able to profit by it when 
the time comes/" ^ t 

Eenri (simultaneously; J*ine 26th : Henri is forward from Sagan; 
through Fraakfuit; and got settled at Landsberg; where he remains 
through the rest of the Dialogue)* ^ * ^TottlebeU; with his Cossacks; 
scouring about; got a check from uS; — nothing like enough/ By all 
my accounts; Solbikof, with the gross of the Russians; is marching for 
Posen, The other rumours and symptoms agree in indicating a separate 
CorpS; under Fermoi*; who is to join TottlebeU; and besiege Colberg: 
if both these Corps, the Colberg and the Posen one, act in concert, my 
embarrassment will be extreme/" * * I have just had news of what 
has befallen General Fouquet, Before this stroke, your affairs were 
desperate enough ; now I see but too well what we have to look for/" ® 
(How comforting !) 

Friedrich, Would to God your prayers for the swift capture of 
Dresden had been heard; but unfortunately I must tell you, this stroke 
has failed me.” * * '^Dresden has been reduced to ashes, third part 
of the Alstadt lying burnt;— contrary to my intentions: my orders 
were. To spare the City, and play the Artillery against the works. My 
Minister Graf von Finck will have told you what occasioned its being 
seton%e/"^ 

Eenri (July 26th; Dresden Siege gone awry). * am to keep 

the Russians from Frankfurt, to cover Glogau, and prevent a besieging 
of Breslau I All that forms an overwhelming problem ; — which I, with 
my whole heart, will give up to somebody abler for it than I 
Finedrich (29th July; quits the Trenches of Dres i^en^his night). 
* ^ have seen with pain that you represent everything to yourself 
on the black side. I beg you, in the name of God, my dearest Bx^other, 
don"t take things up in their blackest and worst shape : — it is this that 
throws your mind into such an indecision, which is so lamentable. 
Adopt a resolution rather, what resolution you like, but stand by it, 
and execute it with your whole strength. I conjure you, take a fixed 
resolution ; better a bad than none at all."" * * ^^xat is possible to 
man, I will do ; neither care nor consideration nor effoii; shall be spared, 
to secure the result of my plans. The rest depends on cii^cumstanc^. 

1 Schdning, ii. 341 (‘ Gross-Dobritz, 26th June 1760’), 

* 13 , n, tsg (‘ Landsberg, 36th June 1760*), 

^ ® il 361 (‘2d-3d July "). 

^ /3, ii. 369*37 1 (* Landsberg, 26th July 
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Amid such a number of enemies, one cannot always do what one will, 
but must let them prescribe. ” ^ 

An uncomfortable Jiittle Gentleman ; but full of faculty, 
if one can manage to get good of it i Here, what might 
Jiave p^teceded all the above, and been preface to it, is a 
pretty passage from him ; a glimpse he has had of Sans- 
Souci, before setting-out on those gloomy marchings and 
cunctatory hagglings. Henri writes (at Torgau, April ^6th, 
just back from Berlin and farewell of friends) : 

* I mean to march the day after tomorrow. I took 
arrangements with General Fouquet'’ (about that long fine- 
spun Chain of Posts, where we are to do such service ?) — 
^ the Black liussars cannot be here till tomorrow, otherwise 
I should have marched a day sooner. My Brother’ (poor 
little invalid Ferdinand) ^ charged me to lay him at your 
feet. I found him weak and thin, more so than formerly* 
Returning hither, the day before yesterday, I passed through 
Potsdam ; I went to Sans-Souci’ (April ^4jth, 1760) : — ^all 
is green there ; the Garden embellished, and seemed to me 
excellently kept. Though these details cannot occupy you 
at present, I thought it would give you pleasure toJiear of 
them for a moment.’ ^ Ah, yes ; all is so green and blessedly 
silently there : sight of the lost Paradise, actually \isible 
for a .^loment yondei', far away, while one goes whirling in 
this manner on jthe^ilHmitable wracking winds ! — 

Here finally, from a distant part of the War-Theatre, is 
another Note; which we will read while Friedrich is at 
Schieritz. At no other place so properly; the very date of 
it, chief date (July 31st), being by accident synchronous with 
Schieritz : 


DuJce Ferdihand^s Battle of Warburg (31st July 1760) 

Duke Ferdinand has opened bis difficult Campaign ; and especially, — 
just while that Siege of Dresden blazed and ended, — has had three sharp 


^ Schbning, ii. 370-2 (‘Leubnitz, before Dresden, 29th July 1760^). 
® Ib* ii. 263 {* Torgau, 26th April 1760'). ^ I 
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FightSj vrhicli were then very loud in the Gazettes^ along with it, ITiree 
once famous Actions ; which unexpectedly had little or no result^ and are 
very much forgotten now. So that bare enumeration of them is nearly 
all we are permitted here. Pitt has furnish^ 7^000 new English^ this 
Campaign^ — there are now 20^000 English in all^ and a Duke Ferdinand 
raised to 70^000 men. Surely^ under good omens^ thinks Pitt / and sti^ 
more think the Gazetteers^, jt^idging by appearances. Yes : but if Broglio 
have ISOjOOO^ what will it come to ? Broglio is two to one ; and has^ 
before this^ proved himself a considerable Captain. 

‘Fight first is that of lL 07 *bach (July 10th); of Broglio^ namely^ who 
has got across the River Ohm in Hessen (to Ferdinand’s great disgust 
with the General Imbof in command there)^ and is streaming on to 
seize the Diemel River^ and menace Hanover ; of Broglio^ in successive 
sections^ at a certain Pass of Korbach^^’ ve7*sus the Hereditary Prince 
(Erhprin:^ of Brunswick), who is waiting for him there in one good 
section, — and who beautifully hurls back one and another of the Broglio 
sections ; but cannot hurl hack the whole Broglio Army, all marching by 
sections that way,* and has to retire, back-foremost, fencing sharply, 
still in a diligently handsome manner, though with loss,^ That is the 
Battle of Korbach, fought July 10th, — ^while Lacy streamed through 
Dresden, panting to be at Plauen Chasm, safe at last. 

Fight second (July IGth) was a kind of revenge on the Erbprinz’s 
part; Affair of Emsdoif, six days after, in the same neighbourhood; 
beautiful too, said the Gazetteers ; but of result still more insignificant. 
Hearing^of a considerable French Brigade posted not far off, at that 
Village of Emsdorf, to guard Broglio’s meal-carts there, the indignant 
Erbprlnz shoots-off for that ; light of foot, — English horse mainly, and 
Hill Scots {Berg-^Ghottej% so called, who have a fine free stride, in summer 
weather) ; — dashes-in upon said Brigade (Dragoons of Bauffrej3?,ent and 
other picked men), who stood firmly on the defensive ; but were cut up, 
in an amazing manner, root and branch, after a jfierceTstruggle, and as it 
were brought home in one’s pocket. To the admiration of military 
circles,— especially of messrooms and the junior sort. ^Elliot’s light 
horse' (part of the new 7,000), ^what a regiment ! Unparalleled for 
willingness, and audacity of fence ; lost 125 killed,'— in fact, the loss 
chiefly fell on Elliot. 2 The Berg-Bchotten too,— I think it was here that 
these kilted fellows, who had marched with such a stride, ^ came home 
mostly riding ' ; poor Bauffremont Dragoons being entirely cut up, or 
pocketed as prisoners, and their horses ridden in this unexpected 
manner 1 But we must not linger, — hardly even on which 

^ Mauvillon, ii. 105, o 

® Ik ii, J09 (Prisoners got ‘were 2,661, including General and Officers 170,’* 
with alj their rfurnitures whatsoever, ‘400 horses, 8 cannon/ etc.). 


CHAP. 11.] FRIEDRICH BESIEGES DRESDEN 

31st July 1760] 

was tlie third and greatest ; and has still points of memorability^ though 
now so obliterated. 

Warburg,* says ray N^e on this latter, ^ is a pleasant little Hessian 
Town, some twenty-five miles west of Cassel, standing on the north or 
left bank of the Hiemel, among fruitful knolls and hollows. The 
famous Battle of Warburg ” — if you try to inquire in the Town itself, 
from your brief railway-station, it is much if some intelligent inhabitant, 
at last, remembers to have heard of it 1 The thing went thus : Chevalier 
du Muy, who is Brogiio*s Rear-guard or Reserve, 80,000 foot and horse, 
with his back to the Diemel, and eight bridges across it in case of 
accident, has his right flank leaning on Warbm-g, and his left on a 
Village of Ossendorf, some two miles to north-west of that. Broglie, 
Prince Xavier of Saxony, especially Duke Ferdinand, are all vehemently 
and mysteriously moving about, since that Fight of Korbach ; Broglio 
intent to have Cassel besieged, Du Muy keeping the Diemel for him ; 
Ferdinand eager to have the Diemel back from Du Muy and him. 

^Two days ago (July 29tli), the Erbprinz crossed over into these 
neighbourhoods, with a strong Vanguard, nearly equal to Du Muy ; and, 
after studious reconnoitering and survey had, means, this morning (July 
81st), to knock him over the Diemel again, if he can. No time to be 
lost; Broglio near and in such force, Duke Ferdinand too, quitting 
Broglio for a moment, is on ma^ch this way ; crossed the Diemel, about 
midnight, some ten miles farther down, or eastwai’d, will thence bend 
southward, at his best speed, to support ^le Erbprinz, if necessary, and 
beset the Diemel when got ; — Erbprinz not, however, in any wise, to 
wait for him ; such the pressure from Broglio and others. A most busy 
swift-going scene that morning ; — hardly worth such describing at this 
•date'of Jjme. 

^ The Erbprinz, who is still rather to north-eastward, that is to right- 
ward, not direcUy' frontward, of Du Muy*s lines ; and whose plan of 
attack is still dax*k to Du Muy, commences* (about B a.k., I should guess) 
^ by launching his British Legion so-called, — which is a composite body, 
of Free-Corps nature, British some of it Colonel Beckwith*s people,” 
for example), not British by much the most of it, but an aggregate of 
wild strikers, given to plunder too : — by launching his British Legion 
upon Warburg Town, thei*e to take charge of Du Muy*s right wing. 
Which Legion, with great rapidity, not only pitched the French ail 
out, but clean plundered the poor Town**; and is a sad sore on D u 
Muy*s right, who cannot get it attended to, in the ominous 
elsewhere visible. For the Erbprinz, who is a strategic creature, con^ 
on, in the'style of Friedrich, not straight towards»Du Muy, but sweeps 
emt in two columns round northward ; privately intending up|n Du 
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Muy*s left wing and front — left wing, right wing (by British Legion), and 
front, all three and is well aided by a mist which now fell, and which 
hung on the higher ground, and covered his march, for an hour or 
more. This mist had not begun when he saw? on the knoll-tops, far off 
on the right, but indisputable as he flattered himself, — something of 
Ferdinand emerging ! Saw this ; and pours along, we can suppose, witl^ 
still better step and temper,. And bursts, pretty simultaneously, upon 
Du Muy’s right wing and left wing, coercing his front the while ; 
squelches both these wings furiously together; forces the coerced centre, 
mostly horse, to plunge back into the Diemel, and swim. Horse could 
swim ; but many of the Foot, who tried, got drowned. And, on the 
whole, Du Muy is a good deal wrecked' (1,500 killed, 2,000 prisoners, 
not to speak of cannon and fags), ^ and, but for his eight bridges, would 
have been totally ruined. 

^ The fight was uncommonly furious, especially on Du Miiy's left ; 

Maxwell's Brigade” going at it, with the finest bayonet-practice, 
musketry, artillery-practice; obstinate as bears. On Du Muy's right, 
the British Legion, left wing, British too by name, had a much easier 
job. But tbe figbt generally was of hot and stubborn kind, for hours, 
perhaps two or moi’e ; — and some say, would not have ended so 
triumphantly, had it not been for Duke Ferdinand's Vanguard, Lord 
Granby and the English Horse ; who, warned by tlie noise ahead, pushed 
on at the top of their speed, and got iiK before the death. Granby and 
the Blues had gone at the high trot, for above five miles ; and, I doubt 
not, were in keen humour wlien they rose to the gallop and slashed in. 
Mauvillon says, It was in this attack that Lord Granby, at the head 
of the Blues, his own regiment, had his hat blown off ; a big bald circle 
in his head rendering the loss more conspicuous. But he never minded ; 
stormed still on,” bare bald head among the helmets and sabres^ and 
made it very evident that had he, instead of Sackville, led at" Minden, 
there had been a different story to tell. The English, by their valour,” 
adds he, gi*eatly distinguished themselves this day. And accordingly 
they suffered by far the most; their loss amounting to 590 men”; 
or, as others count,— out of 1,200 killed and wounded, 800 were 
English.^ 

This of Gi*anby and the bald head is mainly what now renders 
Warburg memorable. For, in a year or two, the excellent Reynolds did 
a Portrait of Granby ; and by no means forgot this incident ; bu.t gives 

Mauvillon, ii. 114. Or better, in all these three cases, as elsewhere, 
Tempelhofs specific Chapter on Ferdinand (Tempelhof, iv. 101-122). Fer- 
dinand's Despatch (to ^ing George), in Rmsebeck^ ii. 96-9S ; — oi'rin the Old 
Newspapers \Gmtle?nanh xxx. 386, 387), where also is Lo^ 

Granbl's Despatch. 
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hlim bare-headed, bare and bald ; the oblivious British connoisseur not 
now knowing why, as perhaps he ought. The Portrait, I suppose, may 
be in Belvoir Castle ; the artistic Why of the baldness is this Batik of 
Warburg, as above. Ar? Affair otherwise of no moment. Terdinand 
had soon to quit the Biemel, or to find it useless for him, and to try 
mother methods, — fencing gallantly, button weak for Broglio ; and, on the 
whole, had a difficult Campaign of it, against that considerable Soldier 
with forces so superior. 


CHAPTER III 


BATTLE OF LIEGNITZ 

Feiedrich stayed hardly one day in Meissen Country; 
Silesia, in the jaws of destruction, requiring such speed from 
him. His new Series of Marches thitherward, for the next 
two weeks especially, with Daun and Lacy, and at last with 
Loudon too, for escort, are still more singular than the 
foregoing; a fortnight of Soldier History such as is hardly 
to be paralleled elsewhere. Of his inward gloom one hears 
nothing. But the Problem itself approaches to the desperate; 
needing daily new invention, new audacity, with imminent 
destruction overhanging it throughout. A March distinguished 
in Military Annals ; — but of which it is not for us to pretend 
treating. Military, readers will find it in TempelJiqf, and the 
supplementary Books from time to time cited here. And, for 
our own share, we can only say, that Friedrichs labours strike 
us as abundantly Herculean ; more Aicides-like than ever, — 
the rather as hopes of any success have sunk lower than 
ever. A modern Alcides, appointed to confront Tartarus 
itself, ^nd victorious over the Three-headed Hog. Daun, 
Lacy, Loudon coming on you simultaneously, open-mouthed, 
are a considerable Tartarean Dog ! Soldiers judge that the 
Kluge’s re^opirces of genius were extremely conspicuous on 
■&is occasion ; and to all men it is in evidence that seldom 
in the Arena of this Universe, looked-on by the idl§ Poptlaces 


NOT TO BE OVERWHELMED [bookxx. 

Aug, 1760 

and by the eternal Gods and Anti-gods (called Devils)^ did a 
Son of Adam fence better for himself, now and throughout. 

This, his Third march to Silesia in 1760, is judged to be 
the most forlorn and ominous Friedrich ever made thither 
real peril, and ruin to Silesia and him, more imminent than 
even in the old Leuthen days. Difficulties, complicacies very 
many, Friedrich can foresee : a Danny’s Army and a Lacy'^s 
for escort to us ; and such , a Silesia when we do arrive. And 
there is one complicacy more which he does not yet know of ; 
that of Loudon waiting ahead to welcome him, on crossing 
the Frontier, and increase his escort thenceforth 1 — Or rather, 
let us say, Friedrich, thanks to the despondent Henri and 
others, has escaped a great Silesian Calamity ; — of which he 
will hear, with mixed emotions, on arriving at Bunzlau on 
the Silesian, Frontier, six days after setting out. Since the 
loss of Glatz (July 26th), Fidedrich has no news of Loudon ; 
supposes him to be trying something upon Neisse, to be 
adjusting with his slow Russians ; ^nd, in short, to be out of 
the dismal account-cuiTenJ just at present. That is not the 
fact in fegard to Loudon ; that is far from the fact. 

Loudon is trying a Strohe-qf-liand on Breslau^ in the Glatz 
Fashion^ in the Interim (July 30th — August Sd) 

Hardly above six hours after taking Glatz, swift Loudon, 
no Daun now tethering him (Daun standing, or sitting, * in 
relief of Dresden ’ far off), was on march for Breslau — Van- 
guard of him ‘ marched that same evening (July 26th) ; in 
the liveliest hope of capturing Breslau ; especially if iSoltikof, 
to whom this of Glatz ought to be a fine symbol and pledge, 
make speed to cooperate. Soltikof is in no violent enthusiasm 
about Glatz; anxious rather about his own Magazine at 
Posen, and how to get it carted-out of Henri!s,. 3 : 2 yjuiii case of 
our advancing towards some Silesian Siege. If we were not 
ruinti last year, it wasn’t Daun’s fault!’ growls he often; 
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and Montalembert has need of all his suasive virtues (which 
are wonderful to look at, if anybody cared to look at them, 
all flung into the sea in this manner) for keeping the bai*- 
barous man in any approach to harmony. The barbarous 
^an had, after haggle enough, adjusted himself for besieging 
Glogau; and is surly to hear, on ^ the sudden (order from 
Petersburg, reinforcing Loudon), that it is Breslau instead. 
^Excellensj, it is not Cunctator Daun this time, it is fiery 
London.'* ^ Well, Breslau, then I ’ answers Soltikof at last, 
after much suasion. And marches thither ; ^ faster than 
usual, quickened by new temporary hopes, of Montalembeit’s 
liaising or one's own : ^ What a place-of-arms, and place of 
victual, would Breslau be for us, after all ! ' 

And really mends his pace, mends it ever more, as matters 
grow stringent ; and advances upon Breslau at his swiftest : 

® To rendezvous with Loudon under the walls thgre, — within 
the walls very soon, and oui'selves chief proprietor ! ’—as may 
be hoped. Breslau has a garrison of 4,000, only 1,000 
of them stanch; and there are, among other bad items,, 
9,000 Austrian Prisoners in it. ^ A big City with weak 
w^alls : another place to defend than rockhewn little Glatz,— 
if there be no better than a D'O for Commandant in it ! 
But perhaps there is. 

^ Wednesda^y ZOth July^ Loudon's Vanguard arrived at Breslau ; next 
day Loudon himself and besieged Breslau very violently, according to 
his means, till the Sunday following. Troops he has plenty, 40,000 odd,, 
which he gives out for 60 or even 60,000; not to speak of Soltikof, 
^^with 76,000" (read 4*5,000), striding on in a fiei-ce and dreadful . 
manner to meet him here. Better surrender to Christian Austrians, 
had not you ? ' Loudon’s Artillery is not come up, it is only struggling 
on from Glatz ; Soltikof of his own has no Siege-Artillery ; and Loudon 
Judges that heavy«rfootecl Soltikof, waited on by an alert Prince Henri, is 
a problematic quantity in this enterprise. Speedy oneself ; speedy and 
fiery 1 " thinks Loudon : by violence of speed, of bullying and bombard- 

ment, pe rhap s w^e c^ still do it 1 " And Loudon tried all these things to 
a high hmzdi'i out found in Taueutzien the wronf man. 

■ 

^ Tempelhof, iv. 87-89 (* Rose from Posen July 26th f 
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^Thursday 81 ^^^ LoudoH;, who has two bridges over Oder, and the 
Town begirt all round, summons Tauentzien in an awful-sounding tone : 

Consider, Sir, no defence possible ; a trading Town, you ought not to 
attempt defence of it: surrender on fair terriTs, or I shall, which God 
forbid, be obliged to burn you and it from the face of the world \ ** 
^^Pooh, pooh,” answers Tauentzien, in brief polite terms; ^^ydu your-^ 
selves had no doubt it was ai^Garrison, when we besieged you here, on 
the heel of Leuthen; had you? Go to!” — Fiery Loudon cannot try 
storm, the Town having Oder and a wet ditch round it. He gets his 
bombarding batteries forward, as the one chance he has, aided by bullying. 
And tomorrow, 

‘ JFriday August Ist^ sends, half officially, half in the friendly way, 
dreadful messages again : a warning to the Mayor of Breslau (which was 
not signed by Loudon), Death and destruction. Sir, unless” — — 
warning to the Mayor ; and, by the same private half-official messenger, 
a new summons to Tauentzien: ^^Bombardment infallible; universal 
massacre by Croats ; I will not spare the child in its mother’s womb.” 

I am not with child,” said Tauentzien, '^nor are my soldiers ! What 
is the use of such talk?” And about 10 that night, Loudon does 
accordingly brbak-out into all the fire of bombardment he is master of. 
Kindles the Town in various places, which were quenched again by 
Tauentzien’s arrangements ; kindles especially the King’s fine Dwelling- 
house (Palace they call it), and adjaceilt streets, not quenchahle till 
Palace and they are much ruined. Will this make no impression ? Far 
too little.c. 

^Next moniing Loudon sends a private messenger of conciliatory 
tone : Any terms your Excellency likes to name. Only spare me the 
general massacre, and child in the mother’s womb I ” From all which 
Tauentzien infers that you are probably short of ammunition ; and that 
his outlooks are improving. That day he gets guns brought to bear on 
General Loudon’s own quarter; blazes into Loudon’s sitting-room, so 
that Loudon has to shift elsewhither. No bombardment ensues that 
night ; nor next day anything but desultory cannonading, and much 
noise and motion ; — and at night, Sunday 3 d, everything falls quiet, and, 
to the glad amazement of everybody, Loudon has vanished. ’ ^ 


^ Tempelhof, iv, 90-100 ; Archenholtz, ii. 89-94 ; Hofbenchtv^n der Bejfigerung 
wn Breslau im August 1760 (in Seyfarth, Beylagm^ ii. 6S8-698); also in Helden- 
Oeschichlef vi. 299-309: in Anonymous of Hamburg (iv. IJ 5-124), that is, in 
the Old Hewsfapers, extremely particular account, How ^not only the finest 
Horse in Breslau, and the finest House ^ (King’s Palace}^^ but the h andsomest 
Man, and, alas, also tlie prettiest Girl* (poor Jungfer by a 

bomb'Shell on the streets), were destroyed in this short Siege,* — world-famous 
for the%iomei5t. Preuss, ii. 246. 
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Loudon had no other shift left. This Sunday his Russians 
are stiU five-days distant ; alert Henri, on the contrary, is, in 
a sense, come to hand... Crossed the Ifatzbach River this day, 
the Vanguard of him did, at Parchwitz; and fell upon our 
Jlakery’; virhich has had to take the road. ‘ Guard the Bakery, 
all hands tiiere,’ orders Loudon ; ‘tjff to Striegau and the 
Hills with it ’ ; — and is himself gone thither after it, leaving 
Breslau, Henri and the Russians to what fate may be in store 
for them. Henri has again made one of his winged marches, 
the deft creature, though the despondent; ‘march of 90 
miles in three days’ (in the last three, from Glogau, 90 ; in 
the whole, from Landsbei'g, above 200), ‘ and has saved the 
State,’ says Retzow. ‘ Made no camping, merely bivouacked ; 
halting for a rest four or five hours here and there ; ^ and on 
August 5th is at Lissa (this side the Field of Leuthen); 
making Breslau one of the gladdest of cities. 

So that Soltikof, on arriving (village of Hundsfeld, August 
8th), by the other side of the River, finds Henri’s advanced 
guards intrenched over thePe, in Old Oder; no Russian able 
to get within five miles of Breslau,— nor able to do more 
than cannonade in the distance, and ask with indignation, 
‘Where are the siege-guns, then; where is General Loudon? 
Instead of Breslau capturable, and a sure Magazine for us, 
here is Henri, and nothing but steel to eat!’ And the 
Soltikof risen into [Russian rages, and the Montalembert sunk 
in difficulties : readers can imagine these. Indignant Soltikof, 
deaf to suasion, with this dangerous Henri in attendance, is 
gradually edging back; always rather back, with an eye to 
his provisions, and to certain bogs and woods he knows of. 
But vve will leave the Soltikof-Henri end of the line, for the 
opposite end, which is more interesting. — To Friedrich, till 
he got to Silesia itself, these events are totally unknown. His 
rmnctatory Henri, by this winged march, when the moment 
camC j whg^a seiwjse has he done ! — 

(veiy vague); in Tempelhof (iv. 89 ' 90 , 95-97) clear and 
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Tauentzien’s behaviour, also, has been superlative at Bres- 
lau ; and was never forgotten by the King* A very brave 
man, testifies Lessing of him ; true to death : ^ Had there 
come but three, to rally with the King under a bush of 
the foi^est, Tauentzien would have been one.*’ TaUentzieiji 
was on the ramparts once, in this Breslau pinch, giving 
orders ; a bomb bm’st beside him, did not injure him. ^ Mark 
that place,’ said Tauentzien ; and clapt his hat on it, con- 
tinuing his orders, till a more permanent mark were put. 
In that spot, as intended through the next thirty years, he 
now lies buried.^ 

Friedrich on Mar ch^ for the Thwd Thne^ to rescue Silesia 
(August Ist-lSth) 

August Ist^ Friedrich crossed the Elbe at Zehren, in the 
Schieritz vicinity, as near Meissen as he could ; but it had 
to be some six miles farther down, such the liabilities to 
Austrian disturbance. All are lacross that morning by S 
o’clock (began at 2) ; whence we double back eastward, and 
camp that night at Dallwitz, — ^are quietly asleep there, while 
Loudon’s bombardment bursts out on Breslau, far away ! At 
Dallwitz we rest next day, wait for our Bakeries and Bag- 
gages : and Swiday August Sd, at % in the morning, set forth 
on the forlornest adventure in the world. 

The arrangements of the March, j^reseen and settled 
beforehand to the last item, are of a perfection beyond praise ; 
— as is still visible in the General Order, or summary of 
directions given out; which, to this day, one reads with a 
kind of satisfaction like that derivable from the Forty-seventh 
of Euclid : clear to the meanest capacity, not e word wanting 
in it, not a word superfluous, solid as geometry. ^ The Army 
marches always in Three Columns, left Column foremost : our 
First Line of Battle ’ (in case we have fight ing) Lis tt m fore- 
most Column; Second Line is the Second 

MiHiair-Lexikon^ 72-75 5 Lessing^s Werkei etc. etc. 
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is the Third. All Generals’ chaises, money - wagons, and 
regimental Surgeons’ wagons remain with their respective 
Battalions; as do the Heavy Batteries with the Brigades 
to which they belong. When the march is through woody 
country, the Cavalry regiments go in between the Battalions '' 
(to be ready against Pandonr operations and accidents). 

^ With the First Column, the i^iethen Hussars and Free- 
Battalion Courbier'e have always the vanguard; Mohring 
Hussars and Free-Battalion Quintus’ (speed to you, learned 
friend !) ^ the rearguard. With the Second Column always 
the Dragoon regiments Normann and Krockow have the 
vanguard; llegiment Czetteritz’ (Dragoons, poor Czetteritz 
himself, with his lost Manusaript^ is captive since February 
last), *the rearguard. With the Third Column always the 
Dragoon regiment Holstein as head, and the ditto Fincken- 
stein to close the Column.’ — ^ During every march, however, 
there are to be of the Second Column 2 Battalions joined 
with Column Third ; so that the Third Column consist of 10 
Battalions, the Second of 6^ while on march. 

^ Ahead of each Column go three Pontoon Wagons; and 
daily are 50 work-people allowed thbm, who are imm^iately 
to lay Bridge, where it is necessary. The rearguard of each 
Column takes up these Bridges again ; brings them on, and 
returns them to the head of the Column, when the Army has 
got to camp. In the Second Column are to be 600 wagons, 
and also in the Third 600 ; so shared that each battalion 
gets an equal number. The battalions — ’ 1 ^ ^ This 

may serve as specimen. 

The March proceeded through the old Country; a little to left of 
the track in June past t Koder Water, Pulsnitz Water; Kamenz neigh- 
bourhood*, Bautzeft neighbourhood, — Bunzlau on Silesian ground. Baun, 
at Bischofswerda, £ad foreseen this Mai’ch ; and, by his Light people, 
had spoiled the Hoad all he could ; broken all the Bridges, ha^felled 
the ’VV^ods (to render__them impassable), Daun, the instant he heard 
from Bischofswerda ; forw^ird, forward always. 

In Tempelhof (iv. 125, 126) the entire Piece. * 
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to be ahead of it, however rapid ; Lacy, hanging on the rear of it, 
willing to give trouble with his Pandonr harpies, but studious above 
all that it should not whirl round anywhere and get upon his, Lacy’s, 
own throat. One of the strangest marches ever seen. /An onlooker, 
who had observed the inarch of these dilferent Armies,' says Friedrich, 
^ would have thought that they all belonged to one leader. Feldmarschall 
Baun’s he would have taken for the Vanguard, the King's for the main 
Army, and General Lac/s fol* the Rearguard/ ^ Tempelhof says : ^It is 
given only to a Friedrich to march on those terms ; between Two hostile 
Armies, his equals in strength, and a Third' (Loudon's, in Striegau 
Country) waiting ahead.' 


''c'v. - 


■ 


m. 
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The March passed without accident of moment ; had not, from Lacy 
or Baun, any accident whatever. On the second day, an Aide-de-Camp 
of Baun's was picked-up, with Letters from Lacy (back of the cards 
visible to Friedrich). Once, — it is the third day of the March (August 
6th, village of Eothwasser to he quarter for the night),— on coming 
toward Neisse River, some careless OiKcer, trusting to peasants, instead 
of examining for himself and building a bridge, drove his Artillery- 
wagons into the so-called ford of Neisse ; which nearly swallowed the 
foremost of them in quicksands. Nearly, but not completely ; and 
caused a loss of five or six hours to that Second Column. So that 
darkness came on Column Second in the woody intricacies,* and several 
hundreds of the deserter kind took flie opportunity of disappearing 
altogether. An unlucky, evidently too languid Officer ; though Fried- 
rich didniot annihilate the poor fellow, perhaps did not rebuke him at 
all, but merely marked it in elucidation df his qualities for time coming. 
‘^This miserable village of Eothwasser' (headquarters after the dangex*ous 
fording of Neisse), says Mitchell, “^stands in the niiddle of a wood, 
almost as wild and impenetrable as those in North America, There 
was hardly ground enough cleared about it 4br the encampment of 
the troops.' ^ Thursday August 7th^ Friedrich,— -traversing the whole 
Country, but more direct, by Konigsbriick and Kamenz this time,— is 
at Bunzlau altogether. ^ Bunzlau on the Bober ' ; the Silesian Bunzku, 
not the Bohemian or any of the others. It is some SO miles west of 
Liegnitz, which again lies some 40 north-west of Schweidnitz and the 
Strong Places. Friedrich has now done 100 miles of excellent marching; 
and he has still a good spell moi*e to do, — dragging ‘^2,0Gi0 heavy 
wagons' with him, and across such impediments within and without. 

' Readers that care to study him, especially for the next few days, will 
find it woi'th their while. 






^ diivres de.Frid^ric^v^ 56 . 

^ Mitchell, ii. 1903 Tempelhof, iv. 131, 
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Tempelhof gives, as usual, a most cleai* Account, minute to a degree ; 
which, supplemented by Mitchell and a Reimann Map, enables ns as 
it were to accompany, and to witness with our eyes. Hitherto a March 
toilsome in the extreme, spite of everything done to help it ; stai-ting 
at ,0 or at 2 in the morning ; resting to breakfast in some shady place, 
while the^un is high, frugally cooking under the shady woods, — ^ JBurschen 
0>mkoohen here,' as the Order pleasantly bears. All encamped now, at 
Bunzlau in Silesia, on Thursday evening, "with a very eminent week's 
work behind them. ^ In the laist five days, above 100 miles of road, and 
such road ; five considerable rivers in it ' — Bober, Queiss, Neisse, Spree, 
Elbe; and with such a wagon-train of 2,000 teams. ^ 

Proper that we rest a day here ; in view of the still swifter marchings 
and sudden dashings about, which lie ahead. It will be by extremely 
nimble use of all the limbs we have, — hands as well as feet, — if any good 
is to come of us now I Friedrich is aware that Daun already holds 
Striegau ^ as an outpost ' (Loudon thereabouts, unknown to Friedrich), 
^ these several days'; and that Daun personally is at Schmottseifen, in 
our own old Camp there, twenty or thirty miles to south of us, and has 
his Lacy to leftward of him, partly even to rearward : rather in advance 
of ws, both of them, — if we were for Landshut;* which we are not. 
^ Be swift enough, may not we cut through to Jauer, and get ahead of 
Daun ? ' counts Friedrich ; ^ To Jauer, south-east of us, from "Bunzlau 
here, is 40 miles ; and to Jauer ^ is above SO east for Daun : possible to 
be there before Daun I Jauer ours, thence to the Heights of Striegau 
and Hohenfriedberg Country, within wind of Schweidnitz, of Breslau ; 
magazines, union with Prince Henri, all secure thereby?’ ScT reckons 
the sanguine Friedrich ; unaware that Loudon, with his corps of 35,000, 
has been summoned hitherward ; which will make important differences 1 
Loudon, Beck with a smaller Satellite Corps, both these, unknown to 
Friedrich, lie ready on the east of him : Loudon's Army on the east ; 
Daun's, Lacy's on the -«outh and west; three big Armies, with their 
Satellites, gathering in upon this King : here is a Three-headed Dog, in 
the Tartarus of a world he now has 1 On the fourth side of him is Oder, 
and the Russians, who are also perhaps building Bridges, by way of a 
supplementary or fourth head. 

August 9th {Buntslau to Goldherg% Friedrich, with his Three Columns 
and perfect arrangements, makes a long march : from Bunzlau at 8 in 
the moriiing ; and at 5 afternoon arrives in sight of the Katzbach Valley, 
with the little TowS. of Goldberg some miles to right. Katzbach River 
is here; and Jauer, for tomorrow, still fifteen miles ahead. But on 
reconnoitering here, all is locked and bolted : Lacy strong on the Hills 
across the Katzbach ; D|Lun, and behind him 


Temprihof, iv. 123-150, 


* See Map, p. 321.^ 
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London^ mexpugnably posted : JaueJr an impossibility ! We have bread 
only for eight days ; our Magazines are at Schweidnitz and Breslau : 
what is to be done ? Get through^, one way or other, we needs must I 
Friedrich encamps for the night ; expecting an attack. If not attacked, 
he will make for Liegnitz leftward ; cross the Katzbach there, or farther 
down at Parchwitz : — Parchwitz, Neumarkt, Leuthen^ we have, been in 
that country before now. — Courage ! 

August IQthAlth {to Liegnits^ and bach). At 5 a.m., Sunday August 
10th, Friedrich, nothing of attack having come, got on march again : 
down his own left bank of the Katzbach, straight for Liegnitz ; unopposed 
altogether; not even a Pandour having attacked him overnight But 
no sooner is he under way/ than Daun too rises ;.Daun, Loudon, close 
by, on the other side of Katzbach, and keep step with us, oil our right ; 
Lacy*s light people hovering on our rear : — three truculent fellows in 
buckram ; fancy the feelings of the wayworn solitary fourth, whom they 
are gloomily dogging in this way ! The solitary fourth does his fifteen 
miles to liegnitz, unmolested by them ; encamps on the Heights which 
look down on Liegnitz over the south ; finds, however, that the Loudon- 
Daun people have likewise been diligent ; that they now lie stretched-out 
on their right bank, three or four miles up-stream or to rearward, and 
what is far worse, seven miles downwards, or ahead : that, in fact, they 
are a march nearer Parchwitz than he ; — and that there is again no possi- 
bility, ^ Perhaps by Jauer, then, still ? ^ Out of this, and at lowest, into 
some vicinity of bread, it does behove us to be !’ At 11 that night Fried- 
rich gets on max*ch again ; returns the way he came. And, 

Augim IWi^ At daybreak, is back to his old ground ; nothing now to 
oppose him but Lacy, who is gone across from Goldberg, to linger as rear 
of the Daun-Loudon march* Friedrich steps aox‘Oss on Lacy, thirsting to 
have a stroke at Lacy; who vanishes fast enough, leaving the ground 
clear* Could but our baggage have come as fast as we 1 But our hag- 
gage, Quintus guarding and urging, has to groan on for five hours yet ; 
and without it, there is no stirring* Five mortal hours ; — by which 
time, Daun, Lacy, Loudon are all up again ; between us and Jauer, 
between us and everything helpful; — and Friedrich has to encamp in 
Seichau, — vei*y poor Village in the Mountains' (writes Mitchell, who 
was painfully present there), ^ surrounded on all sides by Heights ; on 
several of which, in the evening, the Austrians took camp, separated 
from us by a deep ravine only/ ^ ^ 


Outlooks are growing very questionable to Mitchell, and 
everybody. ^ Only four-days provisions ’ (in reality six), 
whisper the Prussian Generals gloomily 


1 Mitchell, ii. 194. 
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one another : ‘Shall we have to make for Glogau, then, and 

Or perhaps it will be a second 
Maxen to his Majes^ and us, who was so indignant with 
poor Finck ? My friends, no ; a Maxen like Mnck’s it will 

="‘ - >- 1 - 

; Friedrich’s situation, grasped in the Three-lipped Pincers 
in this manner, is conceivable to readem. Soltikof, on the 
other side of Oder, as supplementary or fourth lip, is very 
impatient with these three. ‘ Why all this dodging, and 
fidgetmg to and fro? You are above three to one of your 

shat 1 ! i! T it is I that 

shall have the brunt to bear: Henri and he will enclose me 

F T-\ 7 though 

§«ne across Oder, to 

watch Soltikof, and guard Breslau from any attempts of -his, 

thoughts at this moment;— a 

Soltikof filming violently the thought of such cunctations, ' 
and of being made cat s-paw again.^ ‘ Enow, however, that I 
understand you, violently fumes Soltikof, ‘ and that I won’t. I 
fall back into the Trebnitz Bog-Country, on my own right bank 
here, and look out for my oivn safety.’— ‘ Patience, your noble 
Excellenz, ^swer they ahvays; ‘oh, patience yet a little' 

region), we had decided to attack and crash him; Sunday 

vet7?^' Oh, be patient 

yet a day or two: he skips about at such a rate!’ Mont- , 

the Sirens. 

Soltikof^gloouly consents to another day or two. And even 
such lMs>an^ktvdest this swift Eing skip over upon Mm 

liussian Division, £4,000 ultimately 
nnder^Dzermchef, towards the Eing’s side of things, towards 

V^^^Qfe^mely,— there to watch for oneself these 
iHp^ing Royal movements ; or even to >in with Loudon 
’ Tempelhof, iv. 137, 148-150. • ’ * 
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out there, if that seem the safer course, against them. Of 
Czernichef at Auras we shall hear farther on, — were these 
Royal movements once got completed e: little. 

Mor?iin^ o/Attffusi 12thy Friedricli has, in his bad lodging arSeichaa, 
laid a new plan of route: ^ Towards Schweidnitz let it be j round by 
Pombsen and the south-east, by the Hill-roads, make a sweep iiankward 
of the enemy 1 ' — and has people out reconnoitering the Hill-roads. 
Hears, however, about 8 o’clock. That Austrians in strength are coming 
between us and Goldberg ! ^ Intending to enclose us in this bad pot of 
a Seichau ; no crossing of the Katzbach, or other retreat to be left us at 
all ? ’ Friedrich strikes his tents ; ranks himself ; is speedily in readi- 
ness for dispute of such extremity ; — sends out new patrols, however, to 
ascertain. ^Austrians in strength’ there are mi on the side indicated ; 
— vrhereupon he draws-in again. But, on the other hand, the Hill-roads 
are reported absolutely impassable for baggage ; Pombsen an impossibility, 
as the other places have been. So Friedrich sits down again in Seichau 
to consider ; does not stir all day. To MitohelFs horror, who, with great 
labour/ burns all the legationary ciphers and papers impossible to save 
the baggage if we be attacked in this hollow pot of a Camp ’), and feels 
much relieved on hnishing.^ 

Towards sunset. General Biilow, with "the Second Line (second column 
of march), is sent out Goldberg-way, to take hold of the passage of the 
KatzhaoJj : and at 8 that nighc we all march, recrossing there about 1 in 
the morning ; thence down our left bank to Liegnitz for the second time, 
— sixteen hours of it in all, or till noon of the 18th. Mitchell had been 
put with the Cavalry part ; and ^ cannot but observe to your Lordship 
what a chief comfort it was in this long, dangerous, and painful March,’ 
to have burnt one’s ciphers and dread secrets quite out of the way. 

And thus, Wedjiesday^ Augmt about noon, we are in 
our old Camp ; Headquarter in the southern suburb of 
Liegnitz (a wretched little Tavern, which they still show 
there, on mythical terms) : main part of the Camp, I should 
think, is on that range of Heights, which reaphes two miles 
southward, and is now called ^ Siegesberg (Victory Hill) ’ from 
a modern Monument built on it, after nearly 100 years. 
Here Friedrich stays one day,— more esac^^SO hours ; — and 
his shifting, nexti:ime, is extremely memorSBlc: 

, . : ^ ^ Mitchell, ii. 144 j Tempelbof, iv, 144. 
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Battle^ in the Neighbourhood afLiegnitz^ does enme 
(Friday nloming 15th August 1760) 

^ Dauh, Lacy and Loudon, the Three-lipped Pincers, have 
of course followed, and are again agape for Friedrich, all in 
scientific postures : Daun in the Jauer region, seven or eight 
miles south ; Lacy about Goldberg, as far to south-west ; 
Loudon ^ between Jeschkendorf and Koischwitz,’ north-east- 
ward, somewhat closer on Friedrich, with the Katzbach 
inteiwening. That Czemichef, with an additional ^^jOOO, 
to rear of Loudon, is actually crossing Oder at Auras, with 
an eye to junction, Fri^ri^'^teH^^ot hear till tomorrow,^ 

The. seen is ratt^Si^^^iftos^'^^mired scenes. Lieg-v..-. 
nitz, a square, h^iuMne, of old standing, 

in good repair J^^ula1;i<mthen,^ay ^7,1)00), with fine old 
castellated ed™^ meeting, in level 

circumstances, I® valley vlth the Schwartz- 
wasser mtt^Hrhich/iornas™^ north rim of 

Liegnitz ; pleasaM mistueie o |jS£i^ n popl^ and brick towers, 
— as seen from^^^t ^Victory flill^(more likely to be 
^ Immediate-Ruin where ®r^ing now is. Beyond 

Liegnitz and the Schwffl®W5^sser, north-westward, right 
opposite to the King’s, rise other Heights, called of PfafFen- 
dorf, which guard tl^e two streams after their uniting* Kloster 
Wahlstatt, a famed place, lies visible to south-east, few miles 
off. Readers recollect one Bliicher ^ Prince of Wahlstatt,’ so 
named from one of his Anti-Napoleon victories gained there ? # 
Wahlstatt was the scene of an older Fight, almost sis cen- 
turies older, ^ then Prince of Liegnitz versus hideous 
Tartar multitudes, who rather beat him; and has been a 
Cloister Wahlstatt ever since. Till Thursday 14th, about 8 
in the evening, Friedrich continued in his Camp at Liegnitz. 
We are now reach of a notable Passage of War. 

^ — ' ^^^empelhof, iv. 148*151 j Mitchell, it 197. 

^ gthi 12^1 J^eich-Historie). 
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Friedrich’s Camp extends from the Village of Schimmelwita:, 
fronting the Katzbach for about two miles, north-eastward, 
to his Headquarter in Liegnitz Suburb : Daun is on his 
right and rearward, now come within four or five miles ; 
Loudon to his left and frontward, four ox" five, the ICatzbach 
separating Friedrich arid- him ; Lacy lies from Goldbei^g 
north-eastward, to within perhaps a like distance rearward : 
that is the position on Thursday 14th.''^ Provisions being all 
but I’un-out ; and three Armies, 90,000 (not to couiit Czerni- 
chef and his £4,000 as a fourth) watching round our 30,000, 
within a few miles ; there is no staying here, beyond this day. 
If even this day it be allowed us ? This day, Friedrich had 
to draw-out, and stand to arms for some hours ; while the 
Austrians appeared extensively on the Heights about, 
apparently intending an attack ; till it proved to be nothing : 
only an elaborate reconnoitering by Daun ; and we returned 
to our tents again. 

Friedrich understands well enough that Daun, with the 
facts now befoi-e him, will gradualjy form his plan, and also, 
from the lie of matters, what his plan will be : many are the 
times IJaun has elaborately i^econnoitered, elaborately laid his 
plan ; but found, on coming to execute, that his Friedrich 
was off in the interim, and the plan gone to air. Friedrich 
has about £,000 wagons to drag with him in these swift 
marches : Glogau Magazine, his one resource, should Breslau 
and Schweidnitz prove unattainable, is lorty-five long miles 
noi’th-westward. ^ Let us lean upon Glogau withal,’ thinks 
Friedrich ; ^ and let us be out of this straightway ! March 
tonight ; towards Parchwitz, which is towards Glogau too. 
Army rest till daybreak on the Heights of Pfaffendorf yonder, 
to examine, to wait its luck : let the empty meal-;^agons 
jingle on to Glogau; load themselves there, and jingle back 
iO us in Parchwitz neighbourhood, should Parchwitz not have ., 
proved impossible to our manceuvrings, — us hope it tnay - 




“'Daun* and the Austrians having c^ed 


Plan at p. 321- 






' f 




OF LIEGNITZ 

noitermg,_and gone home, Friedrich rides with his Generals 

doTleiitr'^H^M*^^ Schwartewasser, to the PfalFen- 
lort Heights. Here, Messieurs, is our first haltine-nlace to 

jmgle ®n ! And explains to them orally where each is to 
Ue post, and how to behave. Whjch dL, he too returns 
ome, no doubt a wearied individual ; and at 4 of the after- 
noon hes down to try for an hour or two of sleep, whilf 111 
hands are busy packing, according to the Orders given. 

It IS a fact recorded by Friedrich himself, and by many 

at “g there appeared 

AusWan^nl “y yet asleep, a staggering 

Austnan OflScer, Irish by nation, who had suddenly found 

good to desert the Austrian Seiwice for the Prussian— 

( oiTow on them : a pack of’— what .shall I say.?)— Irish 
gentleman, bursting with intelligence of some kind but 
evidently Jep m liquor withal. ‘ Impo.ssibIe ; the Kinir is 
^leep, said the Adjutant on duty ; but produced only loifder - 
insistance from the drunk^ Irish gentleman. ‘As much as 
all your heads are worth; the King’s own safety and not n 
moment to loser What is to be^doneP ^eJC^e^lh: 

SSsty’ ‘Sir r dreadfully in earnest, your 

Majesty. Give him quantities of weak tea’ (Tempelhof 
^lls It tea, but Friedrich merely warm water) ; ‘ then 

xajesty to be attacked, for certain, this night ! ’ what his 

Bobody to this day knows. Visible only, that his Ma estv 
before sunset, rode out reconnoitering with this questionabfe ' 
Insh gentleman, now in a very flaccid state ;-lnd altered 
nothing itar in prior airangements ;-;nd that Se 

““ ““ *PP«™.oe the rtage „f ■ 

about sSi the evening, Friedrich’s people got on 
' V. 63; Tempel^^^^ , , . 
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marcTi, in their several columns, and fared punctually on; 
one column through the streets of Liegnitz, others to left 
and to right of that ; to left mainly^j. as remoter from the 
Austrians and their listening outposts from beyond the 
Katzbach River ; — where the camp-fires are burning extremely 
distinct tonight. The Prussian camp-fires, they too are all 
burning uncommonly vivid ; country people employed to feed 
them ; and a few hussar sentries and drummers to make the 
customary sounds for Daun’s instruction, till a certain hour, 
Friedrich’s people are clearing the North Suburb of Liegnitz, 
crossing the Schwartzwasser : artillery and heavy wagons all 
go by the Stone-bridge at Topferberg {PoUer>-hill) there; 
the lighter people by a few pontoons farther down that 
stream, in the PfaiBFendorf vicinity. About one in the 
morning, all, even the right wing from Schimmelwitz, are 
safely aci’oss. 

Schwartzwasser, a River of many tails (boggy most of 
them, Schnelle or Sw^ Deichsel hardly an exception), 
gathering itself from the southward for twenty or more miles, 
attains its maximum of north at a place called Waldau, not 
far nox’^h-west of Topferberg. Towards this Waldau, Lacy 
is aiming all night ; thence to pounce on our ^ left wing,’— 
which he will find to consist of those empty watch-fires merely. 
Down from Waldau, past Topferberg and Pfaffendorf {Priest- 
town, or as we should call it, ^ Preston ’)^ which are all on its 
northern or left bank, Schwartzwasser’s course is in the form 
of an irregular horseshoe ; high ground to its northern side, 
Liegnitz and hollows to its southern ; till in an angular way 
it do join Katzbach, and go with that, northward for Oder 
the rest of its course. On the brow of these horseshoe 
Heights, — ^which run parallel to Schwartzwasser one^part of 
them, and nearly parallel to Katzbach another (though above 
a mile distant, these latter, from if )^ — ^Friedrich plants him- 
self : in Order of Battle ; slightly altering^ome points of thes 
afternoon’s progfkm, and coxTecting his Generals, 

" , ^ * Plan at p, 321. 
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rather so and so ; see where their fires are, yonder ! ’ Daun'^s 
fires, Loudon’s fires; vividly visible both: — and, singular to 
say, there is nothing^yonder either but a few sentries and 
deceptive drums i All empty yonder too, even as our own 
(lamp fe ; all gone forth, even as we are ; we resting here, 
and our meal -wagons jingling on Glogau way! Excellency 
Mitchell, under horse-escort, among the lighter baggage, is 
on Kuchelberg Heath, in scrubby country, but well north 
behind Friedrich’s centre: has had a dreadful inarch; one 
comfort only, that his ciphers are all burnt. The rest of us 
lie down on the grass; — among others, young Herr von 
Archenholtz, ensign or lieutenant in Regiment Forcade : who 
testifies that it is one of the beautifulest nights, the lamps of 
Heaven shining down in an uncommonly tranquil manner; 
and that almost nobody slept. The soldier-ranks all lay 
horizontal, musket under arm ; chatting pleasantly in an 
undertone, or each in silence revolving such thoughts as he 
had. The Generals amble like observant spirits, hoarsely 
imperative.^ Friedrich’s Uk^, we observed, is in the horseshoe - 
shape (or parabolic^ straiter than horseshoe), fronting the 
waters. Ziethen commands in that smaller Schwartzwasser 
part of the line, Friedrich in the Katzbach part, which is 
more in risk. And now, things being moderately in order, 
Friedrich has himself sat down, — think, towards the middle 
or convex part of his lines, — ^by a watch-fire he has found 
there ; and, wrapt in his cloak, his many thoughts melting 
into haze, has sunk into a kind of sleep. Seated on a drum, 
some say; half asleep by the watch-fire, time half-past ^ 
when a Hussar Major, who has been out by the Bienowitz, 
the Pohlschildern way, northward, reconnoitering, comes 
dashing up f»ll speed : ^ The King ? where is the Bang ? ’ 

^ What is it, then ? ’ answers the King for himself. ^ Your 
Majesty, the Enemy in force, from Bienowitz, from Pohls- 
^clxildem, coming our Left Wing yonder; has flung back : 

Vedettes : is within 500 yards by this time ! ’ 

^ Archentoltz, ii, loo-iii. •• ^ ; 
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FriedricK springs to horse ; has already an Order speeding 
forthj ^ General Schenkendorf and his Battalion, their cannon, 
to the crown of the Wolfsberg, on our left yonder ; swift ! ’ 
How excellent that every battalion (as by Order that we read) 

^ has its own share of the heavy cannon always at *hand P 
ejaculate the military fritics. Schenkendorf, being nimble, 
was able to astonish the Enemy with volumes of case-shot 
from the Wolfsberg, which were very deadly at that close 
distance. Other arrangements, too minute for recital here, 
are rapidly done; and our Left Wing is in condition to 
receive its early visitors, — ^Loudon or whoever they may be. 
It is still dubious to the History-Books whether Friedrich 
was in clear expectation of Loudon here ; though of course 
he would now guess it was Loudon. But there is no doubt 
Loudon had not the least expectation of Friedrich ; and his 
surprise must have been intense, when, instead of vacant 
darkness (and some chance of Prussian baggage, which he 
had heard of), Prussian musketries and case-shot opened 
on him. # 

Loudon had, as per order, quitted his Camp at Jeschken- 
dorf, about the time Friedrich did his at Schimmehvit^ ; and, 
leaving the lights all burning, had set forward on his errand ; 
which was (also identical with Friedrich’s), To seize the 
Heights of Pfaffendorf, and be ready there when day broke. 
Scouts having informed him that the Prussian Baggage was 
certainly gone through to Tdpferberg, — more his scouts did 
not know, nor could Loudon guess, — We will snatch that 
Baggage ! ’ thought Loudon ; and with such view has been 
speeding all he could ; no vanguard ahead, lest he alarm the 
luggage-escort : Loudon in person, with the Infantry of the 
Beserve, striding on ahead, to devour any Baggage- escort 
thei’e may be. Friedrich’s reconnoitering Hussar parties had 
confirmed this belief: <^Yes, yes!’ thought London. And 
now suddenly, instead of Baggage to capture, here, out of the 
vacant darkness, fc Friedrich in person, on the brqw ofHter 
Heights where we intended to form ! — 
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I!x>udon’s behaviour, on being hurled back with his Reserve i 
in this manner, everybody says, was magnificent. Judging at 1 

once what the business was, and that retreat would be | 

impossible without ru?n, he hastened instantly to form him- 5 
self, on*such ground as he had, — highly unfavourable ground, | 
uphill in part, and room in it only for Five Battalions (5,000) \ 

of front ; — and came on again, with a great deal of impetu- 1 

osity and good skill ; again and ever again, three times in j 

alL Had partial successes ; edged always to the right to get i 

the flank of Friedrich ; but could not, Friedrich edging i 

conformably. From his right-hand, or north-east part, 
Loudon poured in, once and again, very furious charges of 
Cavalry ; on every repulse, drew out new Battalions from his 
left and centre, and again stormed fox'ward : but found it always 
impossible. Had his subordinates all been Loudons, it is 
said, there was once a fine chance for him. By this edging 

always to the north-eastward on his part and Friedrich's, 

there had at last a considerable gap in Friedrich's Line . , 
established itself, — not only Ziethen's Line and Friedrich's „ 

Line now fairly fallen asunder, but, at the Village of Panten, 
in Friedrich’s own Line, a gap where anybody mighty get in. 

One of the Austrian Columns was just entering Panten when 
the Fight began ; in Panten that Column has stood cogitative 
ever since ; well to left of Loudon and his struggles ; but 
does not, till the eleventh hour, resolve to push through. 

At the eleventh Four ; — and lo, in the nick of time, 
Mollendorf (our Leuthen-and-Hochkirch friend) got his eye 
on it ; rushed up with infantry and cavalry ; set Panten on 
fire, and blocked-out that possibility and the too cogitative ^ 
Column. 

Loudon had no other real chance : his furious horse- 
charges and attempts were met everywhere by conesponejing * 
counter-fury. Bemburg, poor Regiment Bernhurg, see whsS 
a "figure it is making 1 Left almost alone, at one time, among 
itlmse horse-charges ; spending its blood like water, bayonet- 
charging, platooning as never before; and on th^^l^ole, 
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stemming invincibly that horse- torrent, — not unseen by 
Majesty, it may be hoped ; who is here where the to 
pinch is. On the third repulse, which was worse than any 
before, Loudon found he had enough ; 5nd tried it no farther. 
Rolled 0 %’^er the Katzbach, better or worse ; Prussians qatching 
6,000 of him, but not ^following farther: threw-up a finev 
battery at Bienowitz, which sheltered his retreat from horse : 
— and went his ways, sorely but not dishonourably beaten j 
after an hour and half of uncommonly stiff fighting, which 
had been very murderous to Loudon. Loss of 10,000 to 
' him: 4,000 killed and wounded; prisoners 6,000; 8^ 

cannon, 28 flags, and other items ; the Prussian loss being 
1,800 in whole.^ By 5 o’clock, the Battle, this Loudon part 
, of it, was quite over ; Loudon (36,000) wrecking himself 

tf; against Friedrich’s Left Wing (say half of his Army, some 

15,000) in such conclusive manner. Friedrich’s Left Wing 
ij; alone has been engaged hitherto. And now it will be 

Sj Ziethen’s turn, if Daun and Lacy still come on. 

By 11 last night, Daun’s Pandours, creeping stealthily 
on, across the Katzbach, mbout Schimmelwitz, had discerned 
with amazement that Friedrich’s Camp appeared to consist 
only of watch-^fires ; and had shot-off their speediest rider to 
Daun, accordingly ; but it was one in the mozming before 
Daun, busy marching and marshalling, to be ready at the 
Katzbach by daylight, heard of this strange news ; which 
probably he could not entirely believe till seen with his own 
eyes. What a spectacle ! One’s beautiful Plan exploded 
into mere imbroglio of distraction ; become one knows not 
what 1 Daun’s watch-fires too had all been left burning ; 
universal stratagem, on both sides, going on; producing, — 
tragically fqr some of us, — a Tragedy of*£rrors, or the 
Mistakes of a Night ! Daun sallied out again, in his 
collapsed, upset condition, as soon as pi^ssible : pushed on, 
in the track of Friedrich; warning Lacy to push on. Daun,- 
^ ^ Tempelhof, iv. 159. ♦ 








.Mougu wimm nve miles all the while, had heard nothing of 
the funous Fight and cannonade; ‘ south-west wind having 
nsen,’ so Daun said, and is believed hy candid persons,— not 
by the angry Vienna* people, who counted it impossible; 
^onseijse; you were not deaf ; but you. loitered and haggled, 
J your usual way; perhaps not sorry that the brilliant 
l^oudon should get a rebuff ! ’ 

Emerging out of Liegnitz, Daun did see, to north-east- 
ward, a vast pillar or mass of smoke, silently mounting, but 
could do nothing with it* ^ Cannon-smoke, no doubt ; but 
mllen entirely silent, and not wending hitherward at all. 
Poor Loudon, alas, must have got beaten!’ Upon which 
Daun really did try, at least upon Ziethen; but could do 
nothing. Poured cavalry across the Stone-bridge at the 
Topferberg ; who drove-in Ziethen’s picket there ; but were 
torn to pieces by Ziethen’s cannon. Ziethen across the 
Schwartzwasser is alert enough. How form in order of 
battle h^e, with Ziethen’s batteries shearing your columns 
longitudinally, as they march up? Daun recognises the 
impossibility; wends back through Liegnitz to his Camp 
again, the way he had come. Tide-hour missed aeain < ehh 
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stemming invincibly that horse-torrent, — not unseen by 
Majesty, it may be hoped ; who is here where the hottest 
pinch is. On the third repulse, which was worse than any 
before, Loudon found he had enough ; dtid tried it no farther. 
Rolled over the Katzbach, better or worse ; Prussians q^,tching 
6,000 of him, but not following farther: threw-up a fine^ 
battery at Bienowitz, which sheltered his retreat from horse ; 
— and went his ways, sorely but not dishonourably beaten, 
after an hour and half of uncommonly stiff fighting, which 
had been very murdei’ous to Loudon. Loss of 10,000 to 
him: 4,000 killed and wounded; prisoners 6,000; 82 
cannon, £8 flags, and other items ; the Prussian loss being 
1,800 in whole.^ By 5 o’‘clock, the Battle, this Loudon part 
of it, was quite over ; Loudon (36,000) wrecking himself 
against Friedrich’s Left Wing (say half of his Army, some 
16,000) in such conclusive manner. Friedrich’s Left Wing 
alone has been engaged hitherto. And now it will be 
Ziethen’s turn, if Daun and Lacy still come on. 

By 11 last night, Dauii’s Pandours, creeping stealthily 
on, across the ICatzbach, *about Schimmelwitz, had discerned 
with amazement that I'riedrich’s Camp appeared to consist 
only of watch-fires ; and had shot-off their speediest rider to 
Baun, accordingly ; but it was one in the morning before 
Daun, busy marching and marshalling, to be ready at the 
Katzbach by daylight, heard of this strange news ; which 
probably he could not entirely believe till seen with his own 
eyes. What a spectacle ! One’s beautiful Plan exploded 
into mere imbroglio of distraction; become one knows not 
what ! Baun’s watch-fires too had all been left burning ; 
universal stratagem, on both sides, going on; producing, — 
tragically fcxr some of us, — a Tragedy of*firrors, or the 
Mistakes of a Night 1 Daun sallied out again, in his 
collapsed, upset condition, as soon as possible : pushed on, 
in the track of Fwedrich ; warning Lacy to push on, Baun,* 

, ^ ^ Tempelhof, iv. 159, * 
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though within five miles all the while, had heard nothing of 
the foiious Fight and cannonade; ^ south-west wind having 

risen,’ so Daun said, and is believed by candid persons, ^not 

by the angry Vienna* people, who counted it impossible: 
‘ Nonsense ; you were not deaf; but you loitered and haggled, 
A your usual way; perhaps not sorry that the brilliant 
Loudon should get a rebuff! ’ 

Emerging out of Liegnitz, Daun did see, to north-east- 
ward, a vast pfflar or mass of smoke, silently mounting, but 
could do nothing with it. ‘ Cannon-smoke, no doubt ; but 
fallen entirely silent, and not wending hitherward at all. 
Poor Loudon, alas, must have got beaten ! ’ Upon which 
Daun really did try, at least upon Ziethen; but could do 
nothing. Poured cavalry across the Stone-bridge at the 
Topferberg; who drove-in Ziethen’s picket there; but were 
tom to pieces by Ziethen’s cannon. Ziethen across the 
Schwartzwasser is alert enough. How form in order of 
battle here, with Ziethen’s batteries shearing your columns 
, , longitudinally, as they march up? Daun recognises the 
impossibility; wends back* through Liegnitz to his Camp 
^ again, the way he had come. Tide-hour missed again ; ebb 
going uncommonly rapid ! Lacy had been about '^aldau, 
to try farther up the Schwartzwasser on Zicthen’s right : but 
the Schwartzwasser proved amazingly boggy; not accessible 
on any point to heavy people,—* owing to bogs on the bank,’ 
TOth perhaps poor prospect on the other side too ! 

And, in fact, nothing of Lacy, more than of Daun, could 
manage to get across : nothing except two poor Hussar regi- 
ments; who, winding up far to the left, attempted a snatch 
on the Baggage about Hummeln, — Hummeln, or Kuchel of 
the Scrubs. And gave a new. alarm to Mitchell, the last 
of several dumg this horrid night; who has 
I blocked in his carriage, with such a Devil’s tumult going on 
to eastward, and no^ight, share or knowledge to be had of 
it. Bepeated hussar attecks there were on ihe Baggage here, 
London’s hussars also trying: but Mitchell’s Capt^^was 
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imiimail0ii9ly 'eqital io the oeensioo ; and hiid l>ea!:en them all 
off* Mitchelh by magminiiiions choice of hii tmu^ hiia b«n 
m many Fights by Oio mle of Friedrich ; hut tlnn in the last 
he will cH’or he in or near;— ibis tnimtfilons one of 
f} to 4 1 A,M. Friilay Aitgnsi loUn ITCith * 

Never tin! such u liiek ladkll Fiiinirieh hefo’m or after* I'M 
wiiH dinging nn the olge of slippery alnssis, his path hardly 
II footN-breadOn nnax* ixiennes and avnlanehes hanging ronri<{ 
on every side: min hkclicn* nl: no imiirieni of his life;- — ami 
here is preri-dy the qnnsi'nnirach! whfdi was necfled to save 
hint. Fnrl !y by acindent loo ; f.he best, of inanageineHt: (^rawned 
by the luckiest: of aecidenisd 

Friedrich resfcHl four hours m\ the* liatti€dleldlj*>--if that 
euiild Im called whidi mm a new kind of diligence highly 
womh'rfiiL Diligence of gat!ter5ng-up aceuratdy the results 
of the Bailie I packing fhern into porfuble sha}>e; and 
inarching off with thein m oneN porkeb m to , speak. Major- 
General Saldern had dicarge of llihj a man of ninny talents ; 
and did it eonsiiininat-ely. The wounded, Austrian as vveli 
m Praa|iaii, are placed in^the empty meid-wxigons ; the more 
slightly wamnded are set mi horHelmck, double in possible 
ernes: only the dead are left lying; 10(1 or mom meah 
wagons am left^ their teams needetl for drawing our 811 new 
cmmion ;—the . wagons we split-up, no Austrians to have 
them; useable only tm fiiwood for Ihl^ poor Country-folk. 
The 4 or odhHl goofl innskeh lying on the fii.hh ^hnli not 
we take theii'ii also? Ikuh cavalry soldier slings one of 
them across his hack, each haggagc'alrivcr one: and the 
imiskcds too am taken exm? ^»f* Aliout I) a.m., Friedrich^ 
with his pris<mcTH, new 0 mnon-t<;fuiiS 5 sick-wagott 

properties, is afoot agaliu* One of the 
suoductet of Kings, 

^ Xempkelhof, m i|io7f; ArchaAolt^ej abl sypri; nm d^r 

S^kkiiM 0m t$ t7§0f i^0jf ti^rgefalkn fSeyfertli, it 

etc. ^ • 
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I should have mentioned the joy of poor Ecgiment Bern- 
burg ; which rather affected me. Loudon gone^ the miracle 
of Battle done, and this miraculous packing going on,— 
Friedrich riding about among his people^ passed along the 
front of Bernbuig, the eye of him perhaps intimating, ^ I saw 
you, Bursche'' \ but no word comings from him. The Bern- 
burg Officers, tragically tressless in their hats, stand also 
silent, gi’im as blackened stones (all Bernbiirg black with 
gunpowder) : ^ In us also is no word ; unless our actions 
perhaps speak ? ’ But a certain Sergeant, Fugleman, or chief 
Corporal, stept out, saluting reverentially : ^ Regiment Bern- 
burg, Ihi'O Majestat — -? ^ ‘ Hm ; well, you did handsomely. 
Yes, you shall have your side-arms back ; all shall be for- 
gotten and washed-out 1 ** ^ And you are again our Gi'acious 

King, then ? ’ says the Sergeant, with tears in his eyes, — 
^ Gewiss^ Yea, surely 1 ’ ^ Upon which, fancy what a peal of 
sound from the ecstatic throat and heart of this poor Regi- 
ment, Which I have often thought of ; hearing mutinous 
blockheads, ^ glorious Sons qf Freedom ’ to their own thinking, 
ask their natural commanding Officer, ^ Are not we as good as 
thou ? Are not all men equal ? * Not a whit of #it, you 
mutinous blockheads ; very far from it indeed ! 


This was the breaking of Friedi’ich’s imprisonment in the 
deadly rock-labyrinths; this success at Liegnitz delivered 
him into free field once more. For twenty-four houm more, 
indeed, the chance was still full of anxiety to him ; for 
twenty-four hours Daun, could he have been rapid, still had 
the possibilities in hand; — but only Daun’s Antagonist was 
usually rapid. About 9 in the morning, all road-ready, this 
latter Gentleman ^gave three Salvoes, as Joy-fire, on the field 
of Liegnitz’; and, in the above succinct shapsf*^55e^^ 
Ziethen to come on, ^with the prisoners, the sick- wagons 
and captured canncm,’ in the afternoon, — marched rapidly 
away. Fpr Parchwitz, with our best speed f Parchwitz is the 
^ Tempelhof, iv. 162-164. ♦ 

VOL. VII, 
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road to Breslau, also to Glogaii, — to Breslau, if it be himauly 
possible! Friedrich has but two-days bread left: on the 
Breslau road, at Auras, there is Czernichef with £4,000 ; 
there are, or there may be, the Loifdon Remnants rallied 
again, the Liicy Corps untouched, all Daun‘’s Fo»ce, had 
Daiin made any despatcii at all Which Bann seldom did. 
A man slow to resolve, and seeking his luck in leisure. 

All judges say, Uaim ought now to have marched, on this 
enterprise of still intercepting r'riedrich, without loss of a 
moment. But he calculated Friedrich would probably spend 
the day in Te-dcuyn-mg on the Field (as is the manner of 
some); and that, by tomorrow, things would be clearer to 
one’s own mind. Dann was in no haste ; gave no orders,— 
did not so much as send Cisernichef a Letter. Czernichef got 
one, howevei'. Friedrich sent him one ; that is to say, sent 
him one to intercept, Friedrich, namely, writes a Note 
addressed to his Brother Henri : * Austrians totally beaten 
this day ; now for the Russians, dear Brother ; and swift, do 
what we have agreed on ! ’ ^ J’riedrich hands this to a 
Peasant, with instructions to let himself be taken by the 
Russiaiij?, and give it ujt to save his life. Czernichef, it is 
thought, got this Letter ; and perhaps rumour itself, and the 
delays of Daun, would, at any rate, have sent him across. 
Across he at once went, with his £4,000, and burnt his 
Bridge. A vanished Czernichef; — though Friedrich is not 
yet sure of it : and as for the wandering Austrian Divisions, 
the Londons, Lxeys, all is dark to him. 

^ So that, at Parchwitz, next morning (August 16th), the 
question, To Glogau ? To Breslau ? ’ must have been a kind 
of sphinx>-cmgma to Friedrich ; dark as that, and, in case of 
enw, fatal After some brief paroxysm consideration, 
I'l ^ 'iHiihtoMtf im(Hng was, ‘ To Breslau, then ! ’ * And, for hours, 
m the march went on, he w^as noticed riding much about,’ 
his anxieties visibly great. Till at Neimiarkt (not far from 
the Field of Leidhen), getting on the Heights there,— towards 

’^***^^ • ^ (Enwes de v. 67, 
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Toessj — what a sight ! Before this, he had come 


noon. 
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upon Austrian Out-parties, Beck’s or somebody’s, who did not 
wait his attack : he saw, at one point, ^ the whole Austrian 
Army on march (the 1:ops of its columns visible among the 
knolls, three miles ofi^ impossible to say whitherward) ’ ; and 
fared on all the faster, I suppose, si^ih a bet depending ; — 
and, in fine, galloped to the Heights of Neumarkt for a view : 
« Dare we believe it ? Not an Austrian there ! ’ And might 
be, for the moment, the gladdest of Kings. Secure now of 
Breslau, of junction with Henri : fairly winner of the bet 
and am at last pause, and take breath, very needful to his 
poor Army, if not to himself, after such a moxtal spasm of 
sixteen days ! Daun had taken the Liegnitz accident without 
remark ; usually a stoical man, especially in other people’s 
misfortunes ; but could not conceal his painful astonishment 
on this new occasion, — astonishment at unjust fortune, or at 
his own sluggardiy cunctations, is not said. 


Next day (August 17th),^Friedrich encamps at Hermanns- 
dorf, headquarter the Schloss of Hermannsdorf, within seven 
miles of Breslau; continues a for1!!night there, resting his 
wearied people, himself not resting much, watching the dismal 
miscellany of entanglements that yet remain, how these will 
settle into groups, — especially what Daun and his Soltikof 
will decide on. In about a fortnight, Daun’s decision did 
become visible ; SoltiCof s not in a fortnight, nor ever clearly 
at all. Unless it were To keep a whole skin, and gradually 
edge home to his victuals. As essentially it was, and con- 
tinued to be ; creating endless negotiations, and futile over- 
tures and messagings from Daun to his barbarous Friend, 
endless jguasions and troubles from poor Montalembert, — of 
which it would Weary every reader to hear 
of the result only. 

Friedrich, for his own part, is little elated with these bits 
of successes at Liegnitz or since ; and does nat deceive himself 
as Ijo the difficulties, almost the impossibilities, that^gt®4ie 
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ahead. In answer to iyArgens> who has written at mid- 
night,’ starting out of bed ^ the instant the news came in 
zealous congratulation on Liegiiitz, here is a Letter of Fried- 
rich’s : well worth reading, —though if has been oftener read 
than almost any other of his. A Ixtter which JJ^Argens 
never saw in the origiiial form ; which was captured by tHe 
Austrians or Cossacks ; ^ which got copied everywhere, soon 
stole itfto print, and is ever since extensively known. 






Frkdrkh to Mai^quis tVArgens (at Berlin) 

‘ llemiaHUSdoif, near Breslau, STtli August 1760 . 
oilier limes, my dear jMarquis, tlio Atlair of the 15 th would have 
settled the (Jampaigu ; at present it is hut a scratch. There will be 
needed a great Battle to decide our fate ; such, by all appearance, we 
shall soon have ; and then you may rejoice, if the event is favourable to 
UB* Tlmuk you, meanwhile, for all your sympathy. It has cost a deal of 
scheming, striving and much address to bring matters to this point. 
Don't speak to me of dangers ; the last Action costs me only a Coat ' (torn, 
useless, only one skirt left, by some rebounding cannon-ball ?) ^ and a 
Horse' (shot under me) : ^that i.s not l^faying dear for a victory. 

^In my life, I was never in so bad a posture as in this Campaign, 
Believe^e, iniraeles are still needed if I am to overcome all the difficul- 
ties which I still see ahead. And one is growing weak withal. Her- 
culean^” labours to accomplish at an age when my powers are forsaking 
me, my weaknesses increasing, and, to speak candidly, even hope, the 
one comfort of the unhappy, begins to be wanting. You are not enough 
acquainted with the posture of things, to know all the dangers that 
threaten tlie State : I know them, and conceal them ; I keep all the 
fears to myself, and communicate to the Public only the hopes, and the 
triflo of good news I may now and then have. If the stroke I am medl- 
teting succeed ” (stroke on Daun's Aiiti-Schweidiiitz strategies, of which 
anon), ^theu my dear Marquis, it will be time to expand one's joy ; hut 
till then let us not datter ourselves, lest some unexpected bit of bad news 
depress us too much. 

(Scliloss of Hiuiuannsdorf, a seven mills west of Breslau) 
^ like a mmry Monk of La Trappe : endless businesses, and these done, 
a Ettle conaolation from my Books. 1 know not, if I shall outlive this 

^ — — — ^ — — — 

See ^mrts Fgidinc^ xxjc. 198 (D^Argeus himself, * I9lh October ” follow* 

high ^d . i9i I Ebdeubeck, ii. 31, 365— mention of k in Voltaire, 
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Wbx : but should it so happen^ I am hrmly resolved to pass the remainder 
of my life in solitude^ in the bosom of Philosophy and Friendship. When 
the roads are surer;, perhaps you will write me oftener. I know not where 
our winter-quarters this tii|ie are to be 1 My House in Breslau is burnt 
down in the Bombardment ’ (Loudon's^, three weeks ago). ^ Our enemies 
grudge us everything, even daylight, and air to breathe : some nook, 
however, they must leave us ; and if it be ji safe one, it will be a true 
pleasure to have you again with me. 

^ tFeil, my dear Marquis, what has become of the Peace with France * 
(English Peace)! ‘‘Your Nation, you see, is blinder than you fliought; 
those fools will lose their Canada and Pondichery, to please the Queen of 
Hungary and the Czarina. Heaven grant Prince Ferdinand may pay 
them for their zeal ! And it will be the innocent that suffer, the poor 
officers and soldiers, not the Choiseuls and' — ^ ^ 'But here is 
business come on me. Adieu, dear Marquis I embrace you.— 

Two Events, of opposite complexion, a Russian and a 
Saxon, Friedrich had heard of while at Hermannsdorf, before 
writing as above. The Saxon Event is a pleasant onej, and 
comes first : 

Efdsm Oil the Durrenherg, August 'August 20th, at Strehla, in 

that Schlettau-Meissen Country! the Reiehsfolk and Austrians made 
attack on Hulsen's Posts, principal Post of them the Diirrenberg (Diy-MiU) 
there, — in a most extensive mantier ; filling the whole region vague 
artiliery-tliunder, and endless charges, here, there, of foot and horse ; 
•which ail issued in zero and minus quantities ; liulsen standing beauti- 
fully to his work, and Hussar Kleist especially, at one point, cutting-in 
with masterly execution, which proved general overthrow to the Reichs 
Project ; and left Hiilsen master of the field and of his Diirrenberg, plus 
1,217 prisoners and one ?rince among them, and one cannon : a Hulsen 
who has actually given a kind of beating to the Reiehsfolk and Austrians, 
though they were 30,000 to his 10,000, and had counted on making a 
new Maxen of Friedrich wudtes a glad laudatory letter to Hulsen: 
' Eight, so ; give them more of that when they apply next 
Tliis is a bit of sunshine to the Royal mind, dark enough otherwise. 
Hud Friedrich got done here, right fast would ho fly to the relief of 
Hulsen, and recovery of Saxony. Hope, in good 
— 

^ (Euvres dc Frid&ic^ xix, 191. 

® Archenholtz, ii. 114 ; Bcricht von der am 20 August 1760 hey Strehla verge- 
falUnen Action (Seyfarth, Beylagen, ii. 703-719). » 

^ Jitter ifi Schdningi si, 396, ^Hermsdorf^ (Hermannsdorf), ‘27th August 
I7da* 
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j Uaimu wil! IfQ able to liold out till tlien J * Fear answers, ^ No, no 
oannot, unless you get done here extremely soon ! ' — ^Tlie Russian Event, 
full of pamful anxiety to Friedricb, was a new Siege of Colberg* That is 
the gad fact; which, since the middle of i^igust, has been becoming 
visibly certain. 

. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ # .■ 

^mnrl Siege qf Colberg^ J^igmt 2Bth, ^ Under siege again, that poor 
Place ; and this time the llusnians seem to have made a vow that take it 
they wdlh Siege by land and by sea; land troops direct from Peters- 
burg, 15^000 in all (0,000 of them came by ship), with endlesH artillerj^ ; 
atid uear 40 Russian an<l Swedish ships-of-war, big and little, blackcni ug 
tbo waters of poor Col berg. August 20th ’ (the day before Friedi'iciPs 
writing as above), ^tlmy have got all thinp adjusted,— the land-troops 
covered by redoubts to rearward, ships moored in their battering-places ; 
—and begin sucli a bombardment and bring of redhot balk u})on Colberg 
m was rarely seen. To which, mm can only hope old Hoyde will set a 
face of grey-steel character, m uiiial , and prove a difEcult article to deal 
with, till one gat some relief contrived for him.* ^ 

CHAPTE|l IV 

BAUN IN WRESTLE WITH FEIEBEICH IN THE 
^ SILESIAN HILLS 

Ik spite of Frioclricli''s forebodings, an es^traordiimiy recoil, 
in all Anti-Friec!rieh affairs, ensued upon Liegiiit^s ; everything 
taking the backward eoiu^e, from which it hardly recovered, 
or indeed did not recover at all, diirfng the rest of this 
Campaign. Details 011 fho subsequent Daun-Friedrich move- 
ments, —which mmt all aback for Daun, Bauu clrbeii into the 
Hills again, Friedrich hopeful to cut-ofF his bread, and drive 
him quite through the Hills, and Home again, --are not 
permitted us. No human intellect in our d^iy cook! busy 
w****'** ^ii < fe i; ^ these thousandfold marchings, 

manceuviings, assaults, surprisals, sudden facings-about, (rd- 
treat changed to advance) ; nor could tlse pow^erfulest human 
# 

^ Archenbohz, it in Ifeldm^GeseyckU {vl 73 - 83 ), ^ TegehM of Si|g% 
25th iSte 5 »u&i«jr-i 8 th September/ ami other details. 
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memory, not exclusively devoted to study the Art Military 
under Friedrich, remember them whexi understood. For 
soldiers, desirous not to be sham-soldiers, they are a recom- 
mendable exercise ; fo? them I do advise Tempelhof and the 
excellent German Narratives and Eecords, But in regard to 
others — sample has been given : multiply that by the ten, 
by the three-score and ten ; let the ingenuous imagination get 
from it what will suffice. Our first duty here to poor«readers, 
is to elicit from that sea of small things the fractions which 
are cardinal, or which give human physiognomy and memora- 
bility to it ; and carefully supprcvss all the rest. 

ITxiderstand, then, that there is a general going-back on 
the Austrian and Russian part. Czernichef w^e already saw 
at once retire over the Oder. Soltikof bodily, the second 
day after, deaf to Montalembert, lifts himself to rearward ; 
takes post behind bogs and bushy grounds more and more 
inaccessible;^ followed by Prince Henri with his best im- 
pressiveness for a week longer, till he seem sufiiciently remote 
and peaceably-minded : ^ liking home for Poland, he,^ thinks 
the sanguine King; Meave Goltz with 1^,000 to watch 
him. The rest of the Army over hither ! ’ Which ^is done, 
August 27th ; General Forcade taking charge, instead of 
Henri,- — who is gone, that day or next, to Breslau, for his 
healthy’s sake. * Prince Henri really ill,’ say some ; ^ Not so 
ill, but in the sulks,’ say others : — ^partly true, both theories, 
it is now thought ; iinpossible to settle in what degree true. 
Evident it is, Henri sat quiescent in Breslau, following 
regimen, in more or less pathetic humour, for two or three 
months to come ; went afterwards to Glogau, and had private ^ 
theatricals; and was no more heai’d of in this Campaign. 
Greatly to his^Brother’s loss and regret ; who is often longing 
for ^ your recovery ’ (and return hither), to no 

Soltikof does, in his heart, intend for Poland ; but has to 
see the Siege of Cofeerg finish first ; and, in decency even to 
the Austrians, would linger a little : Willing I always, if 
August iSth, to Trebnit^, on the road to Miiitscli ^ (Tempelho^Vf-?6v5?). 
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only prove feasible ! ’ Which occasiom such negotiating, 
and messaging across the Oder, for the next six weeks, as — ^as 
shall be omitted in this place. By intense suasion of 
Montakniberts Soltikof even consent# to undertake some 
sham movenieut on CHogan, thereby to alleviate his Austrians 
across the River ; and sjaggers gradually forward a little in 
that direction sham merely ; for he has not a siege^gun, 
nor tlioi least possibility on Glognu ; and Goltx with the 
12,000 will siiHicieaitly take cave of him in that quarter* 
Fricnlrich, on junction with b'orcade, has risen to perhaps 
50,000 ; and is now in some condition against the Daun- 
Loiulon-I^cy Armies, which cannot be double his number. 
These still hang about, in the Breslau-ltehwitz region; 
gloomy of humour ; and seem to be aiming at Sdiwddnitz, 
~if that c«>tild still prove possitde with a Friedrich present* 
Whiriii it by no means does ; though they try it by their 
best combinations ;~by ^a powerful Chain of Army-posts, 
isolating Schwxhhiitz, and uniting Ihuni and Loudon’; by 
^ a Gim}> on the Zobteiiberg, crown of the same ’ — and put 
Friedrich on his mettle, Who^ after survey of said Chain, 
cjxeeutes^ (idght of August ^30th) a series of beautiful 
manoeuvres on it, which unexpectedly conclude its existence ; 
— Mvith uimecountable hardihood’ (as Archenlioltz has it, 
physiognomically to Friedrich’s genera! style just now, 
if a little incomwt as to the <*ase in hand), ^ sees good to 
nnu’ch direct, once for all, niiiwart said T^hain ; right across 
its explosive camionadings and it,“-a*ounter“»eamiojiading, and 
mitrdiing raphlly on ; mvh. a march for insolence, say the 
Austrians!’'^ Till, in this wnj, I he insolent King has 
Schweiibilz under hiH prof etdive hand again; and forces the 
Chain to coil itself wholly lugelher, and roil into the IJillsfor 
Whither he again follows it : with continual 
changes of position, vying in inaccessibility with your own ; 

m 

^ Arctscaholt?. |ii. 11 ^-1x6); who is in a burr}’? fktekss, and rather confuses 
a subsequent (faj/ (September i8th} with this ‘night of August 50th/ See 
5 still better, TempcMo/f iw 203. ^ 




<y' ; 


CHAP.IV.] DAUN AND FRIEDRICH 281 

i8th Sept,«4th Oct. 17603 "" 

threatening your meal- wagons ; trampling on yonr skirts in 
this or the other dangerous manner ; marching insolently up 
to your very nose, more than once Dittmannsdorf, September 
ISth,'" for a chief instance), and confusing your best schemes.^ 

This-^ * insolent ’ style of management, says Archenholts;, 
was practised by Julius Cmsar on %e Gauls ; and since his 
time by nobody, — till Friedrich, his studious scholar and 
admirer, iwived it against another enemy.** ^ It is of sKcellent 
efficacy, ** adds Tempelhof ; it disheartens your adversary, and 
especially his common people, and has the reverse effect on 
your own ; confuses him in endless apprehensions, and details 
of self-defence ; so that he can form no plan of his own, and 
his overpowering resources become useless to him.’ Excellent 
efficacy, — only you must be equal to doing it ; not unequal, 
which might be very fatal to you ! 

For about five weeks, Friedrich, eminently practising this 
style, has a most complex multifarious Briarean wrestle with 
big Daun and his Lacy-Loudon Satellites; who have a 
troublesome time, runnings hither, thithei', under danger of 
slaps, and finding nowhere an available mistake made. The 
scene is that intricate Hill- Country ’between Schweidptz and 
Glate (kind of glacis from Schweidnitz to the Glatz Moun- 
tains): Daun, generally speaking, has his back on Glatz, 
Friedrich on Schweidnitz ; and we hear of encampings at 
Ivunzendorf, at BunzckoU^^s^ at Bu7^1msdo7j \ — places which 
will be more famous in a coming Yeai\ Daun makes no 
complaint of his Lacy-Loudon or other satellite people ; who 
are diligently circumambient all of them, as bidden ; but are 
unable, like Daun himself, to do the least good ; and have 
per}>etually, Daun and they, a bad life of it beside this 
NeigIil>our. outer world, especially the Vienna outer 

world, is naturally a little surprised : ‘^How 
marschall Daun ? Can you do absolutely nothing with him, 
then ; but sit pinned in the Hills, eating sour herbs ! ’ 

iv. I 93 -^ 3 I > etc. etc. j in Anmjmous of Hamburg^ xv. 222-235, 
* Diary of the Austrian Army* (3d-Sth September). 
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la the Russians appears no help. Soltikof on Glogau, 
we know what that amounts to! Soltikof is evidently 
intending home, and nothing else. To all Austrian proposals^, 
— and they have been manifoldj as poo? Montalenibert knows 
too wellj™ the answer of Soltikof was and is : ^Above 00^000 
of you circling aboiit^ Iii^lping one another to do Nothing. 
Happy were you, not a cloiibt of it, could we be wiled across 
to you, get worried in your stead 1 ’ Dauii begins to be 
extremely ilboff’; provisions scarce, are far away in Bohemia; 
and the roads daily more insecure, Friedrich aiming evidently 
to get command of them altogether. Think of such an issue 
to our once-floimishing Campaign 1760! Daun is vigilance 
itself against such fatality ; and will do anything, except risk 
a Fight. Here, however, is the fatal posture : Since Sep- 
temte 18 th, Daun sees himself considerably cut-off from 
Crlatz, his provision-road more and more insecure and for 
fourteen days onward, the King and he have got into a dead- 
lock, and sit looking into one anotheFs faces; Daun in a 
more and more distressed mood, his provender becoming so 
uncertain, and the Winter season drawing nigh. The sentries 
are in mptual view: each^Camp could cannonade the other; 
but what good were it? By a tacit understanding they 
don’t, ' The sentries, outposts and vedettes forbear musketry ; 
on the contrary, exchange tobaccos sometimes, and have a 
snatch of conversaticm, Daun is growing more and more 
unhappy. To which of the gods, if not to Soltikof again, 
can he apjdy r 

Friedrich himself, successful so far, is abundantly dissatisfied 
with such a kind of success;* — and indeed seems %o bo less 
thankful to his stars than in present circumstances he ought. 
Profoundly wearied wc find him, worn-down intgt utter disgust 
of Posts : Here we still are, nose to nose,’ 
exclaims he (see I.,etters to Mcnri\ ^ both of us in unattack- 
able camps. This Campaign appeals to *^116 more unsupport- 
able than any of^^the foregoing. Take what trouble and 
care^ jljie, I can’t advance a step in regard to grdkt 
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interests ; I succeed only in trifles.’ « Oh for good news of 
your health : I am without all assistance here ; the Army 
must divide again before long, and I have none to intrust 
it to.’ ^ ^ 

^ And to D'^Jrgejis, in the same bad days : Yes, yes, I 
escaped a great danger there’ (at Liegnitz). ^In a common 
War it would have signified something ; but in this it is a 
mere skirmish ; my position little improved by it. Pwill not 
sing Jeremiads to you ; nor speak of my fears and anxieties, 
but can assure you they are great. The crisis I am in has 
taken another shape ; but as yet nothing decides it, nor can 
the development of it be foreseen. I am getting consumed 
by slow fever; I am like a living body losing limb after 
limb. Heaven stand by us : we need it much.’’ ^ 

^ You talk always of my person, of my dangers. Need I tell 
you, it is not necessary that I live ; but it is that I do my 
duty, and fight for my Country to save it if possible. In 
many little things I have had luck : I think of taking for my 
motto, in minimh^ et minimus in mmimis, A worse 

Campaign than any of the others: I know not sometimes 
what will become of it. But why weary you with sucii details 
of my labours and my sorrows ? My spirits have forsaken 
me. All gaiety is buried with the Loved Noble Ones whom 
my heart was bound to. Adieu.’ 

Or, again, to Henri : ^ Berlin ? Yes ; I am trying some- 
thing in bar of that* Have a bad time of it, in the interim. 
Our means, my dear Brother, are vSo eaten away; far too 
short for opposing the prodigious number of our enemies set 
against us : — if we must fall, let us date our destraction from 
the infamous Day of Maxen 1 ’ 

Is in such Jiealth, too, all the while : ^ Am a little better, 
thank you ; yet have still the ’ — ^what shall 
biliary aiFair) ? — Mmorrhoides aveugles : nothing that, were 

^ Schoning, ii. 416. ^ 

"^tEuvr^deFrMiric^ xix. 193 (‘Dittmannsdorf, i8th September,'' day after^ 
or aay of finisbrng, that cannonade). \ 
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it not for the disquietudes I feel ; but all ends in this world, 
and so will these.’^ ‘ I flatter myself your health is 

recovering. For these three days in continuance I have had 
so terrible a cranip^ I thought it would choke me; — it is 
now a little gone. No wonder the chagrins and comtinual^ 
disquietudes I live in should undermine and at length over- 
turn the robustest constitution.^ ^ 

Friedmt.h, we observe, has heard of certain Kussiaii- Austrian 
intentions on .Berlin ; but, after intense consideration, resolves 
that it will behove him to continue here, and try to dislodge 
Daiin, or help Hunger to dislodge him ; which will be the 
remedy for Berlin and all things else. There are news from 
Colberg of welcome tenor; could Daun be sent packing, 
Soltikof, it is probable, will not be in nuich alacrity for 
Berlin !— September 18 th, at Diltmannsdorf, was the first 
day of Daun^'s dead-lock ; ever since, he has had to sit, more 
and more hampered, pinned to the Hills, eating sour herbs ; 
nothing but Hunger ahead, and a retreat {battle we will not 
dream of), likely tc? be very ruinous, with a Friedrich sticking 

to the wings of it. Here is the Note on Colberg : 

■ ■■■ . 

Be^temher IBths Colherg Siege raimL same September IStb, 

wbat a at Colberg too 1 It is tba twenty-fbortli day of the continual 
boinbardmexit there. Colberg is black aslies, most of its houses ruins, 
not a house in it uniiijurecL Hut Heyde and his poor Oarrison, busy 
day and inglit, walk about i?i it as if fire-projif; witli a great deal 
of battle silli left in them. The King, I know not: wliether Heyde is 
aware, has contrived something of relief; Ceiieral Werner coming; — 
the fittest of men, if tliere he poKsildlity. When, see, vSeptember IBth, 
laneasy motion in the liussjan iutrenelimenls (for tim llusHians too are 
intrenched against attack): yometliing that has stirprised the Russians 
yonder, Climh, some of yon, to the highest surviving steeple, highest 
chimney-top if no sieepie survive: — Yonder is Wcrripr coma* to our 

^ Werner^ with was detached from Glogaii (September Sth), 

from Ooit2*B Small Corps there; lias ccmie as oii wings, 200 miles in 

“ ~ — ■ — 

^ Scbonitig, ii. 419*, *2d October/ Ib. ii. 410; * i6th Septeiftber/ Ib» 
ii. 4o8f* ^ * 
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thirteen days. And attacks now, as with wings, the astonished Russian 
15 , 000 , who w'ere looking for nothing like him, — with wings, with claws, 
and with beak ; and in a highly aquiline manner, fierce, swift, skilful, 
storms these intrenched Russians straightway, scatters them to pieces,— 
and next day is in Colberg, the Siege raising itself with great precipita- 
tion ; leaving all its artilleries and furnitures, rushing on shipboard all 
\>f it that can get, — ^the very ships-of-wa^ says Archenlioltz, hurrying 
dangerously out to sea, as if the Prussian Hussars might possibly take 
them, A glorious M^erner I A beautiful defence, and ditto rescue ; 
which has drawn the world’s attention.' ^ ^ 

Heyde's defence of Colberg, Werner's swift rescue of it, are very 
celebrated this Autumn. Medals were struck in honour of them at 
Berlin, not at Friedrich’s expense, but under Friedrich's patronage ; who 
purchased silver or gold copies, and gave them about. Veteran Heyde 
had a Letter from his Majesty, and one of these gold Medals ; — what an 
honour ! I do not hear that Heyde got any other reward, or that he 
needed any. A beautiful old Hero, voiceless in History ; though very 
visible in that remote sphere, if you care to look. 

That is the news from Colberg ; comfortable to Friedrich ; 
not likely to inspire Soltikof with new alacrity in behalf of 
Daun. It remains to us only to add, that Friedrich, with a 
view to quicken Dann, shoVout (September £4th, after night- 
fall, and with due mystery) a Detachment towards Neisse, — « 
4,000 or so, who call themselves 15,000, and affect to be 
for Mahren ultimately. ‘ For Mahren, and my bit of daily 
bread I ’ Daun may well think ; and did for some time think, 
or partly did. Pushed-off one small detachment really thither, 
to look after Mahren; and (September 29th) pushed-off’ 
another bigger; Lacy namely, with 15,000, pretending to be 
thither,— but who, the instant they were out of Friedrich’s 
sight, have whirled, at a rapid pace, quite into the opposite? 
direction : as will shortly be seen I Daun has now other 
irons Jn the fire. Daun, ever since this fatal Dead-lock in 
the Hills, has been shrieking hoarsely to the Ilussiau^, da)- 
and night ; who at last take pity on him, — or find something 
feasible in his proposals. 

^ Seyfat»{.h, ii 6345 Archenholtz, ii. Ii6s in Bddm-Gtschkhte (vL 73-83), 
"fag^buch of Siege. ^ 
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7'he Smmam make a Raid on Berlin^ Jl)r Belief of Daun 
and iheir otm Bihmf {Octohev S^LlSth, 1760) 

Powerful eutreaties, influences are exercised at Petarsbnrg|^ 
ami Iiere in tlie linssian ; * NoWc Russian Excellencies^ 
for the love of 1 leaven, take tins man ofi' my windpipe ! A 
sally in%> Rrandenburg : oli, could not you? Lacy shall 
accompany ; R<‘izure of Berlin, were it only for one day ! 
Soltikof lias fallen sick, — ami, indeod, practically vanishes 
from our aflairs at this point Fennor, who has command 
in the interim, tinally consents : * Dur poor siege of Colberg, 
what an end k come to it ! What an end is the whole 
{^mpaign like to have ! m at least try this of Beidin, 
since our hands are empty.’ The joy of Baun, of Montalem* 
and of everybody in Austrian Court and Camp may 
be conceived, 

Russians to the amount of 20,000, Czernidief Commander ; 
Tottlebeii Second in command, a ^clever soldier, who knows 
&rlin : tJiese are to start from Sagan Country, on this fine 
Expedition, and to push on at the very top of their speed. 
September 20th, Tottleben, with 8,000 of them as Vanguard, 
does accordingly cross Oder, at Beuthen in Sagan Country ^ 
and strides forward direct upon Berlin: Lacy, with 15,000, 
has started from Silesia, we saw how, above a week later 
(September 29th), but at a still more fufious rate of speed, 
Soltikof,— the(>retieai}y Soltikof, but practically Fermor, should 
the dim German Books be ambiguouH to any studious creatui’e, 
— *with the Main Army (whith by itself in still a 20,000 odd), 
moves to Frankfurt, to support the swift Expedition, and be 
within two marches of it. Here surely is ^ feasibility! 
Berlin., for ih{p.ux\ has nothing but weak palisades ; and of 
effective garrison 1,200 men. 

And feasible, in a soit, this thing did 'prove ; indisputably 
delivering Dawn fnm strangulation in the Silesian Mountains ; 
filling, the^ Grazetteer mind with loud emotion of an emply 
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nature ; and very much affecting many poor people in Berlin 
and neighbourhood. Making a big Chapter in Berlin Local 
History; though compressible to small bulk for strangers, 
who have no specific sympathies in that locality. 

^ ^ Friday 8d October 1700, Tottleben, witli his hasty Vanguard of 5,000, 
preceded by hastier rumour, comes circKng round Berlin environs; 
takes post at the Halle Gate ^ (west side of the City); ^summons Eochow’ 
(the same old Commandant of Haddick's time) ; — ^ requires instimt admit- 
tance; ransom of Four million Thalers, and other impossible things. 
Berlin has been putting itself in some posture ; repairing its palisades, 
throwing-up bits of redoubts in front of the gates ; and, though sounding 
with alarms and uncertainties, shows a fine spirit of readiness for the 
emergency. Eochow is still Commandant, the same old Eochow who 
shrunk so questionably in Haddick's time : but Rocliow has no Court to 
tremble for at present; Queen and Eoyal Family, Archives, Principal 
I^Ihiistries, Directorium in a body, went all to Magdeburg again, on the 
Kuiiersdorf Disaster last year, and are safe from such insults. The spirit 
of the population, it appears, even of the rich classes, some of whom are 
very rich, is extraordinary. Besides Eochow, moreover, there are, by 
accident, certain Generals in Berlin ; Beidlitz and two others, recovering 
from their Kunersdorf hurts, who step into the breach with heart ad- 
mirably willing, if with limbs "'still lame. Then there is old Field- 
marshal Lehwald * (Anti-Russian at Gross Jagei-sdorf, but dismissed as 
too old), ^who is official Governor of Berlin, who succeeded poof Keith in 
that honourable office : all these were strong for defence ; — and do not 
now' grudge, great men as they are, to take each his Gate of Berlin, his 
small redoubt throwm up there, and pass the night and the day in doing 
his utmost with it. 

' Eochow refuses the surrender and the Four-millions pure specie ; 
and Tottleben, about 3 r.M. in an intermittent way, and about 5 in 
a constant, begins bombarding, — grenadoes, red-hot balls, what he can ; 

— and continues the same till 3 next morning. Without result to speak 
of ; Seicllite and Consorts making good counter-play ; the poor old 1,200 ^ 
of Gai-rison growing almost young again with energy, under their 
Seidiitzcs ; and the population zealously cooperating, especially quench- 
ing all hues that |ose. What greatly contributed withal was the arrival 
of Prince Eugen overnight. Eiigen of Wiirtemberg" (c^et of that bad 
Duke) Hiad been engaged driving home the Swedes, but instantly 
quitted that with a 5,000^ie had ; and has marched this day, — his Van- 
guard has, mostly Horse, whom the Foot will follow tomorrow, — a 
distance of^forty miles, on this line errand. Delicate manoeuvring, by 
the^ wearied horsemen, to enter Berlin amid uncei-tain jostlings, under 
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iba ilrfee of Eosgian liombardmont ? ecstatic wekoioe to them, whm ' 
they <ii<i get in, — iiistant suhscription for fat oxen to them; a just 
abumiance of beef to them, of generous beer I hope not more than an 
abundance : phenomena M-hich, with ttthers of tho like, could he dwelt 
Jim ha<! we.room.i. 

^Tottiehen, uiuler these omens, found it would not do ; wended oif 
■towards-hiH'€2eniid4ef.:;next 'mi>rniiig; as:far^,aS:'G 6 peBikJ ' 

Prince Eugeu aiteiiding him iii a minatory maimer : and, in Berlin for . 
■ the. moment, the hathten lunirs' were over.'-;; .For' four days 'mora;: the fate. 

. <if ;th!ngs;"laung diihimis In 4 j)e soon fading' again, hutTiot quite’ going .out ' 
till ilio fifth day. And this, in fact, was mainly all of hombardmeiit that 
the City had to sufier ; tiiough its fate of capture was not to he averted. 
Is not 'rtdilehen gone? Yes ; hut f.iacy, marching at a rate he never did 
before (except from JiiHcludswenla), is arrived in the environs this same 
evening, cautious hut furious. The King is far away ; what are Eugeifs 

^On the other hand, Hitlscn, leaving his Saxon afiairs to their chance, 
---whkh, alas, are about extinct, at any rate ; except WittenlHsrg, all 
Saxony gone fwim ns F-xfidlsen is on winged march hitherward with 
about 9 ,^K> 0 . How would the King come on wings, like an eagle firom 
the Blue, if he were but aware 1” thought everybody, and said. Hiilsen 
did arrive on the 8 th ; so that there are now 14,000 of us. Hulsen did ; 
•—hut no King could ; the King is just |tarting (October 4th, ’the' King,;-' 
on these bad rumours about Saxony, about Berlin, quitted the attempt 
on Daun ; October 7th, got,, on march hitherw^ard ; has finished his 
first maroh liitherw^ard, — Daua gradually prepming to attend him in 
the distance),— when Hulsen arrives. And here are all their Lacys, 
Cizemichefa fairly assembled ; five to two of us, — 35,000 of them against 

^ Hiilsen and Eugen, drawn-cmt in their skilfulest way, manoeuvred 
ahmit, all this Wednesday 8 th; attenjptod, did not attanpt; found on 
cajidid examination, TJiat 14 /jOO nrm-? 35,000 ran a great risk of being 
worsted ; that, in sucOj ease, the fate of the City might bo still more 
frightful I and tliat, on tluj whole, tlieir one course was that of with- 
dmwiiig tik t'pandau, and ie.aving poor Berlin to capitulate as it ccnild. 
('apitulation starts again with Totileben that same idght ; Gotzkowsky, 
a magnauimouB Citizen and iMerchant-Friuce, stepping forth with 
heauUftil counigeouH furtherances of every kind; aiid it ends better 
than one couhWmve hoped : llansom—not of Four-millions pure specie 
(which would have been 600,000/,): Gracious Sir, it is beyond our 
utmost possibility ! ” — but of One and a Half million in modern Ephraim 

^ Tempelhof, iv. 2 ^- 290 ; Archenholtz, ii. 122 * 148 ? BeMen^Gmckkktei vL 
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coin ; with a SO^jOOO/, of douceur-money to the common man^ Russian 
and Austrian^ for his forbearance; — *’^for the restj, we are at your 
Excellency's mercy^ in a manner ! ” And so, 

Thursday October Qth, 7 in the morning, Tottleben marches in ; 
exactly six days since he first came circling to the Halle Gate and began 
bombardkig. Tottleben, knowing Friedrich, knew the value of despatch ; 
and, they say, was privately no enemy Jo Berlin, remembering old 
grateful days hero. For Tottleben has himself been in difficulties ; 
indeed, was never long out of them, during the long stormy life he had. 
Not a Russian at ail; though I suppose Father of the now Russian 
Tofctlebens whom one hears of : this one was a poor Saxon Gentleman, 
Page once to poor old drunken Weissenfels, whom, for a certain fair 
souFs sake, we sigh to remember 1 Weissenfels dying, Tottleben became 
a soldier of Polish Majesty’s acceptable soldier, but disagreed with 
Briilil, for which nobody will like him worse. Disagreed with Briihl ; 
went into the Dutch service (may have been in Fontenoy for what I 
know) ; was tliere till Aix-Ia-Chapelle, till after Aix-ia-Cliapelie ; kindly 
treated, and promoted in the Dutch Army ; but with outlooks, I can 
fancy, rather dull. Outlooks probably dull in siich an element, — when, 
being a handsome fellow in epaulettes (Major-General, in fact, though 
poor), he, diligently endeavoui'ing, caught the eye of a Dutch West- 
fndian Heiress ; soft creature with no end of money ; whom he privately 
wedded, and ran away with, Jo the horror of her appointed Dutch 
liover and Friends ; who prosecuted the poor Major-General with the 
utmost rigour, not of Law only. And were like to be the ruin of his 
fair West-Indian and him ; when Friedrich, about 1754 as I guess, gave 
him shelter in Berlin; finding no insupportable objection in what the 
man had done. The rather, as his Heiress and he were rich, Tottleben 
gained general favour in Berlin society ; wished, in 1756, to take service 
with Friedrich on the breaking-out of this War. A Colonel with me, 
yes,” said Friedrich. BtSt Tottleben had been Major-General among the 
Dutch, and could not consent to sink ; had to go among the Russians for 
a Major-Genoralcy ; and there and elsewhere, for many years coming, 
had many adventures, mostly troublesome, which shall not be memorable 
;tO'mhere.A..' 

^ Lacy, who, after hovering about in these vicinities for four days, had 
now actually come up, so soon as Eugen and Hiilsen withdrew, — was 
deeply disgusted* at the Terms of Capitulation ; angry to find that 
Tottleben had concluded without him ; and, in fact, open rage 

at the arrangements Tottleben had made for himself and for others. 

No admittance, except on order from his Excellency 1 ” said the 
Eusaian Sentry to Lacy’s Austrians : upon which, Lacy forced the Gate, 

w*-..™- , 


^ Sketch of Tottleben*s Life, in Rodenheek, ii. 69-72. 
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^ tgth^ISth 

md. vlokntly marcliad in. Took lodging, to liis own mind, in tae 
Friodnclastadt quarter p and was fearfully truoulent upon person and 
property, during hh slioi*t stay, A scandal to be seen, bow Ms Croats 
and loose hordes went openly rarening abogt, bent on mere bouse- 
breaking, street-r(d)bery and insolent violence. So that Tottleben bad 
fairly to fire upon the vagabonds once or twice ; and force on tbe 
im willing l.^cy some eoercifu of them witbin limits. For tbe tbree 
days of bis continuance,— it was but three days in all,— Lacy was as- tbe 
evil gen^m of Berlin ; Tottleben and bis Russians tbe good. Their 
■ diseipHne was so excellent ; ail C.b.ssacks and loose rabble strictly .kept 
out beyond the 'VTalls. To Bachmann, Russian Commandant, the 
Berliners, on his departure, bad gratefully got ready a money-gift of 
handsome amount : By no means,” answered Bacbmann ; your treat- 
ment was according to the mildnesB of our Sovereign Czarina. For 
myself, if I have served yini in anything, the fact that for three days I 
have been Commaiuknt of tbe Great Friedrich's Capital is more than a 
reward to trte.” 

.CTo-ttlaben -and' tey, during those tbre days,:of Eussian and Austrian..: 
|Ojnt dominion, had a stormy time of it together, Destroy tbe 

said La4ry t Lj^er-Haus, where they manufacture their soldiers’ 
uniforms ; it is tbe parent of all cloth-manufacturing in Prussia ; set up 
by Friedrich-Wilhelm, — not on free-trade principles. The Lager- 
Haus, say you ? I doubt, it is now private property ; screened by our 
Capitulation ” wliich it proves to be. You shall blow-up the 
Arsenal!” said Imy, witli* vehemence and truculence. A noble 
edifice, as travellers yet know : fancy its fragments dying about among 
the populous streets, plunging through tbe roofs of Palaces, and great 
bous^ all round. licy was inixorable.; Tottleben bad to send a Russian 
Party (one wishes they bad been Croats) on this sad errand. They pro- 
ceeded to the Powder-Magazine for explosive material, as preliminary ; 
they were rash in handling the gunpowder 'there, which blew-up in ' 
their hands ; sent itself atid all of them into the air ; and saved the poor 
Arsenal: *'^Not powder enough now left for our own artillery uses,'^ 
urged Tottkben, 

* Haion and Austrian Parties were in the Palaces abouL — at Potsdam, 
at Charlolteiiburg, ScbrmhauHen (the Queen's), at'TSlnchsfeld (the 
iMargraf Karl's), some of whom behaved well, some horribly ill. In 
Chariottenburg, certain Saxon Briihi-Bragoons, >vho%y their conduct 
might have be^ Dragoons of Attila, smashed the furnitures, the doors, 
cutting the Pictures, much maltreating tbe poor people ; and, w^hat was 
reckoned still more tragical, overset the poe^r Polignac Collection of 
Antiques and CIsssiiolities ,* not only knocking-ofi* noses and arms, but 
bea^ng them small, lest reparation by cement should Ife possJlile. 
Their 0®ers, Pima people, looking quietly on, A scandalous pro- 
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ceeding, thouglit everybody, friend or foe, — especially thought Friedrich ; 
whose indignation at this ruin of Charlottenburg came out in way of 
reprisal by and by* At Potsdam, on the other hand. Prince Esterhazy, 
with perhaps Hungarians among his people, behaved like a very 
Prince; received from %he Castellan an Attestation that he had 
scrupulously respected everything; and took, as souvenir, only one 
Picture of little value ; Prince de Ligne, who was under him, carrying 
off, still more daintily, one goose-quill, immortal by having been a pen 
of the Great Friedrich’s* 

' Tottleben, with no feeling other than Official tempered bf Human, 
was in great contrast with licy, and very beneficent to Berlin during 
the three days it lay under tlm tnbula^ or harrow of War. But the 
Tutelary Angel of Berlin, then and afterwards for weeks and months, 
till all scores got settled, was the Gotzkowsky mentioned above/ Whom 
we shall see again helpful at Leipzig ; a man w'orth marking in these 
tumults. ^ If Tottleben was the temporal Armed King, this Gotzkowsky 
was the Spiritual King, Papa or Universal Father, armed only with 
charities, pieties, prayers, ever shiningly attended by self-sacrifices on 
Ootzkowsky’s part ; which averted woes innumerable (Lager-Haus only 
one of a long list) ; and which surpassed all belief,” write the Berlin 
Magistracy, as if in tears over such heroism. Truly a Prince of Mer- 
chants, this Gotzkowsky, not for his vast enterprises, and the mere 
1,500 workmen he employs, but^for the still greater heart that dwells in 
him. Had begun as a travelling Pedlar ; used to call at Reinsberg, with 
female haberdasheries exquisitely cho^n gallantene wares” the 
Germans call them), for the then Princess Royal; not unifoticed by 
Friedrich, who recognised the broad sense, solidity and great thoughts 
of the man. Of all which Friedrich has knowm far moi*e since then, in 
various branches of Prussian commerce improved by Gotzkowsky’s 
managements. A truly notable Gotzkowsky ; became bankrupt at last, 
one is sorry to hear ; an4 died in affiiction and neglect,— short of the 
humblest wages for so much good work done in the world 1 ^ 

^ Gotzkowsky’s House was like a geiiei^al store-room for everybody’s 
preciosities ; his time, means, self were the refuge of all the needy. In 
2orndorf time, when this Czernichef ’ (if readers can remember), ^ 

is now so supfem'^^Czernichef, Soltikof and others,— had nothing for 
it but to lodge in the cellars of burnt Giistrin, Gotzkowsky, with ready- , 
money, with ad^^ke, with assaugement, had been their Bern ex machine : 
and now Czernichef remembers it ; and Gotzkowsky, asdPapa, has to go 
with continual prayers, negotiations, counsellings, expedients, and be the 
refuge of all unjustly suffering men. Berlin has immensities of trade in 

^ PreusSjrfi. Z5?> etc, etc.; Geschichte eines Patrwtisc%m ICaufmanns (Beixlmf 
176 ^, by Gotzkowsky himself). 
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war-fumitures : the capitals cimilatixig* are astonisliing to ArchenlioltK; 
million on tlie back of million ; no suclx city in Germany for trade. 
The desire of the Tliree-days Lacy Government is towards any Lager- 
Haus; any mass of wealthy which can be construed as Royal or con- 
nected with Royalty. Bphraim and Itzig^ miAfc-masters of that copper 
coinage ; rolling in foul wealth by the ruin of their neighbour^; ought 
not these to bleed? Welh yes^ — if anybody ; and copiously if you like f 
I should have said so: but ti?e generous Gotzkowsky said in his heart, 

No ” ; and again pleaded and prevailed. E]>hraim and Itasig, foul 
swollen cfeatures, were not liroached at all ; and their gratitude was, 
That, at a future day, Gotxkowsky's day of bankruptcy, they were hardest 
of any on Ootzkowsky. 

‘ Archenholtz and the Books are enthusiastically copious upon Gotz- 
kowsky and his procedures; but we must be silent. Tiiis Anecdote 
only, in regard to Freedom of tbe Press,— to the so-called *’^air we 
breathe, not having wliich we die ! ** Would modern Friends of Progress 
believe It? Because, in former stages of this War, the Berlin News- 
papers liava had offensive expressions (scarcely noticeable to the 
niieroscoim in our day, and below calculation for smallness) upon the 
Russian and Atistriaii Sovereigns or Peoples,— the Abie Bditoi-s (them 
are only Two) shall now in person, here in the hfarket-place of Berlin, 
actually riui the gantlet for it, — run the rods as the 

fashion now is which is worse thaxi not to speak of the ignominy. 

That is the barlairie llussian notion : Who are you, ill-informed 

insolent persons, that give a lopse to your tongue in that manner ? Strip 
to tlio waiftband, swift ! Here is the true career opened for you : on 
each hand, one hundred sharp rods ranked w aiting you ; run your 
courses there,— no hurry more than you like ! The alternative of 
death, 1 suppose, was open to these Editors ; Roman death at least, and 
martyrdom for a new Faith {Faith iu the Loose Tongue), very sacred to 
the Democratic it gas now at hand. But nobtRj^ seems to liave thought 
of it ; Editors and Puldie took the thing as a sorrow incident to this 
dangerouB Professimrof the Tongue liOOhc (or looser than usual) ; which 
noimdy yet knew^ to he divine, 'ihe Editors nmde jiassioiiate enough 
^lamentation, in the stripi htaie ; one of them, with loud weeping, pulled 
off hii wdg, Bliowed ice-grey hair ; I am iu iny bl'nSTyear 1 ” But it 
* «mm nothing would hare steaded them, had not Gotzkow’sky been busy 
interceding. By virtue of whom there was pardon privately in readi- 
ness ; to the Wj-grey Editor eomjdete pardon ; to the junior quasi- 
complete ; only a f@w^ switches to assert the principle, and dismissal with 
admonition.' ^ ^ 

^ X03-J48; Rddeubeck, ii. 41-54; Arcbenholu, it, 

, I30«;4^ I Fyeuss, udi stfpri I etc. etc. ^ 
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The pleasant part of the fact is, that Gotzkowsky’s powerful 
intercessions were thenceforth no farther needed. The same 
day, Saturday October 11th, a few hours after this of the 
news arrived full gallop : ‘ The King is coming ! ’ 
;After which it was beautiful to see how all things got to the 
gallop ; and in a no-tinie Berlin was^itself again. That same 
evening, Saturday, Lacy took the road, with extraordinary 
velocity, towards Torgaii Country, where the Reichtfolk, in 
Hulseifs absence, are supreme ; and, the second evening after, 
was got 60 miles thitherwai’d. His joint dominion had been 
of Two days. On the morning of Sunday 12th, went 
Tottleben, who had businesses, settlements of ransom and 
the like, before marching. Tottleben, too, made uncommon 
despatch ; marched, as did all these invasive Russians, at 
the rate of thirty miles a day; their Main Army likewise 
inoving-off from Frankfurt to a safer distance. Friedrich-^' 
was still five marches off ; but there seemed not a moment . 
to lose. 

The Russian spoilings dmdng the retreat were more horrible 
than ever : ^ The gallows gaping for us ; and only this one 
opportunity, if even this ! ’ thought the agitated Ci^ssack to 
himself. Our poor friend Nussler had a sad tale to tell of 
them ; ^ as who had not ? Terror and murder, incendiary fire 
and other worse imnamable abominalions of the Pit. One old 
Half-pay gentlemaUj^ whom I somewhat respect, desjjerately 
barricaded himself ; amid his domestics and tenantries, Wife 
and Daughters assisting : Human llussiam Officers can enter 
here ; Cossacks no, but shall kill us first. Not a Cossack till 
all of us aix:>-lymg dead And kept his word ; the human^ 
Russians owning it to be proper. 

In Guben Country, Lat Gross-Muckro, October 16th,’ the 
day after passing Guben, Friedrich first heard for certain, 
That the Russians had been in Berlin, and also that they 

^ In Biisching, L 400, 401, account of tlieir sacking of Niissler’s 

plq^asant home and estate, * Wejssensee, near Berlin.* 

* Archenholtz, ii, 150, ♦ 
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gone, and that ail was over* He made two marches 
farther,— not bow direct for Berlin, bat direct for Saxony 
a9^ it ; — to Lilbhen, 50 or 60 miles straight south of Berlin i 
and halted there some days, to adjust himself for a new 
sequel * These ai’e the things," exclaims he, sorrowfully, t^ 
D^Argens, ^ which I have^ been in dread of since Winter last ; 
this is what gave the dismal tone to my Letters to you. It 
has required not less tliaii all uiy phiiosophy to endure the 
revei*se.s, the provocations, the outrages, ami the wiiole scene 
of atrocious things that liave come to pass.’^ Friedriclfs 
grief almut B<*rlin wo need not paint; though there wx^re 
murmurs afterwards, * Why did not he start vsooner ? " wliidi 
he could not, in strict reason, though aware that these 
savageries wxre on march. He had hop^xJ the Eugen-Hiilsen 
appliances, even should all else fail, might keep them at bay. 
And indeed, in regard to these latter, it turned only on a 
hair. Montalembeil; calculating, vows, on his oath, ^Can 
assure you,.M. rAmbassadeur, puh Ijwfi tmis rnwrer comme 
si fetau fkvant Dku^ as if I stood before God," ^ that, fx'om 
first to last, it was my doing ; that but for me, at the very 
last, the? Kussians, on sight of Hiilsen and Eiigen, and no 
Lacy coxne, would have marched away 1 

Friedrich"s orderings and adjustings, dated Lilbben, where 
his Army rested after tltis new’s from Berlin, w’-ere manifold ; 
and a good deal still of wrecks from t|ie Berlin Business fell 
to his share. For instance, one thing he had at once ordered : 
* Tour Bill of a Million *and«hfilf to the Russians, don't pay it, 
, or any part of ft I When Bamberg was ransomed, Spring 
gone a year,— Eeich and Kaiser, did they.-i*!s^^ our Bill 
we had cm Bamberg? Did not they aincel it, and flatly 
refuse?" Friedrich is positive on the point,^* Reprisal our 
dear remedy But Berlin itself was in alarm, for perhaps 
another Russian visit; Berlin and Gotzkowsky were humbly 
positive the other miy. Upon which a visit of Gotzkowsky 
to the Royal Camp : ^ Merchants" Bills are a sacF:id thing, 
^ l:Euvres 4 & xix, 199; *22d Oct* 2 Moatatobert, it loS. 
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your Majesty 1 ’ urged Gotzkowsky. Who, in his zeal for the 
matter, undertook dangerous visits to the Russian Quarters, 
and a great deal of trouble, peril and expense, during the 
weeks following. M^nanimous Gotzkowsky, in mere bribes 
to the Russian Officials, spent about 6,000/. of his own,’ for 
one item. But he had at length convinced bis Majesty that 
Merchants’ Bills were a saci'ed thing, in spite of Bamberg and 
desecrative individualities ; and that this Million-^nd-half 
mdst be paid. Friedrich was struck with Gotzkowsky and 
his view of the facts. Friedrich, front his own distressed 
funds, handed to Gotzkowsky the necessary Million*and-half, 
commanding only profound silence about it; and to Gotz- 
kowsky himself a present of 150,000 thalers (S0,000Z. odd) ; ^ 
and so the matter did at last end. 

It had been a costly business to Berlin, and to the King, 
and to the poor harried Country. To Berlin, bombardment 
of ten hours ; alarm of discursive siege-work in the environs 
for five days ; foreign yoke for three days ; lost money to the 
amounts above stated ; what loss in wounds to body or to 
peace of mind, or whether any loss that way, nobody has 
counted. The Berlin people rose* to a more than Roman 
height of temper, testifies D’Argens ; " so that perhaps it was 
a gain. The King’s Magazines and War-furnitures about 
Berlin are ^vasted utterly, — x\rsenal itself not blown up, we 
well know why ; — and much Hunnish ruin in Charlotteiibiirg, 
with damage to Antft^ues, — for which latter clause there shall, 
in a few months, be reprisal, if it please thq Powers ! 

Of all this Mental embert declai’es, Before God, that lie, 
Mcntaleiubert, is and was the mainspring.’ And indeed/ 
Tempelhof, wnlibut censure of Montalembert and his voca- 
tion, but accurately computing time and cdrcumstance, comes 
to the same conclusion ; — as thus : ® October 8/A, seeing no 
Lacy come, Czernielief, had it not been for Montalembeii’s 

^ Archenholtz, ij. 146. 

2 CEtwri^ de Fridiric^ xix, 195-199? « D’Argens to*the "King: Berlin, I9tli 
Dc*«>ber 1760/ — an interesting Letter of details. 
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doqtieiiC5e> had fixed for retoiiing to Cdpenik : whoBi caotiooB 
Lacy would have been obliged to imitate* Suppose C^gernichef 
ha<b Odolicr got to Copeiiik, — Eogen and Htilsen remain 
at Berlin ; COTBidmf eoiilcl not have got back thither before 
the 11th; on the 11th was news of Friedrich’s <?oining^; 
whidi set all on gallop the right about.’ ^ So that really^, 
before Goch it seems MontaleinI>ert must have the merit of 
this fine addevemcnt the one fmit, so far m I can discover, 
of his really excellent reasonings, docpiences, patiences, sown 
broadcast, four or five long years, on sudi a fidd as fine 
honiaii talent never hud before. I declare to yon, 
FAmhassodevir, this ocellent vulture-swoop on Berlin, and 
hurning or rebunaing of tlie Peasantry oi‘ the Mark, is due 
solely to one poor ssealous gentleman !— 

What was next to follow out of thisy — ^in Torgau neigh- 
bourhood, where Daiin now stands expectant, —poor M. cle 
5Iontaleui1>ert was far from anticipating ; and will be in no 
haste to claim the merit of liefore God or man. 

CHAPTER V 
BATTLE OF TOR 0 ATT 

Aitbe Hiilseifs fine explosion on idxe Durrenberg, August 
^SOth, on the iuconipetcnt lleidis Gener/Gs, there had followed 
nothing eminent; new futilities, attempting^ and desistings, 
advandngs and rectdlings, on the part of the Reidi; Hidseii 
" solidly maiidaining himself, in defence of his 
and Saxon interests in those regions, against such overwhelm- 
ing odds, till relief and reinforcement for them and him 
should arrive ^ and gaining time, which w%as all he could aim 
at in sudi circumstances. Had the Torgau Magazine been 
bigger, perhaps Plulsen might have sat fcere to the end. But 
having solidly eaten-out said Magazine, what could Hulsen do 
A ^ Tempeibof, iv* 277. 
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but again move rearward ? ^ Above alb alarm from 

Berlin, which called him oiF double-quick, things had to go 
their old road in that quarter. Weak Torgau was taken, 
weak Wittenberg besieged. Leipzig, Torgau, Wittenberg, 
all that Country, by the time the Russiarfs left Berlin, was 
again the Reich’s. Eugen and Hiysen, hastening for relief 
of Wittenberg, the instant Berlin was free, found Witten- 
berg a heap of ruins, out of which the Prussian garrison, 
very hunger urging, had issued the day before, as prisoners 
of war. Nothing more to be done by Eugen, but take post, 
within reach of Magdeburg and victual, and wait new Order 
from the King. 

The King is very unquestionably coming on ; leaves Liibben 
thitherward October ^Oth.^ With full fixity of purpose as 
usual ; but with as gloomy an outlook as ever before. Daun, 
we said, is now arrived in those parts : Daun and the Reich 
together are near 100,000 ; Daun some 60,000, — Loudon 
having stayed behind, and gone southward, for a stroke on 
Kosel (if Goltz will permit,^ which he won’t at all !), — ^and the 
Reich 35,000. Saxony is all theirs ; cannot they maintain 
Saxony ? Not a Town or a Magaaine now belongs to Fried- 
rich there, and he is in number as 1 to 2. ^Maintain 
Saxony ; indisputably you can ! ’ that is the express Vienna 
Order, as Fxiedrich happens to know. The Russians them- 
selves have taken Camp again, and wait visibly, about Lands- 
berg and the Warl^^ Country, till they see Daun certain 
of executing said Order; upon which they^ intend, they also, 
to winter in those Elbe-Prussian parts, and conjointly to 
creA Friedrich into great confinement indeed, Friedrich^ 
is aware oi^ns^lenna Order ; which is a kind of comfort 
in the circumstances. The intentions of the hungry Russians, 
too, are legibfe to Friedrich ; and he is much resolved that 

' : f*'. 

^ HofbcHcht von dom Rtkkzug des General^ Lieutenants von ILiiisen aus dem 
Lager hey Torgau (in Seyfarth, Beylagen^ ii. 755-7S4). 

^ Rodesibeck, ii. 35 : in Anonymous of Hamburg {iv, 241-245) Friedrich’s Two 
Marches, t<jwai*ds and from Berlin (yth-iyth October, to Lllbben; thence, 20th 
Oc 4 »ber — 3d Kovember, to Torgau), 
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Mid Order shall be impossible to Daun* ^Were it to be 
possible, we aie laiitlless. Where are otir recruits, our maga- 
ssiues, our resources for a new Campaign ? We may as w’ell 
die, as suffer that to be possible ! ’ S«ch is Friedrich^s fixed 
Tiew, He says td ITArgens : 

^ You, as a follower pf Epicurus, put a value on life ; as 
for me, I regard death from the Stoic point of view. Never 
shall I»see the moment that forces me to make a disad* 
vaiitageous Peace; uo persuasion, no dotpience, shall ever 
induce me to sign my dishonour. Either I will bury myself 
under the ruins of my C'ouiitry, or if that const^latiou appears 
tOiJ sweet to the Destiny that persecutes me, I shall know 
how to put an end to my misfortunes when it is impossible 
to bear them any longer. I have acted, and continue to act, 
according to that interior voice of conscience and of honour 
which directs all my steps: my conduct shall be, in every 
time, conforma!)k to those principles. iVfter having sacrificed 
my youth to my Father, my ripe years to my Country, I 
think I have acquired the right^to dispose of my old age. 
I have told you, and I repeat it, Never shall my hand sign 
a huniyiatiug Peace, "Finish this Campaign I certainly 
will, resolved to dai’c all, and to try the most desperate 
things either to succeed or to find a glorious end (^?i 
ffhrmm !)»^ ^ 

Friedrich had marched from Lubben, after three -days* 
settling of afiriirs, October 9.0tk ; ani\ficl at Jessen, on the 
Elbe, within wind of Wittenberg, in two days more. He 
formed a small mugai^ine at Dfiben,'' says Areheaholts!: ; ^ an<l 
was of a velocity, a sharpness,— like lightnm ^ huk ma?yiCTr ! 
Friedrich is uncommonly dangerous wlien crashed into a 
corner, in this way ; and Daun knmvs that ^he is. Fried-* 
ricYs manoeipuings upon Daun — all readers can anticipate 
the general type of them. The studious military reader, if 
England boasts any such, will find punctual detail of them in 

^ (Eupt€s FridSne^ xk. 2Q2s p Kemberg, zSlh October i 76 o,?*a week and 
a day before Torgau). • 
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I'^mpelkqf md the German Books. For our poor objects, 
here is a Summary which may sufBce : 

From Liibben, having Tfinded-up these bad businesses, — and reinforced 
Goltz, at Glogau, to a 20,000 for Silesia's sake, to look towards Kosel 
ftnd London's attempts there, — Friediicli gathered himself into proper 
concentration; and with all the strength®' now left to him pushed for- 
ward (20th October) towards Wittenberg, and recovery of those lost 
Saxcm Countries, To Wittenberg from Lubben is some 6(\ miles ; — 
can be done, nearly, in a couple of days, '^^Tth the King, after Goltz 
is furnished, there are about 30,000 ; Bugen and Hulseii, not idle for 
their own part, wait in those far Western or Ultra-Wittenberg regions 
(in and bey<md Dessau Country), to join him with their 14,000, when 
they get signal, Joined with these, he will be 44,000 ; he will then 
cross Elbe somewhere, probably not where Daun and the Reich imagine, 
and be in contact with his Problem ; with w'hat a pitch of willingness 
nobody need be told ! Daun, in Torgau Country, has one of the best 
positions ; nor is Daun a man for getting flurried. 

The poor Eeichs Army, though it once flattered itself with intending 
to dispute Friedrich's passage of the Elbe, and did make some detachings 
and manoiuvrings that way, on his approach to Wittenberg (October 
22d-23d), — took a safer view, on his actual arrival there, on his re-seissure 
of that ruined place, and danferous attitude on the right hank below 
and above. Safer view, on salutary second thoughts ; — and fell back 
Leipzig-way, southward to Diiben, 30 dr 40 miles. Whe^e rapidly 
to Leipzig itself^ 30 or 40 more, on his actually putting down his 
bridges over Elbe. Friedrich’s crossing-place was Schanzhaus, in Dessau 
Country, between Roslau and Klikau, 12 or 15 miles below Wittenberg ; 
about midway betw^een Wittenberg and the inflow of the Mulda into 
Elbe.* He crossed October 20^4, no enemy within wind at all ; Daun 
at Torgau in his inexpugnable Camp, Reichsfolk at Duben, making 
tow'ards Leipzig at their best pace. And is now ^holly between Elbe 
and Mulda ; nothing but Mulda and the Anhalt Countries and the Halle 
to rear ;of him. ' 

At JonTS^^ southward, he fliids the Eugen-Iiulsen people 

ready. We said they had not been idle while w^aiting signal : of which 
here is one preity insbmce. Eugen's Brother, supreme Reigning Duke 
of IViirteinherg, — whom w'e parted with at Fulda, last Winter, on sore 
terms ; but who again, zealous creature, heads his own little Army in 
French - Austrian servi^, in still more eclipsed circumstances (^ No 
subsidy at all, this Year, say your august Majesties ? Well, I must do 
without : ^ volunteer ; and shall need only whatfl can make by forced 


Map, p. 321. 
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aoutlibutJOJis ! * whieli of course lie In diligent to lev^ wherever posslble)i 
— hm latterly taken Halle (’oiiutry m hand, verj busy raising coEtn- 
huiions there; and Etigeii hears^ not MTthout interest, that certain 
reginieni^s or iletaehmeuts of IiIr, pnslied out, are lying here, there, 
su|ieriiite?Hling that salutary work,— within clutch, perhaps, of Kleist 
the Jlnssar ! Eagen despatches iileist upon him ; wlio ponncec with hi^ 
usual fierce felicity upon tiiese peoph*. To much alarm of his poor Serenity 
and potir Army, that Serenity files off hoimnvard at once, and out of these 
Wars alt^^ctlier ; where he nevcfr had otlmr than the reverHC of business 
to he, ana where ho has played such a farce-tragedy for four years hack, 
Kugcn hnshnmi heard to speak,— theoretically, and in excited moments, 
— of ‘ nniifing such a fdlow through the body, were one near him’ : hut 
it is actually 1‘higcn in person that sends him home from IhcHO Wars ; 
wliidi may he counted a not nnfraternal or uupatnoiic pr<»ccdure ; being 
of indispuiahle benefit io the poor Sovereign man himself, and to every- 
body eonecriied wdlh him. 

Ilearing that Friedrich was across, Ihiun came westward that same day 
(October 20t.h), and planted himself at Eilenlmrg ; cmududing that the 
lleichsfolk would mm he in jeopardy first of all. Wliich w-as partly the 
fact ; and indeed this Daun movement rather a<'celeraied the completion 
of it, IFithoiit this the lleichs Army might have lived another day. It 
had <piitted lluhea, and gone in all haste for Leipzig, at 1 in the morn- 
ing (not hy Eikmburg, of which or of Dawn’s arrival there it knows 
Eothlng'h — ^at 2 in the morning of the 27th,* or in fact, so soon as news 
could reach it at the gallop, That Friedrich was across. And now Fried- 
rich, seeing Daun out in this manner, judged that a junction was 
contemplated; and that one could not he too swift in preventing it. 
October 29th, with one diligent march, Friedrich posted himself at 
Duben I there, in a sort now between Daun and the Reichsfolk, detached 
Hiilsen with a considerable force to visit these latter in Leipzig itself; 
and began with all diligence forming Magazine in Duben/ 

Magdeburg and the current of the Elba being hitherto IiIh only resource 
ill that kind. By the time of llukeifH return, this little operation will 
he well forward, and Bann will hat’^e declared himself a little. 

HtiheEj evening of October fmmd Lein dg iii *-^*^***^^^ 

emtiiion, the ILdchsfolk taking refuge in it : not the least inclined to 
stand a push, when IliilHen presented himself. Night of 30th-31st, there 
was summoning and moiiacing; Reich endeavouring to fmsw^er in firm 
style ; but all tha while iiuluslriously packing-up to go. By 5 in the 
mdrmng, things had come to extremity i—morning, happily for some of 
us, was dark mist. But about $ o’clock, HulBen (or Hulseu’s Second) 
coming on with menace of fire and sword upon these poor lieichspaople, 
found the Eeichspeople wholly vanished in the mist Gone Ibodily l ia 
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full march for the spurs of the Metal-Mountaiu Eange again ;-Hjonclud- 
ing, foi* the fourth time, an extremely contemptible Campaign. Daun, 
with the King ahead of him, made not the least attempt to help them in 
their Leipzig difficulty ; but retired to his strong Camp at Torgau feels 
his work to lie there^—d^s Adedrich perceives of him, with some interest 


Hiilseu left a little garrison in ©Leipzig (friend Quintus 
part of it);^ and returned to the ICiiig ; whose small 


Magazine at Diiben^ and other small aifairs tiiere^- 


Magdeburg with boats, and the King with wagons, having 
been so diligent in carrying grain thither, — are now about 
completed. From Daurfs I’etuniing to Torgau, Friedrich 
infm that the cautious man has got Order from Court to 
maintain Torgau at all costs, — to risk a battle rather than 
go* ^ Good : he shall have one P thinks Friedrich. And, 
Novemher in four columns, marches towards Torgau ; to 
Schiida, that night, which is some seven miles on the south- 
ward side of Torgau. The King, himself in the vanguard as 
usual, has watched with eager questioning eye the courses of 
Dauifs acivanced parties, gyid by what routes they retreat ; 
discerns for certain that Daun has no views upon Duben or 
our little Magazine ; and that the tug of wrestle for JTorgau, 
wdiieh is to cro%vn this Campaign into conquest of Saxony, or 
shatter it into zero like its foregoei's on the Austrian part, and 
will be of death-or-life nature on the Prussian part, ought to 
ensue tomorrow. Forward, then i 


This Camp of Torgau is not a new place jfco Daun. It was 
Prince Henrfs Camp last Autumn ; where Daun tried all his 
^nrp ose ; and though hugely outnumbering the ^ 
l^rince, could m^e absolutely nothing of it. Nothing, or 
less ; and was, flowing back to Dresden and the Bohemian 
Frontier, unebeered by anything, till that comfortable Maxen 
Incident turned up. Daun well knows the strength of this 
position. Torgau andr the Block of Hill to West, called Hill 
of Siptitj -Hulsen, too, stood here this» Summer; not to 

' 'mil-". ■ ■ . ' . 

^ Tempelbof, iv. 290. 
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mention Fiiick and Wniisds, and their beating the lleiehs- 
}>eople here. A Hill and Post of great strength; not 
unfamiliar to many Frnsjsians^ nor to Friedriclfs studious 
considerations, though his knowledge dt it was not pex'soiml 
on all points ;™as Tomorrow taught him, somewhat to his 
■ cost* ^ '^'V/ 

/*;Tc«irisi% 'fram' 'WeiniiW' ani. the lliaringiau- Countries/' sayS' 
hooki Horuetimes useful tc» us, ^hiu e nu»rt likely omitted llosshach in 
their nereamiug railway fliglit eanlward j aud done little in Leipzig, hut 
endeavour to eat diuner, aiuh still more vainly, to snatch a little sleep 
in ihe inhuman dormiUjries tif the Country. Next morning, Koreaming 
.'Dresden- ward,.; they might,' especially if military,-, pause" at. Oscliats5|,' -a 
-■^Age' or twm .hetee Meissen, where "again are . objects : of' interest.' : Ahm;' 
mn look at Hul.iertshurg, if given tlmt way,— a Royal ftcliloss, memor- 
able on several grounds p— at Huhertshurg, and at other features, la the 
.'.';'ae%hliOiwhhod-'-of Osito "HeS' doae/or this- left not .done, you -strike-' 
ieftw^ard, that is northw'ard, in some open vehicle, for survey of 
Totgau and its vicinities and environs. Not above fifteen miles for you ; 
a drive singular and pleasant ; time enough to return and be in Dresden 
■'Ibr dinner.. 

‘ Torgaii is a fine solid old Town ; J?russian military now abundant 
in it. In ancient Heathen times, I suppose, it meant the GaUy or 
District, of Thor; Capital ef that Gau, — part of which, now under 
Chrlstiaif or quasi C'hristian circumstances, you have just been travers- 
ing, with Blbe on your right hand* Innocent rural aspects of Humanity, 
Boor^s life, Cirentry's life, all the way, not in any holiday equipment ; on 
the contrary, somewhat unkempt and scraggy, but all the more honest 
and inoffensive. There is sky, earth, air, and freedom for your own 
reflections: a really agreeable kind of Oau ; a pleasant, though in part 
ugly. Large tracts of it are piiie-wood, with pleasant Villages, and fine 
.aralde.'"' expanses' .'-'.Intersp i' ■BeJuld'a; and ;'tnany'.. Villages 'yo-'u'.-deave-.t^ 

right and left 0!d-fashi<med Villages, with their Vilhige industries 
«fiible uTimnd ; kbonrlng each in its kind,— not ti 
extinct tobaccrepipe hmiglng over its chin {kaU-rakchend^ smoking 
coM/* as they phrase it). 

^8childa has an absurd celebrity among the Germans : It is the 
Gotham of TeuCschland ; a fountain of old broad-grins and homely and 
hearty rustic banter ; welling-up from the serious extinct Ages to our 
own day; ^^iSc/uY^burger'' (Inhabitant of Bci^Ha) meaning still, among 
all the Teutsch populations, a man of calmly obstinate whims and 
delusions, of notions altogether contrary to fact, and agreeable to Jhim- 


CHA?.V.] BATTLE OF TOEGAU SOS 

std Nov. .1760} . \ ■ 

self only ; resolutely pushing his way through life on those terms : amid 

hoi'se4aughter, naturally^ and general wagging of beards from surround- 
ing mankind. Extinct mirth, not to he growled at or despised^ in Ages 
running to the shallow, which have lost their mirth, and become all one 
snigger of mock-mirth, for it is observable, the more solemn is your 
baekgromjid of dm% the brighter is the play of all human genialities 
and coruscations on it,— of genial mirth especially, in the hour for mirth. 
Who the Doctor Bordel of Schilda was, I do not know : but they have had 
their Bordel, as Grotham had probably various Bordels ; industrious to 
pick-up those Spiritual fruits of the earth. For the record^? are still 
abundant and current | fully more alive than those of Gotham here are. 
— And yonder, then, is actually Schilda of the absurd fame. A small, 
cheerful-looking human Village, in its Island among the Woods ; you 
see it lying to the right : — a clean brick-slate congeries, with faint smoke- 
canopy hanging over it, indicating frugal dinner-kettles on the simmer ; 
—and you remember kindly those good oM grinnings, over good Sc7iiU'> 
burgers good Wise Mfm of Gotham and their learned Chroniclers, and 
unlearned Feasant Producers, who have contributed a wrinkle of human 
Fun to the earnest face of Life. 

^ After Schilda, and before, you traverse long tracts of Pine Forest, all 
under forest management,* with long straight stretches of sandy road 
(one of which is your own), straight like red tape-strings, intersecting 
the ^vide solitudes ; dangerous to^our topographies, — for the hnger-posts 
are not always there, and human advice you can get none. Nothing but 
the stripe of blue sky overhead, and the* brown one of tape (or sand) 
under your feet ; the trees poor and mean for most part, but so^innumer- 
able, and all so silent, watching you all like mute witnesses, mutely 
whispering together ; no voice but their combined whisper or big forest 
mugh audible to you in the world : — on the wdiole, your solitary ride 
there proves, unexpectedly, a singular deliverance from the mad railway, - 
and its iron bedlamisms ai?>d shrieking discords and precipitancies ; and is 
soothing, and pensively welcome, tliough sad enough, and in outward 
features ugly enough. No wild boars are now in thefte woods, no chance 
of ^ woir what concerns us more is, that FriedricVs columns, on 
tht>v:i^-f^wember, had to march-up through these long lanes, or tape- ^ 
stripes of the^^ga^ Forest; and that one important column, one or 
more, took the wrong turn at some point, and was dangerously wanting 
at the expected moment I — 

^Torgaii itself stands near Elbe; on the shoulder, oastern or Eihe- 
ward shoulder, of a big mass of Knoll, or broad Height, called of Siptitz, 
the main Eminence of the,€^au. Shoulder, I called it, of this Height of 
Siptitz; but more properly it is on a continuatiqpi, or lowesr ulterior 
height dip]^iig into Elbe itself, that Torgau stands. Siptitz Height, 
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ixearly a mile from Elbo^ drops down into a strag^i^Ie of ponds; after 
on a sec(md or final comes Torgau dipping into Elbe. Not 
a shoulder strictly, but rather a vhefks with neek intervening ; — neck 
goUr^ for that matter, or ipiaggy with ponds 1 The oh! Town stands high 
enough, hut is enlaccji on the w*estern and soiitiiern side hy a set of lake'? 
and rpjfigmires, some of whieli are still ejstensive and undrainid. The 
cujurse of the waters hereabouls, and of Elbe itself, hm had its intricacies? 
dose to imrth-wmt, Torgan is hortiored, In a straggling way, by what they 
call Oid Elbe ; which ts not now a fluent entity, Imt a stagnant congeries 
of dirty W’lilers and morasses. The Hill iif iSlptitz abuts In that acpieous 
or manner; its fore-feet lieiug, as it were, at or in Elbe Eteer, 

and its Hides, to the South and to the North for some distance each wuiy, 
considerably cTivolopcd in ponds and boggy difliculties, 

^ Plenty of water all about, but 1 suppose inostJy of bad qualily ; at 
least Torgau has declined drinking it, and been at the trouble to lay a 
pipe, or Mhrgrahen, several miles long, to !»riiig its culinary water from 
the wa’^istern neiglibourlmods of SiptitK Height. Along tbe southern 
side of Siptite Height goes leisurely an micomfortable kind of Brook, 
called the iMr^ro^fui (X^ipe-Bitch) ; the meaning of which unexpected 
name you And to he, That there is a *SIemcc-Pipc laid cutmingiy at the 
bottom of this Brook ; lifting the Brook at its jmre uj^per springs, and 
sending it a]«>ng, in secret tubular quasi-bottled condition; leaving the 
fouler drippings from the neighbourhood to make what brook ” they 
sUn can, over its head, and keep it out of harm s w^ay till Torgau get it. 
This is called the IBhrgraben, 4his which comes running through Siptite 
Village, all along by the southern base of Siptits Hill ; to the idle eye, 
a dirtyish Brook, ending in certain notable Ponds eastward : but to the 
eye of the iiK|iiiring mind, which has pierced deeper, a Tube of rational 
Water, running into the throats of Torgau, while the so-called Brook 
disembogues at discretion into the Mntefung (Duck-trap), and what 
Ponds or reedy Fuddles there are/— of whit’^, in poor Wunsch’s fine 
bit- ■' of - ighting, 'last ; Year,- we': 'heard" nientioh. ■ :■ -JUt' readers ’ k'eep -miiid'--:':..: 

The Hill Siptitz, with this RBhrgmhett at 

basis of it, makes a very main figure in"*-® ' Battle now 
imminent. Siptitz Heijc;ht is, in fact, Dauii’s^ Camp ; where 
he stands intrenclied to the utmost, repeatedly changing his 
position, the better to sustain Ericdrich’s expected attacks. 

It is a blunt broad-backed ElevatioH- mostly in vineyard, 
|»rhap8 on the average 200 feet above the general level, and 
of .five or six square miles in area : length, east to west, from 
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Grosswig neighbourhood to the environs of Torgau^ may be 
about three miles ; breadth, south to north, from the Siptitz 
to the Ziniia neighbourhoods, above half that distance. The 
Height is steepish on |he southern side, all along to the south- 
west angle (which was Dauifs left flank in* the great Action 
doming), but swells-up with easier ascent on the west, north 
and other sides. Let the reader try for some conception of 
its environment and it, as the floor or ai'ena of a great trans- 
action this day. 

Haun stands fronting southward along these Siptitz 
Heights, looking towards Schilda and his dangerous neigh- 
bour; heights, woods, ponds and inaccessibilities environing 
his Position and him. One of the strongevst positions imagin- 
able ; which, under Prince Henri, proved inexpugnable enough 
to some of us. A position not to be attacked on that southern 
front, nor on either of its flanks ; — where can it be attacked ? 
Impregnable, under Prince Henri in far inferior force : how- 
will you take it from Daun in decidedly superior ? A position 
not to be attacked at all, most military men would say ; — 
though One military man, fn his extreme necessity, must and 
will find a way into it. , 

One fault, the unique military man, intensely pSndering, 
discovers that it has : it is too small for Daim ; not area 
enough for manceuvring 65,000 men in it; who will get into 
confusion if projierly dealt with. A most comfortable light- 
flash, the mirelm of this terrible problem. ^ We wdll attack it 
on rear and on front simultaneously; that is the way to 
handle it ! ’ Yes ; simultaneously, though’ that is difficult, 
judges ; perhaps to Prussians it may be possible. 
It of military judges who have studied the 

nmtter, tl4w iVicnirichs^ could it have been perfectly 
executed, migHt have got not only victory from Daun, but 
capable to fling his big Army and him pell-mell upon the 
Elbe Bridge, that is tq say, in such circumstances, into Elbe 
River, and swallow him bodily at a frightfig rate ! That fate 
wa^ spar&i poor Daun. 

VOL. VII. TT 
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Monday Sd November 1 760, at half-past 6 ia the nioming 
Friedrich is on march for this great enterprise. The march 
goes northward, in Three Columns, with a Fourth of Baggage ; 
through the woods, on four different »^>ads ; roads, or com- 
binations of those intricate sandv a^’cnues already notified^ 
North waril all of it at ; but at a certain point ahead (at 
crossing of the Eilenburg-T'orgau lloati, namely), the March 
is to divide itself in two. Half of the force is to strike-ofl* 
rightward there %vilh Ziethen, and to issue on the south side 
of Siptitz Hill ; other half, under Friedrich himself, to con- 
tiniiei northwnni, long miles farther, aiid then at last bending 
round, issue, — simultaneously with Ziethen, if possible, — 
upon Biptitz Hill from the north side.^^ We are about 
44,(100 strong, against Daun, who is 65,000. 

Simulbrrieously with Ziethen, so far as humanly possible ; 
that is the essential point I Friedrich has taken every pains 
that it shall be correct, in this and all points ; and to take 
double assurance of hiding it from Daun, he yesternight, in 
dictating his Orders on the other heads of method, kept 
entirely to himself this most important Ziethen portion of the 
Businessj^ And now% at starting, he has taken Ziethen in Ms 
carriage with him a few miles, to explain the thing by w^ord 
of mouth. At the Eilenburg road, or before it, Ziethen 
thinks he is clear as to everything ; dismounts ; takes in hand 
the mass ixitrusted to him ; and strikes-oft* by that rightward 
course : ^ Rightward, Herr Ziethen ; ri’ghtward till you get 
to Klitschen, your first eonsiderable island in this sea of 
wood ; at Klitschen strike to the left into the woods again, 
"—your road is called the Butter-Strasse (Sntier-Simd^^^ 
by the north-west sitle of Siptitz Height Siptitz by 

the Butter-Street, and then do your endeavour i ’ 

With the o|her Half of his Army, specially with the First 
Column of it, Friedrich proceeds northward on his own part 
of the adventure. Three Columns he hr s, besides the Baggage 
, r. one: in number afeout equal to ZietheiVs; if perhaps other- 

* See Map and Plan, p. 321, 
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wise^ rather the chosen Half ; about 8,000 grenadier and 
foot-guard people, with Kleisfs Hussars, are Friedrich’s own 
Column. Friedrich’s Column marches nearest the Daun 
positions; the Baggage-column farthest; and that latter is 
to halt, a. under escort, quite away to left or westw^ard of the 
(fisturbantKi coming; the other Tm> Columns, Hulsen’s of 
foot, Holstein’s mostly of horse, go through intermediate 
trac^ks of w^ood, by roads more or less parallel ; and %re ail, 
Friedrich’s own Column, still more the others, to leave Siptitz 
several miles to right, and to end, not at Siptitz Height, but 
several miles past it, and then wheeling round, begin business 
from the northward or rearward side of Daun, while Zietlien 
altac?ks or menaces his front, — simultaneously, if possible. 
Friedrich’s march, hidden all by woods, is more than twice as 
far as Ziethen’s, — some 14 or 15 miles in all ; going straight 
northward 10 miles; thence bending eastward, then south- 
ward through woods ; to emerge about Neiden, there to cross 
a Brook (Striebach), and stiike home on the north side of 
Daun, The track of marc]i is in the shape somewhat of a 
sKfepherd’s crook; the long handle of it, well away from 
Siptitz, reaches up to Neiden, this the straight oivwooden 
part of said crook ; after which comes the bent, catching, or 
iron part, — intended for Daun and his fierce flock, Ziethen 
has hardly above six miles ; and ought to be deliberate in his 
woodlands, till the King’s pax'tj^ have time to get round. 

The morning, I fifld, is wet ; fourteen miles of march : 
fancy such a Promenade through the dripping Woods ; heavy, 
toilsome, and with sucli errand ahead 1 The delays were 
some of them accidental. Vigilant Daun has ^ 
Detachments watching in these Woods: — a General Ried, 
who fires cannon and gets ofi^' then a General St* Ignon and 
the St. Ignon llegiment of Dragoons; who, Hieing between 
Column First and Column Second, cannot get away; but, 
after some industry b}^ Kleist and those of Column Two, 
are caught and pocketed, St. Ignon himself prisoner among 
the ^st* This delay may perhaps be considered profitable : 
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but thera were other delays absolutely without profit. -For 
, example, that of hai.*iug difficulties with your aitiliery- 
wagous in the w^et miry lanes; that of missing your road, 
at mmm turn in the solitary woods ; -which latter was the 
sad chance of €!blunin Third, fiitally delaying it for many 
hours. . 

Daun, learning by those retAxmod particBs from the Woods 
what ll)^^ Royal intentions on him are, hastily whirls himself 
round, vso as to front north, and there receive Friedrich : l>est 
iiue nortliward for Friedricifs behoof; rear line or second- 
best will, mm receive Zitdheu or ^vhat may come. Daun's 
arrangements are admitted to he prompt and excellent, 
I^acy, with Mb 20,000,~w1io lav, while Friedriclfs atta<5k 
was expeetel from south, at Loswig, as advanced guard, east 
side of the Gram Tdvh (supreme pond of all, which is a 
continuation of the Duek-trap, Enti^nff^ and hangs like a 
chief goitre on the goitry neck of Torgmi), — I.^cy is novr to 
draw himself north and westward, and looking into the 
Entefaiig over his left shoulder (so to speak), be rearguard 
against any Ziethen or Prussian party that may come. 
Daun’s baggage k all across the Elbe, all in wagons since 
yestei'day ; tlxree Bridges hanging for Daun and it, in case 
of adverse accident. Daun likewise brings all or nearly all 
Ms cannon to the new front, for FrieilricMs Ixehoof; SOO 
new pieces hither ; Archenho!ti5 says 400 in whole ; certainly 
.such a weight of artillery as never appared in Battle before. 
TJulcss Frialricifsariangeinexife prove punctual, and his stroke 
be emphatic, Friedrich may happen to fare badly. On the 
* latter point, of emphasis, thiTe is no dubiety 
bx.it on the former, —things are already pasFlioubt, the w.rong 
way ! For the last hour or so of Friedrich's march there has 
been continual storm of cannonade and muskefry xiudible from 
Ziethen's side : — Ziethen engaged I ' thinks everybody ; and 
quickens step here, under this marchi’^g music from the dis- 
tance. Which m but a wrong reading or mistake, nothing 
more; the real phenomenon being as follows: Ziethen 
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punctually got to KUtschen at the due houi' ; struck into the 
Buiter-StroMe, calculating Ms paces ; but, on the edge of the 
Wood found a small Austrian party, like those in Friedrich’s 
route ; and, poshing iSto it, the Austrian party replied with 
<mnnou Ijefore running* Whereupon Ziethen, not knowing 
how inconsiderable it was, drew-out^in battle-order; gave it 
a salvo or two ; drove it back on Lacy, in the Duck- trap 
direction,— a long way east of Butter-Street, and i^iethen’s 
real place ; — ^unlucky that he followed it so far I Ziethen 
followed it ; and got into some languid dispute -with Lacy • 
<lispute tpiite distant, languid, on both sides, and consisting 
mainly of cannon ; but lasting in this way many precious 
hours. Tliis is the phenomenon which friends in the distance 
x^ead to be, Ziethen engaged ! ’ Engaged, yes, and alas with 
%vhat ? What Ziethen’s degree of blame was, I do not know, 
Friedrich thought it considerable : — Stupid, stupid, mein 
Jkber I ’ which Ziethen never would admit ; — -and, beyond 
question, it was of high detriment to Friedrich this day. 
Sj^ch accidents, say militaty men, are inherent, not to be 
avoided, in that double form of attack : which may be 
true, only that Friedrich had no choice left of fofms just 
now. 

About noon Friedidch’s Vanguard (Kleist and Hussars), 
about 1 o’clock Friej^rich himself, 7 or 8,000 Grenadiers, 
emerged from the Woods about Neiden. This Column, 
which consists of choice troops, is to ile'**®’roiit-line of the 
But there is yet no Second Column under Hiilsen, ^ 
sSi]f^‘t^S 3 ^iiy Tl%d tinder Holstein, come in sight : and 
Ziethens cannonade is but too audible* Friedrich halts ; 
sends Adjutanti? to hurry-on these Columns ; — and rides out 
reconnoitering, questioning peasants ; earnesitly surveying 
Daun’s ground and hk own* Daun’s now right wing well 
eastward about Zinna had been Friedrich’s intended point of 
attack; but the ground, out there, proves* broken by boggy 
brooks and remnant stagnancies of the Old Elbe ; Friedrich 
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finds he must return into the Wood again; and attack 
Danny's left* Batnvs left is airefully drawn down en potence^ 
or gallows-shape there ; and has, within the Wo^kJ, carefully 
built by Prince Henri last yeai*, an eKtensive Abatis, or com- 
plete \restem waft,— only the north part of which is- perhaps 
now passable, the Awirians having in the cold time used a 
good deal of it as firewocxl hitely. There* on the north-west 
corner of Baun, across that weak part of the Abatis, must 
Friedrich’s attack lie. Hut Friedriclfs Columns are still 
fatally behind,— Holstein, with all the Cav.alry we have, so 
precious at present, is wandering by wrtnig paths ; took the 
wrong turn at some point, and tlie Adjutant can hardly find 
Mm at all, with his precept of ^ Haste, haste ! ’ 

Wa may figure BViedrich’s humour under these ill omens, 
Zialh.an'’s cannonade becomes louder and louder ; which Fried- 
rich naturally fancies to he deoth or life to him, — not to 
mean almost nothing, as it did. ^ 3fem Goit^ Zietheii is in 
action, and I have not my Infantry up ! ’ ^ cried he. And at 
length decided to attack as he w%%s : Grenadiers in front, 
chosen of his Infantry ; Eamin’s Brigade for Second Line ; 
and, except about 800 t>f ICleist, no Cavalry at all. His 
battalions march out from Nieden hand, through difficult 
brooks, Striebach and the like, by bridges of Austrian build, 
which the Austrians are obliged to quit in hurry. The 
Prussians are as yet perpendicular to Daun, but will wheel 
rightwai-d, into the Domitsch Wood agiOn ; and then form, — 
parallel to l)aunV,-^»ie^^th-west shoidder; and to Prince Henri’s 
Abatis, whi€ih. will be their first obstacle in charging. ''Pheir 
obstacks in forming were many ami iutxicate 
difficult, for artillery esjjcdally : seldom w^as seen such expert- 
ness, such willingtiess of mind* And seldom lay aliead of men 
such obstades.r//fer forming ! Think only of one fact : Daun, 
on sight of their intention, has opened 400 pieces of artillery 
on them, and these go raging and ttendering into the hem 
of the Wood, and to wimtever issues from it, no^^c and for 
^ Temi>elhof, iv. $03. 
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hours to come, at a rate of deafening uproar and of sheer 
deadliness, which no observer can find words for. 

Archenholtgi, a very young officer of fifteen, who came into 
it perhaps an hour l^nce, describes it as a thing surpassable 
only by Doomsday : clangorous rage of ribise risen to the 
infinite; the boughs of the trees r|ining down on you, with 
horrid crash; the Forest, with its echoes, bellowing far and 
near, and reverberating in universal deathpeal ; co^iparable 
to the Trump of Doom, Friedrich himself, who is an old 
hand, said to those about him : * What an infernal fire 
{hoUbches Feuer) I Did you ever hear such a cannonade 
before ? I never,’ ^ Friedrich is between the Two Lines of 
his Grenadiers, which is his place during the attack: the 
first Line of Grenadiers, behind Prince Henri’s Abatis, is 
within 800 yards of Daun ; Ramin’s Brigade is to rear of 
the Second Line, as a Reserve. Horse they have none, 
except the 800 ICleist Hussars ; who stand to the left, 
outside the Wood, fronted by Austrian Horse in hopeless 
multitude. Artillery \hej^ have, in effect, none: their Bat- 
teries, hardly to be got across these last woody difficulties of 
trees growing and trees felled, did mnk outside the Wood, on 
their left ; but could do absolutely nothing (gun-carriages 
and gunners, officers and men, being alike blown away) ; and 
when Tempelhof saw them afterwards, they never had been 
fired at all. The Grenadiers have their muskets, and their 
hearts and their righi^hands. 

With amazing intrepidity, they, length all ready 

in rank within 800 yards, rush into the throat of this Fire- 
the way commanded, — ^which is the alone way » 
such a problem aJ?1buman bravery seldom had. The Grenadiers 
plunge forward upon the throat of Daun ; but it is into the 
throat of his iron engines and his tearing billows of cannon- 
shot that most of them go. Shorn down by tlie company, by 
the regiment, in thos^ terrible 800 yards, — then and after- 
wards. ^Regiment Stutterheim was neaiy all killed and 
^ Tempelhof, jv. 304 ; Archenholtz, ii. 164, 
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wouncledj say the Books. You would fancy it was the fewest 
of them that ever got to the length of selling their lives to 
Daiiu^ instead of giving them away to his 400 cannon. But 
it is not so. The Grenadiers, both lines of them, still in 
tjiiantity, did get* into contact with Daun. And sold hin^ 
their lives, hand to hand, at a rate beyond example in such 
circumstances dJaiin having to hurry-up new force in streams 
upon thf^m ; resolute to purchase, though the price, for a long 
while, rose higher and higher. 

At last the 6,000 Grenadiers, being now reduced to the 
tentli man, had to fall back. Upon wdiich certain Austrian 
Battalions rushed dowm in chase, counting it Victory come ; 
but were severely admonished of tlmt mistake; and driven 
^ back by Raniinls people, wdio accompanied them into their 
ranks, and again gave Daun a great deal of trouble before 
he eoukl overpmver them. This is Attack First, issuing 
in failure first ; one of tlic stiflest bits of fighting ever 
known. Began about 2 in the afteimoon; ended, I should 
guess, rathei* after 3. # ^ 

Daun, fay this time, is in considerable disorder of lijie; 
though his 400 fire-thfoats continue belching ruin, and 
deafening the world, without abatement. Daun himself had 
got woundetl in the foot or leg during this Attack, but had 
no tiine to mind it s a most busy, strong and resolute Daun ; 
doing his very best. Friedrich, too, was wounded, — ^nobody 
will tell me in wtiich of these attacks;- — but I tliink not 
now, at least wilLftir^ speak of it now. What his feelings 
were, this Grenadier Attach: w^enfc on,— a straggle so 
Anecjiml, but not to be helped, from the^delajs 
rise!i,~jM^body, himself least of all, records for us : only by 
this little symptom : Two Grandsons of the Old DessaueFs 
are Adjutants^of his Majesty, and well loval by him; one 
of them now at his hand, the other heading his regiment 
in this charge of Grenadim. Word efames to Friedrich that 
this latter one is /"shot dead. On which Friedrich,^ turning 
to the Brother, and not hiding his emotion, as was uj^ml 
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in such moments, said : ^ All goes ill today ; my friends are 
quitting me. I have just heard that your Brother is killed 
(Tout vamal aujourfflmi; mes amis me quHtent. On vient 
de 9na7}7toncer la 7nor^ de voire ^frere)!^ ^ Words which the 
Anhalt '‘kindred, and the Prussian military* public, treasured 
up with a reverence strange to us, «Of Anhalt perhaps some 
word by and by, at a fitter season. 

Shortly after 3 , as I reckon the time, Hiilsen’s Cokmn did 
arrive : choice troops these too, the Pomeranian^A/a 7 i^^«^c?, 
one regiment of them ; — young Archenholtz of barcode (first 
Battalion here, second and third are with Ziethen, making 
vain noise) was in this Column ; came, with the others, 
winding to the Wood"'s edge, in such cii’cuits, poor young 
soul ; rain pouring, if that had been worth notice ; cannon- 
balls plunging, boiiglis crashing, such a Todes-Fosaune^ or 
Doomsday-Thunder, broken loose : — they did emerge steadily, 
neveiilieless, he says, ^ like sea-billows or flow of tide, under 
the smoky hurricane.’’ Pretty men are here too, Manteulfel 
^mmernei*s ; no hearts stouter. With these, and the in- 
dignant Remnants which ivaited for them, a new assault upon 
Daun is set about. And bursts out, on that same lyirth-west 
corner of him ; say about half-past 3 . The rain is now 
done, ^ blowm away by the tremendous artillery,’ thinks 
Archenholtz, if that were any matter. 

The Attack, supported by a few more Horse (though 
Column Three still latally lingers), and. I should hope, by 
some practicable weight of Field-bat'fedbfti^ is spurred by a 
irrimmer kind of indignation, and is of fiercer spirit than ever. 

Trliink^how Mantoifiel of Foot will blaze out ; and what 
ihe humour of those once-overwhelmed Remnants, now getting 
air again ! Daun’s line is actually broken in this point, his 
artillery surmounted and become useless ; Daup’s potence and 
north froht are reeling backwards, Prassians in possession of 
their ground. ^ The Tield to be ours ! ’ thinks Friedrich, for 
some time* If indeed Ziethen had beeit seriously busy on 
^ Preuss, ii. 226. 
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the southern side of things, instead of vaguely cannonading in 
that manner ! But resolute Daun, with promptitude, calls-in 
his Reserve from Grosswig, calls-in whatsoever of disposable 
force he can gather; Daun rallies, pushes again on the 
Prussians in overj^owering number: and, in spite gf their 
most desperate resistance, drives them back, ever back ; and 
recovers his ground. 

A v^ry desperate bout, this Second one ; probably the 
toughest o;^ the IJattle : but the result again is Daun^'s ; the 
Prussians palpably obliged to draw back. Friedrich hiravSelf 
got wounded here ; — ])oor young Arclieiiliolt;;? too, only 
w'oimded, not killed, as so many were: — Friedrich‘’s wound 
was a contusion on the breast ; came of some spent bit of 
case-shot, deadened farther by a famed pelisse he w'^ore, — 

^ which saved my life,'* he ’said afterwards to Henri, The Eng 
himself little regarded it (mentioning it only to Brother 
Henri, on inquiry and solicitation), during the few wwks it 
still hung about him. The Books intimate that it struck 
him to the earth, void of consciousness for some time, to the 
terror of those about him ; and that he started up, disregarfl^ 
ing it altogether in this -press of business, and almost as if 
ashamed of himself, which imposed silence on people’’® tongues. 
In military circles there is still, on this latter point, an 
Anecdote ; which I cannot confirm or deny, but will give for 
the sake of Berenhorst and his fauied Book on the Art of IFan 
Berenhoi^t, — a Batumi son of the Old Dcssaueris, and evidently 
enough a chip of &^|id block, only gone into the articulate- 
speaking or inteuectual form,~was, ibr the present, an 
•Adjutant or Aide-de-camp of Rriedrich'*® ; and at 
ture was seen bending over the swooned rriedrich, perhaps 
with an over-paihos or elaborate something in Jiis eKpression 
of countenance ; when Friedrich reopened his indignant eyes : 

^ AierP cried, Friedrich: ^Er ! 

What have you to do here ? Go and gather runaways ’ (be of 
some real use, caurt you)! — which unkind cut struck deep 
into Berenhorst, they say; and could never after be erarii- 
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cated from his gloomy heart. It is certain he became Urince 
Henri's Adjutant soon after, and that in his Kriegalmnst^ 
amidst the clearest orthodox admiration, he manifests, by 
little touches up an4 down, a feeling of very fell and pallid 
quality^against the King ; and belongs, in a* peculiarly virulent 
though taciturn way, to the Oppq!f;ition Party. His Book, 
next to English Lloyd's (or perhaps superior, for Berenhorst is 
of much the more cultivated intellect, highly condensed too, 
though so discursive and fer-read, were it not fojp^ the vice of 
perverse diabolic temper), seemed, to a humble*^ outsider like 
myself, greatly the strongest-headed, most penetrating and 
humanly illuminative I had had to study on that subject. 
Who the weakest-headed was (perhaps Jomin% among the 
widely-cii'culating kind?), I will not attempt to decide, so 
great is the crush in that bad direction. To return. 

This Second Attack is again a repulse to the indignant 
Friedrich ; though he still persists in fierce effort to recover 
himself : and indeed Daun's interior, too, it appears, is all in 
a whirl of confusion ; his losses too having been enormous : — 
***^en, see, here at length, about half-past 4, Sun now down, 
is the tardy Holstein, with his Cavalry, emerging from the 
Woods* Comes wending on yonder, half a mile to north of 
us ; straight eastward or Elbe-ward (according to the order of 
last night), leaving us and our death-straggles unregarded, as 
a thing that is not on his tablets, and is no concern of Hol- 
stein's. Friedrich halts him, not quite too late ; organises a 
new and thirf Attack. Simultaneous effort of foot 

and horse ujion Daun's Front ; Holstein himself, who is almost 

Zinna by this time, to go upon Daun's right wing. This it 
Attack Third ; aitd is of sporadic intermittent nature, in the 
thickening dust and darkness : part of it successful, none of it 
beaten, but nowhere the success complete* Thus, in the 
extreme 'west or leftmost of Friedrich's attack, t§paen Dragoons, 
— one of the last Horse Regiments of Holstein’s Column, — • 
Spaen Dragoons, under their Lieutenant^CoIonel Dalwig (a 
beautiful manoeuvrer, who has stormed through many fields, 
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froii^ MollwitK onwards)^ cut in, with an admired impetuosity, 
with an audacious skill, upon the Austrian Infantry Heginients 
there ; broke them to pieces, took two of them in the lump 
prisoners ; bearded whole torrents of Aiiitrian Cavalry rushing- 
up to the rescue, — ^and brought off their mass of prisoner 
regiments and sk eaiin^n ; — the Austrian rescuers being 
chargal by some new Prussian party, and hunted home againd 
* Had these Prussian Horse been on their ground at 2 o’clock, 
and clone ki now, it is very evident,’ says Tempelhof, ‘ what 
the Battle of Torgau had by this time been ! ’ 

Near by, too, farther rightwards, if in the bewildering in- 
distinctness I might guess where (but the where is not so 
important to us), Baireuth Dragoons, they of the 67 standards 
at Striegau long since, plunged into the Austrian Battalions \ 
at an unsurpassable rate; tumbled four regiments of them ■',/ 
. {Regiment Kamr^ Regiment\ A% 2 i?jr? 0 r|f,~nobociy mow- car&^^ 
w^hich four) heels-over-liead, and in few minutes took the most 
of them prisoners; bringing them home too, like Dal wig, 
through crowds of rescuers. Eastward, again, or Elbe-war^ 
Holstein has found sudi intricacies of ground, such boggy 
depths aiyi rough steeps, his Cavalry could come to no decisive 
sabering with the xliistrian ; but stood exchanging shot ; — 
nothing to be done on that right wing of Daun. 

Daun’s left flank, however, does appear, after T[?hree such 
Attacks, to be at last pretty well rained : Tempelhof says, 

‘ Daun’s whole Fiont Line was tumbled to pieces ; disorder Iiad, 
sympailmtically, gr^^'^xvarward, even in those eastern parts ; 
and on tlm w^estern and north-western the Prussian Horse 
Regiments were now standing in its place,’ ^But, indeed^ sucli 
charging and recharging, pulsing ami repulsing, has there 
been hmt?abouts for hours past, the rival Hosts have got com- 
pletely interpei^trated ; Austrian, parties, or whole regiments, 
are to imr of those Prussians who stand ranked hete, and in 
victorious posture, as the Night sinks. Night is now sinking 
on this murderous day ; ^ Nothing more to be made of it ; try 
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it again tomorrow ! ’ thinks the King ; gives Hulsen ehar^^e of 
bivouacking and re-arranging these scattered people; and 
rides with escort north-westward to Elsnig, north of Neiden, 
well to I'ear of this b^ody arena, — in a mood of mind which 
may be/gured as gloomy enough. • 

^ Daun, too, is home to Torgau, — -J think, a little eai^lier — - 
to have his wound dressed, now that the day seems to him 
secure. Buccow, Daiin’s second, is killed ; Daun’s thu'd is an 
Irish Sraf O'^Donnell, memorable only on this opi 2 occasion ; 
to this ODoiinell, and to liEcj, who is firm olx his ground 
yonder, untouched all day, the charge of matters is left. 
Which cannot be a difficult one, hopes Daun. Daun, while 
his wound is dressing, speeds olf a courier to Vienna. Courier 
did enter duly there, with glorious trumpeting postillions, 
and universal Hep-hep-hurrah ; kindling that ardently loyal 
City into infinite triumph and illumination, — for the space of 
miain hours following. 

Hiilsen meanwhile has been doing his best to get into 
proper bivouac for the morrow ; has drawn back those east- 
*l^rd horse regiments, di^awn forward the infantry battalions ; 
forward, I think, and well rightw£y.'d, where, in the daytime, 
Daun's left flank ’was. On the ’wffiole, it is north-westward 
that the general Prussian Bivouac for this night is ; the 
extremest t^ozi^A-westernmost portion of it is Infantry, under 
General Lestwitz ; a gallant useful man, who little dreams of 
becoming famous thm dreary uncertain lyght. 

It is 6 o\*lock. Damp dusk hasthickened down into 
darkness, on these terms : — when, . lo, cannonade an(J 
musketacle fromXhe south, audible in the Lestwitz-Hiilsen 
quarters : seriously loud ; red glow of conflagration visible 
withal, — some unfortunate Village going up (^Village of 
Siptits;, think you ? ’’) ; and need of Hiilsen *at his fastest I 
Hulsen, with some readiest Foot Regiments, circling round, 
makes thitherward ; Lestwitz in the van. #Let us precede him. 
thither, and explain a little what it w^as. 


S18 NOTP TO BE OVEKWHELMED [book XX. 

f3d Hcr^, *760 

Efetibent who had stooci all clay oialciog idle noises,— of 
what a fatal quality we know, if Ziethen did not,— w^aiting 
for the King’^s appearance, must have been considerably dis- 
pleased with himself at nightfall, when tli^ King’^s fire gradually 
died out farther and farther north, giving rise to the,sad<ies|^ 
surmises. Ziethen'’s (ie^erals, Srildem and the Leuthen 
Mbllendorf, are full of gloomy impatience, urgent on him to 
■■try .something. *Push westward, nearer the King? Some 
stroke at h^e enemy on their south or south- w^esterii side, 
where haVe not molested them all day? No getting 
across the Rohrgmben on them, says your Excellent ? Siptitz 
Village, and their Battery there, is on our side of the Rohr- 
grabeu :~mn Gottes WtlUn^ something, Herr General ! 
Ziethen does finally assent : draw's leftward, %vestward : un- 
buckles Saiclem^s people upon Siptitss; who go like sharp 
hounds from the slip; fasten m Siptitx and the Austrians 
there, with a will ; wrench these out, force them to abandon 
their Battery, and to set Siptitjs on fire, “while they ran out of 
it. Comfortable bit of success, so far,— were not Siptitz 
burning, so that we cannot get through. ^ Through, no : 
were we ^through, is nob* there the Rohrgrabeii ? ’ thinks 
Ziethen, not seeing his w'^ay. 

How* lucky that, at this moment, Mollendorf comes in, 
with a discovery to westward; discovery of our old friend 
■ ^ the Butter-Street, — it is nothing more,— where Ziethen 
should have marched this morning : ther^^woiild he have found 
a solid road across Jthisv^Rohrgraben, free passage by a bridge 
between two bits of ponds, at the Sckiifcrei (Sheep-Farm) of 
Siptitz yonder. ‘There still/ reports Mollendorf, ‘ the solid:*'’*'''*^^ 
rood is ; unbeset hitherto, except by iSe Mollendorf ! ’ 
Thitherward all do m\v hasten, Austrians, Prussians t but 
the Prussians are beforehand ; Mollendorf is master of the 
Pass, deploying himself on the other side of it, and Ziethen 
and everybody hastening through to support him there, and the 
Austrians making fierce fight in vain. The sound of which has 
reached Hulsen, and set Ijestvritz and him in motion thither. 






CHAP.V.J BATTLE OF TOHGAU 319 

'gtS 'Nov. ■1760] : 

For the thing is vital, if we knew it. Close ahea^ of 
Mollenclorf, when he is throngh this Pass, close on Mollen- 
dorPs left, as he wheels round qn the attacking Austrians, is 
the south-west comer ff Siptite Height, South-west corner, 
highest j>oint of it; summit and key o# all that Battle 
area; rules it all, if you get cai^on thither. It hangs 
steepish on the southern side, over the Rohrgraben, where 
this Mollendorf- Austrian fight begins ; but it is beautifully 
accessiWe, if you bear round to the west side,- — saddle- 
shaped bit of clear ground there, in shape like tiie outside or 
seat of a saddle ; Doinitsch Wood the crupper part ; summit 
of this Height the pomiiiel, only nothing like so steep : — it 
is here (on the southern saddle-flap, so to speak), gradually 
mounting westward to the crupper-and-pommel part, that the 
agony now is. 

And here, in utter darkness, illuminated only by the 
musketry and cannon blazes, there ensued two hours of stiff 
wrestling in its kind : not the fiercest spasm of all, but the 
final which decided all. Lestwitz, Hiilsen, come sweeping on, 
Ted* by the sound and the fire ; ^ beating the Prussian march, 
they,’ sharply on all their drums, — ^Prussian march, rat-tat- 
tan, sharply through the gloom of Chaos in that manner ; and 
Join themselves, with no mistake made, to Mollendorfs, to 
Ziethen’s left and the saddle-flap there, and fall on. The 
night is pitch-dark, says Archenholtz ; you cannot see your 
hand before you. Oli Hulsen‘’s bridle-horses were ail shot 
away, when he heard this alarm, far horse left ; and 

he is old, and has his own bruises. JM seated himself on a 
"Trumoti ; and so rides, and amtes ; right welcome the sight # 
of him, doubt not'^ And the Fight rages still for an hour 
or more. 

To an observant Mollendorf, watching about all day, the 
importance,and all-importance of Siptitz Summit, if it can be 
got, is px'obably known 5* to Daun it is alarmingty well known, 
when he heai's of it. Daun is zealously uigent on Lacy, on 
CDonnelf; who do try what they can ; send reinforcements, 
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and^the like ; but nothing that proves useful 
not Tihe man for such a crisis ; Lacy^ too, it is remarked, has 
always been more expert in ducking out of Friedrich’s way 
than in fighting anybody.^ In fine, such is the total dark* 
ness, the difficulty, the uncertainty, most or all of the 
reiniorcements sent halted short, in the belly of the Nighl, 
uncertain where ; and their poor friends got altogether beaten 
and driven away. 

About '9 at night, all the Austrians are rolling off, east- 
imrd, eastw'a’xL Prussians goading them forw^ai*d w^hat they 
could (firing not cjuite done till 10); and that all-imjmrtant 
pommel of tlie saddle is indisputa!>Iy w'oii. The Austrians 
settled themselves, in a kind of Iialf^mooii shage, close on the 
suburbs of Torgau ; the Fro.ssians in a parallel half-moon 
posture^ some furlongs behind them. The Austrians sat but 
a short time ; not a moment longer than was indispensable. 
Daun perceives that the key of his ground is gone from him ; 
that he will have to send a second Courier to Vienna, And, 
above ail things, that he must forthwith get across the Elbe 
and away. Lucky for him that he has Tlmee Bridges (Ox 
Four, including the Town Bridge), and that his Baggage is 
already all across and standing on wheels. With excellent 
despatch and order Daun winds himself across, — all of him 
that is still coherent ; and indeed, in the distant parts of the 
Battle-field, wandering Austrian parties w'ore atlmonished 
hitherward by the Eiveris voice in the. great darkness, — and 
Daun’s loss in prisoners, though great, wus less than could 
have been expcH'tt^TT^jOOO in all. 

Till toward.s one in the >*‘iorning, the Pimsians, in tlm 
half-moon, had not learned what he w^ms d#ing% About one 
tliey pushed into Torgun, and acrf)ss tlie I’owii Bridge ; found 
26 pontoons, —all the rest packed-off except these 26 — ^and 
did not follow^ farther. Lacy retreated by the other *or left 
bank of the River, to guard against attempts from that side» 
Next day there ^as pursuit of Lac^y; some prisoners and 
^ Archeoholtz's sour remark. * « 
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furnitures got from him, but nothing of moment : Daurf and 
Lacv joined at Dresden ; took post, as usual, behind their 
inaccessible Plauen Chasms. Sat there, in view of the chasing 
Prussians, without fixxj:her loss than this of Torgaii, and of a 
Cainjiafgn gone to water again. Wlmt an fssiie, for the third 


On Torgau-field, behind that linal PiTissian hrJf-moon, 
there ’deigned, all night, a confusion which nor tongue can 
express. Poor wounded men by the hundred and the 
thousand, weltering in their blood, on the cold wet ground ; 
not surgeons or nurses, but merciless predatory sutlers, equal 
to murder if necessary, waiting on them and on the happier 
that were dead. ^ Unutterable ! ’ says Archenholtz ; who, 
though wounded, had crawled or got earned to some village 
near. The living wandered about in gloom and uncertainty ; 
lucky he whose haversack was still his, and a crust of bread 
in it: water was a priceless luxury, almost nowhere discover- 
able. Prussian Generals rqved about with their Staff-Officers, 
seeing to re-form their Battalions ; to little purpose. They 
had grown indignant, in some instances, and were vqpiferously 
imperative and minatory; ^ but in the dark who needed mind 
them ? — they went raving elsewhere, and, for the first time, 
Piussian word-of-command saw itself futile.** Pitch-darkness, 
bitter cold, ground trampled into mire. On Siptite Hill 
there is nothing that x^ll bora : farther back, in the Domitsch 
■W^oods, are numerous fine fires, to ^’'"bfch Austrians and 
Prussians alike gather: ^ Peace, and mice between us; to- 
moiTow morning we will see wliich prisoners, which are* 
captors.’ So pass'^he wild hours, all hearts longing for the 
dawn, and w^hat decision it wdll bring. 

Friedrich, at Elsnig, found every hut full of wounded, and 

I 

^ Tempelhof, iv. 291-31S; ArdienhoJtZj il 159-174 » Retzow, ii. 299 et seq. ; 
Umtfdndluh& Besekreihmg des etc, (in Seyfarth, Be^agen^ ii. S23-S48) ; in 
Ikldm-'GesidiuhUy or in Amnymous of Bamhurg (iv. 245'300), the Daun 
DupiUhes^ the Lists, etc. 
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and^the like ; but nothing that proves useful, 
not the man for such a crisis : Lacy, too, it is remarked, has 
always been more exj^ert in ducking out of Friedrich’s way 
than in fighting anybody.^ In fine, such is the total dark- 
ness, the difficulty, the uncertainty, most or all^ of the 
reinforcements sent halted short, in the belly of the Nighs;, 
uncertain where ; and their poor friends got altogether beaten 
and driven a.way. 

About at night, all the Austrians are rolling off, east- 
ward, eastwa^vL Prussians goading them forward what they 
could (iiring not quite done till 10) ; and that all-important 
pommel of tlie saddle is indis]>utably w^on. The Austrians 
settled themselves, in a kind of half-moon sliag^e, close on the 
suburbs of Torgau; the J^russiaiis in a parallel half-moon 
posture, some furlongs behind them. The Austrians sat but 
a short time ; not a moment longer than was indispensable. 
Daun perceives that the key of his ground is gone from him ; 
that he will have to send a second Coiudcr to Vienna. And, 
above all things, that he must forthwith get across the Elbe 
and away. Lucky for him that he has Three Bridges 
Four, including bhe T vipi Bridge), and that his Baggage is 
already all across a * standing on wheels. With excellent 
despatch and order /)aun winds himself across, — all of him 
that is still coherent ; and indeed, in the distant parts of the 
Battle-field, wandering Austrian parties w^ere admonished 
hitherward by the River's voice in the. great darkness, — and 
Baun’s loss in prisoners, though great, was less than could 
have been expecttxTT^isOOO in all 

^ Til! towaids one in the morning, the Prussians, in the' 
half-moon, had not learned what he was doing. About one 
they poshed into Torgau, and acnK^s the Town Bridge; found 
26 pontoons,— all the rest packed-off except these 26 and 
did not follow" faiiher. Lacy retreated by the other 01 * left 
bank of the River, to guard against ottempts from that side. 
Next day there ’^^as pursuit of Lacy; some px’isoners and 
^ ArclieiihoUz'*s sour remark. ^ ^ 
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foriiitures got from him^ but nothing of moment : Danr.’ and 
Lacy joined at Dresden ; took post, as usual, behind^ their 
inaccessible Plauen Chasms. Sat there, in view of the chasing 
Prussians, withont fai^her loss than this of Torgaii, and of a 
Campafgn gone to water again. W for the third 

time ! L— . . ;«»■ ; ' 

On Torgaii-field, behind that final Prussian hrif-moon, 
there deigned, all night, a confusion which tongue can 
express. Poor wounded men by the hundred and the 
thousand, weltering in their blood, on the cold wet ground; 
not surgeons or nurses, but merciless predatory sutlers, equal 
to murder if necessary, waiting on them and on the happier 
that were dead. ^Unutterable!’ says Archenlioltz ; who, 
though wounded, had crawled or got caiTied to some village 
near. The living wandered about in gloom and uncei'tainty ; 
liickv he whose haversack was still his, and a crust of bread 

■ o' ■ 

in it : water was a priceless luxury, almost nowhei'e discover- 
able. Prussian Generals rqved about with their Staff-Officers, 
s^ing to re-form their Battalions ; to little purpose. They 
had grown indignant, in some instances, and were vqpiferously 
imperative and minatory ; ^ but in the dark who needed mind 
them ? — -they ^vent raving elsewhere, and, for the first time, 
Prussian word-of-commaiid saw itself futile.’ Pitch-darkness, 
bitter cold, ground trampled into mire. On Siptitz Hill 
there is nothing that ^^11 burn : farther back, in the Domitsch 
Woods, are numerous fine fires, to ^^^bich Austrians and 
PniBsians alike gather : Peace and truce between us ; to- 
morrow morning we will see v^iich prisoners, which ar# 
captors.’ So pass^he wild hours, all hearts longing for the 
dawn, and what decision it will bring. 

Friedrich, at Elsnig, found every hut full of wounded, and 

^ Tempdhof, iv, 291-328 j ^rchenholtZ;, ii. 159- 1(74 ; Ketzow, ii. 299 et seq. ; 
tJmiiandluhe Btsckrmhmg des etc, (in Seyfarth, ii. 823-S48) ; in 

IMdm-Ges^icfite, or in Anonymous of jkamhurg (iv. 245-300), the Daun 
the Lists, etc. 
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and^the like ; but nothing that proves useful O'Donnell is 
not the man for sneh a crivsis ; Lacy-, too, it is remarked, has 
always been more expert in clucking out of Friedrich's way 
than in fighting an 3 "bod}%^ In fine, such is the total dark- 
ness, tlie difiicoity, the uncertainty, most or all of the 
reinforcements sent halted short, in the belly of the Night, 
uncertain where ; and their poor friends got altogether beaten 
and driven away« 

About " 9 at night, all the Austrians are rolling 0 ^, east- 
ward, eastwa’*'d. rrussiaus goading them forward what they 
could (firing not cjiiite clone till 10) ; and that all-important 
pcmnnel of the saddle is indisputably won. The Austrians 
settled themselves, in a kind of half-moon shajje, close on the 
suburbs of Torgau ; the Ihiissians in a parallel half-moou 
posture, some furkmgs behind theiii* The Austrians sat but 
a short time ; not a moment longer than was indispensable. 
Daun perceives that the key of his ground is gone from him ; 
that he will have to send a second Courier to Vienna. And, 
above all things, that he must forthwith get across the Elbe 
and away. Lucky for him that he has Three Bridges 
Four, including the T Bridge), and that his Baggage is 
already all across 0 ^ standing on wdieels. With excellent 
despatch and order />aun winds himself across, — all of him 
that is still coherent ; and indeed, in the distant parts of the 
Battle-field, wandering Austrian parties ivere admonished 
liitherward by the Rivers voice in the great darkness, — ^aiid 
Daun's loss in prisoners, though great, was less than could 
have been expecteifT^ojOOO in all 

^ Till towards one in the Fiorning, the Prussians, in thch^ 
half-moon, had not learned what he was doing. About one 
they pushed into Torgau, and across the Town Bridge ; found 
S6 pontoons,— all the rest packed-off except these ^6 and 
did not folIo^C farthers Lacy retreated by the other or left 
bank of the River, to guard against attempts from that side. 
Next day there fas pursuit of I.^ieyi some prisoners and 
^ ArciienhoU«\s sour reiuark. * » 
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furnitures got from him, but nothing of moment : Dam:; and 
Lacy joined at Dresden ; took post^ as usual, behind: their 
inaccessible Plaiien Chasms. Sat there, in view of the chasing 
Prussians, without fai^her loss than this of Torgaii, and of a 
Campafgn gone to water again. What an fssue, for the third 
.. time! ^ ® - ' 

On Torgau-field, behind that final Prussian hdf~mooii, 
thei’e ‘iTeigued, all night, a confusion which no- tongue can 
express. Poor wounded men by the huncfred and the 
thousand, weltering in their blood, on the cold w^et ground ; 
not surgeons or nurses, but merciless predatory sutlers, equal 
to murder if necessary, waiting on them and on the happier 
that w’^ere dead. ^ Unutterable 1 ’ says Archenholtz ; who, 
though wounded, had crawled or got carried to some village 
near. The living wandered about in gloom and uncertainty ; 
lucky he whose haversack was still his, and a crust of bread 
in it : %vater w^as a priceless luxury, almost nowhere discover- 
^able. Prussian Generals rqved about with their Staff-Officers, 
s^ing to re-form their Battalions ; to little purpose. They 
had growm indignant, in some instances, and were vqpiferously 
imperative and minatory ; ^ but in the dark who needed mind 
them ? — ^they went raving elsewhere, and, for the first time, 
Prussian w’^ord-of-command saw'^ itself futile.’ Pitch-darkness, 
bitter cold, ground trampled into mire. On Siptitz Hill 
there is nothing that ^11 burn : farther back, in the Doinitsch 
Woods, are numerous fine fires, to ^w^bich Austrians and 

Peace and mice between us ; to- 



JVussians alike gather 


moiTow morning w*'e wdll see wliich prisoners, which aref 
captors.’ So pa>ss‘l:;he wild hours, all liear-ts longing for the 
dawn, and wdiat decision it will bring. 

Friedrich, at Elsnig, found every hut full of wounded, and 

^ Tempelhof, iv, 291-318 ; Archenholtz, ii. 1 59- 174 ; Retzow, i£. 299 et seq. ; 
Umstandiuhe Beschr&ihung des etc, (in Seyfarth, Be^jjagen^ ii. 823-848) ; in 
Hdden-GesMchtej or m Anonymous of Hamburg (iv. 245*300), the Dauti 
DesflitcheSi the Lists, etc. 
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they* siirgeriesj and miseries silent or loud. He himself took 
shell?/ in the little Church ; passed the itight there. Busy 
about many things ^ using, the altar,’ it seems, ‘ by way of 
writing-table’ (self or secretaries kneeing, shall we fancy, on 
those new ternijf?), ^and the stairs of it as seat.’^'* Of the 
final Ziethen-Lcstwit>5 ^effort he would scarcely hear the 
musketry or catmonade, being so far away from it. At what 
hour, or froim whom first, he learned that the Battle of 
Torgau li<:d become YicLory in the night-time, I knew not : 
the Anecdol.:^“Books send him out in his cloak, wandering up 
and down before daybreak ; standing by the soldiers’ fires ; 
and at length, among tlie Woods, in the faint incipiency of 
dawn, meeting a Shadow which proves to be Zietheai himself 
in the body, with embraces and congratulations : — evidently 
mythical, though dramatic. Beach hinx the news soon did ; 
and surely none could be welcomer. Headquarters change 
from the altar-steps in Eisnig Church to secular rooins in 
Torgau. Ziethen has already sped forth on the skirts of 
Lacy; w'hole Army follows next day; and, on the War- 
tlieatre it is, on the sudden, a total change of scene. 601? 
eeivable to readers without the details. 

Hopes there were of getting back Dresden itself ; but that, 
on closer view, proved imattemptable, Daun kept his Plauen 
Chasm, bis few square miles of ground beyond ; the rest of 
Saxony was Friedrich’s, as heretofore. Loudon had tried hard 
on Kosid for a week ; storming once, and a second time, very 
fiercely, Goltis be 5 j:^gjjow near ; but could make nothing of it ; 
and, on wind of Golt?:, went Ins wayd '.riie Eussiaiis, on 
sound of Torgau, shoulder^Jd arms, and made for Poland. 
Daun, for his own share, went to Vienna ftis Winter ; in need 
of surgery, and other things. The population there is rather 
disposed to be? grumbly on its onc^ heroic Falnus ; wishes the 
Pabius w^ere a little less cuiictatory. But Imperial Majesty 

^ Boflericht von (kr Bdagerung von Kosd^ im Octohr 1760 (Seyfarth, 
Boytagtn^ ii. 798-804) ; began * October 21st ^5 ended *at daybreak, October 
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iienselfj one is proud to relate, drove outj in Old Komaft 
spirit, some miles| to meet him, her defeated ever-hononred 
Daun, and to inquire graciously jiboui Ms health, which is so 
important to the State|^^ 

T<«’gmi was Daiin’s last Battle : Daun'^s kst Battle ; and, 
what is more to the joy of readers^ and their Editor here, 
was I>iedri€h’’s last,— so that the remaining Two Campaigns 
iiniy fairly be condensed to an extreme degr^; and. , a few 
(haptep^ more will deliver us altogether from ^b/s painful 
element! — - 

Uaun Just at Torgau, by his own account, ^ about 11,000 
men, ‘‘— should have said, according to Tempelhof, and even 
to neutral persons, ^ above 1S,OO0 killed and wounded, 

8,000 prisoners, 45 cannon, ^9 flags, 1 standard (or horse- 
flagV^ which brings him to at least £0,000 minus; — the 
Prussian loss, heavy enough too, being, by Tempelhof s ad- 
mission, Mietween IS and 14,000, of whom 4,000 prisoners.’ 
The sore loss, not so com^iutable in arithmetic, — ^but less 
"sbre^to Daun, perhaps, than to most people, — ^is that of 
being beaten, and having one’s Campaign reduced to water 
again. No Conquest of Saxony, any more than of Silesia, 
possible to Daun, this Year. In Silesia, thanks to Loudon, 
sinall thanks to Loudon’s Chief, they have got Glatz : Kosel 
they could not get ; fiery Loudon himself stormed and blazed 
to no purpose there, ^ind had to hurry home on sight of 
Goltz and relief, Glatz is the net sum-total, Daun knows 
all this ; but in a stoical arithmetical manner, and refuses to 
be flurried by it. # 

Friedrich, as we si^id, had hoped something might be done 
in Saxony on the defeated Daun; — perhaps Dresden itself 
be got back from him, and his Army altogether sent to 
winter in Bohemia again ? But it proved othej^ise. Daun 
showed not the least disposition to quit his Plauen Chasm, or 
fall into discouragement : and after some weeks of diligent 

^ Archenholtx, i, 179. s Tempelhof, iv. 213 ; Kausler, p, 726* 



■ ■ .... '.taU.-'ATlUV. A/W;- 

\nal^ OB Friedrich's part^ and much ruBniug about in those 
cent al and Hill- ward partSj Friedrich fobiid he would have 
to be content with his former allotment of Saxon territoiy, 
and to leave the Austrians quiet in theirs. Took winter- 
quarters accordingly, and let the Eneni}^ take, ^'Cantoned 
himself, in that Mehjsen-Freyberg Counti'y, in front of the 
Austrians and their impassable Piauens and Chasms : — 
pretty^ much %s in the past Year, only that the Two Armies 
lay at ti greater distance, and were more peaceable^ as if by 
mutual consent. 

Headquarter of the King is Leipzig ; where the King did 
not arrive till December 8ih, — such adjusting and arranging 
has he hml, and incessant running to and fro. He lived in 
the ^ Apel House, A^ew Neumarkt, No, 16 ' ; ^ the same he had 
occupied in 1757, in the llossbach time. ^Achl how lean- 
your Majesty has growm ! ' said the Mistress of it, at sight of 
him again (mythically, I sliould fency, though it is in the 
Anecdote-Books). '^Lean,j/z answered he : *aiid what 

wonder, with I'hree Women ' (Theresa, Czarina, Pompadour) 
^ hanging on the tliroat of me ail this while ! ’ But we? pro- 
pose to look-in upon him ourselves, in this Apel House, 
on more authentic terms, by and by. Read, meanwhile, 
these Two bits of Autograph, thrown -off incidentally, at 
different places, in the previous busy journeyings over Meissen- 
Freyberg Country : 

1. Frk(k^c]i to Marquw d^irgem (at Berlin) 

* Moissem, 10th Noveml:>er 17(>0. 

* ^ I drove the enemy to iSie Oates of Dresden ; they oc(inj>y tlioir 

Camp of last Year; all my skill is not enor'gh to dislodge them,' — 
(Chasm of Pkiioii, a plaeo impregnable, were it gaaTisoned by chimnay- 
■■,'iweep,./says; the .King" once),. We ■ have; saved,. or?r ■rapu.tation 1 )y ' the'' 
Day of Torgap : but don't imagine onr enemies are so disheartened as 
to desire Peace, Duke Ferdinand's affairs are not ia a good way' 
(missed Weseb of which presently ; — andf alas also, Georg© ii. died, this 
day gone a fortnight, which is far worse for ns, if we knew it j)— 'I fear 

^ Rodenbeck, ii. 65. 
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the French will preserve tnrougn Winter tiie advantages they gamed 
daring the Campaign. * 

^In a word^ I see all black, as if I^wei’e at the bottom of a tomb. 
Have some compassion on the situation I am in ; conceive that I disguise 
nothing from you, and yet il5iat I do not djjtail to yoi:^ all my embarrass- 
mevts, my rj^iprehensions and troubles. Adieu, dear Marquis ; write to 
me sometimeB, — don’t forget a poor devil, who curses ten times a day his 
ffi,tai existence, and could wish he already were in those Silent Countries 
from which nobody returns with news/ ^ 9 ^ 

The Second, of diiierent complexion, is % " still more 
interesting little Autograph, date elsewhere, farther on, in 
those wanderings. Madam Camas, Widow of the Colonel 
Camas whom we knew twenty years ago, is Queen’s Oder-- 
I/qf^misiermn (Lady in Chief),’ — to whom the King’s Letters 
are always pretty ; 

Frkdrkh to Madam Camas (at Magdeburg, with the 
Queen’s Majesty) 

^ ^ * * JSTeustadt, 18th November 1760. 

^ 1 exact in answering, and eager to satisfy you ' (in that matter 
of the porcelain): ^you shall have a breakfast-set, my good Mamma; 
six coiFee-cups, very pretty, well diapered, and tricked-out witfi all the 
little embellishments which increase their value. On account of some 
pieces which they are adding to the set, you will have to wait a few 
days ; but I datter myself this delay will contribiite to your satisfaction, 
and produce for you a toy that will give you pleasure, and make you 
remember your old Adorer. % It is curious how old people's habits agree. 
For four years past 1 have given-up suppers, as incompatible with the 
Trade I am obliged to follow ; and in marching 4ays, my dinner consists 
of a cup of chocolate. 

^ We hurried oif, like fools, quite iiniated with our Victory, to try if 
we couhi not c.hase the i>tistrians out of Dresden : they made a mockery 
of m from the tops of their mountains. So 1 have withdrawn, like a 
!md little boy, to cofliceal myself, out of spite, in one of the wretchedest 
villages in Saxony, And here the first thing will be to <l|^*ive the Circle 
gentlemen * (RSichs Army) ^ out of Freyberg into Chemnitz, and get our- 
selves room to quarter and soitiething to live upon. It is, I swear to you, 
a dog of a life’ (or even a slie-dog, chie7ine de t7ic),«fthe like of which 

, ^ (Emres de Fr^diric^ xix. 204 - 5 . 
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nobody but Don Quixote ever led before me. All this tumbling and 
toilinliL and bother and confusion that never ceases^ has made me so old^ 
that yo^ would scarcely know me ^gaiii. On the right side of my head 
tlia hair is all grey ; my teeth break and fail out; I have got my face 
wrinkled like the f^balas of a petticoat ; my Sack bent like a i^ddle-bow; 
and spirit sad and downcast like a monk of La Trappe. I foffewarn you 
of all this, lest^ in case we?^ should meet again in flesh and bone^ you 
might feel yo\n’self too violently shocked by my appearance. There 
remains J :q me nUlxiug but thfe hearty — which has undergone no change^ 
and whiclf-will preserve^ so long as I breathe^ its feelings ^ esteem 

and of tendef ^friendship for my good Mamma, Adieu/ ^ ^To which 

add only this on Duke Ferdinand^ ^ whose affairs/ we just heard^ ^are not 
in a good way ’ : 

Fight qf Kloste?^ Kampen (Night of October 15th-16th); 
Wesel not to he had hy Duke Ferdinand 

AjPter Warhtrg (July Slst^ while Friedrich was on the eve of crossing 
Elbe on new adventuresj Dresden Siege having failed him), Duke Ferdi- 
nand made no figure to the Gazetteers ; fought no Battle farther ; and 
has had a Campaign, which is honourable only to Judges of a higher than 
the Gazetteer sort. 

By Warburg Ferdinand had got thU Diemel ; on the north ba 
which he spread himself out, 
the opp^^ite bank: — ^No Hanov^f ’’''Sy " 1 ms road. Bro^^^^i'eupon 
drew back a little ; pushed-out circuitously from his right wing, which 
reaches far eastward of Ferdinand, a considerable Brigade, --circuitously, 
round by the Weser-Fulda Country, and beyond the embouchure of 
Diemel,— to try it by that method. Got actually a few miles into 
Hanoverian territory, by that method ; laid hold of Gottingen, also of 
M linden, which secures a road thither: snd!^ at Gottingen there, ‘^ever 
since August 4 th,/ Brpglio has been throwing-up works, and shooting-out 
hussar-parties to a good mstande Intending, it would seem, to maintain 
^ himself, and to be mischievous, iijiithat post Wotild, in fact, fain entice 
Ferdinand across the Weser, to help Gottingen,^ ‘ Across Weser, yes ; — 
and so leave Broglio free to take Lippstadt from me, as he might after a 
short siege,’ thinks Fcrdinfwid always ; ^ which wotildjjeautifully shorten 
Broglio’s communication' (quite direct then, and without interruption, 
all the way to W esel), ^ «aiid make Hanover itself, Hanover and llruns- 
wick, the central Beat of War T Whiclu Ferdinand, grieved as he m 
for Gottingen, will by no means coiiseat to. 

Ferdinand, strong only as one to two, cannot hinder Brcsglio, though 


^ .(Emvns^e FrMinCf xviii 144, 
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be tries variously ; and is nmcb at a loss^ seeing Broglio irrepressibly 
busy tins way, all tli«ougli i^wgust and on into September has bear’d, 
however, from Wesel, through secret partisans there, that We^ei, con- 
sidered altogether out of risk, is left^n a very weak condition ; weak in 
garrison, weak even in gunners* Kedecting upon which, in his diffi- 
culties, jB%dinaud asks himself, sudden stroke \t Wesel, 200 miles 
a^ay, might it not astonish Broglio, who is. so busy on us just here?' — 
and, September 32d, despatches tlie Hereditary Pi’ince on that errand, 

A man likely for it, if there be one in^the world lyunable to do it, 
however, as the issue told. Here is what I find noted, 

^SeptShher 22d, the Erbprinz, with a clioson Corps of 15,000, mostly 
English, left these Diemel regions to\vards Wesel, his speediest. 
September 29th, Erbprinz and vanginird. Corps rapidly following, are 
got to Dorsten, within 20 miles of Wesel. A most swift ErbpriiiJK; 
likely for such w^ork. And it is thought by judges, Had he had either 
siege-artillery or scaling apparatus, he might really have attacked Wesel 
with good chance Upon it. But be has not even a ladder ready, much 
less a siege-gun. Siege-guns are at Bielefeld' (come from Bremen, I 
suppose, by English boating, up the Weser so far); ^but that is six-score 
miles of wlieel-carriage ; roads bad, and threatening to be worse, as it is 
equinoctial weather. There is nothing for it but to wait for those guns. 

^ The Erhprinz, hopefully waiting, does his endeavour in the interim ; 
throws a bridge over the Rhine, jounces upon Cleve garrison (prisoners 
with* their furnitures), potmces upon this and that ; spreads terror” on 
the French thereabouts to I)usseldorf*and Koln,” — and on Broglio 

himself, so far off, the due astonishment. Wesel to be snatched, — ye 
Heavens 1 Our Netherlands road cut-off : Dusseldorf, Koln, our Rhine 
Magazines, all and sundry, fallen to the hawks, — who, the lighter- winged 
of them, might pay visits in France itself 1 ” Broglio has to suspend his 
Gottingen operations, and detach Marquis de Castries with (say ulti- 
mately, for Castries is to g|;ow and gather by the road) 35,000, to relieve 
Wesel. Castries marches double-quick; weather very rainy — arrives 
in those parts October IZth ; — hardly a gun from Bielefeld come to hand 
yet, Erbprinz merely filling men with terror. And so, 

^ Oetoher after two weeks and ^ clay, the Hereditary Prince sees,* 
not guns from Bielefo^i, but Castries pushing into Wesel a 7,000 of 
additional garrison,— and the Enterprise on Wesel grown impossible. 
Impossible, and p]^)bably far more ; Castries in a condition to devour us, 
if he prove sharp. It behoves the Hereditary Prince to himself sharp ; 
— which he andouhtedly was, in this sharp crisis. Next day, our Erb- 
prinz, taking survey of Castries in his strong ground of Kloster Kampen, 
decides, like a gallant fellow, to attack him ; — ami straightaway does it. 
Breaks, thci; same night (October i5th-16th, 1700), stealthily, through 
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'Wftoas and with precautions^ into Castries’ Post; — intending surprisa^ 
and rriy^e ruin to Castries. And there ensued^ no# the Bm^pnsal as it 
turned \ut^ but tbe BattU of Kloster Kampen ; which again proved 
imsucce^ful^ or only half - succeSfsful^ to the Hereditary Prince, A 
many-wingedj intricate Night-Battle ; to be r#ad of in Books, This is 
where the Chevaliei^d’AssaS;, he or Somebody^ gave the ala^fia to the 
Castries people at the expense of his life* moi, Auvergne^ Bo^ 
Auvergne shouted D’Assas (if it was D’Assasat all), when the stealthy 
English came upon him ; who was at once cut down.^ It is certain 
Auvergne^ g|ive ; awoke Castries bodily ; and saved him from what . 
was otherwise inevitable* Surprise now there was none farthe#^ but a 
complex Fight, %?nanaged in the dai’kness with imcomnion obstinacy ; 
ending in withdrawal of the Erbprinz, as from a thing that could not be 
done. His loss in killed, wounded and prisonens, was I,0S8; that of 
Castries, by his own counting, 2,030 : but Kloster Kampen, in the wide- 
awake state, could not be won. 

^ During the Fight, the Erbprmv/s llhine-Bridge had burst in two : 
his ammunition w^as running short; — and, it would seem, there is no 
, retreat, either 1 The Erkprinz put a bold face on the matter, stood to 
' Castides in a threatening attitude; manamvred skilfiilly for two days 
longer, face still to Castries, till the Bridge was got mended ; then, tiight 
of October 18th-10th, crosvsed to his own side ; gathered-up his goods ; 
and at a deliberate pace marched hom^ on those term s ;---doinisL si^^ 
useful fighting by the road/ - ^ 

Had lost nothing, say his admirers, ^hut one cannon, which hurst/ 
One burst cannon left on the held of Kloster. Kampen ; — but also, as we 
see, his , errand along with it ; and d,600 good fighters lost and hurst : 
wMch was more imjiortant ! Criticisms there were on it in England, 

/ perhaps of the unwise sort generally ; sorrow in the highest quarter. 


^ Preuss (ii. 270 n,) asserts it to be proved, in ^ Alhcellen aus dm mzicsten 
nusUnduchen Littcmlnr No. 3, p. 409)/ a iBook which none of us ever 
saw, ^That the real hero * (equal to a Roman Beeius or more) * was not Captain 
d^Assas, of the Regiment AlSmgne, but a poor Private Soldier of it, called 
Dubois C — Is not this a strange turm after such ht-fensmmgf be-painting, 
^nging and cekbrating, as rose upon prior B’Assas, or the P'amiiy of Bb^ssas, 
twenty years afterwards (1777-1790)!— Both Dubois liffl B’Assas, I conclude, 
lay among the slain at Kloster Kampei\, silent they forever and a painful 
doubt does rise, As to the miraculous operation of Postliutnous Rumour and 
Wonder ; and Whether there was any * miracle of lieroism/ or other miracle at 
all, and not rather a j3oqr nocturnal accident,— poor sentry in the edge of the 
wood, shrieking out, on apparition of the stealthy “English. ‘Ho, Auvergne, 
helpF probably firing^ wdthal ; and getting killed in consequence? JVm 
mstmm ,,, 

* Mauviiion, ii Tempelhof, IL 325 ••332. ; 
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^An iniaccoiintal^le expedition^," Walpole calls it, Sm wliicli PriioQis 
Ferdinand suddenly ^Icspatched liis Nephew, at the head of a coii'sider- 
aide force, towards the frontiers of Holland/— merely to see the #/>untry 
there which occasioned much solicitudo in England, ^as tVe Main 
Army, already unequal that of France, %vas thus rendered much 
weaker. «King George felt it with much anxiety. H An unaccountable 
Khterprise, my poor Gazetteer friends,— very evidently an unsuccessful 
nne, so far as Wesel went. Many English fallen in it, too : the English 
showed here again a utisnehnende Tapferkeit^' says Mauviiion ; and 
probably their share of the loss was propoi^ionate. 

Cleai% enough there is no Wesel to be had. Neither could Broglie, 
though distiirbed in his Gottingen fortifyings and oper^ons, be ejected 
out of Gottingen. Ferdinand, on failure of Wesel, himself marched to 
<»ottingen, and tried for some days ; but found he could not, in such 
weather, tear-out that firmly-rooted French Post, but must be content to 
^ mask it/ for the present ; and, this done, withdrew (December ISth) to 
his winter-quarters near by, as did Brogiio to his, — about the time 
Friedrich and Daun had finally settled in theirs. 

Ferdinand’s Campaigns henceforth, which turn all on the 
defence of Hanover, are highly recommended to professional 
readers ; but to the laic sort do not prove interesting in pro- 
po?iion to the trouble. In fact, the huge War henceforth 
begins everywhere, or everywhere ej^cept in Pitt’s department 
of it, to burn low'er, like a lamp with the oil gettiTig done ; 
and has less of brilliancy than formerly. *Let us try for 
Hanover/ the Belleisles, Choiseuls and wise French heads 
had said to themselves : ‘ Canada, India, everything is lost ; 
bat were dear Hanoypr well in our clutch, Hanover would 
be a remedy for many things ! ’ Through tlie remaining 
Campaigns, as in this now done, th^t is their fixed plan, 
Ferdinand, by iimvearied effort, succeeded in defending 
Hanover, — ^nothing, of it but that inconsiderable slice or 
skirt rouml Gottingen, which they kept long, could ever be 
got by the French. Ferdinand defended Hanover; and 
wore-out ^.nnually the big French Annies which were mis- 
sioned thither, as in tl^ spasm of an expiring last effort by 
this poor hag-ridden France, — at an e^^ense to her, say, 

^ ^ WaIpole*s George Second^ iii. 299. 
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o# 6O3OOO men per year. Which was good service on 
FerdiWnd's part; but done less and less ifi the shining or 
univerl|lly notable way, ^ 

So that with him too we are hencgforth^ thank Heaven^ 
permitted and even bound to be brief. Hardly aliSve twp 
Battles more from him, if^even two : — and mostly the wearied 
Reader's imagination left to conceive for itself those intricate 
strategic^, and endless niaticeuvrings on the Diemel and the 
Dill, on tfie Ohm River and the Schwalm and the#Ciippe, 
or wherever i%!y may be, with small help from a wearied 
Editor I — 


CHAPTER VI 
WIKTBE-QUAKTERS 1760-61 

A MELANCHOLY little event, which afterwards proved 
unexpectedly unfortunate for Friedrich, had happened in 
England ten days before the Battle of Torgaii, Saturday 
25th October 1760, George ii., poor old gentleman, suddefrly 
died. He was in his 77th year ; feeble, but not feebler than 
usual,— unless, perhaps, the unaccountable news from Kioster 
Kampen may have been too agitating to the dim old mind ? 
On the Monday of this %veek he had, ^from a tent in Hyde 
Park,^ presided at a Review of Dragoons ; and on Thursday, 
as his Coldstream Guards were on march for Portsmouth and 
foreign seiwice, ^ was in his Portico at Kensington to see them 
pass'; — fall of zeal always in regal’d to military mcatters, and 
Ip this War in particular. Bfiturday, by snnri.se he was on 
foot; took his cup of chocolate; inquire# about the wind, 
and the chances of mails arriving ; opened his window, said 
he would have a torn in the Gardens, the morning being so 
fine. It was ifow between 7 and 8. The l^alet then with- 
drew with the chocolate apparatus; bttt’had hardly shut the 
door, when he lieaid a deep sigh, and fall of something, — 
^ billet of wood from the fii’e ? ’ thought he ; — ^upon which, 
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humiBg back, he found it was the King, who had droptfroln 
his seatj if i1i attempting to ring the bell’ ^Kir^ said 
faintljj "^Call Amelia,’ and iristently died* Poor dea£>^melia 
(Friecirich’s old love^ now grown old and deaf) listened 
wildly for some faint sound from those lips ’’now mute forever. 
George Second was no more ; his grandson George Third was 
■now-'Kingd 

Intrinsically taken, this seemecF no very greats eyent for 
Friednl?!>, for Pitt, for England or mankind : but it proved 
otherwise. The merit of this poor King dqjpdhsed, who had 
led his Nation stumbling among the chimney-pots at such a 
rate in tliese mad German Wars for Twenty Years past, was, 
That he did now stand loyal to the Enterpiise, now when it 
had become sane indeed ; now when the Nation was broad 
awake, and a Captain had risen to guide it out of that perilous 
posture, into never-expected victory and triumph ! Poor old 
George had stood by his Pitt, by his Ferdinand, with a 
perfect loyalty at all turns ; and been devoted, heart and 
soul and breech.6S-pocket,^to completely beating Bourbon’s 
op|>ressive ideas out of Bourbon’s head. A little fact, but 
how important, then and there ! ♦ Under the Successor, all 
this may be diilerent : — ^ghastly beings, Old Tutors, I^avourites, 
Mothcr’s-Favourites, flit, as yet invisible, on the new back- 
stairs :—should Bute and Company get into the foreground, 
people will then know how important it was. Walpole 

yilie Yorkes' (Ex-Chancellor Hardwkke feople) ^had long distasted 
this War * : yes, and been painfully obliged to hold their ttujgues : ^ but 
now/ witluii a month or so of the {)la King^s death, there was piihlislie#, 
under l^rord II,‘irdwic®s countenance, a Tract setting forth the burden 
and ill-policy of our German measures. It was called Oonmderations on 
t}io Germmi ; was ably written, and changed many xnen^s minds." 
Iliis is the fauious ^Maiiduit Pamphlet": first of tljose small stones, 
from the sling of Opposition not obliged to be dormant, which are now 
begimnng to rattle oa Pitt/s Olympian Dwelling-place, — high really as 
Olympus, in comparison with others of the kind, ■•but which unluckily is 

^ Old Newspapers (in OmtlmafUs Magazine^ xxx. 486-88). 
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ma^e of like the rest of them I The slinger of this first resomiding 
little missile^ Walpole informs ns^ was ^ oxie MaudiHt, formerly a Dis- 
senting f'eacher^*— son of a Dissenting Minister in Bermondsey^ I hear, 
and perhaps himself onee a Preacher^ hut at present concerned with 
Factorage of ^Fool on the great scale ; got soon, afterwards promoted to 
he Head of the Customhouse in Southampton, so lovely did he ^Beem to 
Bute and Company. ^ How^ agreeable bis politics w'ere to the interior 
of the Court, soon appeared by a place ^ (Southampton Customhouse) 
^ being bestowed on him by Lord Bute/ A fortunate Maudiiit* yet a 
stupidly tisig^cal ; bad such C destiny in English History I Hear 
Walpole a little farther, on Mauduit, and on other things tlien nisonant 
to Arlington Stro^ in a way of their own, ^ To Sir Borate Mann ' (at 
Florence) ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ Movemhtr 14^/e, 1700* (tenth niglit after Tm*gau), * * * We 

are all in guns and bonfires for an unexpected victory of the King 
of Prussia over Daun; but as no particulars are yet arrived, there are 
doubters/ 

^ .Decmher Bihy 17^0* 1 have received the samples of brocadella/ 

•** * ^ 1 shall send you a curious Pamphlet, the only work I almost 
ever kne\r that changed the opinions of many. It is called Oo^isideratiom 
an the Present Qernian War^^ and is WTitten by a wholesale Wolieii- 
Draper* (connected wdth Wool, in some w^ay; ^Factor at BlackNvell 
Plall,* if that mean Dj’aper and a growing man ever after ; came to be 
^ Agent for Massachusetts,* on the Boston-jTm occasion, and again did 
Tracts ; was ^ President of the * — in short, %vas a conspicuous"^ Vice- 
president, so- let us define him, of The general Anti-Penalty or Life- 
made-Soffc Association, with Cause of civil and religious Liberty all over 
the World, and suchlike ; and a Mauduit eomfoi^tabiy resonant in that 
way till he died ^ but the materials are supposed to be furnished by 
the faction of the Yorkes. The coxifirmation of the King of Prussia’s 
victory jiear Torgau does liot prevent the disciples of the Pamphlet from 
thinkings that the best thing which could happen for us would bo to have 
that Monareh’s head shot oiL* (Hear, hoar I) — 

^ There are Letters from the Hague* (what foolish taters do fiy about, 
mv friend 1), that say Daun is de;*^! of his wounds. If he is, I shall 
begin to believe that the King of Prussia %viil end -successfully at last/ 
(Oil !) it has lieen the fash ion to cry-down Daun ; but, as much as 
the King of l*russia may admire himself* (does immensely, according to 
our Selwyu informations), ^ I dare say he would have been glad to be 

^ ‘London s Printed for John Wilkie, at the Bihie, in St. PauPs Churchyard, 
X76 i/ adds my poor Co|)y {a frugal i2mo, of pp. 144), not adding of what 

• , ^ Chalmers, iBciicmry i IJterdr)f Anecdotes i etc. etc. 
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matched with one much more like himself than one so opposite a%the 
Marshal.' ^ 

^ Janum^y 1761, The German War is not so popular as yoi^ imagine, 
either in the Closet or in the Nation.' ^ (Enough, enough.) / 

Tlie Mauduit Pamphlet, which then n produced such an 
'effect, Is still to be met in old Collections and on Bookstalls; 
but produces little save weariness to a modern reader. 
^ Hanover not in real danger,’ argiies he ; if the French had 
it, tT-^ild not they, all Europe ordering* them, have "to give it 
u}> again ? ’ Give it up, — -grati% or in r^rn for Canada 

r. Wh 


and Pondichery, Mauduit does not say. Which is an im- 
portant omission ! But MauduiPs grand argument is that of 
expense ; frightful outlay of money, aggravated by ditto 
mismanagement of same. 

A War highly expensive, he says — (and the truth is, Pitt 
was never stingy of money : ‘ Nearly the one thing we have 
in any plenty ; be frank in use of that, in an Enterprise so 
ill-provided otherwise, and involving life and death ! ’ thinks 
Pitt) ; — ‘ dreadfully expensive,’ urges Mauduit, and gives some 
instances of Comnussariat moneys signally wasted, — ^iiot by 
Pitt, but by the stupidity of Pitt’g War Offices, Commissariat 
Offices, Offices of all kinds ; not to be cured at once by any 
Pitt : — How magawnes of hay were shipped and re-shipped, 
carried hither, thither, up this river, down that (nobody 
knowing where the war-horses would be that were to eat it) ; 
till at length, when 4t had reached almost the value of bohea 
tea, the right place of it w^as found to be Emden (nearest to 
Britain from the first, had one but tnowii), and not a horse 
would now taste it, so spoiled was the article ; all horgps 
snorted at it, ajrxthey would have done at bohea, never so 
expensive.^ These things are incident to British warfare ; 
also to Swedish, and to all warfares that have their War 
Offices in an imaginai’y state, — state much to be abhorred by 

^ Waipoie^ Leiters to Sir Horace Mann (Lond. 1S43), i, 6, 7, 

* Mauduit (towards the end) has a story of that tehor, — particulars not worth 
vcZtfying. 
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ewy saue creature : but not to be mended all at once by the 
noblest of men, into whose hands they ars. suddenly thrast 
for sa\^ng his Nation, Conflagration to be quenched ; and 
your buckets all in hideous leakage, ^ like buckets of the 
Danaides : — ^yoiir ^one course is, ply them, pour witk them, 
;-such,as' they^'am.,:-,-, 

Mauduit points out farther the enormous fortunes realised 
hy ; : a , swihd ling; set ' of A rn^-Furnishers, . Hebrews' mainly,^ ' and';; 
unheaiitfful to look oru Alas, yes ; this too is i^/thing 
incident to the^ case ; and in a degree to all such c‘ases, and 
situations of sudden crisis ;~have not we seen Jew E})hraim 
grcnving rich by the copper money even of a Friedrich P 
Christian Protestants there are, wdthal, playing the same 
game on a larger scale, Herr Schimmel inarm 
man^) the Bane, for instance, — Dane or Holsteiner, — is 
(‘oining false money for a Duke of Holstein-Plon, who has 
not a Seven- Years War on his hands. Diligently coining, 
this Jlouldy Individual ; still more successfully, is trading in 
Friedrich’s Meissen China (bought in the cheapest market, 
>soId in the deai^^st); has at Hamburg his‘~-CAiictioh ^-df 
Meissen Porcelain,’ steadily going on, as a new commercial 
institutioiT of that City; — and, in short, by assiduously 
labouring in such harvest-fields, gathers a colossal fortune, 
100,000?., 800,000?., or I will not remember what. Gets 
^ ennobled,** furthermore, by a Danish Government prompt to 
recognise human merit : Elephant Orde^, Dannebrog Order ; 
no Order good enough for this Mouldyrnan of merit ; ^ — and 
is, so far as I know, begetting Nobles,’ that is to say, Vice- 
Kings and monitory Exemplars^ for the Danish People, to this 
<iay, I/it us shut-down the iron lid on alt-that, 

MauduiPs Pamphlet, if it raised in the abhorrent unthink- 
ing English mind some vague notion, as probably it did, 
that Pitt was ^responsible for these things, or was in a sort 
the cause or author of them, might produce some effect 
against him. ^ a splash is this yon are making, you 

^ Prevss, it 391, 282, eto. 
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Great Commoner ; wetting everybody's feet, — as our Mauduit 
proves; — #bife 4iho Conflagration seems to be going out, 
if you let it alone!' For the heads of men resc^Able— 
My friend, I wall not tell you what they, in multitudinous 
instances, resemble. * 

But Ihus has woollen Mauduit, from his private camp 
(« Clement's Lane, Lombard Street,’ say the Dictionaries), 
shot, at a very high object, what pig^on's-egg or small pebble 
he tlie first of many such that took that aim ; with 

weak though loud-sounding impact, but with ^snlts — results 
on King Friedrich in particular, \vhich w^ere stronger than 
the Cannonade of Torgau ! As will be seen. For within 
year and day, — Mauduit and Company making their noises 
from without, and the Butes and Hardwickes working inces- 
santly with such rare power of leverage and screwage in the 
interior parts, — a certain Quasi-Olympian House, made of 
glass, will He in sherds, and the ablest and noblest man in 
England see himself forbidden to do England any service 
farther : ‘ Not needed more, Sir ! Go you, — and look at 
forjsthe remainder of your life ! ’ 

King Friedrich m the Apel House at Leipzig (8th 
December 1760— 17th March 1761) 

Fi'iedrich's Winter in the Apel House at Leipzig is of 
cheeifuler character tj[i.an we might imagine. Endless sore 
business he doubtless has, of recruiting, financiering, watching 
and providing, wliich grows more diffiBult year by year ; but 
he has subordinates that work to his signal, and an orgamse(| 
machinery for busii^^ss such as no other man. And solace- 
ments there are withal : his Books he has about him ; 
weleonier than'ever in .such seasons : Friends too, — he is not 
solitary; jior neglectful of resources. Faithful D'Argens 
came at once (stayed tiM the middle of March) : ^ D'Argens, 

^ (Euvrs^ ds FrMiricy xk. 2x2, 213. Sends a Courier to conduct D’Argens 
‘/«?^aecember 8th ’ j * arst March/ D’Argens is back at Berlin. 
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Quintus Icilius, English Mitchell; these three almost daily 
bore him company. Till the middle of J^uary, also, he had 
his tvi o Nephews with him (§,oiis of his poor deceased Brother, 
the kic tragic Prince of Prussia), — th^ elder of whom, Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, became King afterwards ; the vsecoirf, Henri 
by name, <licd suddenly of small-pox within about seven yeai^ 
hence, to the King's deep and sore grief, who liked Mm the 
better ^of the two, TMir ages respectively are now about 
16 and 14.^ TiCeir appetite for dancing, and their gay 
young 'vays,^e pleasant now and afterwards to the old Uncle 
in his grim element.*^ 

Music, too, he had ; daily evening Concert, though from 
himself there is no fluting now. One of his Berlin Concert 
people who had been sent for was Fasch, a virtuoso on I know 
not what instrument, — ^but a man given to take noti^ of things 
about him. i^aseh was pahifully surprised to see his King so 
altered in the interim past: ^bent now% sunk into himself, 
gi’owui old ; to whom these five years of war-tumult and 
anxiety, of sorrow and hard toil,^had given a dash of gloomy^ 
seriousness and melancholy, w-hich was in strong contrast^vith 
his former vividly brigM expression, and was not natural to 
his years.' ^ 

From D'Argens there is one authentic Anecdote, worth 
giving. One evening D'Argens came to him; entering his 
Apartment, found him in a situation very unexpected ; which 
has been memorable ever" since. * Oi>e evening ' (there is no 
date to it, exee})t vaguely, as above, December 1760 — -March 
1761), ^IPArgens, entering the King's Apartment, found him 
-sitting on the? ground w^ith % big platter of fried meat, from 
which he was feeding his dogs. He bid a little rod, with 
which he kept order among them, and shoved the best bits 
to his favourites. The Marquis, in astonishment, recoiled a 

i Henri, born ^oth Deccmberi747,die(3 26th May if 67 j—Friisdneh Wilhelm, 
afterwards Friedrich Wilhelm n. (sometimes called Dsr Dkke^ The Big), born 
2$th. December 1744; King, 17th Angust 17S6 ; died l6th November i797» 

^ Letters, etc. in Seining. > 

® Zelteris Lifi '£>fFmck {dted ia JPrmsSf it 27S), ' ■ 
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step, struck his hands together, , and exclaimed : wi The Five 
Great Powers of Europe, who have sworn alKanee,-and con- 
spired to undo the Marquis de Brandebourg, how* migit they 
puzxle their heads to giiess what he i^iow doing I Scheming 
BOjne d^gerous plan for the next Campaign, think they; 
collecting funds to have money for it ; studying about maga- 
ijine-s for man and horse; or he is deep in negotiations to 
divide his enemies, and get new alliel for himself? Not a bit 
of ail SM, He is sitting peaceably in his room, and feeding 
his dogs ! ^ ^ 

Interview with Herr Professor Gellert (Thursday 
18th December 1760) 

Still more celebrated is the Interview with Gellert; though 
I cannot say it is now more entertaining to the ingenuous 
mind. One of Friedrich’s many Interviews, this Winter, with 
the Learned of Leipzig University ; for he is a born friend 
of the Muses so-called, and iiever neglects an opportunity. 
Woilrierful to see how, in such an environment, in the depths 
of mere toil and tribulation, with h whole breaking world 
lying on his shoulders, as it were, — ^he always shows such 
appetite for a snatch of talk with anybody presumably of 
sense, and knowledge on something ! 

This Winter, say the Books, « he had, in vacant intervals, 
a great deal of commuliing with the famed of Leipzig Uni- 
versity’; this or the other famed professor, — Winkler, 
Ernesti, Gottsched again, and others, coming to give account, 
each for himself, of ^vhat he professed to be teaching in the ^ 
world : ^ on the Natural Sciences, more especially the Moral ; 
on Libraries, on^Ilare Books. Gottsched was able to satisfy 
the King on one point ; namely, That the celebrated passage 
of St. John’^ Gospel — J There are Three that hmr record '" — 
was not in the famous ^lanuscript of the Vienna Library ; 
Gottsched^ having himself examined that important Codew^ 

^ Preuss, ii. 282. 
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h[id found in the text nothing of said Passage^ but merelj^ 
written on the margins a legible intelbalation of it^ in 
Melar ehthoifs hand Liitliers in his Versions never had it 
at all* ^ A Gottsohed inclined to the Sociiiian view ? Not 
the least consequence to Friedrich or us ! Our business is 
/exdusively ; with'Giellert ;:here ■ 

* Refvjcrs Icive lienrd of "teller!; ; there are, or there were, English 
Writings ahout him, /Jit-es*, m- jt forget what : ftnd in his native Protestant 
vSaxony, amonff all classes, especially the higher, lie had, in those years 
and onwards & his death, such a popularity’^ and real splendour of 
authority as no man before or since. Had risen, against his will in 
some sort, to be a real Pope, a practical Oracle in those parts. In his 
modest bachelor lodging " (age of Mm five-and^forty gone) Hie has 
sheaves of Letters d«aily, — about affairs of the conscience, of the house- 
hold, of the heart: from some evangelical young lady, for example, 

Shall I marry km^ think you, O my Father ?” and perhaps from her 
Papa, Siiall .9/^c, think you, O my ditto?” — Sheaves of Letters ; and of 
oral consuiters suclt crowds, that the poor Oracle vras obliged to appoint 
special hours for that branch of his business. His class-room (he lectures 
on Morahy some Theory of Moral Senthnenty or suchlike) is crowded with 
*^blue uniforms” (ingenuous Prussian^'Officers eager to Sear a OelIert)f 
in these Winters. Rugged Hulsen, this very season, who comm^ds in 
Freyberg; Country, alleviated the poor Village of Hainichen from certain 
official infixetioBs, and bids the poor people say, ^^It is because Gellert 
w^as born among youl” Plainly the Trismegistus of mankind at that 
date : — who is now, as usual, become a surprising Trismegistus to the 
new generations ! 

^He Iiad wTilten certain thin Books, all of a thin languid nature; 
but rational, clear; especially a Book of^Fabkn in Versey wdxich are 
watery, but not wholly water, and have still a languid flavour in them 
for readers. His Bmtk on Ltdfer’-nmiiny was of u.^e to the rising genera- 
tion, in its time, i'learly an jimiable, ingenious, correct, altogether 
good man ; of pious mind,— and, what was more, of stidctly orthodox, 
according to the then Saxon standard in the ffest circles, llxis was the 
figure of Im Life for the last fifteen years of it ; and he was now aboxxt 
the middle of that culminating period. A modest, despondent kind 
of man, given to Hidigestkms, dietetics, hypochondria : neat figure 

and dress ; nose hooked, but not too muvh ; eyes mournfully blue and 
beautiful, fine open brow”;— a fine countenance, and fine soul of 


^ 'Mddm-GesckkkUy vi. 596., 
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#01% poor Gellert ; punctual like the cnumi-ciock at amne service, 
ill all weathers/^ ^ ^ 

^ A man of some re«^ intellect and melody ; some, l>y no means mucli; 
who was of amiable meek demeanour ^ studious to oifend nobod^ , and to 
do whatever good he coiild^hy the established methods and who, what 
was the g»eat secret of his success, was of orthodoxy perfect and eminent. 
Wjiora, accordingly, the whole w’orld, polite Saxon orthodox world, 
hailed as its Evangelist and Trismegistus. Essentially a commonplace 
man ; but ivho emjiioyed himself in beautifying and illuminating the 
commonplace of his day and generation ;-4nfinitely to the satisfaction of 
said geufcr^tion. How charming that you shouli make thinkable to us, 
make vocal, musical and comfortably certain, what we^wre all inclined 
to think 5 you creatur^ plainly divine ! ” And the homages to Gellert 
were unlimited and continual, not pleasant all of them to an idlish man 
in w'eak health. 

^ Mitchell and Quintus Icilius, who are often urging on the King that 
anew German Literature is springing up, of far more importance than 
the King thinks, have spoken much to him of Gellert the Trismegistus ; 
—and at length, in the course of a ten days from Friedrich's arrival here, 
actual Interview ensues. The Dialogue^ though it is but dull and watery 
to a modern palate, shall be given entire, for the sake of one of the 
Interlocutors. Tlie Eeport of it, gleaned gradually from Gellert himself, 
and printed, not long afterwards, from his manuscripts or those of others, 
la to taken as perfectly faithful. Gellert, writing to his inquiring 
Friend Eabener (a tlien celebrated Berlin Wifc), describes, from Leipzig, 
^*^29th January 1760,'* or about six weeks after the event: '^^'How, one 
day about the middle of December, Quintus Icilius suddenly came to my 
poor lodging here, to carry me to the King.” Am too ill to go. Quintus 
will excuse me today ; but will return tomorrow, when no excuse shall 
avail Did go accordingly next day, Thursday 18th December, 4 o^clock 
of the afternoon; and continued till a quarter to 6. ^^Had nothing of 
fear in speaking to the King? Recited my MMer Athen.** King said, 
at parting, he would send for me again. .‘ 7 ¥ English Ambassador” 
(Mitchell), ^^an excellent man, was probably the cause of the King's wish 
to see ma” .... ^^ The King spok% sometimes German, sometimes # 
French ; i mostly Gormaq^.'* ^ As follows : 

King. Are you ^Er) the Professor Gellert ? ” 

^eiieri, Tea, IhroMaJestat/* 

- % <1 

^ Jordens, Lexikm Demuh^ MichUr und Prosaktm (Leipzig, 1807), ii. 54^68 
<§ Geikrt). 

Gdkrfs ^ruf%vuhsel mit Demoiselle Luemst hermtsgegehen^ mn F. A* Fieri 
CX^ipzigy x 8Z3), pp. 629, 631, 
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« E^ng. ^^The Elnglisli Ambassador has spoken highly of you to me. 
Where do you come ^ 

Qeilert From Hainichen^ near Freyberg/’ 

Kin^ "Have not you a brother at Freyberg?” 

^^Yedyllirolfajestiit,** ^ 

JYhig, Tell me*vvhy we have no good German Authors,” • 
il/o/or Quintm Icilius (imta in a word). "Your Majesty^ yhu see^llere 
one before you;— one whom the French themselves have translated, 
calling him tlie German La Fontaine I ” 

King» "That is much. Hhve you read La Fontaine ?” 

Geilert, "Yes, your Majesty; hut have not imitated: I ^Df^original 
{wh bin ein Origmaiy* 

King, " ^Yelv tins is one good Author amon§ the Germans ; but why 
have not we more ? ” 

GelkrL " Your Majesty has a prejudice against the Germans/* 

King* ; 1 can't say that {Nein ; das kann ich nicht sagen),** 

Geikrt "At least, against German writers." 

Well, perhaps. Why have we no good Historians? Why 
does no one undertake a Translation of Tacitus?” 

Geilert "Tacitus is difficult to translate | and the French themselves 
have but bad translations of him.” 

King* lliat is true (Da hat Er Beclity* 

Geilert "And, on the whole, various reasons may be given why the 
Germans have not yet distinguished tfiemselves in every ^iiid of 
While Arts and Sciences wei-e in their flower among ’the Greeks, the 
Homanswere still busy in War. Perhaps this is the Warlike Era of the 
Germans perhaps also they have yet wanted Augustuses and Louhs« 
Fourteenths 1 ” 

King* would you wish one Augustus, then, for all G^- 

manyl ** ^ 

Geilert "Not altogether that; I could wish only that every Sove- 
reign encouraged men of genius in his owu^oimtry,” 

King (starting a new subject). Have you never been out of Saxony ?” 
Geilert I have been in Berlin.” 

King, " You should tnn^eL” 

Geilert " Ihro MajcstlU^ for that I need., two things, — health and 
;':meanB/* 

King* "What is your com^daint? Is it dm gekhrte Kmnkheit 
(Disease of the Learned,” Dyspepsia so called)? " I have myself suffered 
from that Fwlll prescrlBe for you. You must ride daily, and take a 
dose of rhubarb every week,” 

Gelkrt, Ach^ I^ro MajesiM ; if the horse were as weak as I am, he 
would be of no use to me; if he were stroj^er, I shoulcLbe too weak 
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to manage him,** (Mark this of the Horse^ however j a tale hang# 
hy it.) ^ 

Kinff, '^^Then you must drive out.” 

Gellert, ‘’^For that I am deficient in tlie means.” 

Mng. Ycs^ that is true^ that is what Authors in Beutscli- 

lanJ are iS^^ays deficient in. I suppose tliese are bad times^ are not 

\they?”.:' ; 

GeUert Ja wohl; and if your Majesty would grant us Peace {den 
fh'eden gehen woUten ) — « 

A1?2^>^*How caul? Have not you heard^thesi? There are three of 
them agair^st me {Es nindja drci wider mieh) ! ” 

Geikrt I have mor 4 to do with the Ancients and tjielr History than 
with the Moderns.” 

King (changing the topic). What do you think, is Homer or Virgil 
the finer as an Epic Poet } ” 

Gellert Homer, as the more original.” 

King, ^^But Virgil is much more polished (viel polirier).** 

Gellert We are too far removed from Homer* s times to judge of 
his language. I trust to Quinctilian in that respect, who prefers 
Homer.” 

King, ^^But one should not he a slave to the opinion of the 
Ahcients*” j 

Geliert ^^Nor am I that. I Mlow them only in cases where, owing 
to th^distance, I cannot judge for myself.” ^ 

Major Imlim (again giving a slight fillip or su^estion). /^ He,” the 
Herr Professor here, has also treated of German Letter ’-writing^ and has 
published specimens.” 

Kmg, But have you written against the Chancery Etyhy then” 

(the painfully solemn style, of ceremonial and circumlocution ; Letters 
written so as to be mainly wig and buckram ) } 

GeUert Achjaj that ha?s0 J, Ihro Majeetlit !” 

King* But why doesuT it change ? The Devil must be in it {Er ut 
etwas Verteufeltee), They bring mo whole shetts of that stuff, and I can 
make nothing of it 1 ” 

Gellert If your Majesty cannot alter it, still less can I. I can only# 
recommend, where you cl^mmand,” 

King, Can you repeat any of your Fables } ” 

■Gellert I doulJi it ,* my memory is very treacherous.” 

King, Bethink you a little; I will wal^ about** (<|ellert bethinks 
Mm, brow puckered. King, peeing the brow unpucker itself.) 
have you one?** 

Gelkrf, *^^Yes, your Majesty : The Fainter,** GSllert recites (^ voice 
plaint??^ and hollow*; somewhat preachy, I should doubt, but not 
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cracked or skrieky);— we condense kirn into prose abridgment for 
English readers ; Oennan can, iook at the bottom t f the page : ^ 

‘A prudent Painter in Athens, more intent on excellence than on money, had 
done a 0 r 1 of War ; and S(3nt for a real Critic to $ive liim hie opinion of it. On 
survey, the Critic shook his head *. Too much Alt visible ; won’t do, my friend !’* 
Tho Painter strove to think otherwise ; and was still arguing, when a young'^^iix- 
comb’ (firccA*, Caxvk) ’stept in: *‘Gods, what a masterpiece I ” cried he at the first 
glance j *^Ah, that foot, those os(piisitoly«v/rought toe-nails; helm, shield, mail, 
what opuiejice of Art I” The sorrowliil Painter looked penitentially at the real 
Critic, looked at his brush ; and the hifstaut this (xeck was gone, struck-out his God 
ofWar.’” 

Alng. And fjw Moral ? '* 

Gdkri (still reciiiiig) : 

* When the Critic does not like thy Bit of Writing, it is a bad sign for thee | 
but when the fool admires, it is time thou at once strike it out.’ ” 

Kmg, That is excellent ; very fine indeed. You have a something 
of soft and flowing in yonv verses ; them I understand altogether. But 
there was Gottsched, one day^ reading me his Translation of IpUgenk ; 
1 had the French Copy in my hand^ and could not understand a word of 
him ” (a Swan of Saxony, labouring in vain that day) ! They recom- 
mended me another Poet, one Peitsch ** (Herr Peitsch of Konigsberg, 
Hofarth, Doctor and Professor tliere^ Gottsched's Master in Art ; edited 
by Gottsched thirty years ago ; now become a dumb idol, though aCpne' 
time a god confessed)^ him I flung awuy.” 

^ kluger Makr in Atkerit 
D&r minder, wil man ihn hezhalie, 

AU *mtil itr Bhre %mhU, madU, 

Liesi einen Kenner einst 4m Mars im 
Bilde sehn, 

Und bat sich seine Meimmg aus, 

Der Kenner sagt ihm fret hcram, 

Bass ihm das Rild nkhtganz gef alien 
woUte, 

JJnd dass es, am recht schim zn stin, 

Weil minder Kunst verrathen sollte, 

' - y - B 'er W 

Der Kenner siritt mit ihm ans GrUn* 
den, 

Und Imnnt ihn dock nicht uberminden, 

GUkh irai eim junger Geek kerek, 

:■ .moeal.:' 

Wenn deine Schrift dem Kenner Doch^ wenit sie gar des Narrm Lob 
nicktgefdUt, 7 erkdlt, 

$0 ist e$ sekm dn Bses Zekhen; So ist es Zeit, sie auszusiretdkm.*^^ 

Leipzig, 1840; i* 135*) 


Und nahm das Bild in Augenschein* 

* 0,' fief er, *Bei dem ersten Blicke, 
ihr Goiter, wekh dn Mdsterstiicke / 
Aeh, wslcher Fziss I O, wiegeschkM 
Sind nkkt die Nagel amgedrUckt I 
Mars leht durchans in diesem Bilde» 
Wie vie'k Kunst, wie viele Prackt 
Ist in dem Helm wid in dem Sehilde, 
Und in der Kustung angebrachi P 
Der Makr wtxrd hschiimt geriekrei, 
l/nd sah dm Kenner Maglich an, 

* Nun,* spr{*sht er, *Hn ich MberfUkretf 
Ihr haht mir nicht zu vulgeihand 
Derjunge Geek watt kaum Mnaus, 

Si} strkh er seinen Kriegsgott ausi* 
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mkrt Ihro Mitjmtrn, inm I also fling aw»y, , ^ 

King, Well^ if 1 |C)ntinue here^ you iiuist come again often ; bring 
your Fahks with you, and read me sometliing/' 

Gdkrt. I know not if I can read «veli ; I ba\^e the singing kind of 
tone, native to tbe Hill C(^mtry,” # 

J^ing, Silesians. No, you must •read me tbe FahM 

yourself; they lose a great deal otherwise. Come back soon.” ^ {Exit 
Gellert), 

King (to Icilius, as \re learn from a different Record). *^^That is quite 
anotb^ man than Gottsched 1 ” {Exeunt %mnm,) 

% ■ . 

The modest Gellert says he * remembered Jesus Sirach’s 

adviee^^ Press not thyself on I{mg\% and never came back ’ ; 
nor was specially sent for, in the hurries succeeding ; though 
the King never quite forgot him. Next day, at dinner, the 
King said, * He is the reasonablest man of all the German 
Literary People, Cest le phis raisonnable de tans les Savam 
Alkmands.^ And to Garve, at Breslau, years afterwards: 
‘ Gellert is the only German that will reach posterity ; his 
department is small, but he has worked in it with real 
felicity.’ And indeed the King had, before that, as practical 
restilt of the Gellert Dialogue, managed to set some Berlin 
Bookseller upon printing of these eligible ^afjles^ ^ for the use 
of our Prussian Schools ’ ; in which and other capacities the 
Fables still serve with acceptance there and elsewhere.^ 

In regard to Gellert’s Horse-exercise, I had still to re- 
member that Gellert, not long after, did get a Horse ; two 
successive tlorses ; both highly remarkable. The first 
especially ; which was Prince Henrf s gift : The Horse 
Prince Henri had ridden at the Battfe of Freyberg ’ (Battle 
to be mentioned hereafter) ; — quadruped that must have be^ 
astonished at iisclSI But a pretty enough gift from the 
warlike admiring Prince to his dyspeptic Great Man, This 
Horse having yielded to Time, the very Kurfurst (grandson 
of Polish -Majesty that now is) sent^ Gellert amother, housing 
and furniture compllte""; mounted on which, Gellert and it 

^ BHefwechsd mit DemoisdU Ludm (already cited), PP* ^ 3 ^ et seq. 

^ rreuss, ii, 274. 
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w^ere among the sights of I^ipzig ; — well enough known here 
to young Goethoj in his College days, who- used to meet the 
great man' and princely horse, and do salutation, with perhaps 
some twinkle of scepticism in the corner of his eye.^ Poor 
Gellert fell seriously ill in December ; to the fear and 
grief of all the world : ^ estafettes from the Kux’furst hiniSelf 
galloped daily, or oftener, from Dresden for the sick bulletin ’’ ; 
but poor Gellert died, alL the same (18th of that month); 
and have (really with patlietic thoughts, even we) id bid 
his amiable existence in this world, his bits of glories and 
him, adieu forever. 

Dialogue tdih Gcmral Saklern (in the Apel House, Leipzig, 

■ 21st January 1761);:;'' 

Four or five weeks after this of Gellead;, Friedrich bad 
another Dialogue, which also is partly on record, and is of 
more importance to us here : Dialogue with Major-General 
Saklern ; on a certain business, delicate, yet profitable to the 
doer, — nobody so fit for it as Saklern, thinks the King. 
Saldern is he wlrr did that extraordinary feat of packing the 
wi'ecks of battle on the Field of Liegnitsj ; a fine, clear* 
flowing, silent kind of man, rapid and steady, with a grmt 
deal of methodic and other good faculty in him, — more, 
perhaps, than he himself yet knows of* Him the King has 
sent for, this morning ; and it is on tjie business of Polish 
Majesty’s Royal Hmiting-Schloss at Hiiliertsburg,* — which is 
a thing otherwise worth some notice from us. 

For three months long the JCing had betm representing, in 
file proper quarters, wliat plunderings, ami riotous and even 
disgusting savageries, the Saxons had perpetrated at Chardot* 
tenburg, Schonhauseii, Friedrichsfeld, in October last, while 
masters there /or a few^days: but neither in Reichs Diet, 
where Plotho was eloquent, nor elsewhere by the Diplomatic 

Pichtung und Thdh ii. Biich 6 (in Gocthe*s xxv. $1 
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method, could he get the least redress^i or one civil word of 
regret. From Falish Majesty himself, to whom Friedrich 
remonstrated the matter, through the English Resident at 
Warsaw, Friedrich had expected repet ; but he got, none. 
Some thi^ik he had hoped that Polish Majesty, touched by 
these horrors of war, and by the reciprocities evidently liable 
to follow, might be induced to try something towards mediat- 
ing a General Peace: but Polish JVIajesty did not; Polish 
Maje.^y, answered simply nothing at all, mor would get into 
any correspondence : upon which Friedrich, possibly a little 
pkjued withal, had at length determined on rAaliation. 

Within our amtomnents, reflects Friedrich, here is Huberts- 
burg Schloss, with such a hunting apparatus in and around 
it ; Polish Majesty’s HertzUatt lid of the hearty as they 
call it ; breastbone, at least, and pit of his stomachy which 
inclines to nothing but hunting) : let his Hubertsburg become 
as our Charlottenburg is ; perhaps that will touch his feelings ! 
Friedrich had formed this resolution ; and, Wednesday 
January ^Ist, sends for Saldern, one of the most exact, deft- 
going and punctiliously honourable of all his Generals, to 
“execute it. Enter Saldern accordingly, — ^roydf Audience-room 
* in the JpeTsche Haus^ New Neumarkt, No. 16 ,’ as Shove ; — 
to whom (one ICiister, a reliable creature, reporting for us on 
Saldenfs behalf) the King says, in the distinct slowish tone 
of a King giving orders : 

King. Saldern, tomormw moniing you go’" {Er^ He goes) 
a detaclnnent of Infantry and iCavalry, in all silence, to Hubertsburg; 
beset the Schloss, get all the furnitures ♦carefully packed-up and 
invoiced. I want nothing with them ; the money they bring I mean 
to bestow on our Field Hospitals, allll wdll not forget ym in disposing 
of it."* 

^ Saldern, usually so prompt with his on any Order from the 

King, looks embarrassed, stands silent,— to the King’s great surprise ; 
—and after ^ moment or two says ; ^ ^ 

Balder ru Forgive mej your iMajesty: hut this is contrary to my 

honour and my oath.” 

King (s^ll in a calm tone). You would be rigllt to think so, if I did 
laot intend this desperate method for a good object Listen to me ; 
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gi»eat lords doB^’t feel it in tCicir scalp when their subjects are torn by the 
hair; one has to gin*p their own locks* as the only way to give them 
pain/^ These last words the King said in a sharper tone ; he again 
made his apology for the resolution he had formed ; and renewed Me 
Order. With the modesty usual to him, d>ut ako with manliness, 
Saldem replied :) * . ‘ 

BaMern, Order me, your Majesty, to attack the enemy and his 
batteries, I will on the iiibtant cheerfully obey ; but against honour, oatli 
and duty, I cannot, I dare jiot 1” 

^The hling,' with voice gi’adually rising, I suppose, ‘ repeats^ his 
demonstration tiiat the tiling was proper, necessary In the circumstances ; 
but Saldern, true h> the inward voice, answered steadily: 

Saldern. For tnis commission your Majesty will easily hrid anotlier 
person in my stead/’ 

King (^whirling hastily round, with an angry countenance,^ but, I 
should say, an admirable preservation of his dignity in such extreme 
case). BahUni^ Kr mil nicM rekh >Saldem, you refuse to 

become rich/’ And exit^ leaving Saldern to his own stiff courses.^ 

Nothing remained for Baldern but to fall ill, and retire from the 
Service ; which he did : a man honourably ruined, thought everybody ; 
— which did not prove to he the case, by and by. 

This surely is a remarkable Dialogue ; far beyond any of 
the Gellert kind. An absolute King and Coinmander-in-Chiefs 
and of such a ^ype in both characters, getting flat refusal 
once in his life (this once only, so far as I know), and how he 
takes it : — one wishes Klister, or somebody, had been able to 
go into more details 1 — Details on the Qaintus-Ieilius j^ro- 
cednre, which followed next day, would also have been rather 
welcome, had ICilster seen good. It h well known, Quintus 
Icilius and his Battalion, on order m>w given, went cheerfully, 
next day, in Saldern^ stoul. And sacked Hubertsburg 
^astle, to the due extent <«or farther: 100,000 thalers 
(15, 00(E) were to be raised from it for the FiekhHospital 
behoof; the rest was to be Quintus's own; vrho, it was 
thought, made an excellent thing of it for himself. And in 
; hauling out furniture^, especially in selling them, Quintus 
having an enterprising sharp head in trade affairs", ^ it is 

■ * Kilster, des Cemral-Lieutemnl tf* Saltkrtt (Berliu, I7P3), ' 
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certain,’ says Kiister, as says everyboay, ^ various ScMndlMh 
heiten (scandals) li'curred, wliich were contrary to the King’s 
intention, and would not have happened under Saldeni.’ 
What the scandals particularly were, is not spedfieti to me 
a3sw.whc%*5 though I have searched up and* down; much less 
the net amount of money realised by Quintus. I know 
only, poor Quintus was bantered about it, all his life after, 
by tljis merciless King; and at Fotsdam, in years.,.coming, 
had aii>{)le time and admonition for what penitence was 
needful. >,, , 

‘ The case was much canvassed in the Army,’ says poor 
Kuster ; ‘ it was the topic in every tent among Officers and 
common Men, And among us Ai’my-Chaplains too,’ poor 
honest souls, ‘ the question of conflicting duties arose : Your 
King ordering one thing, and your own Conscience another, 
what ought a man to do ? IVhat ought an Army-Chaplain 
to preach or advise? And considerable mutual light in 
regard to it we struck out from one another, and saiv how 
a pnident Army-Chaplain might steer his way. Our general 
conSlusion ■was, That neither the King no^ Saldern could 
well be called wong. Saldern listening to the inkier voice ; 
right he, for certain. But withal the King, in his place, 
might judge such a thing expedient and fit ; perhaps Saldern 
himself would, had Saldern been King of Prussia there in 
January 1761.’ 

Sald<‘rn’s behaviour^ in his retirement was beautiful ; and 
after the Peace, he was rdjalled, and giade more use of than 
ever ; being indeed a model for Army arrangements and prq- 
cedures, and reckoned the complfetest General of Infantiry now 
left, far and near. "^The outcries made about Hubertsburg, 
which still linger in Books, are so considerable, one fancies the 
poor S(diloss must have been quite mined, and left standing 
m naked tA^eIIs. SucI^, Jbowever, we.\iy no me^ns find to be 
the case ; but, on the contrary, shall ourselves see that every- 
thing^w’^g.s got refitted there, and put into f^erfect order again, 
before 
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There are mine Wai^^movemeuts during Winter ; general 
Financicnng I)iJfimUw£ Cliouml projmes Peace 

J^ebniary there fell out, at I^angenHakaj on 

Unstmt, in Gotha Country, a bit of sharp fighting ; done by 
Friedrich'^s people and Duke Ferdinand's in concert ; which, 
and stilk more what follof^'^ed on it, made some noise in^the 
cpuet months. Not a great thing, this of I^angensakp'^ but a 
sudden, and successfidly done; costing Bi^oglio some ^,000 
prisoners ; and the ruin of a considerable Post of his, which 
he had lately pushed out thither, to .seize the ITnstrut,’’ as 
he hoped. A BrogHo grasping at more than he could hold, 
in those Thuringen parts, as elsewhere ! And, indeed, the 
Fight of Langensalza was only the beginning of a series of 
such; Duke Ferdinand being now upon one of his grand 
Winter- Adventures : that of suddenly surprising and explod- 
ing Broglio’s Winter-cjuarters altogether, «and rolling him back 
to Frankfurt for a lodging. So, that, since the first days of 
February, especially since Langensalza day, there rose suddenly 
a great d^l of rushing about, in those regions, with hard 
bits of fighting, at least of severe campaigning ; — which lasted 
two whole months ; — filling the whole world with noise that 
Winter ; and requiring extreme brevity from us here. It was 
specially Duke Ferdinand^’s Adventure ; Friedinch going on it, 
as per bargain, to the L?ingensalza entex prise, but no farther ; 
after which it did not nnieh concern Friedrich, nor indeed 
come to much r€.sult for anybody. 

k Strenuous Fcrdinarid, very Iniputiontof tli6 Cxjjttingen Imsiness, and 
provoked to see Broglio’s <|uarters extend into Hessen, stu near liand, far 
ike iirst time, silently determines to dislodge him. Bi^>gIio's chain of 
quarters, which goes from Frankfurt north as tar as Marburg, then turns 
«?ist to Ziegenhay*! ^ thence i%rth again to Cassel, to Mtinden with its 
befties and again east, or south-east, to La%dhsate even ; this oliaiii 
has shove 150 miles of^weak length ; and various other grave faults to 
the eye of Ferdinand,--*especlaily this, that it is in the form, an 

elbow only, or joinerVsquare, which is entirely to he disapproved, but 







CHAP. VI.] WINTEE-QUABTERS, 1760-61 S49 

Dec, x 76 o»Apni 176x1 , , 

even of two elbows ; In fact, of the pmjik a chair (if readers had a 
Map afc hand), ^ Foot of the chair is Frankfurt ; seat part is from ]V3hr- 
bur^ to Ziegenhayn f hack part, near where Ferdinand lies in chief force, 
is the Cassel region, on to Munde|i, 's^iich is top of tlie hack, — still 
backwards from which, th^re is a kind of proud curl or overlapning, down 
to I^n/#ujsals 5 a in Gotha Country, which greedy; Broglio has likewise 
gBtsped ! Broglio's friends say he himself knew the faultiness of this 
ng’iag form, hut had been overruled. Ferdinand certainly knows it, and 
proceed.? to act upon it. 

"Jn, profound silence, namely, ranks# himself {February ljitA2th) in 
three Dydsions, wide enough asunder ; lnirsts»up sudden as 'lightning, 
at l^ugeiisalza and elsewhere ; kicks to pieces Broglie's Ohair-Prohle, 
kickS'Out especially the bottom part, which ruins j^otli foot and back, 
these being disjointed thereby, and each exposed to be taken in rear ; 
— and of course astonishes Broglio not a little ; but does not steal his 
presence of mind. 

*’So that, in effect, Broglio had instantly to quit Cassel and wmrm 
lodging, and take the field in person; to burn his Magazines; and, 
at* the swiftest rate permissible, condense himself, at first partially about 
Fulda (well dow n the leg of his chair), and then gradually all into one 
mass near Frankfurt itself ; — with considerable losses, loss especially of 
all his Magazines, full or half-full. And has now, except Marburg, 
Ziegenhayn and Cassel, no post between Gottingen and him. Ferdinand, 
wit|ji his Three Divisions, went storming along in the wild weather, 
Granby as vanguard ; pricking into the skirts of Broglio. Captured this 
and that of Corps, of Magazines that had not heen^t burnt ; laid siege 
to Cassel, siege to Ziegehhayn; blocked Marburg, not liaving guns 
ready ; and, for some three or four weeks, was by the Gazetteer world 
and general public thought to have done a very considerable feat; — 
though to himself, such w^ere the distances, difficulties of the season, of 
the long roads, it probably seemed very questionable whether, in the 
end, any feat at alL 

^ Classed he could not tak|, after a month's siege under the best of 
Siege-Captains; Ziegeiiliayn still less unier one of the worst. Pro- 
vbhuxs, ammunitions, w^ere not to be Iiad by force of wagonry : soant 
food for soldiers, doubly scant the food of Sieges'; — Hhe road futun 
Beverungen ' (w here Ihe \FeBer-boats have to stop, which is SO miles 
from Cassel, perhaps 00 from Ziegenhayn, and perhaps 100 from the 
outmost or southernmost of Ferdinand's parties) ‘^is paved with dead 
horses/ has even Cassel nearly e|iough of a^imunition : — in a 
word, Broglio, finding* the time comej bursts-up from his Frankfurt 
Position (March 14th -21st) in a sharp and determined manner; drives 
Fer^lhjJind's people back, beats the Erhprinz Mmself one day (by sur- 
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prisal^ compliment fo| LangeiiBalm”)> and sets liis people running* 
Ferdinand sees the affair to be over; and deliberately retires; lucky, 
perhaps, that he still can deliberately : and matteil return to their old 
posture. Broglio resumes his quarters, somewhat altered in shape, 
and not |uite so grasping as formerly ; and beyond his half-filled Maga* 
aines, lial lost notlyug considerable, or nnSe considerable jfchan has 
Ferdinand himself.' ^ 

The vital element in Fer<linand'’s Adventure was the Siege 
of Cassel ; all had to faij, when this, by defect of means, 
under Oie best of ^ munagernent, declared itself a^hdlnre. 
Siege-Captain was a Graf von Lippe-Eiickebnrg, Ferdinands 
Ordnance-Mastel, who is suppo.sed to be the Ijest Aitillery 
Officer in the world,’ — and is a man of great mark in military 
and other circles. He is Son and Successor of that ftintawtic 
Lippe-Biickebiirg, by whom Friedrich was introduced to Eree- 
Masonry long since. He has himself a good deal of the 
fantast again, but with a better basis of solidity beneath it. 
A man of excellent knowledge and faculty in various depart- 
ments ; strict as steel, in regard to discipline, to practice and 
conduct of all kinds ; a most punctilious, silently supercilious 
gentleman, of polite but privately irrefragable turn of nmich 
A tall, lean, dushy figure much seen-to by neighbours, as he 
stalks loftfly through this puddle of a world, on terms of his 
own. Concerning whom there circulates in military circles 
this Anealote, among many others ; — which is set dowm as a 
fact ; and may be, whether quite believable or not, a symbol 
of all the re.st, and of a man not unimportant in these Wars. 
^ Two years ago, on King Friedrich's birthday, 24th January 
1759, the Count had ^ select dinner-party in his tent in 
Fcrfinand’s Camp, in honour ^of the occasion. Dinner was 
well over, and wine handsomely flowing, .when somebody at 
last thought of asking, What is it, then, Herr Gi^af, that 
whistling kind of noise we hear every now ami then over- 
head ? « Thai k nothin|s” said the Graf, in his adm, dusky 

way : that is only my Artillery-people' practising ; I have 
bidden them hit the. pole of our tent if they can ; unhappily 
^ Tempelbof, v, 15-45 ; Mauvillou, it 155-148. ^ 
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there k not the slightest tlanger. I^ush the bottles 

Lippe-Buekeburg^was Siege-Captain at Cassel ; Commandant 
besieged was C^omte de Broglie, the MarshaFs younger 
Brother, formerly in the Dipfoinatic line 4 — whom we saw 
once, five years ago, tffc the Pirna Barrier, §.y into fine frenzy, 
aiui kific vainly against the pi'icks. Friedrich says once, 
to IFi\rgens or somebody : ^ I hope we shall soon have 
Cassel, and M, le Comte de BrogHo prisoner’ (deserves it for 
his^ie frenzies, at Pirna and since); — but that coihfort was 
denied msr :■ 

Some careless Bboks say, I'riedrich had aif first good hopes 
of this Enterprise; and ^had hhuself lent 7,000 men to it’; 
which is the fact, but not the whole fact. Friedrich had 
approved, and even advised this plan of Ferdinand’s, and had 
agreed to send 7,000 men to cooperate at Langensalza, — 
wiiich, so far out in Thiiringeii, and pointing as if to the 
Ileichsfolk, is itself an eye-sorrow to Friedrich. The issue we 
have seen. His 7,000 went accordingly, under a General 
Syfaurg ; met the Ferdinand people (General Sporken head of 
thege, and Walpole’s ^ Conway ’ one of them) ; found the 
TJnstrut in flood, but crossed nevertheless/ dashed-in upon 
the French and Saxons there, and made a brilliant thing of it 
at Langensalza.^ Which done, Syburg instantly withdrew, 
leaving Sporken an^ his Conways to complete the Adventure ; 
and, for his paart, set himself with his whole might ^ to raising 
contributions, recruit^ lionses, proviants, over Thuringen ’ ; 
‘ which,’ says TempelJioL ^ had been his grand errand there, 
and in which, he succeeded wonderfully.’ 

Towards the end of Ferdinand’s Afiair, Cassel Siege now 
evidently like to ft^l, Friedrich organised a small Expedition 
for his own behoof : expedition into Voigtland, or Franken- 
land, against"^ the intrusive Ileichs-people, — who have not 
now a Broglio or Langensalza toft^look acrqps to, but are 

« I* ^ ^ 

^ Archenhoitz, ii. 356 j Zimmermann, Binsamkeit^ iii, 461 ; etc. 

® Berkhtvon der bey Langensalza am 1 $ Februar vergefalienen Action 
fia Bcylagen, Hi, 5^5)* Tempelhof, v. 22-27. 
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jqjischkvous upon our futposts on the edge of the Voi^land 
yonder. The expedition lasted only ten ^ays {April it 
left quarters; April was home again); a sharp, swift 
and ver| pretty expedition ; V of which^we can here say only 
that it was beauiifully impressive on ^the Reichs gentlemen, 
and sent their Croateries and them home again, to Ijamfierg, 
to Eger, quite over the horizon, in a considerably flumed 
state* After which theip was no Small-War farther, and 
evetyboSy rested in ^cantonment, making ready till the"^reat 
should come. 

The Prussian wx)unded are all in Leipzig this Winter ; a 
crowded stirring Town ; young Archenholtz, among many 
others, going about in convalescent state,- — not attending 
Gellert^s course, that I hear of, — but noticing vividly^ to 
right and left* Much difficulty about the contributions, 
Archenholtz obseiwes — of course an ever-incre4ising difficulty, 
here as everywhere, in regard to finance ! From Archenholtz 
chiefly, I present the following particulars ; wliich, though in 
loose form, and without date, except the general one of 
Winter 1760-6?, to any of them, are to be held substantially 
correct. ^ 

^ is impossible to pay that Contribution/* exclaim the 

Leipmgers ; ^^you said, long since, it was to be 75,000/. on us by the 
year ; and this year you rise to 100,0004 ; more than double I ” — 

Perhaps that is because you favoured the Rekhsfolk while here?** 
answ'CT the I’russians, if they answer anything : is the King’s ordex*. 

Fay it you must/'* — Cannot; simply in possible/* Possible, we tell 
you, and ako certain ; we Will burn your Leipzig if you don*t T* And 
tBey actuall}^, these (.'ollector fellows, a stony-hearted set, who had a 
percentage of their own on the sums levied, got soldiers drawn out more 
than once pitch-link in hand, as if for immediate burning; but the 
I-fcipzigers thought to theiUBelves, King Friedrich is i^iot a Soitikof ! ** 
and openly laughed at those pitch-links. Whereupon about a hundred 
of their Chief Merchants wef\ thrown into prison, — one hundred or so, 
riddled down in a day or two to Seventeen which latter Seventeen, as 
tliey stood out, were Stained a good many days, how many is not said, 


^ Tempelhof, v. 48 - 57 * 


CHAKVL] WINTER-QUAETERS, 1760-61 853 

?Tiror^ that they %vere amazingly firm. Bkgk-hoie for lodging, bread- 
and-water for diet, straw for bed : nothing would avail on the Seventeen*: 

Impossible/' they a&wered always ; each unit of them, in sight of the 
other sixteen, was upon his honour, |ind could not think of flinching. 

shall go for soldiers, tlien ;-- possibly you will prefer that, you 
fine powered velvet gentlemen? Up, then, and mircli / here \re your 
firen«;lvs, seventeen knapsacks ; to the road with us ^ to Magdeburg, 
there ta get on drill !" Upon wbich the Seventeen, horror-struck at 
such qiiaswa’^?/o/ possibility, gave in. 

^ Magnauinutus Gotzkuwsky, who had c<wne to Leipzig on husiness at 
the tmie’ (which will give us a date for this by and by), /and been 
solemnly applied to by Deputation of the Rath, pleaded with his usual 
zealous fidelity on thel\* behalf; got various alleviations, abatements ; 
gave lulls: — ‘•'/Never was seen such magnanimity!*' said the Leipzig 
Town-Council solemnly, as that of Berlin, in October last, had done.*^ 

Of course the difficulties, financial and other, are increas- 
ing every Winter ; — not on Friedrich^s side only. Here, for 
instance, from the Duchy of Gottingen, are some items in 
the French Account current, this Winter, which are also 
furnished by Archenholtz : 

For bed-ticking, 13,000 w ebs*; of shirts ready-made, 18,000 ; shoes,' 
I forget in what (juautity ; but ^ from the poor little Tbwu of Duderstadt 
0{)O pairs, — liability to instant flogging if they ar^^not honest shoes; 
flogging, and the whole shoemaker guild sumn^oned out to see it.' 
Hardy women the same Duderstadt has had to pxmduce : 300 of them, 
^eaeh with basket on hack, who are carrying cannon-balls from the 
foundry at Lauterberg to Gottingen, the road being bad.'® ^ These 
French are in such necessity,' continues Archenholtz, ‘ they spare 
neither friend nor foe. iThe Frankish Circle, for example, pleads 
piteotTsIy in Reiclis Diet that i%has already smarted by this War to the 
length of 2,230,000/., and entreats the Kaieer to bid Most Christian 
Majesty cease hk exfictioos,™“but without the least result.' Results I 
If Most Christian Majesty and his Pcimpadour will continue this Wai^ 
is it he, or in it you,1:hat can furnish the Magazines? ‘Magazine- 
furnishitjgs, over all Hessen and this paii: of Hanover, are enormous. 
Recruits too, native Hessian, native Hanoverian, you shall furnish, — 
and “We wpl hang them, and do, if caught deserting" (to their own 

1 add only one other item from Archenholtz : ‘ Mice being busy in 

— — — — 

'^'”*^Archenholtz, ii. 187 - 192 . ^ /A ii. 237 . 
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these Hanover Magazines^^it is decided to have cats^ and a requisition 
out accordingly * (cipikr not given) ; ^ cats do execution for a time^ 
hut cannot stand the confinement,' are averse the solitary system, 
and object (think with what vocality I): ^upon which Hanover has to 
send fox.es and weasels/ ^ These guardian animals, and the 800 women 
laden whh cannon-balls from the forge, are Qhe most peculiar items an 
the French Account current, and the hist I will mention, ^ .<77^ 

Difficulty, qnasi-imposfsibility, on the French side, there 
evidently is, perhaps more than on any other. But Choiseul 
has many arts ; — ^and his Official existence, were ^here 
nothing more, denmnds that he do the impossible now if 
ever. This Spring (^Oth March 1761), to the surprise and 
joy of mankind, there came formal Proposal, issuing from 
Choiseul, to which Maria Theresa and the Cmrina had to 
put their signatures ; regretting that the British-Prussian 
Proposal of la>st Year had, by ill accident, fallen to^the 
ground, and now repeating it theinselves (real Congress at 
Augsburg,’ and all things fair and handsome) to Britannic 
and Prussian Majesties. Who answer (April 6d) as before, 
‘ Nothing with more willingness, we ! ’ " 

And there actually did ensue, at Paris, a vivid Negotiating 
all Summer ; w/icli ended, not quite in nothing, but in less, 
if we might say sc^ Considerably less, for some of us. We 
shall have to look what end had, and Maudiiit will look I 
— Jlost people, Pitt probably among the others, came to 
think that ChoiseuI, though his Prance is in beggary, had 
no real view from the first, except throw powder in the 
eyes of France and mankind, to asprtain for himself on what 
terms those English '^xiuld make Peace, and to get Spain 
drawn into his quarrel. ChoiseuI with many arts. But 
^ve will leave him and his Pcace-Pro]K)Bals, and the other 
rumours and futilities of this Year. They arc paxt of the 
sound and smoke which fill all Years; auB. which vanish 
into next to^notliing, <|ftenest into pure nothings when the 

^ “ m 

Archeuboitz, ii. 240. 

^ The * Declaration 'l[of France, &c.), with the Answer or ‘ Counter-Dedam- 
tion/ in Seyfartb, Biylagm^ iii. 12-16. 
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Ymm have waited a little. Friedric}|^s finances^ copper an^ 
other, were got coiiipleted; his Armies too were once more 
put on a j)as.sable footing; — and this Year will have its 
realities witliaL . ■ V ' r 

Gotekowsky, in reg%-rd to those Leipzig Financfe diflS- 
euKits, yfelds me a date, which is supplementary to some of 
ihe Aivlienlioltz details. I find it was ^January 
ITCn,’ -— precisely while the Saldeim Jjiterview, and subsequent 
wm‘feM)f lliibertsburg, went on,— -that ‘®Gotzkowsky*arrived 
in Lei)>zfg,’'^ and got those unfortunate Seventeen out of 
ward, and the contributions settled. ^ 

Anil withal, at Paris, in the same hours, there went on 
a thing worth noting. That January day, while Iciliiis was 
busy on the Schloss of Hubertsburg, poor old Marechal de 
Jlelleisle, — mark him, reader I — ‘ in the line de Lille at 
Paris," lay sunk in putrid fever; and on the fourth day 
aftej^ SJanuary 26th/ 1761/ the last of the grand old 
Frenchmen died. ‘ He had been reported dead three days 
iKifore/ >says Earrbier: ^the public wished it so; they laid 
the blame on him of this apparent " (let a cautious man 
write it, ‘ apparent) derangement in^ our afFm^^s/ — instead of 
thanking him for all he had done and sudered (l<5ss of so 
much, including reputation and an only Sol) to repair and 
stay the same. ^ He was in his 77th year. Many people 
say, must wait three months, to see if we shall not 

a'egret hini/" ’ — even him ! ® So generous are Nations. 

Marechal Due de Belleisle was very wealthy; in Vernon 
Gountrv, Normandy, he Ifad estates «nnd chateaux to the 
value of about 245 OOO?. annually. All these, having firsi? 
accurately settled fo^ his own debts, he, in his grand old^ 
way, childless, forlorn, but loftily polite to the last, 
be(|ueaihed to "the King. His splendid Paris Mansion he 
expressly Jqjit Ho serve in perpetuitj^ as a resilience for the 
Secretary^ of State in the Department of War" : a magnificent 
Town-House it is, ^ hotel magmjique^ at the^end of the Pont- 
•'"'^^(idenbeck, it 77. 2 Barbier, iv. 373 ; i. 154. 
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Jtoyal,’ — ^which, I notke farther, is in our time called Hotel 
de Chomul-Prasliny — a liouse latterly Income horrible in 
men'^s memory, if my guess is right. 

And. thus vanishes, in sour dark clouds, the once great 
Belleisle, Grandiose, something almost of great in« him, of 
sublime, — -alas, yes, of too sublime ; and of unfortunate 
beyond propoition, }>aying the debt of many foregoers! 
He too is a notability^ gone out, the last of his kind* 
Twenty years ago, he crossed the (J^il-cie-Bceuf with raj)ers, 
just setting out to cut Teutschland in Four; and in the 
Eue de Lille," No. 54, with that grandiose Enterprise 
drawing to its issue in universal defeat, disgrace, discontent, 
and preparation for the Generak Overturn Ghdrale 

of 1789), he closes his weary old eyes. Choiseul succeeds 
him as War-Minister; War-Minister and Prime- Minister 
both in one; — and by many arts of legerdemain, and 
another real spasm of effort upon Hanover to do the 
impossible there, is leading Finance with winged steps the 
same road. 

V"',..:- - . '•.■ ■■■. 

Since Marcl^T7th, F/iedrich was no longer in Leip^iig. 
He left^at that 'time, for Meissen Country, and the Hill 
Cantonments, — organised there his little Expedition into 
Voigtland, for behoof of the Keichsfolk; — and did not 
X’eturn. Continued, mostly in Meissen Country, as the 
fittest for his many businesses, Armj^-regulatings and other. 
Till the Campaign come, W'e will Remember of him nothing, 
but this little Note, faid pleasant little Gift, to Ms CMre 
Mmim^ the day after his arjival in those 


To Madam Camm (at Magdeburg, with the Queen) 

* Meissen, SOfcli Mmh 17m. 

Bmd yau,*Tny dear a little- Tnffe, by way"* ol keepsake 

and memento ' (BmitFbox of Meissen Porcelain, with the figure of a Bog 
on the iid), ^ You nfiiy use the Box for your rouge, for your patc hes, or 
you may put snuif in it, or bonbons or pills : but whatever usel^ 
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it tOj think always, when yon see tliis Dog, th® Symbol of Fidelity, thjy: 
he who sends it <mtstrips, in respect of fidelity and attachment to 
Mmnms all the dogs in the world ; and that his devotion to you has 
nothing whatever in common with the^ragility of the material which is 
manufactured hereabouts. ■ 0 ■ - ^ V' ■ 

*! have'|)rdered Porcelain here for all the world, for Schouhausen' 
(fo/ your Mistress, my poor uncomplaining Wife), *’for my Sisters-ia* 
law; in fiict, I am rich in this brittle material only. And 1 hope the 
receivers will accept it as current money : for, the truth is, we are poor 
as canrhe, good xMamma; I have notliing*Ieft but honour, my coat, my 
sword, an4 porcelain. 

^Farewell, my beloved Mamina. If Heaven will, I shall one day see 
you again face to face ;"^and repeat to you, hy ivord*of mouth, what I 
iiave already said and wiitten ; but, turn it and re-turn it as I may, 
i shall never, except very incompletely, express what the feelings of my 
heart to you are.— F.* ^ 

*** It was during this Winter, if ever it ivas, that Friedrich received 
the following Letter from an aspiring Young Lady, just coming out, age 
seventeen,-— in a remote sphere of things. In ^Sleepy Hollow' namely, 
or the Court of Mirow in Mecklenburg-Streiitz, where we once visited 
with Friedrich almost thirty years ago. llie poor collapsed Duke has 
ceased making dressing-goivns there; and this is his Niece, Princess 
Charlotte, Sister to the now reigBing Duke. 

Tliil Letter, in the translated form, and the gloriou^s results it had for 
some of us, are familiar to all English readers for the^liast hundred years. 
Of Friedrich’s Answer to it, if he sent one, we h^e no trace whatever. 
Which is a pity, more or less ; — though, in truth, the Answer could only 
have been some polite formality ; the Letter itself being a mere breath 
of sentimental wind, absolutely without significance to Friedrich or any- 
body else, — except always to the Young Lady herself, to whom it 
brought a Iloyal Husband»|itnd QueensMp of England, within a year. 
Signature, presumably, this Ijiotter once had ; date of place, of day, 
year, or even century (except by implication)f there never was any : but 
judicious persons, scanning on the spot, have found that the ^ Victory/ 
spoken of can only have meant Torgi'tu ; and that the aspiring Young 
Lady, liitherto a School ??firl, not so much as ^ confirmed * till a month or 
two ago, age seventeen in May last, can only have WTitten it, at Mirow, 
In the Winter subsequent.^ Certain it is, in September neM^ September 

^ Given in ii 79 ; ^omitted, for I ]#:»ow not what teason, in (Euvm 

ds xviii. 145 : dte(f partly in Freuss^ ii. 282. 

® Ludwig Giesebrecht, — Der Fiirstenhof in Mirom T^akretidder Jahre^ 1708- 
1761, )?^m»Fr0gramm des ‘verunigten Kbniglichen un<} Stadt-C^mnasiums for 
1863 (Stettin, 1863), pp. 26-29, — enters into a minute criticism. 
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ViBly directly aller George irr/s Wedding, there appeared in the English 
New'^spapers, wliat dotildless hrid been much ImdecI about in society 
before, t!m following ^ TramMum of a Letter ^ Baid to have been written by 
MiieeBS Charlotte of Meokienherf to the King of PmsBia^ on one of hts 
Victories ' — without farther commentary or i^mark of any kiiid ; every- 
body then understiliKliiig, as everybody still. So notable a- Doc^"T.ent 
ought to bo given in the Original as well (or in what passes for such), 
and with some approach to the necessary preliminaries of time and 
pkee..^ 

t 

[jf'o his Majesty the Khig Fmssia (in Leipzig, or 
Somewhere) 

Mirow in lileoMeiiburg-Strolitz, 'Winter of 1760-Gl,] 


^Bire! — Ich wem Jiicht, oh ich 
Uber Ewr, Majeatiit ktzteren Bieg 
frbhlkh Oder traurig scin ao //, weil 
ehen der glmklkhe Bieg^ der nem 
Lorlmrn um JJero BoJieitel geflocMen 
hat^ ilher mein Vaterkmd Jammer 
und Klend verbreitet* Ich -weieB, 
Bi)% in die^sem umerm laeterhaft 
verfeimrteii Zeitalter werde ich ver- 
iacht werderiy dim^ mein Herz ilher 
dOB Unglafk dee ^f ndes trUiiert^ 
dass ich die Drmgsah des Krieges 
hmeine^ mid mn ganzer Beele die 
MUckkehr des Frtedem wUmche* 
Belbst Bk^ Bire^ werden melkicM 
denkeUy es seMcke ekh hcMBr fUr 
michy mieh in der Kumt m gefuUm 
zii uhmis Oder mieh nur mn Idtus^ 
liohe AngckgenheUen bekiim^ 
fmm* Aikin iem eege wie ihm 
Colky BO fdhlt mein IJerz %ii sehr 
fiir dime (JngiileMicheUg um eirte 
dringende FUrbitte fdr dieselbcn 
mrilek m hiltem 

^Beit wenigen /ahren hatte^ dieses 


' May it please your Majesty ^ 

^1 am at a loss w'h ether I shall 
congratulate or condole wdth you 
on your late victory; since the 
same success that lias covered you 
with laurels has overspread the 
Countiy of Meckenhurg/i with de- 
solation. I know. Sire, that it 
seems unhecomiiig my sex, iji this 
age of vicious refinement, to feel 
for one's Country, to lament the 
horrors of w^ar, or wish for the re- 
turn of peace. I know you may 
think it more properly my pro- 
vince to study the art of pleasing, 
or to turn my thoughts to subjects 
of a m're domestic nature: but, 
however unbecoming* it may be in 
me, I can't resist the desire of in- 
terceding for this unhappy people. ** 


^ It was but a very few years ago 


^ From Gentkmatds Magazine (for October 1761, xxxi. 447) w^e take, ver- 
batim, the Trm$latiQn 7 »from Fretm (ii. 186} the * Original^ who d^jj^not say 
where he got it,— whether from an old German Newspaper or not. 
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die mgmehmde Gestalt gewon- 
nen, Mmi iraf kcine mrMete Stellen 
anr AUes war angeham. Das Land-' 
wlk sail mrgnilgt aiis^ mid in den 
^Mteu herrscMe Wohkt§ 7 id und 
Freudg. weloli eiue Verdn-- 

dermig gegen eine so angenehne 
Scene! leh hin in parlhmscheu 
Besolu'eihungen nicht erfahren^ nock 
mni 0 r karm ich die Grlluel der 
wiMiing mit erdioUeten ScMderun'- 
gen schrecklicher darsteUmu Alhbi 
gewise selfist Krieger^ weMe ein edles 
Ber^ mul Gefuhl besit^^m, wilrdon 
durch den Anhlick dieser Scenen 
fhrllmn hewegt wcrden. Das ganpae 
Laml^ mdn wertkes Vaterland^ llegt 
da ghdek finer WUsie. Der Acker- 
bail und die Viehmeht hahen anfge- 
horL Der Bmier und derEirt sind 
Soldatm woi'den^ und in den Stddten 
sieht man nur Greise^ Weiber und 
Kinder f melleieht noch hie und^da 
emetHjungen 3Iami) der aber dureh 
empfangene Wmiden ein Kruppel 
id und den ilm umgehenden Meinen 
Knahen die GescMchte etner jeden 
Wunie mlt einem so patketischen 
Beldmion erpsdhlt^ dass thr Herpi 
schon der Trommel folgt^ che sie 
reeht gehen konnen. aber das 

Elmd auf dm hochsiett Gipfel 
bringt^ sbid die immer ahwecT^dn- 
dm Yorrlkkungen und Zurilckzieh- 
*ungen beidcr Annmi;, da sdhst die^ 
m skh umre Freunde r^nneUf beim 
Abzuge alks mitnehmm und ver- 
heeren^ und wemi sie wieder horn- 
menj gkich viel wieder her^ei geschafft 
habm wolhit* Von Dero GerecMig- 
keitf SirCj hoffen wir EUlJe m dieser 
dusserstm Akfk An Sie^ Bire^ 
mogei^^rr^h Frauen, ja selbst Kinder 


that till# territoiy wore the mogt 
pleasing appearance. The Countiy 
was cultivated, the peasant looked 
cheerful, and the towns abounded 
with riches and festivity, an 

alteration at present from such a 
charming scene 1 I am not expert 
at description, nor can my fancy- 
add any horrors to the picture ; hut 
sure* even conquerors themselves 
would weep* at the hideous prospect 
now before me. The whole Country, 
my dear Country, lies one fright- 
ful waste, presenting only objects 
to excite terror, pity and despair. 
The business of the husbandman 
and the shepherd are quite discon- 
tinued I the husbandman and the 
shepherd are become soldiers them- 
selves, and help to ravage the soil 
they formerly occupied. The towns 
are inhabited only by old men, 
women and children ; perhaps here 
and there a wmudor, by wounds and 
loss of limbs gendered unfit for 
service, left f^^his dooai; his little 
children ha% round him, ask a 
history of every wound, and grow 
themselves soldiers before they find 
strength for the field. But this 
were nothing, did we not feel the 
alternate insolence of either army, 
as it haj)pens to advance or retreat. 
It is impossible to express the con- 
jjision, even those who call them- 
selves our friends create. EvSa 
those from whom we might expect 
redress, oppress us with new calam- 
ities. From your justice, there- 
fore,^ |t is that w# hope relief; to 
you even childi’en and Tvomen may 
complain, i^ose humanity stoops 
to the mealiest petition, and whose 


% 
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power is capable of repressing tbe 
greatest injustice. 

t ^ 1 am^ Sire, etc** 



■K®: 



Kiagen hnngm. 

mch ssur niedrigsten Riasse gutigst 
JierahlaBse% und dadurch^ mnn es 
mdglivh isty noch grosser werdeny al^ 
selbst du^h thre Bkge^ werden die ^ 

meinigen nklit umrimrt lassen und^ • 

mr Bhre Dero eigenen liiihnieSy Bed- * 

Hickungen und Brangsakn ahhel^ 
fmty mlche wider idle Mmscherdkhe 

und wid^r alle gate Krkgsmicht ^ 

streiten. Mi hiriy etc,^ * ^ 

It is remarked tfcat this Young Lady, so amiably melodious in tone, 
though she might address to King Friedrich^ seems to be writing to the 

wind ; and that she gives notliing of fact or picture in regard to Meek- 

lenhurg, especially to Mecklenhurg“;S'^?Y#/e^5?, hut what is taken from her 
own beautiful young braiti. All operatic, vague, imaginary, — some of it 
expressly untrue.^ So that latterly there have been doubts as to its 
authenticity altogether And in fact the Piece has a good deal th^air 
of some Schooi“Exei*cise, Model of Letter-writing, Patriotic Aspnation 
or the like ; — thrown off, shall we say, by the young Parson of Mirow 
(Charlotte’s late Tutor), with Charlotte there to sign; or by some 
Patriotic Schoolmaster elsewhere, anywhere, in a moment of enthusiasm, 
and without any Charlotte but a hypothetic one ? Certainly it is difficult 
to fancy how a modest, rational, practical young person like Charlotte 
can have thought airy a«feat of archery into the blue i Charlotte 
herself never disavowed it, that I heard of ; and to Colonel Grahame 
the Ex-Jacohite, hunting about among potential Queens of England, for 
behoof of Bute and of a certain Young King and King’s Mothei*, the 
Letter did seem abundantly unquestionable and adorable. Perhaps 
authentic, after all ; — and certainly small matter whether or not. 

^ ^ ; ■■'■■■ ~ ^ 

^ In Mecklenbiirg-.S’t*j^7i/<5rw, which had always to smart sore for its Duke and . 
the line he took, the Swedesj^this year, as Isual (but, till Torgau, with more 
h^pe than usual), had been trying for winter-quarters t and had by the Prussians, , 

usual, been hiinted-out, — Eugen t*f Witrtemberg speeding thither, directly 
after Torgau ; Kostock his winter-quarters who, 4 ^ubtless with all rigour, is 
levying contributions for Prussian behoof. But as to Meddenburg-Strelitz,— see, 
for example, in Sekoningy ih. 30 etc., an indirect but al together conclusive proof 
of the perfectly amicable footing now and always subsisting there i Friedrich 
reluctant to mtrud%even wdth a |mall request or solicitation, on Ettgen's behalf, 

® Geschichie Meckknburgs fnit besonderer Berdekskhtigung der CuiitiT* 
geschichte (Neubrandenbltrg, 1S56), ii, 303-305 ^ j—cited by Giesebs^jjjJjl^ who 
imself takes the opposite viewr 
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' ■■ A P T j|.R ' V I I ■; : ' 

SIXTH CAMPAIGN* OPENS ; CAMP OF. AUNZELWITZ 

To the outward observer Friedrich stands well at present, 
and seems again in formidable posture. After two such Vic- 
tories, and such rihnost miraculous recovery of himsjslf, who 
shall saj; what resistance he will not yet fiiake ? In compari- 
son with 1759 and its failures and disasters, what a Year h^is 
1760 been! Inegihtz and Torgau, instead of Kunersdorf 
and Maxell, here are unexpected phenomena ; here is a King 
risen from the deeps again,— more incalculable than ever to 
contemporary mankind. * How these things will end ? ’ 
Fajgicy of what a palpitating interest then^ while everybody 
watched the huge gai^e as it wmt on ; though it is so little 
interesting now to anybody, looking at it all finished! 
Finished; no mystery of chance, of world-hope or of workh 
terror now remaining in Jt ; all is fallen stagnant, dull, 
distant ; — and it wall behove us to be brief upon it. 

Contemporaries, and Posterity that wall study, must 

alike admit that, among the sons of few in any Age 
have made a stiffer fight than Friedrich has done and con- 
tinues to do. But to Friedrich himself it is dismally 
evident, that year by year his resources are melting away; 
that a year must eom^ when he wall have no resource more. 
Ebbing very fast, his resoi|rces — fast too, no doubt, those of 
his Enemies, but not so fast. They^'are mighty Nations, he 
is one small Nation. His thouglits, we perceive, have alway|, 
in the background o< them, a hue of settled black. Easy to 
say, * Eesist till we die ’ ; but to go about, year after year, 
practically doing it, under cloudy omens, no end of it visible 
ahead, is not easy. *!Many men, Kiiggs and other, have had to 
take that stern posture ; — few' on sterner terms than those of 
Friedrich at present ; and none that I kumw of with a more 
truly stoical and manful figure of demeanour. He is long 
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tiRecl to it I Wet to the bone, you do not regard new 
showers ; the one thing is, reach the bridgr before it be swum 
away. 

The ^siial hopes, about Turks, aboi^t Peace, and the like, 
have not been wlinting to I’riedrich this Winter; ^hen^’on- 
able as a trait of FriedriclPs character, not otherwise worth 
mention. Hope of aid from the Turks, it is very strange to 
see how* he nurses { his fond shadow, which never came to any- 
thing ! Happily, it does not prevent, it rather eirsourages 
the utmost urgency of preparation : ^ The readier we are, the 
likelier are Turks and eveiythiug ! ’ l^eace, at least, between 
Fra?ice and England, after such a Proposal on ChoiseuFs part, 
and such a p«ass as France has really got to, was a reasonable 
probability. But indeed, from the first year of this War, as 
we remarked, Peace has seemed possible to Friedrich emy 
year; especially from 1759 onward, 4;here is always every 
winter a lively hope of Peace : — ^ No slackening of prepara- 
tion ; the reverse, rather ; but surely the Campaign of next 
Summer will be cut short, and we shall all get home only 
half expended ! ’ ^ * 

Practic|tlly, Fl^drich 4ias been raising new Free~Corps 
people, been recru%ing, refitting and equipping, with more 
diligence than ever; and, in spite of the almost impossi- 
bilities, has two Armies on foot, some 96,000 men in all, for 
defence of Saxony and of Silesia, — Henri to undertake 
Saxony, %wrsm Daun ; Silesia, with London and the Russians, 
to be FriedricIFs heavier share. The Campaign, of which, 
by the one party and the other, very great things had been 
hoped and feared, seemed mice as if it would begin two 
months earlier than usual ; !)ut was staved-off, a long time, by 
FriedriclFs dexterities, and otherwise ; anti in effect did not 
begin, what we can call beginning, till t^o months later than 
mual. EsBen-ttally it Ml, almost all, ^to Friedric%ts share; 
and turned out as little decisive on him as any of its fore- 
goers. The one Inemorable part of it now is, Fi^y[rieh'^s 
^ Schoumg (w 
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EBcampment at Bunzelwits; ; which *did not occur till f<far 
month?? after Frie:Jrich’s appearance on the Field. And from 
the end of Aprils when Loudon made his first attempt, till 
the end of August, w^en Friedrich took that Campj^ihere was 
noihing.* but a series of attempts, all ineffectual, of demon- 
strations, marchings, nianoeuvrings and small events ; which, 
in the name of every reader, demand condensation to the 
If readers will be diligait, here, as far as» needful, 
are thc<*prefatory steps. 

I 

Since Fouquet’s disastei', Gqltz generally has Silesia in 
charge; and does it better than expected. He was never 
thought to have FouqueFs talent in him ; but he shows a 
rugged loyalty of mind, less egoistic than the fiery FouqueFs ; 
ami honestly flings himself upon his task, in a way pleasant 
to look at : pleasant lo the King especially, who recognises in 
Goltz a useful, brave, frank soul ; — and has given him, this 
Sjiring, the Ord^r of Merits which was a high encouragement 
to Goltz. In Silesia, after Kosel last Year, there had been 
trudb between Goltz and Loudon ; wdiich should have produced 
repose to both ; but did not altogethei*, ywing tg mistakes 
that rose. And at any rate, in the en# of April, Loudon, 
bursting suddenly into Silesia with great increase to the forces 
already there, gave notice, as per bargain, That ^ in 96 hours’ 
the Truce would expire. And waiting punctiliously till the 
last of said hours wm run out, Loudon fell upon Goltz 
(April ^5lhf in the SchwQidnitz-Landshut Country) with his 
usual vehemence ; — moaning to get hold of the Silesian 
and extinguish Goltz (only lO^or 1S5,000 against 30,000i}, 
as he had done Foucluet last Year. 

But Goltz look his measures better ; seized ^ the Gallo^vs- 
Hill of Holienfriedb^rg,’ seized this and that ; and stood in 
so forofl)le an attitqdcj,^ that Loudon, carefuMy considering, 
durst not risk an assault ; and the only result ^vas : Friedrich 
haste^^UE^ to relief of Goltz (rose from M^ssen Country Map 
8d), and appeared in Silesia six ^veeks earlier than he had 
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iiAended, But again ^ook CaTitonments there (Schweiduitss 
and neighbourhood); — Loudon retiring^ wholly, on tet 
tidings of him, home to Bohemia again* Home in Bohemia ; 
at Brainpan, on the western edge of th^^ Glatz Mouiitains, — 
there sits Loudon thentx^orth, silent for a long time 'silently 
collecting an Army of 7^,000, with strict orders from Vienna 
to avoid fighting till the Russians come. Loudon has very 
high indentions this Yearr Intends to finish Silesia alto- 
gether; — cannot he/ after such a beginning upon G^tz last 
year ? That is the firm notion at Vienna among men of 
understanding: ever-active Loudon the favolirite there, against a 
Cmictator who has been too conctatory many times. Liegnitz 
itself, was not that (as many opine) a disaster due to 
cunctation, not of Loudoifs ? 

Loudon is to be joined by 60,000 Russians, under a Feld- 
niarschall Batturlin, not under vsulky .Soltikof, this Year ; 
junction to be in Upper Silesia, in Neisse neighbourhood* 
^ We take that Fortress,’ say the Vienna people ; it is next 
on the file after Glatz. Neisse \:taken ; thence northward, 
cleaning the Country as we go ; Brieg, Schweidiiitz, Glc^’au, 
probably Breslau ^tself in -some good interim: there are but 
Four Fox'tresses to ; and the thing is finished, 3Let the 
King, one to three, and Loudon in command against him, try 
if he can hinder it 1 ’ Tliis is the Program in Vienna and in 
Petersboig. And, accordingly, the Russians have got on 
march about the end of May ; ploddpig on ever since, due 
hereabouts before June end : ^junction to be as near Neisse 
as you can : and no fitting of the King, on any terms, till 
tfie Russians come,’ Never w^re the Vienna people so certain 
before. Daun is to do notliing rash Vin Saxony (a Daun 
not given that way, they can calculate), but is to guard 
Loudon’s game; carefully to xxiiiforce, comfort and protect 
the brave Loudon and Jiis Russians tifl they wm ;“after 
whddi, Saxony as rash as you like, tans is the Program of 
the Season :~read^. feel what an immensity of preliminary 
higgling^, hitchings and manoeuvrings will now denianS^b be 
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suppressed by us! Read these ess<|iitial Fractions, chie§y 
chronological ; — -and then, at once, To Buiiijelwitz, and the 
time of close gi’ips in Silesia here. 

^ last Year," says a loo|e Note, which we may as well takg with us, 
^TofctlelKju did not go home with the rest, but kept hovering about, in 
eastSi'U Fommeni, with a 10,000, all Winter ; attempting several kinds 
of mischief in those Criuntries, especially attempting to do something on 
CJoiberg ; which the Russians mean to besiege next Summer, with more 
int^siiy than ever, for the Third, aftd, if possible, the ibist time. 

Storm 4heir outposts there,’* tliinks Tottlebefn, especially Belgard, 
the chief outpost ; girdle tighter and tighter the obstinate little crow’s- 
nest of a Coiberg, him} have it ready for hesiegliig in good time.*’ 
Totlleben did try upon the outiM»sts^ esjiecially Belgard the chief one 
(January IBth, 1701), but without the least success at Belgard ; with a 
severe reproof instead, Werner’s people being broad awake : ^ upon 
which Tottlebeu and they made a truce, Peaceable till May 12th”; 
tiil^June 1st, it proved, about \yhich time* (which time, or afterwards, as 
the Silesian crisis may admit !) ^we will look in on them again.* 

May Sdg as above intimated, Friedrich hastened oft' for Silesia, quitted 
Meissen that day, with an Army of some 50,000 ; pressingly intent to 
relieve Goitas from his dangerq^s predicament there. This is one of 
Friedriclfs famed marches, done in a minimum of time and with a 
maximum of ingenuity ; concerning which I will remember only that, 
one night, ^ he lodged again at Eodewitz, near J^chkirch,«in the same 
house as on that Occasion * (wdiat a thirty inontli^o look back upon, as 
you sink to sleep !) — ^ and that no accident anywhere befell the March, 
though Daiin’s people, all through JSaxony and the Lausitz, w^ere hover- 
ing on the flank, — ^apprehensive chiefly lest it miglit mean a plunge into 
Bohemia^ for relief of Goltz, instead of wdiat it did.* For six w'eeks 
after that hard March, th# King’s people got Cantonments again, and 
rested. 

Prince Henri is left in 8axohy, with Dauu in huge force against him, 
Daun and the ileich ; between whonij^aud Henii,— Seidiitx being in tlie 
held again with Ilenri^Seidlitz and others of mark,— there fell ouif a 
great deal of e.x<|uisite manoeuvring, rapid detaching and occasional sharp 
cutting on the small scale ; hut nothing of moment to detain us here or 
afterwards. W a shall s^y only that Henri, to a w'onderful extent, main- 
tained hinii^felf figainst the heavy overwhejming Daun*and his Austrian 
and Reidhs masses ; and* that Napoleon, I know not after what degree of 
study, pronounced this Campaign of 1701 to be lh§ masterpiece of Heiiri^ 

— ; — 

* Account of it, Melden-Geschickte^ vi. 670. 
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and really a eoiisiderable ihingj ^ La cmipagm de 1761 est celle oii- €$ 
PfincB a imtimmt montrd deS talentfi superkurs ; the Battle of Freyherg* 
(wait till next Year) ^ nothing in comparison/ ^ I’^hich may well detain 
soldier-people upon it ; but must not us^ in any measure* The result 
of Henri being wliat we said^, — a Srawn gamO;, or nearly sOj — we will, 
witliout irfterference |nmi him^j follow Friedrio^h and Goltz* 

Friedrich and Ooltz, — or^ al^s^ it is very soon Friedrich done^ the 
valiant Goltz soon perishing from his hand ! After brief junction in 
Sohweiduite Country^ Friedrich detached Oolte to his old fortified 
Camp at Glogau^ there to he ortw^atch. Golte watching there, lynx-eyed, 
skilful, V(?imiteered a P^-op(»sal (June 22d) ; ^ Reinforco me to 20,if00, 
your ^lajcsty ; 1 will attack so and so of tliose advancing liiissiaus I ^ 
IVhieh Ins Majesty^ straightway approved of, and set going/ Ooltz 
tliereupon taxed all his energies, perhaps overmuch ; and it was thought 
might at last really have done something for the King, in this matter of 
the Russians still in separate Divisions, -—a thing feasible if you have 
energy and velocity ; always unfeasible otherwise. Tint, alas, poor Oolt?., 
just when ready to march, was taken with sudden violent fever, the fruit 
probably of overwork *, and^^ in that sad flame, blazed away his valfant 
existence In three or four days gone forever/ June 60th, 1761 ; to the 
regret of Friedrich and of many. 

Old Zietheu was at once pushed on, from Glogau over the frontier, to 
replace Ooltz ; but, I doubt, had not now the requisite velocity : Ziethen 
merely nianosuvred about, and came hofhe ^ attending the Russians,' as 
Henri, Dohna and others had done. 'Fhe Russians entered Silesia, Ifrom 
the north-east or Pcljlfeh side, -without difficulty; and (July 15th-20th) 
were within reach of F'^eslau and of an open road to southw'ard, and to 
junction with Loudon, who is astir for them there. About Breslau they 
linger and higgle^ at their leisure, for three weeks longer : and if their 
juxiotioii with the AuRtrians ^ in Neisse neighbourhood ' is to be prevented 
or impeded, it is Friedrich, not Ziethen, that will have to do it. 

Junction ill Neisse ueighbourhood (Oppe^^n, wdiere it should have 
been, which is some SB miles from Neisse), Friedrich did, by velocity 
and dexterity, contrive to pi^vent ; but jrhetion somewhere he probably 
knows ito be inevitable. These are among Friedrich’s famed marches 
airi mananivrings, these against the swift Ixmdou and his slow Russians ; 
hut we will not dwell on tliem. My readers know the King’s manner in 
such cases ; have already been on two Marches with Mm, and even in 
these same routes and countries. "iFe will say onlj^, that the Russians 


i Morttholon, M/m<?ires de Nap^lion^ vii. 324 * ^ 

^ Got til's IrClter to thg King, * Glogau, 22 d June I 76 i»’ is in Tempelhof 
Tv. 8 S* 9 oh who thinks- the plan good, 
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were ami had been very dilatory ; Loudon niucli the reverse ; and tbeir 
and Loudon's Adversary still more. That^ fift* five days^ tlxe Russians, tit 
lengib close to Breslau (August kept vaguely cannonading and 

belcliing noise and ajiprehension upon the poor C’ity^ but without real 
damage to it, and as if merely to j^ass the time; and had gradually 
pushed out .foi*6~posts, a,s fir as Oppeln, towards I^oiulon, up«their safe 
rigL^^badk of Oder. That Loudon, on the first glimpse of these, had 
made his !K‘.st speed Neisse-ward ; and did a march or two with good 
hojic ; but at Mimsterberg (July 22d), on the morning of the third or 
fourth day’s march, was astonished to see^Friedrich ahead of him, nearer 
Neic.e than he ; and that in Neisse Country there was nothing tS be done, 
no llussial junction possible there. 

* Try it in Schweidnitz Country, then ! ' said Loinion, llie Russians 
leave off cannonading "Ih-eslau ; cross Oder, about Auras or Leubus 
(August 11th42tb); and Loudon, after some finessing, marches back 
Bchweidnilz-way, cautiously, skilfully ; followed by Friedrich, anxious to 
prevent a junction here too, or at lowest to do some stroke before it 
occur, A great deal of cunning marching, shifting and nianosuvring 
thei^. is, for days round Schweidnitz on all sides ; encampings by Fried- 
rich, now Liegnitz headquarter, now Wahlstadt, now Schonbrunn, 
Striegau ; — without the least essential harm to Loudon, or likelihood 
increasing that the junction can be hindered. No oiler of battle either ; 
Loudon is not so easy to beat as some. The Russians come on at a 
snaiFs pace, so Loudon thinks it,Vho is extremely impatient ; but makes 
no mlstfikes in consequence, keeps himself safe ^^unzendorf, on the 
edge of the Glatz Hills, his main post)$ and tWe/ roads 0|)eii for his 
heavy-footed friends. ^ 

In Nicolstadt, a march from Wahlstadt, 16th August, there are 
60,000 Russians in front of Friedrich, 72,000 Austrians in rear : what 
can he, with at the very utmost 67,000, do against theih? Now was 
the time to have fallen upon the King, and liave consumed him between 
two fires, as it is thouglit m|ght have been possible, had they been simul- 
taneous, and both of them done it with a will. But simultaneity was 
difiicuit, and the will itself was ^vanting, or eidstcd only on Loudon's side. 
Nothing of the kind was attempted on the confederate part, still iess osi 
Friedrich's,— 'Who stands on his guafd, and, from the Heights about, 
has at last to witness he cannot hinder. Sees both Armies on 
inarch ; Austrians from the south-east or Kunzendorf-Freyberg side, 
Russians from tlfe north-east or Kleinerwitz side, wending in many 
columns by |be back of Jauer and the back of Liegnitz respectively ; till 
(August t6tb)they ‘’joinjha^ids/ as it is tirmed, or touch mutually by 
Hieir light troops ; and on the lOtli (Friedrich now^ off on another scheme, 
and jntnessing), fall into one another's arms. tanked all in one line 
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of posts. ^ *Caii the Reichshofrath say our juuetion is not complete?* 
And so ends what we calf the Prefatory part ; and the time of Close 
Grips seems to be come I — ^ 

Friedrich has now nothing for it but to try if he cannot 
possibly •get hold, of Kuiizendorf (reafes may look jn their 
Map cut-oif Loudotfs staff of bread ; Loudbn^'^ffhud 

Britturlitfs as well; for the whole 1 30,000 are now to l>e 
fed by Loudon^ and no slight task he will find it. By 
rashhig'^ direct on Kmi^^endorf with such a velocity as 
rich is capable of, it is thought he might have Tiianaged 
Kuiizendorf ; but he had to mask his (.fgsign, and march by 
the rear or east side of Sehweidnitz, not by the west side : 
^ They will think I am making off in despair, inteiidkig for 
the vstrong post of Pilzen there, with Schweklnitz to shelter 
me in front!’' hoped Friedrich (morning of the 19th), as he 
marched ofi* on that errand. But on approaching in tliat 
manner, by the bow, he found that Loudon had been quite 
sceptical of such despair, and at any rate had, by the string, 
made sure of Kunzcndorf and the food -sources. August 

£0th, at bi^eak of day, scouts report the Kunzendorf ground 
thoroughly beset^ again, and Loudon in his place thei^e. No 
use marching thitiierward farther : — whither now, therefore ? 

Friedrich knows ' Pilzen, what an admhable post it really 
is ; except only that Schweidnitz will be between the enemy 
and bins, and liable to be besieged by them; which will 
never do ! Friedrich, on the moment of that new^s from 
Kunzendorf, gets on march, not by the east side (as intended 
til! the scouts came Ib), but by the west or exposed side of 
gchTCidnitz — he stood waiting, ready for either route, and 
fast not a moment on his scouts coming in. All upon the 
road by 3 a.m. August J^Oth ; and encamps, still at an early 
hour, midway between Sthw^eidnitz and Striegau : right wing 
of him at Zedlitz (if the reader look on his Slap) l^ft wing at 
Jauernik ; he^qiiartors,*Bunzelwitz, a poor Village, celebrated 
ever since in War^annals. And begins (that same evening, 
^ Tempelhof, v. S8*x50. * See Map, 
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the earlier or rested part of him begms;^ <3iggi«g and trenchir^ 
at a most extraordinary rate, according to plan formed ; no 
enemy taking heed of him, or giving the least molestation. 
This is the world-famous Camp of Bunzelwitz, upon which it 
is worth while to dwelf for a little. # * 

T5 coinmon eyes the ground hereabouts has no peculiar 
military strenglh : a w^avy champaign, with nothing of abrupt 
or high, much of it actual plain, ^excellent for cavalry and 
iheir work; — this latter, too, is an advatitage, which* Fried- 
rich has well marked, and turns to use in his scheme. The 
area he takes in is jjerhaps some seven or efght miles long, 
by as many broad. On the west side runs the still-young 
Stricgau Water, defensive more or less ; and on the farther 
bank of it green little Hills, their steepest side stream- ward. 
Inexpugnable Sehweidnitz, with its stores of every kind, 
especially with its store of cannon and of bread, is on the left 
or east part of the circuit; in the intervening space are 
peaceable farm-villages, spots of bog; knolls, some of them 
with wood. Not a villagg, bog, knoll, but Friedrich has 
caught up, and is busy profiting by. ^ Swift, Bursche, dig 
oimelves in here, and be ready for ^ny quotity and quantity 
of them, if they dare attack ! ^ 

And £5,000 spades and picks are at work, under such a 
Field-Engineer as there is not in the world when he takes to 
that employment. At all hours, night and day, £5,000 of 
them : half the Army ^asleep, other half digging, wheeling, 
shovelling ; plying their utmost, and constant as Time himself: 
these, in three days, wilF do a grett deal of spade-work. 
IMteries, redoxahts, big and li^fJe; spare not for di^iil^ 
Here is ground for 4I!avalry, too ; post them here, there, to 
bivoiKu^ in readiness, should our Batteries be unfortunate. 
Long Trenches there are, and also short; Batteries com- 
manding xavery ingatej and under them are Mi^es : We will 
blow yoti and our Batteries both into the air, in case of 
capture ! ’ think the Prussians, the cominQii men at least, if 
FriedncJi do not. * Mines, and that of being bloxvn into the 
v 6 l. VII. ' ■ 2 A 
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says Tempelhofj ^are always very terrible to the common 
man.’' In places there are ^Trenches 16 feet broadj by 16 
dee}),’’ says an admiring ArchenholtZj wFiO was in it: ^aud 
we have tw^o of those Flatt^immn (scatter-mines,’’ blowing-np 
apparatuses) ‘ tofe each battery*’’ ^ 

^ Bnivzelwite, Janernik, Tschechen and Paterwitz; ali'^Yorti- 
fiedj’ eontiinies Archeiiholtz : ^ Wiirheii, in the centre, is like 
a citadel, looking down mion Striegau Water. Heavy cannon, 
plenty^of them, wa have oronglit from Schweidiiitz : wcThave 
460 pieces of cannon in all and 185^ mines* l^^irben, our 
citadel and ceidrtre, is about five miles fipm Schweidnitz* Our 
intrenchinents’ — You already heard what gulfs some of them 
were ! ^ Before the lines are palisades, storm-posts, the things 
we call Spanish Horse {elievaux-de^rm ) ; — woods we have in 
abundance in our Circuit, and axes busy for carpentries of 
that kind. There are four intrenched knolls; S4 big bat- 
teries, capable of playing beautifully, all like pieces in a 
concert.'' Four knolls elaborately intrenched, clothed with 
cannon ; founded upon flatier-mmes ; try where you will to 
enter, such torrents of death-shot will converge on yoUs^and a 
concert of 24 big batteries begin their music I — 

On the third"^ ;^|ay, Loudon, looking into this thing, which 
he has not inindecf hitherto, finds it such a thing as he never 
dreamt of before, A thing strong as Gibraltar, in a manner ; 
— which it will be terribly difficult to attack wdth success ! 
For eight days more Friedrich did not rest from his spade- 
work ; made many changes and infprovements, till he had 
artificially made a vn'j Stolpen" of it, a Plauen, or moa^e. 
"’Cugxuazzo, the Amirimi Veteran^ says : < Plauen, and Damps 
""often-ridiculed precautions there, were jaothing to it. Not as 
if Bunzelwitz had been so inaccessible as our sheer rocks 
there ; but because it is a masterpiece of Art, in which the 
principles of ^tactics are combined withThose of fiald-fortifica- 
tioB, as never before.’’** Tielke grdwi? quite eloquait on it: 
^A masterpiece i,pf judgment in ground,’ says he; ^and 
1 Arctoboitz, ii. 262, etc. ^ 
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the treatnient of it a mode] of soundj^tme, and consummate 
field^engineeriiig.’ ^ 

Zietheu, appoiu:ed to tha.t functioiij watches on the 
Heights of Wurben? the citadel <ll* the place : keeps a sharp 
eye to the south-west. All round, in huge Jialfinoon^ on the 
edge*v>f the Hills over there, six or more miles from Ziethen, 
lie the angry Enemies ; Austrians south and nearest, about 
Kunzendoif and Freyberg. Russians are on the top of 
Stritgau Hills, which are well known to sgme of us; iiiissian 
headcjuail^er is Hohenfriedberg, — who would have thought it, 
Herr General von Ziethen ? Sixteen years ago, we have seen 
these Heights in other tenaiicy*r Austrian field-music and 
displayed banners coming down ; a thousand and a thousand 
Austrian watch-fires blazing out yonder, in the silent June 
night, eve of such a Day ! Baireuth Dragoons and their 
No/67 — yon will find the Baireuth Dragoons still here in 
a sense, but also in &. sense not Their fencing Chasot is 
gone to Lubeck long since ; will perhaps pay Friedrich a 
visit by and by: their fier^ Gessler is gone much farther, 
and will never visit anybody more ! Many were the reapers 
then, and they are mostly gone to rest. Here is a new 
harvest; the old skides are still here; but the hjSnds that 
wielded them — ! — ^Steady!’ answers itie Herr General; 
profoundly aware of all that, but averse to words upon it. 

Fancy Loudon‘*s astonishment, on the third day: ‘While 
we have sat consulting ho^y to attack him, there is he, — 
unattackable, shall we say y Unatt^Mikable, Loudon will not 
consent to tliink him, though Butturlin has quite conswbsd: 
‘ Difficult, murderous,^ thinks Loudon ; ‘ Imt possible, certaufj 
could Butturlin bi.it be persuaded I’ And tries all his 
rhetoric on Bitlurlin : ‘ Shame on us ! ’ urges the ardent 
Loudon : ‘ Imperial ^Jind Czarish Majesties ; Kriegshofrath, 
Russian •Senate ; Viemni, Petersburg, Versailles and all the 

^ Tielke, Hi, %Simsei’wi(s (which is praised as an attractive Piece); CEster^ 
mehischtP^VeUrmi iv. 79 : cited In Pretiss^ ii, 2S5. 
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and a bii?idle of straw where he can down^ if satisfied tob 
do so. If all is safe, he will do so; but perhaps even still 
be soon awakens again; and strolls about among his guard- 
parties, or %varms himself by their fires* One evening, 
arnon^* oxxlers, is heard this item : * Atid remember, a 
lock of straw, will you^—^that I may not have to sleep 
the ground, as last night ! " ^ Many anecdotes are current 
to ijiis day, about his pleasant hoijiely w-ays and aflFabilities 
with the sentry peoj^le, cand the rugged* hospitalities they 
would show him at their watch - fires. ^ Good-evening, 
chiklren.'^ ‘‘The saint to thee, Frite/ ^ What is that you 
are cooking?^ — and w^onld try a spoonful of it, in such 
cx>mpany; while the rough fellows would forbid 
*' DoiiT you know he dislikes it ? ’ ^ No, smoke away 1 ’ the 

King would insist. 

Mythical mainly, tl|ese stories ; but the dialect of them 
true; and very strange to us. Like that of an Arab Sheik 
among his tribesmen ; like that of a man whose authority 
needs no keeping up, but h 41 Law of Nature to himself 
everybody. He permits a little bantering 'even; a 
joke against himself, if it spring eincerely from the 
plection of the feet. The poor men are t^ibly tired of 
w^ork : sudi bivouacking, packing, unpacking; aixL continual 
waiting for the tug of battle, which never comes.* Biscuits, 
meal are abundant enough ; but flesh - meat wearing low 
above all, no right sleep to be had. FriedricKs own table, 
I should think, is very sparingly beset A, cup of chocolate 
is my dinner on marching-days,^ wrot^e once, this Season) ; 
certaitily Ins l^odging, — damp g^^^ound, and the straw som? 
times forgotten,— is i^ne of the best. And thus it has 
last, night after night and day after day. On September 
8th, General Billow went out for a little butclieFs-meat 
did bring home “200 h^ad of neat.pattle** (I /ear, not 
,fet),^ ^ana,30Q..sheep.’’^,^ v- 


Loudon, all this while, is labouring, 
J Seyfaribj m 16 pu 


a|*man seldom did, 
Tempelbof, v. I75J. 
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to bring Butturlin the striking place ; who continues 
flaccid^ Loudon screwing and rescrewing, ^altogether in vain* 
London does not deny th§ diificulty; but insists on the 
possibility, the necessity: Councils of War are held, remon- 
stances, encouragements. ^ We will lend you a* Porps/ 
answers Buttnrliii ; but as to our Army cooperating, — 
except in that far«oft* way, it is too dangerous ! ’ Mean- 
while provisions are running low ; the time presses. ^ A 
formal Flan, presented by the ardent Loudon,-— -Loiid on 
himself to take the deadlier part,— ^ Mark it, noble Russian 
gentlemen ; and you to have the easier ! — ^surely that is 
loyal, and not in the old cat"s-paw way ? But in that, too, 
there is an offence. Butturlin and the Russians grumble to 
themselves : ‘ And you to take all the credit, as you did at 
Kunersdorf? A mere adjunct, or auxiliary, we: — and* we 
are a Feldmarschall ; and you, wh^it is your rank and 
seniority ^ ’ In short, they will not do it ; and in the end 
coldly answer : ^ A Corps, if you like ; but the whole Army, 
positively no.’ Upon which LoT-.doii goes home half mad ; 
and has a colic for eight-and-forty hours. This^ was 
September Sd ; the fkial sour refusal nearly heart- 
breaking to LoudJj^ Provisions are run so low withal ; the 
Campaign season ail but done ; result, nothing ; not even an 
attempt at*a result. 

No Prussian, from Friedrich downwards, had doubted but 
"the attack would be : the grand upshot and fiery consumnia- 
tion of these da.rk continual hardsliips and nocturnal 
watchin gSw Thiice on diilex'ent nights, the Prussians 

ijnagmed Loudon to have«» drawn out, intending actual 
business ; and thrice over to have drara in again, — instead 
of once only, was the fact, and then taken Fried- 
rich’s own notion, that ^ over dinner, glass in hand,’ the two 
Generals had,#in the ei^husiasm of.,such a moment, agreed 
to do it, but on sober inspection found it too dubious,^ 
appears to be ungrounded. Whether they could reality 
^ Tempelhof, v. 170* ^ CEmres dg ErMeric^ v, 125^ 
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have stormed him, had they all be^ willing, is still % 
question ; and v^u&t continue one* Wednesday evening 
9th September, theie was much movement noticeable in the 
R^issian camp ; also among the Aistrian, there are regiments, 
foot and liorse, coming* down hitherward : '^Meaning® to try 
it then ? thought Friedric.‘h, and got at once under arms* 
Siippositions were various; but about 10 at night, the whole 
Russian Camp went up in flame and, next morning, the 
lliissians were not there. • * 

Russian main Army clean gone ; already got to Jauer, as 
we hear ; and Beck with a Division to see them safe across 
the Oder; — only Czernichef and 20,000 being left, as a 
Corps of Loudon’s. Who, with all Austrians, are quiet in 
their Heights of Kunzendorf again. And thus, on the 
tw^entieth morning, September 10th, this strange Business 
terminated. Shot of those batteries is drawn again ; 
powder ^of those mines lifted out again : no firing of your 
heavy Artillery at all, nor even of your light, after such 
elaborate charging and shying of it hither and thither for 
the liist three %veeks. The Prussians cease their bivouacking, 
nightly striking of tents ; and encaiigjp henceforth in a merely 
human manner; their ‘Spanish RidersJ^ {Frisim Horse, 
ChevaitxHle-Frwe^ others of us call them),d;heir Storm-pales 
and elaborate wooden Engineerings, they gradually burn as 
fuel in the cold nights ; finding Loudon absolutely quiescent, 
KIkid that the thing is over, for the present. One huge 
handsomely staved away, though so many others impend. 

: # 

By way of accelerating Butturim, Friedrich, nexITTJS^ 
September lllh, des|)ftched General Platen with some 8,00u 
(so I will guess them from Tcmpelhofs enumeration by 
battalions), to *get round the flank of Biitturlin, and bum 
his Magazines. Plaleii^ a valiant ^ skilful pej^oii, did this 
business,* as he was apt to do, in a shining style ; shot 
dexterously forward by the skirts of But|iurlin ; heard of a 
big Wd^enburg or Travelling Magazine of his, at Gostya 
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qf^er the Polish Frontier ; in fact^ his travelling breadbasket, 
arranged as * Wagon-fortress ’ in and round some Convent 
there, with trenches, brick walls, caimonf and defence con- 
sidered strong enough for so important a necessary of the 
road. September 15th, Platen, before cock-crow, b^rst out 
suddenly on this Wagon-fortress, with its cannons/ trenches, 
brick walls and defensive Russians; stormed into it with 
extraordinary fury; ®Fi 3 i;i;jd bayonets,'* ordered he, at the 
main point of their defence, ^ not a shot till they are^tiimbled 
out ! ^ — tumbled them out accordingly, into flight and ruin ; 
took of prisoners 1,845, seven camK)n, p*nd burnt the 5,000 
provender wagons, which was the soul of the adventure ; atid 
directly got upon the road againd Detachments of him 
then fell on Posen, on Posen and other small Russian 
repositories in those parts, -hay-magazines, biscuit-stores, 
soldiers’ uniforms; distributed or burnt the same; — com- 
pletely destroying the travelling haversack or general ro^uJ- 
bag of Butturliii ; a Butturlin that will have to hasten 
forward or starve. 

Which done, Platen (not waiting the King's ne’w orders, 
but anticipating them, to the lung’s great contentment) 
marched instantlyr^with his best speed and skilfulest con- 
trivance of routes and methods, not back to the King, but 
onwards toward Colberg,-^ — (which he knows, as readers shall 
anon, to be much in need of him at present) and without 
though begirt all the way by a hurricane of CossacICJP 
and light people, doing their utmost upon him, arrived there 
September 25th ; victoCiously cuttbig-in aci’oss the Besieging 
¥SIW: and will again be visilfle enough when w’ e arrive there. 
Indignant Butturlin riiased violently, eager to phnish Platen ; 
but could get no hold ; found Platen was clear off to Pom- 
mern,~on what errand Butturlin knew well, ‘'if not so well 
what to do 11 ^ consequence. ^ Reixiforce our poor Besiegers 
there, and again reinforce^ (to enormous amounts, 40,000 of 
them in the end)^^~* get bread from them withal ; — and, 

^ Tcmpelhof, v. 28X-293 ; Bcldm-CmhichU^ vi. 643-649.'^ 
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before long, flow bodily thitherward, /or bread to ourselv|s 
and for their poor sake ! That, on the %vhole, was what 
Butturliii did. ' ^ 

Frieiirich stayed at Bunzelwltis above a fortnight after 
Butturlm. “^Why dui not Friedrich stay altogether, and 
wait here ? ’ said some, triumphantly, soon after. That was 
not well possible. His Schweidnitz Magazine is worn low ; 
no|, above a month’s provision nc^v left for so maip^ of ns. 
The rai^ of sickness, too, gets heavier ‘and heavier in this 
Bunzelwitz Circuit. In fine, it is greatly desirable that 
Loudon, who has nothing but Bohemia for outlook, should 
be got to start thither as soon ^s possible, and be quickened 
home’ward. September 25th-^6th, Friedrich will be under 
way again. 

And, in the mean wdiile, may we not employ this fortnight 
of quiescence in noting certain other things of interest to him 
and us; which have occurred, or are occurring, in other parts 
of the Field of War ? Of Henri in Saxony we undertook to 
say nothing ; and indeed Jiitherto, — big Daun with his Lacys 
and -ileichsfolk, lying so quiescent, tethered by considerations 
(Daun eontinuaily detaching, watching, for support of his 
Loudon and Russians and their thrice-^^*portant operation, 
which has just had such a finish), — there could almost nothing 
be said. Nothing hitherto, or even henceforth, as it proves, 
except mutual vigilances, multifarious bickerings, manoeuvre 
'n^s, affairs of posts : ^sharp bits of cutting (Seidlitz, 

Kleist and other shaiqi people there) ; which must not detain 
us in such speed. But there are tilo points, the Britannic- 
French Campaign, and the Third Siege of Colberg ; wmcnTn 
no rate of speed eoii]4 be quite omitted. 

# 

Of Ferdina7id's B(^tle of Vellhighamm (15th-l6th July); 

« and the Campalgiwl^Ql * 

Vellinghausen is a poor little iiioory I|iunlet in Paderbom 
Countr/, near the south or left bank of the Lippe River ; lies 




^ l! -t' 

r ' ’ ^‘^< 

■ ■ ■' ■ ‘ -. 
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to^tfee Boxth of Soestj-— fsome 15 miles to yonr left-hand there, 
as you go by mil from Aachen to Paderbom ; — ^but nobody 
now has ever heard of it at SoCvSt ov else^^ere^ famous as it 
once became a hundred years ago. Ferdinand had taken a 
singular position there, in the early days of July 1761? 
is brief Notice of that Affiur, and of some results, or adjuncts, 
still more im[>ortant, which it had : 

^This Year, Ferdinand’s Campaig'n is more difficult than ever; 
Clioiseiil having made a <]uite spasmodic effort towards Hanover, while 
negotiating for Peace. Two armies, counting together 160,000 men, 
in great completeness of equipment, Choiseul has got on foot, against 
Ferdinand’s of 05,000. Had a fine dashing plan, too ; — devised hy 
himself (something of a Soldier ha too, and full of what the messrooms 
call dash ”) ; — not so had a Plan of the dashing’ kind, say judges. 

But it wm marred sadly in one point : That Broglio, on issuiiig from his 
Hessian Winter-quarters, is not to be sole General ; that Soubise, from 
the Lower-Rhine Ckmntry, is to be Co-General ;-*-such the inexorable will 
of Pompadour. This clause of the business Ferdinand, at an early stage, 
appears to have guessed or discerned might, for him, be the saving clause. 

* Now, as formerly, Ferdinand’s first grand business is to guard Lipp~ 
stadt, — guard it now from these two Generals : — and, singular to^see, 
instead of opposing the junction of them, he has submitted cheerfully to 
let them joiiitf- And In the course of a week or two after taking the field, 
is found to be on the w^tern or outmost fiaiik of Soubise, crushing him 
^ up towards Brogiio, not otherwise I And lias, partly by accident, taken 
a position at Vellinghausen which infinitely puzzles Broglio and Soubise, 
when they rush into junction at Soest (July 6th ), and study the thing, 
with their own eyes, for eight whole days, in concert.” What contlnqai— . 

^BSxiiliioitering, galloping aho!it (if liigh-plum^^d gentlemen together or 
apart ; what memoirAuf^, mutual consulting, beating of brains, to little 
purpose, during those eight dllys ! — »' 

'nTcTumand stands in moory dijficult ground, length of him about 
eigTt miles, looking eastward ; with his left at Veliinglmisen and the 
Lippe ; centre of him is astride of the Ahse (centre partly, and right 
wing wholly, are on the south side of Ahse), which is a branch of JJppe ; 
and in front, he has various little Hamlets, Kircli-Denkern ' {Kh^ch^ 
B^nkerii, for theje are three or four other l)8nkern.s thereabouts), 
i Sehcidingen, Wambein and others ; and his right wdng is covered farther 
: by a brook, which runs into the abovesaid Ahse, and is a 

branch of Idppe. At n^st of these Villages Ferdinand has tli^jcown-up 
something of earthworks : there are bogs, rough places, w^oods ; all^ara 
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turned to udvantaga Ferdinand is in a striingisn^ but yet a daiigerc«is 
position I and will, give difiicultiefs, and does give endless dubieties, to 
these high-plumed gc itienien galloping about with their spy-glasses for 
eight days. One possibility they pre% soon discern in him. His left 
flank rests on Lippe, yes ; #)ut his right flank is in the air, has ^lothing to 
rest on;“-i-here surely is some possibiUty for us?* A stnuig Position, 
that oi his ; but if driven out of it by any method, he has no retreat ; is 
to mb! (Hi back into tlie angle where Ahse and Lippe meet, and into the 
little l^owii of Hamm there, where his IMagaziiie is. What a fate for 
■ ■ hiift, if we succeed'!— ■ ■ , . * ■ 

^ Ferdinand, hy the incessant reconnoitering and other symptoms, 
judges what is coming ; coiichides he will be attacked in this posture of 
his ; and on the whoIe> what critics now reckon very wise and very 
courageous of him, determines to stand his chance in it. The consulta- 
tions of Broglio and Soubise are a thing unique to look upon ; spread 
over volumes of Official Record, and about a volume and a half even of 
Boureetf where it is still almost amusing to read ; ^ and ending in help- 
downbreak on both parts. Of strategic faculty nobody supposes 
they had much, and nearly all of it is in Broglio; Soubise being strong 
ill Court-favour only. iSxquisitely polite they both strive to be ; and 
under the exquisite politeness, what infirmities of temper, splenetic 
suspicions, and in fact mutual hatred lay hidden, could never be acciir- . 
ately known. ^‘'Attack iunday next; on the 18 th P* so, at the 
longtet, both of them had said. And then, on more reflection, Broglio 
afterwards : Or not till the lr5th, M. Prince ; till I reconnoitre yet 
, ^ain, and drive-in his outposts?” le Marechars v(^ll is always 

mine : Tuesday l- 5 th, reconnoitre him, drive hfhi in ; be it so, then ! ” 
answers Soubise, with extreme politeness, — but thinking in liis own 
mind (or thought to he thinking), Wants to do it himself, or to get the 
credit of doing it, as in former cases ; and bring me into disgrace 1 ” 
quite an insane notion either, on Soubise's part, say some whoJia3%.^ 
looked into the Broglio-Sc^ibise Controversy which far be it from any 
of us, at this, or at any time, to do. Here j|re th^ facts that ensued, 
^Tumdng July IBth^ 3701 , llroglio reconnoitered with int ^]:|gj , ^y„4l l « 
day, drove in ail Ferdinand*s outposls ; and about six in the eveni^, 
seeing hope of surprise,#!* spurred by some mdion of doing the feat by 
himself, surhlenly burst into onslaught on Ferdinand’s Position : Vel- 
lingliausen yont^r, and the woody strengths about,— could not we get 

^ Mhfmm liistoriqms is to say, foTjimost part, Mection of Official 
Papers) sur ia Guerre qm les Frafi^ais ml soutenue m Alletnagne depuis 1757, 
jtisqu^au 1762: par M. de Bourcet, Lieuteuant-Gerwral des Armies du Roi 
{3 tomes;«» Paris, 1792) ; — worthily done ; but occupfed, two-thirds of it, with 
this Jfcllinghausen and the paltry * Cam^xiign of 1761 ’ ! 
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of tliat i it would be convenient tomorrow morning I ” Granby 
and the EngHsh are in camp about Vellinghausen ; and are taken quite 
on the sudden : but they drew-out rapidly^ in a stajre of bottled indigna- 
tiotij and fought, all of them, — Pembroke's Brigade of Horse, Caven- 
dish's of Foot, Berg-Schotten^ Maxwell's Brigade^nd the others, in a highly 
satisfactory way , — tffit iinbeschreAOUcher Tapferkeit/* says Mauvllloxi on 
this occasion again, Broglio truly has burst-out into enormous cannonade, 
musketade and cavalry-work, in this part ; and struggles at it, almost 
four hours,— a furious, and especially a very noisy business, charging, 
recharging^ through the woods iJliere hut, met in this manner, iinds 
he can make nothing of it ; and about 10 at night, Itw'es off till a new 
morning. 

^Next morning, about 4, Broglio, Laving diligently warned Soubise 
overnight, recommenced ; jigain vwy iiercel]^, and with loud cannonad- 
ing ; but with result wmrse than before. Ferdinand overnight, while 
Broglio was w^arning Soubise, had considerably strengthened his left 
wing here, — by detachments from the right or Anti-Soubise wing ; 
judging, with good foresight, how Soubise would act. And accordinglf, 
while poor Broglio kept storming forward with his best ability, and got 
always hurled back again, Soubise took matters^easy j had understood 
the hour of athiek to be" so and so, had understood" this and that; 
and on the w^hole, except summoning or threatening, in the most languid 
w^ay, one outlying redoubt redoubt ofaSeheidingen '') on Ferdinand's 
right wing, did nothing, or next to nothing, for behoof of his Broglio. 
Who, hour after hour, finds hiinself ever worse bestead ; — those Granby 
people proviJIg indesciihable " once more * (their W utgenau also with 
his Hanoverians not beinj absent, as tliey rather w'ere last night) ; — ' and 
about 10 in the morning gives-up the bad job ; and sets about retiring. 
If rearing be i^w permissible ; which it is not altogether. Ferdinand 
w^ateliing intently through liis glass the now silent Broglio, discerns 
confusion in the Marechal yonder V * — and orders a gener^:^^ 
charge of the left wing upon Broglio ,* which toiisiderahly quickened his 
retreat ; and broke it bito flight, aiid distressful wreck and capture, in 
— llegiment Roug^ for one item^ falling wholly, men, cannon, 
fia^andfurniture, to that l^Iaxwelkand his Brigade. 

^Ferdinand lost, by the indistinct accounts, ‘Ifrom l,5i)0 to 2,000" : 
Broglio's loss was above 5,000; 2,000 of them prisoners/' Soubise, 
for his share, had of killed 24," — O you laggard of a Soubise ! ^ And 


^ Mftttyilion, it 171-189 1 Tempelhof, v. 207-221 ; Bourcet, ii. 75 et*Seq, In 
{vi, 770-782-792) the French Account, and the English {or 
; ' ' , AHied), with Lists, and thfl like. Slight LeUer from Sir Robert Mur^y Keith 
, to his Excellency Papa, now at Petersburg, * Excellency first/ as we used to 
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it is a Battle lost to ChoiseuFs grand Fair of Armies; a Campaign 
checked in mid volley ; and notliing but r^riminatioiis, courts*maHlai, 
flhrieky jargoid«gs.i — incompatibility between the two Mare- 
chaux de France; Si that they had^to part company^ and go each his 
own road henceforth/ Clioiseul remonstrates with them^ urges, encour- 
ages; writes the ‘^^aclmft-ahlest Despatches” ; no purpose. ^^How 
ridicislon^ and humiliating would it he for us, it^ with Two Armies o£ 
such strength, wq accomplished nothing, and the whole Campaign %vere 
lost ! ” writes he once to them. 

Which was in fact the result arrival at; the two Generals parting 
company for this Campaign (and indeed for alLothers) ; and each, in his 
own way, provings futile. Souhise, wdth some :10,000, went gasconading 
about, in the Westphalian, or extreme w'estern psirts ; taking Embden 
(from two Companies of Chelsea Pensioners ; to whom he broke his 
word, po(»r old souls; — to W’hom, and much more to the Populations 
there — taking Embden, not taking Bremen ; and in fact doing nothing, 
except keep the Gazetteers in vain noise : a Souhise not in force, by 
himself, to shake Ferdinand ; and who, it is remarked, now and formerly, 
always prefers to be at a good distance from that Gentleman. Broglio, 
on the otlier hand, keepsi violently pulsing out, round Ferdinand's flanks ; 
taking Wolfenbuttel (Broglio's for two days), besieging Brunswick (for 
one day) ; — and, in short, leaving, he too, the matter as he had found it, 
A man of diflicult, litigious teniper, I should judge ; but clearly hassome- 
tliin^ of generalship : *^'^doJs understand tactic, if strategy not/* said 
everybody; while Soubise, in both capacities, is plain zero!”® The 
end, how'ever, w'as : next Winter, Broj^lio got dismissed^ in favour of 
Soubise ; — rest from shrieky jargon having its^'lilue to some of us ; and 
^^hoid of Hanover” being now plainly a matter hopeless to France 
and us.* 


^ In this Battle a fine young Prince of Brunswick got killed ; 
Erbprinig’s second Brdther ; — leading on a Regiment of 

define him, stands in the miwJisrfiy edited Memoirs and Correspondmee (London, 
3:849), i. 104*5 ? ^‘Ud may tempt you to ^reading; but alters notbiujgflSittttri^ 
or nothing, iir R. lights here as a Colonel of Highlanders, but afterv^rds 
liecame * Excellency second * of his name. 

^ LtiUrfrmn (^French ProtestafU Qmtkman at Groningm) followed by con- 
flrmatory LetUrfrom etc. etc. (copied into Gtntlemmi^s Magazine Im 1761), give 
special details of the altO|ether £//jfr«-SoUikof atrocities perpetrated by Soubise’s 
people doubtless against his Will) on the ret»lcitrant or dfeaifected Peasants, on 
the etc. etc. 

® Excellency Stanley (see infrh) to Pitt, * Paris, SOiJi July 1761 * : in T^achrajf^ 
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Schotten^ say the accounts,^ Berg-Schotten^ and English 
generallys Pembroke’s fiorse, Cavendish’s Brigade, — have 
mentioned their behaviour ; and how Bfax^/elFs Brigade took 
one whole regiment prisoners,* in that final charge on Broglio. 

‘ What a glorious set of fellows ! ’ saM the Englisli^ people 
over their beer at home. Beer let us fancy it ; at thb sign of 
Ills Marqms of Granhy^ which is now^ everywhere prevalent 
and splendent — the beer, we will hope, good. And as this 
is a thing still said,, both over beer and higher liquors, and 
perhaps is liable to be too much insisted on, I wdll give, from 
a candid Bystander, who knows the matter well, what pi’c- 
bably is a more solid and circumstantially correct opinion. 
Speaking of Ferdinand’s skill of management, and of how 
very composite a kind his Army was, Major Mauvill on has 
these words : 

* The first in rank/ of Ferdinand’s Force, ^ \tere the English ,* about a 
fourth part of the whole Army. Braver troops, when on the field of 
battle and under arms against the enemy, you will nowhere find in the 
world I that is a truth ; — and with that ^he sum of their military merits 
ends. In the first place, their Infantry consists of such an unselected 
hand-over-head miscellany of people, that it is highlydifficnlt to preserve 
among theim even a shadow bf good discipline/ — of MannszucM^ in 
regard to plunder, drinlalng and the like ; does not mean Kriegezuoht^ or 
Cavalry indeed is not so constituted ; but a foolish love for 
their horses makes them astonishingly plunderous of forage ; and thus 
they exhaust a district far faster in that respect than do the Germans, 

^ Officers’ Commissions among them are all had by purchase ; 

it follows that their Officers do not trouble their heads about the 
service ; and understand of it, very rcjw few excepted, absolutely nothing 
. whatever ’ (what a charming*het of ^ Officers ’ !)— ^ and this goes from the 
fiSlpnip to the < 3 fenerai. Theii* home-eustorns incline them to the 
indulgences of life ; and, nearly without exception, th<^ ail expect to 

t ^ The Lift of Prince Albert Henryk (had lived only ig^^ears, poor youth, 
not much of a * Life ’ i— but the account of his Education is worth reading, 
from a respectable Eyewitness) ^ of Brunmich^Lymehurgy Brother the B&redi- 
t&fy Prince; whoso emimnily itc. at 'Bellinghmsen etc. etc. (Londosi, Printed 
for etc, 1763), Written originally in German by the Pev Mr^ Bm^nsalem* 
{Father of the * Young J%isalem ^ who killed himself afterwards, and became, in 
a sense, Gbethe^’s Werther and Sorf'ows% Price, probably, Twopencdf 
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have amp}© and comfortable means of sleep. (Hear^ iiear !) ^ This leads 
them often into mi%iry negligences, which Wonid sound incredible, 
they narrated to a soldier. To all this is added a quiet natural arrog- 
ance {(jehcrmmh\' — ery quiet, mastly unconscious, and as if inborn ami 
coining by discernmeit of mere facts*— wdiich tempts them to despise the 
enemy as well as the daiifer ; and as they very seldom think# of making 
any ;;;iirpfisal themselves, they generally take it for granted that the 
, enemy will as little. ' 

*This arrogance, however, had furthermore a very bad consequence 
for their relation to the rest of the Army. It is w'cll known how nmch 
these people despise all Foreigners. This, of itself reilliers their 
cooperatHig with Troops of other Nations very difficult. But in this case 
there was the circimistanee that, as the Army was jin English pay, they 
felt a strong tendency Ih regard their feliow -soldiers and copartners as a 
sort of subordinate war-valets, who must be ready to put-up with any- 
thing : — w^hich ivas far indeed from being the opinion of the others 
concerned I The otliers had not the smallest notion of consenting to any 
kind of inferior treatment or consideration in respect of them. To the 
IMmn’erians especially, from known political feelings, they were at 
heart, for most part, specially indisposed ; and this mode of thinking 
W'as capable of leading to very dangerous outbreaks. The Hanoverians, 
a dull steady people, brave as need be, but too slow for anything but foot 
service, considered silently this War to be their War, and that ail the 
rest, English as well, were^ere on their* (and Britannic Majesty's) 
^aceSunt. 

^ Think what difficulties Ferdinand*^* were, and wffiat his merit in 
quietly subduing them,* while to the cursorv observer ’fliey were 
visible, and nobody noticed them but himself i ^ 

Yes, doubtless. He needed to know his kinds of men; to regard 
intensely the chemic affinities and natural properties, to* keep Ms phos-^ 
phorescents, his nitres and charcoals well apart ; to get out of these 
’IShglish what they w^ere |a})al>Ie of giving him, namely, heavy 
— and never iisk them for what they had not : them or the others ; but 
treat each according to his ki.nd. Just,#andiff, consummately polite ; 
an excellent manager men, as w-cil as of w'ar-movemenky-'^:t:^h* 
Vedtaire founi3,him shockingly defective in esprit The English, 1 thkik^ 
he generally quartered^by themselves; enijiloyed them oftencst under 
the Hereditary Prince,— a man of swift execution and prone to strokes 
like themselves. ^Oftenest under the Erbprinz/ says Mauvillon; Hill, 
after the KIglit of KIdkter Kampen, it began t<^ be noticed that there 
was a cimnge in that reaped ; and the ffi^ssrooms whispered, By acci- 
dent or not?”* — which shall remain mysterious to me. In Battle affcer 

1- ^ Mauvillon, h. 270-272.* 
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BatUe lie gtit tlie istost unexceptionable sabering and cbarging from 
Mrd Granby and tbe diffictflt Englisb element ; and never was tbe least 
discord beard in bis Camp ^—nor could even Sackville at Minden tempt 
bim into a loud word* # 


But etiough o]& English soldiering, ^nd battling ^ith the 
French. For about two months prior to this of^VdSing- 
hausen, and for more than two months after, there is going 
on, by special Envoys between Pitt and Choiseui, a lively 
Peace-Negotiation, which is of more concernment to us tKan 
any Battle. ^ Congress at Augsburg ’ split uj^on formalities, 
preliminaries, and never even tried to meet : but France and 
England are actually busy; Each Country has sent its 
Envoy : the Sieiir de Bussy, a tricky gentleman, known here 
of old, is Choiseurs, whom Pitt is on his guard against; 
^ Mr, Hans Stanley,** a lively, clear-sighted person, of whom I 
could never hear elsew’-here, is PitPs at Paris : and it is in that 
City, between Clioiseul and Stanley, Vith Pitt warily and 
loftily presiding in the distance, that the main stress of the 
Negotiation lies. Pitt is lofty, haughty, but very fine and 
noble; no King or Kaiser could be more. Sincere, severe, 
though most soft-shining high, earnest, steady, like the stars. 
Artful CKoiseul, flashes out in a cheerily exuberant 

way ; and Stanley’s^espatches about Choiseul ce Jem plein 
d'esprii^ as Friedrich once christens him), — about Choiseul, 
and the France then round him, and the effects of Veiling- 
.bmjsen in society, and the like, — are the liveliest i^eading 
almost anywhere meets with in that Ond.^ Choiseul frankly 
admits that he has"' coxim to the w^rse ; ready for concessions, 
BmnSe question is, What?^ Canada is gone, for instance; 

Canada you will allow us nothing :^but ouj? poor Fisher- 
people, toiling in the Newfound land waters, cannot they have 
a rock to dry their fish on ; Isle of MiqueloU, or the like ? "" 
*Not the breadth of a blanket,’ — that is Pitt’s private 

■ i u 505-579, and especially ii. 520-626, is tbe Stanley-and-Pitt 

‘ Correspondence : . Stantb^ went * 23d May ^ ; returned (got bis passports for 
retundngl * September 20tb/ - ' ^ 
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expression, I believe ; and for certain, that, in polite official 
language, is his ihexorable cletenninafion. ^You shall go 
home out of Countries, Messieurs ; America is to be 

English or r«? 2 kee,|iot Fnmgcoi: that has turned out to be 
the Decijee of Heaven ;%nd we will stand that.’ t 
' So^tliat Cljoiseiil soon satisfies himself it will be a hard 

bargain, this with Pitt ; and turns the more assiduously to 
the Majesty of Spain (Baby Carlos, our old friend, who has 
soi'e grudges of his own against the Eni^ish, vstandin|J griev- 
ance of Campeaehy Logwa)od, of liitter Na})les I’eminiscences, 
and enough else), — to Baby Carlos, time after time, 
with his ])atheti€ SSee, your Most (Catholic Majesty!’ And 
by rapid degrees induces Most Catholic Majesty to go wholly 
into the adventure with Most Christian Ditto ; — and to say, 
at hmgth, or to let Choiseid say for him, by way of cautious 
first-step (15th July, a date wortli remembering, if the reader 
please} : * Might not ]\Post Catholic Majesty be allo^ved perhaps 
to mediate a little in this Business ? ’ ^ Most Catholic Majesty ! ’ 
answers Pitt, with a flash as if from the empyrean : ^ Who 
■ sent ^or Most Catholic ivlfijcsty ?’ — and the matter catches 
fire, totally explodes, and Spain too declares War; in what 
way is generally known. * 

Details are not permitted us. The Catastrophe ^ve shall 
give afterwards, and can here say only : Firsts That old Earl 
Marischal, Friedrich’s Spanish Envoy, is a good deal in Eng- 
coming and going, at this time, — on that iuterestjuir. 
business of the Kintee Inheritance, doubtless, — and has been 
beautifully treated. Been pardoned, ^Jisatlainted, permitted 
to inherit,— by the King on the instant, by the ParlfekiciiiT 
so soon m jx^sible ; and is of a naturally grateful turn? 
HecomUjjj That in the profoundest secrecy, penetrable only 

to eyes near at ?[iand and that see in the dark, a celebrated 

• 

^ King^s latent is of * joihtApfU 1760’ {datei %^i\i May i7?9), ‘Act of Par- 
iiameiit to follow shortly ‘August i6th, 1760, xVct having passed, is MarischaPs 
public Presentation to his Majesty * (late Majesty)! QX^I^azeiics in Gentkmatds 
Mu^zine (f^ 1760), xxx. 201, 393, 
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pourbon Family Compact was signed (August ISthj 1761, 
ten clays before the digging at Bunzelwifi; began), of which 
the first news to the Olympian man (conveyed" by Marischal, 
as is thought) was like — Rkc news of ^ dead Pythons pre- 
tending to revives upon him. And ttirdh^^ That, postponing 
the Catastrophe, and recommending the above fwo-^^dates, 
\BiJh IMli A'ltgiist^ to careful readers, we must hasten 
to Colberg for the present. 


^ Third Skge qfColherg 

Readers had, some while ago, a Hying Note, which we 
promised to take up again ; about Tottlebeifs procedures, and 
a Third Siege of Colberg coming. Siege, we have chanced to 
see, there accordingly is, and a Platen gone to help against it. 
Siege, after infinite delays and haggles, has at length come, — ^ 
uncoiimionly vivid during the final da^s of Bunzelwitz ; — and 
is, and has been, and continues to be, much in the King’s 
thoughts* Probably a matter of more concernment to him, 
before, during, and after Bmizefw^z (though the Pitt^ Cata- 
strophe, going on simultmieously, is still more important, if he 
knew it) 5 ''than anything else befalling in the distance. Let 
us now give a few "ihrther indications on that matter. 

Truce between Werner and Tottleben expired May 12th ; 
but for five weeks more nothing practical followed; except 
^iiigcnt reinforcing, revictualling and extraordinary forti%^ 
of Colberg and its environs, on the Prussian part, — Eugen of 
Wurternberg, direct fapm Rostock and his Anti-Swede busi- 
liesff, 'Eugen 12,000 strong, with a Werner and other such 
among them, taking head charge outside die walls; old 
Heyde ag’^iin as Commandant within : while on the Russian 
part, under General Eomanzow, there is a ifiovst tortoise-like 
advance, —except that the tortoise carries all lus resources 
with him, and Roman?:ow’s, miiltitaridus and eiiomious, are 
scattei^d over sea,p and lands, and need endless waiting for, in 
the intervals of crawling, # 


U4 
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This is the Ronian^ow who failed at Colberg once already 
(on the heel of Zotndorf in 1758j> if iWlers recollect); and 
is the more ImiiikI to be successful now. From sea and from 
bnid, ft>r five weeks->|there is rumour of a Romanzow in over- 
wdielmiiig force, and witAi intentions very furiq;iLis upon Colberg, 
— upc,n ""Ao outposts, under Werner, as first ]:)oint. Five 
weeks w^ent, before anything of Ilomanzo^v was visible even to 
Werner {^£d June, at Cosliii, forty miles to eastward) ; after 
wiikh his advance (such waiting fo? the i^hips, for thft artil- 
leries, thc»this and the that) was slower than ever; and for 
about eight weeks more, lie haggles along through Coslin, 
tlu'ough Cdrlin, Belgard again, flowing slowly forward upon 
A^'erner^s outposts, like a summer glacier with its rubbishes ; 
or like a slow lava-tide, — a gimt deal of smoke on each side 
of him (owing to the Cossacks), as usual. Romanzow'’s 
progress is of the shnvest; and it is not till August 19th 
that he practically gets possession of Corlin, Belgard and 
those outposts on the Persante River, and comes within sight 
of Colberg and his problem. By 'which time, he finds Eugen 
of Wiirtemberg encamped ftnd intrenched still ahead of him, 
still nearer Colberg, and likely to give him what they call 
* la tahlatiire^ or extremely difficult music to playt 

was on August (very eve of Friedriclfs going into Bunzel- 
witzi), ^ that Romanzow, — Werner, for the sake of those poar Towns he 
holds, generally retiring without bombardment or utter confiagration,— 

hold of Gorlin and of the River Persante ' (with ^Quetzin and 
De^wf if anybody knew tlem, as his main posts there): '®’and was 
actually now within sight of Colberg,— only 7 or B miles west of Mm, 
and a river more or less in his way r—wdieo, singular to see, Eijgen oh 
Wiirtemberg has rooted himself into the ground farther inward, environ^ 
ing Colberg with % fi^rtifie(| Camp as with a ^second w'all ; and it will be 
a dilEeult priddem Indeed 1 

niut Sea Armaments, Kwedish-llaBsian, with endless siege-material 
and red-hot balls, are finaliy at hand ; and this pitiful Colberg ir ...st be 
done, w'cre it only by falling on it, and# imothering ft by weight of 
numbers m?d of red-hot iron. The day before yesterday, August l7th, 
after such rumouring and such manosuvring as 4fhere has been, six 
Eussim ship-of-war showed themselves in Colberg Roads, and three of 
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them tried some shooting on Ileyde's workpeople, busy at a redoubt on 
Ihe beach ; but hit nothiifgj and went away till Il^manzow himself should 
come* Romanzow come, there is utmost despatch ; and within the eight 
days following, the Eussian ships, and then the J^wedisS as well, have all 
got to their moorings, — 12 sail the line, wit i 42 more of the frigate 
and guFboat kiml^ 54 ships in all ; — and f.'om August 24tli, especially 
from August 28th;, bombardment to the very uttermost is^gjgjng on.^ 
Bombardment by every method, from sea and from land, continues 
diligent for the next fortnight,— with little or no result i so diligent are 
Eugen and veteran Heyde. ^ 

^ Sepiemher 4 ^/i, Swedisli-Russiaii gunboats have bean much shot 
down by Heyde^s batteries on the beach ; no success hafi, owing to 
Heyde and Eugen : paltry little Colberg as impossiide as Bunzelwitz, 
it seems ? Double our diligence, therefoih ! ” That is Romauzow's 
and everybody’s st itimeiit herer Romanzow comes closer in, September 
4t]i ; besieges in fo;m, since not Colberg, Eugen's Oam2>:, or brazen wall 
of Colberg ; and there xises in and round this poor little Colberg (a 2,000 
balls daily, red-hot and other) such a volcano as attracts the eyes of all 
the world thitlim*. 

^September V2tk News yesterday of rei|iforcement, men and pro- 
\’ender, coming from Stettin ; is to be at Treptow on. the Werner, 

night of the lith, stealthily sets out to meet it, ?‘jf in the first place ; then, 
joined with it, to take by rearward a certain inconvenient battery, which 
Romanzow is building to westward of out that way ; to demolish said 
batteiy, and be generally distressful to the rear of Roman 2 i»w. At 
Treptow, ^ifter his difficult night’s march, Werneris resting, secure now 
of the adventure i—too contemptuous of his slow Russians, as appeared I 
Who, for once, surprxse Mm ; and, at and round Treptow, next morning, 
Werner finds himself suddenly in a most awkward predicament* W emer, 
one of the i*apidest and stormiest of skilful men, plunged valiantly into 
the affair ; would still have managed it, they say, had not, in some 
sittdden swoop, — charge, or something of critical or vital nature,-^ 5 apj*' 
. Werner’s horse got shot, and fallen wilh him ; whereby not only 
tlie charge failed, but 'Sterner liim^lf was taken prisoner* A loss 
ver« great importance, and grievous to everybody : though, I believe, 
^he reinforcement and supply,*for this time, got mo^stly through, and 
the dangerous battery was got demoHshedvby other means*® This Is 
Romanzow’s first item of success, this of getting such a Werner snatched 
out of the game’ (and sent to Petersburg Instead^ as we shall hear); 
and other items fell to Romanzow theneefoj^h by the aid of time and 

^ Tempelhof, v* 313 :* 

■ \ “ » Seyfarth, iil 238 ; Tempelhof, v, 314 . 
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CHAP. VII.] SIXTH CAMPAI^: BUNZELWH'Z 

ioth-25th S«pt. x 76 j 3 ' ' , 

^ Itt tlie way of storming, battering* or otl^rwise capturing Eugen § 

Camp, not to speak of Ileyde's town, Romanzow finds, on trial after 
trial, that he caif dfi as good as nothing ; and liis unwieldy sea-comrades 
i(e<|uinoctiai gales com^g on them, t#o) arc eiiualiy worthless. Sep- 
tember I nth' (a week alter glhis of Werner, tenth day after Bunzelwdtz 
had ended;,* ^ Romaiizoiv made his fiercest attem])t thilt way ; fiercest and 
last : forious extremely, from 2 in the morning onwards ; had for some 
time hold of the important ^^(Jreen Redoubt”; hut was still more 
furiously battered and bayoneted out again, with the lotss of above 3,000 
meif ; and tried that no farther, impos^ble by that method. « But he 
can stand wbetween the Eugen-ileyde people and supplies ; and by 
obstinacy lm%er them out : this, added to the fruitless bombardment, 
■k nowdiis more or less 'fi'iiitful industry. 

‘In the end of JSeptemfler, the effect# of Bunzelwitz are felt : Pkten, 
after burning the liulturlm Magjmne at Gostyn, has hastened hither; 
ill what style we know. Platen arrives 23th September ; cuts his way 
through Komanzow into Eugenk Camp, raises Eugeii to about 15,000;^ 
remku’s Kugeii, not to speak of Eeyde, more impossible than ever. 
Buitiirlin did truly send reinforcements, a 10,000, a 12,000, “As many 
as you like, my Romanzow^!” And, in the begin uiug of October, came 
rolling thitherward bodily ; hoping, they say, to make a Maxen of it 
upon those Eugens and Platens ; but after a fortnight's survey of them, 
found there %ras not the least feasibility ; — and that he himself must go 
home,wi the score of hunger. Which he did, November 2d; leaving 
liomanzow reinforced at discretion ' (40,000, but with him too provisions 
are fallen low), ^aiid the advice, “Cut off their supplied: time and 
famine are our sole chances here I” ButturliniE new^ Russians, endless 
thousands of them, under Fermor and others, infesting the roads from 
Stettin, are a great comfort to Romauzow. Nor could lyiy Eugen, — 
with bis Platens, Thaddons, and utmost expenditure of skill and of 
vlw^ur ami endurance, w hich arc still memorable in soldier - annals,* 
—suffice to convey provisilns through that disastrous WilderneS of 
distances and difficulties. 

‘ From Stettin, which lies^ soutb-west, tbrfugb Treptow', Oollnow an^ 
other wild little Prussian Towms, is about 100 miles ; from Landsbem 
south, 130: FrifHlrleh hi|jiself is well-nigh 300 miles away; in Stettm 
alone Is succour, couhl we hold the intervening Country, But it is over- 
run with llussiai% more and ever more. A Country of swamps and 


^ Tempdhof, v. 350. ^ ^ • 

® TiXgebuch der Unternekmungen d$$ Plaienschen Corps vom September hh 
Mvemkr 1761 (Seyfaith, Beylagen, hi. 32-76). Ber^kt mn der Unterneh^^ 

m-ungen de^ Thaddmschm Corps vom Jenner hu ttfnt December 1761 {ibid* 

' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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moors, winter darkness stealing over it, — illuminated by such, a volcano 
as we see : a %^ery gloomy waste scene ; and trafts of stubborn human 
valour and military virtue plentiful in it^ with utter h'Sirdslup as a con- 
stant quantity ; details not permissible here, on^' the main features and 
epochs^ if they could be indicated. ^ 

^TIieKing is greatly interested forColberg; sends ordei;^^to collect 
from every quarter supplies at Stettin, and strain every nerve"^ for the 
relief of that important little Haven. Which is done by the diligent 
Bevern, the collecting part ; could only the conveying be accomplished. 
But emHess Kussiaiis are afidld, Fermor with a Id , 000 of them Way- 
laying ; the conveyance is the diilicuity/ ^ 

But now we ’"must return to Buiizeiwitz, and September 
25th, in Headquarters there. 

CHAPTER VIII 

LOUDON POUNCES UPON SCHWEIDNITi? ONE NIGHT 

(last of septemjeh 1761) 

It was September 25th, more properly 26th/ when Eried- 
rich quitted Bunzelwitz ;* we heard on what en^and. Early 
that morning he imrches with all his goods, first to Piken 
(that fine post on the east side of Schweidnitz) ; and from 
that, straightway, — south-westward, two marches farther,^ — 
to Neisse neighbourhood (Gross-Nosseni the name of 
place) ; Loudon making little dispute or none. In Neisse 
are abundant Magazine.^: living upon these, Friedrich intends 
^ alarm -Loudon's rearward couiicry, and draw him towards 
Bohemia. As must have gradiially followed; and ^vould at once, 
—had Loudon been given to alarms, which he was not. Loudon, 
very privately, has quite different game afield. Loudon 
merely detaches this and the other small Corps to^ look after 

^ Bericht van den Unternehtmmgen der Wilrienthergischen Corps in JPommem^ 
vom May 1761 his Dect^hervi^x (Seyfarth, Beylagen, iit 147-358). Tempelhof, 
V, 313*326. Bteiden-Gesd^icktej.vi, ^ 

2 Tempelhof, v. 327* ^ 


liii 







Mm§^ 

#ii 


'ipwp 

' V'^ 




^;>v 


V 
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30th Sept.»i£®t Ofit. 

Friedrich’s operations, which probably he believes to be onl| 
a feint -.—and, before a week passes, Friedrich will have news 
he little exp ! 

Friedrich, at Gross-Kbsseii, and perhaps a little 

surprised to find no Lftudon meddling witbhim, pujiies out, 
first one party and then another,— 33al\vig, Billow, towards 
Lamishiit Hill -Country, to threaten Loudon's Bohemian 
rcmls who, singular to say, do not hear the least word of 
l^iidon thereabouts. A Loudon strangely indiffercnif to this 
new Enterprise of ours. On the third day of Gross-Nossen 
(Friday ()<‘toiMir ^d), Friedrich detaches GentTal I.eutulus to 
rearward, or the way w’^e came, for news of Ijoudon. Rear- 
wanl too, 1^11 tu Jus sees nothing whatever of Loudon : but, 
from the rumour of the country, and from two Prussian 
garrison-soldiers, whom ho found \vandering about, — he hears, 
with horror and amazement, That Loudon, by a sudden 
panther-spring, the ni^it before last, has got hold of Schweid- 
nitz : now his wholly, since 5 a.m, of yesterday ; and a strong 
Austrian garrison in it by^this time 1 That was the news 
Lentulus brought home to his King; the sorest JobVpost 
of all this War. ^ 

Truly, a surprising enterprise this of Loudon’S; and is 
allowed by everybody to have been admirably managed, 
Loudon has hat! it in his head for some time; — ever since 
that colic of foriy-eight hours, I should guess;* upon the 
Wffeeks of w3iich it might well rise as a new daystar. He 
kept it strictly in his Rwn head ; nobody but Daun ancf the 
Kaiser had hint of it, botl| of whom# assented, and agreed to 
keep silciK'e. * ^ 

« • 
Friefirldfs removal towards Neisso and threateniug of Bohemia, 
Hays my Note oi^ this subject, ^Lotidoffs time had come. Friedrich 
had disfippeared to south-w^estward, t^aturday September 20th ; Gone 
to Pilisen,** Reported Ijoudmfs scouts; rests the^ ov^er Sunday. 
Gone to *Bjgaroth, 28 th J gone to Gross-IJ^ossen, Tuesday September 
28 th/ ^ That will do, thinks Loudon; wdio Ijas sat immovable at 


^ Tempelhof, v* 330. 
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Kunzendorf ail this while and^, Wednesday SOth^ instantly proceeds 
;:.iS:'.husmess. 

^ Draws ont;, about 10 a.m. of Wednesday^ all rounds Schweidnitz at 
some miles distance, a ring, or complete girdle, ogCroat-Cossaek people ; 
i>locking-n]> everj? path and road : Nobody to^ipass, this day, towards 
Bcliweiclmtx, nuieh l^ss into it, on any pretexl/^ That is the i^uty of the 
Croat people. To another active OiKeer he iutr lists the taslf ofs^csollect- 
ing from tbo neigbbouidng Villages (outside the Croat girdle) as many 
ladders, planks and the like, as will i>e requisite j which also is punctually 
done. Ft>r the Attack itself, ’i^uch is to be Fourfold, our jucked Oi%ers 
are chosen, witli the 20 best Battalions in the Army : Czeriiichef is 
apprised ; wlio w'armly assents, and offers every help : — 8(To of your 
Grenadiers,*' answers Loudon; no more needed.” Loudon's arrange- 
ments for management of the huUlers, for punctuality about the routes, 
the times, the simultaneity, are those of a perfect artist ; no Friedrich 
could liave done better. 

^ About 4 in the afternoon, all the Captains and Battalions, with their 
ladders and furnitures, everybody wdth Instruction very pointed and 
complete, are assembled at Kunzendorf : Loudon addresses the Troops 
in a few fiery words ; assures himself of victory by them ; promises them 
10,000/. in lieu of plunder, wdiich he strictly prohibits. Officers had 
better make themselves acquainted with the Four Routes they are to 
take in the dark: px'oper also to set^all your watches by the Chief 
GeneraFs, that there be no mistake as ti> timeA At 0, all bein^ now 
dark, and the Croat girdle having gathered itself closer round the place 
since nightfeilla the Four Divisions march to their respective starting- 
places ; will wait therej^silent ; and about 2 in the morning, each at its 
appointed minute, step forward on their Business. With fixed bayonets 
all of them ; no musketry permitted till the works are won, Loudon 
will wait at the Village of Bclionbruim * (not Warkotsek’s Schonbrmin, of 
which by and by, and which also is not far % — ^ at Schoiibrunn, wdjjii 
shortfcdistance ; give Loudon notice wdien y^ are within 000, yards; — 
there shall, if desiralj^le, be reinforcements, fether orders. Loudon 
knows Scliweiduitz like his|iOwm bedroij^m. He w^as personally there, 
ih J^utl»n*time, improving the Works. By nocturnal Croat parties, 
irf the latter part of Biinzelwitz time ; and since then, by deserters and 
otherwise, — ^lie knows the condition of the Garrison, of the Commandant, 
and of ev'^ery essential point. Has calcukted that^tho Garrison is 
hardly third part of what it ought to be, — 8,800 in whole, and many 
of them loose deserter fellows; special artillery-men, instead of about 
400, only 191 ;--mo8t impoMnt of all, that Commandant !festrow is 


* In TempeBo/{v. 33#*|49) and Anhmkoltz (ii, 272-280) all these details. 
® See Archmholt^ ii 2S7 ; and correct his mistake of the two places. - 
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' no wizard in liis trade,* and, on the whole, that the Enterprise is likely 
to siieceed. ^ * 

^ 2a8trow lm» been getting married lately ; and has many things to 
think of, besides Schw^ddnitz. Some Recounts say this was his wedding- 
nightj — whieh is not o^^ly he had meant to give a Ball this 

last night of September ; Mid perhaps did giv-e it, (kiicing ov0tr before 2, 
let m lop?) ! Something of a jedter-head seemingly, though solid and 
honest 1 observe he is a kind of butt, or hiughing-stock, of Friedrich's, 
and has yielded some gleams of momentary fun, he and this marriage of 
hisbr between Frinee Henri and the King# in the tragic gloom a||l round, ^ 
Nothing |o sar|)rises me In Fnedn<*h as his hii^dfcuai inattention to the 
state J8f his (krrisons* lie has the best of Commandants and also the 
worst: Tauentzien in BreslaTi, Heyde in Colberg, misurpassable in the 
world ; in Ohiiz a D’O, in Schw'oidnitz a ^astrow, both of whom cost 
him dear. Opposition sneers secretly, It is as they happen to have 
come to hand/' Which has not much truth, thought some. Tauentzien 
he chose; IFO %vas Fouquet/s choice, not his; 2astrow^ he did choose; 
Heyde he had by accident ; of Heyde he had never heard till the defence 
of Colberg began to be a world's w'onder. And in regard to his Garrisons, 
it is indisputable they \«ere often left palpably defective in quantity 
and quality; and, more than once, fatally gave way at the wrong 
moment. We can only say that Friedrich was bitterly in want of men 
for the field; that Oarris^jiin-Kegiment " w’as always reckoned an 
inferior article ; and that Friedrich, in the press of his straits, had often 
had to say: W‘el!, these" (plainly Helots, not Spartans), these will 
have to do 1" For which he severely sufibred : and perhaps*. repented, — 
who knows? 

^ I^astrow, in spite of London’s preeautionaiy Girdle of Croats, and 
the cares of a coming Ball, had got sufficient inkling of something 
being in the wind. And was mucli on the Walls all ddy, he and his 
Of?^rs; scanning wdtii their glasses and their guesses the surrounding 
phenomena, to little pux-j^ise. At night he sent out patrols ^ kept 
sputtering with musketry and an occasioinil c^mon into the vacant 
darkness We are alert, yoUfSce, Herr L»udon I”). In a word, took 
what measures he could, poor maiy— very stupid measuri!^, thinfs 
Tempelhof, and almost worse than none, especially this of sputterlig 
with musketry; — and h%ped always there xVould be no Attack, or 
none to speak Till, in fine, between 2 ainl 8 in the morning, his 
patrols galloped in, Austrians on march 1 " and Zastrow, throwing out 
a rocket ox* tw^o, descries in momentary illuminatioxi that the Fact ia 
verily hefe. * * ** * 

* His defence {four of the Five several Forts ajtacked at once) was of 
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a confused character! but better than could have been expected. 
Loudon’s Columns came ot with extraordinary v%our and condensed 
impetuosity! stormed the Outworks everywhere^ and i^lmost at once 
got into the shelter of the CoverejJi-way : but on |he Main Wall, or in 
the scaling part of their business^ wei'e repulsed! in some places twice 
or thrice ; •and had a tnurderous struggle, of ’ferj^chaotic natu:iiie, in the 
dark element. No picture of it in the least possible or neetfi# here. 
In one place, a Powder-Magazine blew up with about 400 of them, — 
blown (said rumour, with no certainty) by an indignant Prussian 
artillery-i]jan to whom they had refused quarter ; in another place, the 
800 Russian Grenadiers* came unexpectedly on a chasm or ^ridgeless 
interstice between two ramparts ; and had to halt suddenly, — ^till (says 
rumour again, with fjtill less certainty) their Officers insisting with the 
rearward part, Forward, forward*!” enough front men were tumbled 
in to make a roadway ! This was the story current ; ^ greatly exaggerated, 
I have no doubt. What we know is. That these Russians did scramble 
through, punctually perform their part of the work ; — and furthermore, 
that, having got upon the Town-Wall, which was finis to everything, 
they punctually sat down there ; and, reflectively leaning on their 
muskets, witnessed with the gravity and d%nity of antique sages, 
auperior to money or money’s worth, the general plunder which went on 
in spite of Loudon’s orders. 

^For, in fine, between d and 6 , that iSfl^n^about three hours and a half, 
Loudon was everywhere victorious ; Zastrow, Schweidnitz Fortress, and 
all that it held, were Loudon’s at discretion ; Loudon’s one care now 
was to stop dbhe pillage of th.^ poor Townsfolk, as the most pressing 
thing. Which was not ^ne without difficulty, nor completely till after 
hours of exertion by cavalry regiments sent in. The captors had fought 
valiantly ; but it was whispered there had been a preliminary of brandy 
in them ; certainly, except those poor Russians, nobody’s behaviour was 
unexceptionable.’ ^ 

The capture of ^ Schweidnitz^ cost Loudon about 1,400 
he ’found in Schweidnitz, 1)esides the Garrison all 
pifisoners or killed, some ^40 pieces of artUlery, — ^£11 
heavy guns, 186 hand-mortars,*' say the Austrian Accounts, 
<^with stores and munitions’ in such quantities; ‘=89,760 
musket-cartridges, 1,800,600 flints,’^ fer two ite|iis : — and 
all this was a ffifle compared to the Tshcck it has brought on 

^ Archeuholtz, !i. 275 .* it 

, . ^ In BsMtn-G^scKkhU {vi 651-665) the Austrian Account, with etc. 
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Friedrich'’s Siies.m|i aflairB- For, ib* present circiimstanccig, 
it amounts to the aetiial conquest of a large portion of 
Silesia ; and, for the first time, of a real prospect of finishing 
the remainder next^ Year. It is judged to have been the 
hardest stroke I^Mklrfch had in the coutse of tlfis War. 
^ Our "strenuous Campaign, on a sudden r’endered wind, and 
of no worth ! The Enemy to winter in Silesia, after all ; 
Silesia to go inevitably, —and lif^ along with it C ^ What 
Friedriclj^s black meditations were, nobody knows. ^ In the 
following rn'cekB** (not dose following, but poor Kilster does 
not date), *- the King fell ill of gout, saw* almost nobody, 
never mine out ; and, it was whispered, the inflexible heart 
of him was at last breaking ; that is to say, the very axis 
of this Prussian world giving %vay. And for certain, there 
ne^er was in his camp and over his dominions such a gloom 
as in this October 1761; till at length he appeared on 
horseback again, with a cheerful face ; and everybody 
thought to himself, the world will still roll, then 
This is what Loudoi^ kad done, without any Russians, 
except Russians to give him eight-and4brty hours colic, and 
put him on his own shifts. And the way in which the 
Kriegshofrath, and her Imperial Majesty the Kaiseriiin, 
received it, is perhaps still worth a w'-ord. The Kaiser, who 
had alone knowix of Loudon’s scheme, and for good reason 
(absolute secrecy being the very soul of it) had whispered 
nothing of it farther to any mortal, wm naturally overjoyed. 
But the Olympian brow of Maria Thcre^, when* the Kaiser 
went radiant to her with this ners, did not I’adiate in^ 
response ; but gloomed incli^antly : * No ordS from 

Kriegshofratlf, or Indignant Iv’iegshofrath called it 

a Crouicn-drekh (Croat’s-triek) ; and Loudon, like Prince 
Eugen long since, was with difficulty excused this act of 
disobedience. Great Authority ; — and ^ouglit to be 

M 

^ Kilster, Lebem-Rctiungm Friedrich ass Zweytsn ^Berlin, 1797), p. 59 etc. 
It is the ^me iimocent reliable Kiister whom we» cited, in Saldert^s case, 
already^ 
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, • ,« if fas by no means always happens) it 

dwinely rigorous, if (a? OJ 

otbenvise of divine quality^ contrast 

Friedrich’s treatment ^ /,l,,cky Gentleman, 

of style. Here is ' 'bto ■• ‘My^^ear 

who is himself clear ^ misfortune than _ h^ 

Major-General von \ consoles me m it 

l^efallen me is have behaved like a hv^e 

is, to see by your Leita tl< Garrison have, brought 

Officer, and that neither } ^h'es. I mn your well- 

disgrace And in Autograph this post- 

affectioned King,-—! -ivmm l., 
scipt: ‘You may. '» *» This Vtte . “All is 

rfte the Me of M’ JT „„„pktely eodevsWd 

lost except honom. Jr altogether 

the affair, I forbear to 3uhge 

extraordinary.— -E.’ , Zffitrow; only left him 

And never meddled farth t ^ Court-Martial, 

well alone for the futme. G neglected, after 

then ! ’ said Zastrow fii^mg ^ ^ ^ *ing 

the Peace. "®\7Xr such a mishap, it would be 

of crime |o you; bu command’; — and 

dangerous to trust ^ou w demission instead. 

i?,rp!i?^t& - T'" 

y^“4^f^fli,e^GenriS Z^tr“w who got killed by a 
t?(bullqt through ^oth 
lot^the Jibe), in the fet year o« this War. 

. rtcsf* ^n 6 ^(Letter undated there 
« Gross-lSIossen, October 3d )• 


date probably, 
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rTllAITOR WAEKOXSCH 

Fv 4 EBEi[fiJi\s Army was to have cantoned itself I’oiind Neisse^ 
October Sd : but on the instant of this fatal Schweidnit;^ 
news proceeded (3d-6tli October) towards Strelilen instead, — 
Friedrich personally on the 5th* — and took quarters there 
and in the villages rou!id. General cantonment at Strehlen, 
in guard of Breslau and of Neisse botii ; Loud on j still 
immovable at Kunzentlorfj attempting nothing on either of 
those places, and carefolly declining the risk of a Battle, 
which would have been FriedriclAs game : all this continued 
till the beginning of December, when both parties took 
Winter-quarters;^ cantoned themselves in the neighbouring 
localities, — -Czernichtf, wdth his Russians, in Glatz Country ; 
Friedrich in Breslau as head-quarter; — and the Campaign 
had ended. Ended in this part, without farther event of 
the least notability ; — Except the following only, which a 
poor man of the name of Kappel has recorded for us. Of 
which, and the astounding SequS to which, wm must now 
say something. # 

Kappel is a Gentlematfs Groom of those Strchlen parts; 
and shall, in his own words, bring us face to face with 
Eriedrich in that neighbourhood, directly after Schweidnitz 
was lost, .tt is Octtber 5th, day, or rather night of the 
day, of Friedriclfs arrival thereabouts f most of his Army 
ahead of him, and the Remainder all under way.* ^*3?riedmlr 
and thii rcfyrward part of his Army are filing about, in tiiat 
new Strehleiiward nibvement of theirs,* under cloud of night, 
in the intricate Hili-and-Dale Country; to post themselves 
to the advaniiage for their double object, of covering 
Br^lay and Neisso bt)th. Kapj>el loqui(tif\ abridged by 
Klister, whom we abridge : ^ 

# ^ Tempeihof, v. 349, * 
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^Monduy Night October 6 tk, 1 ^: 61 , The King, with, two or three 
attendants, still ahead of hj#? Army, appeared at Sg|ionhrunn, a Schloss 
and Village, hve or six miles south from Strehlen ; ^ and did the owner, 
Baron von Waidcotscli, an acquaintance of his, the honour of lodging 
there. Before bedtime, — ^if indeed the King Intended bed at all, 
meaning to be off in four hours hence, — Friedwich inquired of Warkotsch 
for trusty man, well acquainted with the roads in this i?oujitry.” 
Warkotseli mentioned Kappel, his own Groom ; one who undoubtedly 
knew every road of the Country ; and who had always behaved as a 
trusty fellow in the seven years he had been wdth him, ^^Let me see 
him/' said* the King. Ipippel was sent up, about midnight. King sfill 
dressed ; sitting on a sofa, by the fire : Kappel's look was sat^factory ; 
Kappel knows several roads to Strehlen, in the darkest night : It is 
the footpath wliich goes S0“and~so that I (for Friedrich knows 

this Country intimately ; readers l-emember his w'^orld-famous-Camp of 
Strehlen, with all the diplomacies of Europe gathered there, through 
summer, in the train of Mollwitz). Ihro Majest'dt^ I know it 1 ” 

Be ready, then, at 4 ."' 

^ Before the stroke of 4, Kappel was at the door, on Master’s h^st 
horse ; the King’s Groom too, and led horse, a nimble little grey, were 
waiting. As 4 struck, Friedrich came down, Warkotsch with him. 
Unspeakable the honour you have done my poor house ! ” Besides 
the King^s Groom, there were a Chamberlain, an Adjutant and two 
mounted Chasers {reitende Jdger)^ whilh» latter had each a lighted 
lantern: in all seven pers*ons, including Kappel and the King. •^*'Go 
before us on foot wdth your Ig-uterns," said the King. Very dark it 
was. And overnight the Army had arrived all about; some of them 
just coming in, on different roads and paths. The King walked above 
two miles, and looked how the Kegiments were, without speaking a 
word. At last, as the cannons came up, and wore still in full motion, 
the King said: Sharp, sharp, Bunche; it will he March directly/' 
March? The Devil it will: wo are just coming into Camp!'' sax? a 
’ cannonier, not knowing it was the King. ^ 

^The King said nofhing. Walked on still a little while; then 
'^H.ered, llBlow-out the lanterns; to horseback now 1" and mounted, 
as we all did. Me ho bade koep’^vo steps ahead, live and not more, 
that he might see me ; fojr it was very dark. JNfot far from the Lord- 
ship Oasserey, whore there is a Water-mill, the King asked me, 
Haven't you missed the Bridge here?" (a King that •does not forget 
roads and topographies which may come to cornern him Ij-y-and hade 

. / TMs is the Warkotsch Schonbrunn ; not the other near Schweidnite, as 
ArcheuhoUz believes : %^^Archmholhy ii, 287, and the bit of myth he has gone 
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m ride mth the utmost silence^* and lAke no jingle. As day broke, we 

were in sight of Btrdjlen, near by the Farm^pf Treppendorf. And do 
you know where the%al}eiihcrg lies?"' said the King; must be to 
left of the Towfi, near the Hills ,* bring us thither I " 

^When w€* got on Kallenberg, iifwas not quite day ; and we had to 
halt for more light. ‘Af^er some time the Kin^ said to his Groom, 
Give my perspective I looked slowly all round for a good while, 
and Uieii said, 1 see no Austrians ! (ground all at our choice, then ; 
we know where to choo.se !) llie King then asked m.e if I knew^ the road 
to '--in fact, to several places, which, in a Parish History of those parts, 
would be ahuudaiitiy interesting ; but fmist he entirely omitted here. 

q'lic King called his Chumlierlain ; gave some sign, which 
meant Beer-mcmey to Kappel I “ — and I got four eight-groschen 
pkau^'H' (three Hhillings odd ; a rich reward in those days) ; ‘'and was bid 
tell my iMaster, ‘‘ That the King thanked him for the good quarters, and 
assured him of his favour/' 

^ Riding hack acros.s country, Kappel, some four or five miles home- 
ward, cauio upmi the whole Prus.sian Army," struggling foiwvard in 
ilidr various Columns. Two Generals, — ^one of them Krusemark, King's 
Adjutant* (Colonel Krusemark, not General, as Kappel thinks, who 
came to know him some weeks after), — ‘had him brought up: to whom 
he gave account of himself, how he had been escorting the King, and 
where he had left Ms Majesty. ‘'^Behind Strehlen, say you? Breslau 
road ? Devil knows whithejn w^ shall all have to go yet 1 ** observed 
Krusimark, and left Kappel free/ ^ * 

In those weeks, Colberg Siege, Fitt's Catastrophe and high 
things axe impending, or completed, elsewhere : but this is the 
cnie thing r.oticeable hereabonts. In regard to Stxehlen, and 
Friedrich's history there, what we have to say turns all upon 
Kappel and Warkotsch : and, — after mentioning only 
that PVicKlriel/s lodging is not in Strehlen proper, but in 
Woiselwife, a village or suburb almost half a mile off, and 
very negligently guard ed 5 -*-*-we have* to record an*4i,(kentu?^ 
which then made a great deal of noise in the world. • 

% « 

% 

Warkotsch^is a rich lord ; Sehdiibrunn only one of five or 
BIX different Estates ^vhich he has in those parts ; though, not 
many xears ago, being younger brother, he was a Captain in 
the Austrian service (Regiment Boita^ if you are particular) ; 

« ^ Kdster, Zedms pp.1S6-76. 
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and lay in Olmutz, — with veJy dull outlooks ; not impiwed^ 
Pshould judge, by the*^ fact that Silesia a^sd the Warkotsch 
connections were become Prussian since this jmiior entered 
the Austrian Armj^ The jiniior had sow^^ his wild oats, and 
was already getting grey in the beard^^ inf that dull manner^ 
w^hen, about seven years ago, his Elder '^Brother, to^whoni 
Friedrich had always been kind, fell unwell ; and, in the end 
of 1755, died : whereiipon the junior saw himself Heir ; and 
entered ron a new phase of things. Quitted his Captaincy, 
quitted his allegiance; and was settled herd peaceaMy under 
his new King iiul756, a little wKile before this War broke 
out. And, at Schonbrumi, Qctober Atfi, 1761, has had his 
Majesty himself for guest. 

Warkotsch w^as not long in riding over to Strehlen to pay 
his court, as in duty bound, for the honour of such a Visit ; 
and from that time, Kappel, every day or two, had to attend 
him thither. The King had always had a favour for War- 
kotsch’s late Brother, as an excellent Silesian Landloi’d and 
Managex', whose fine domains wereTlit'an exemplary condition ; 
as, under the new Warkotsch too, they have continued to be. 
Always a gracious Majest/to this Warkotsch as well ; who is 
an old soldier withal, and man of sense and ingenuity; 
acceptable to Friedrich, and growing more and more familiar 
among FriedricKs circle of OlRcers now at Strehlen. 

To Strehlen is Warkotseh’s favourite ride; in the solit^y 
country, quite a charming adjunct to ^oiir usual dull errand 
out for ail' and e5^ferci>se. Kappel, too, remarks about this 
^me tlxat *he (Kappel) gets once and again, and ever more 
frequently, a Letter to carry over to Siebenhiiljpn, a Village 
three or four miles off ; the Letter ahTays to one Schmidt, 
who is Catholic Curate there ; Letter under ^envelope, well 
sealed,— and consisting of two pieces, if you finger jt judici- 
ously. And, what is c4irious, the "Letter never h^s any 
address ; Master merely orders, * Punctual ; for Curatus 
Schmidt, you know 4*^ What can this be? thinks Xwpeh 
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Some secret, doubtless ; perhaps some yitrigiie, which Madam 

must not know off— > Jch, llirr Baron ; and at your age^ — 
fifty, I am S.ire ! ** Kappel, a ^solid fellow, conc^enied for 
gi’ODmd)usine.sH aloi^e, punctually carries ids Letters; takes 
charge cf the llesp* -nsis too, wlixdi never h^xe any Address ; 
and does not too much trouble himself with curiosities of an 
impertineut nature, 

*J^o these external phenomena ^will at j>resent only add 
this inteijKil one :/rhat an old Ikother Officer of Warkoisch^s, 
a Colonel Wallis, with Htissars, is now^ lying at Heinrichau, — 
say, 10 ndlcK from Strehlen, and about 10 from Schonbrunn 
too, or a mile more if you take* the Siebenbuben w'ay ; and 
that al! these missives, through Curatus Schmidt, are for 
Wallis the Hussar Colonel, and must be a secret not from 
Bhidam alone ! How a Baron, hitherto of honour, could all 
at once become turpmmus^ the Superlative of Scoundrels ? 
This is even the reason, — the prii«e is so superlative. 

* Monday Night Nommher SOth^ J701 ’ (niglit bitter cold), Kappel finds 
himself sitting moniitech and Holding Blaster s ^horse, in Strehlen, more 
exact}/ in Woiselwitx, a Suburb of Strehlen, near the King's door, — 
Blajesty’s traveiling-coaeh drawn-out thare, symbol that ^trehlen is 
ending, general departure tow’ards Breslau iww nigh. Not to Kappel’s 
sorrow perhaps, waiting iii the cold there. Kappm waits, hour after hour ; 
Master taking his ease with the King's people, regardless of the horses 
and me, in this shivery weather ; — and one must not walk Hbout either, 
for disturbing the King's sleep 1 Not till midnight does Blaster emerge, 
and the freezing Kappel and quadrupeds get under w^ay. Underlay, 
Master breaks-out Into singular talk about the |iing*s lodging : Was 
ever afiything so earelesB ; nothing but twOiSentrks in the King's ante- 
room ; thirteen all the soldiers that are in Woiselvvitz ,* Stre^Jen not"* 
availabie in less |hnn twenty minutes : nothing but woods, haggly gleifts 
and hills, all on tc» !leinri<^kni : H(w easy to Hiiateh off his Majesty I l/m 
(■/attas' my Lord, don’t speak so : think if a patrolling Prussian 

were to bear it, in tlie dark ! " Pooh, pooh, answers the Herr Bar 4 m. 

^ At ScJmnbrunn, in tlfh short hours, Kappal finds Frau Kappel in a 
sfcat^ of unappeasable curtosify : ^I'^'hat ft*fn it be ? Curatus Schmidt 
was here all afternoon ; much iti haste to see Blaster ; had to go at last, 
'—for the Church-service, this St. Andrew's And only think, 

though ho* sat with IVly Lady hours and hours, he left this letter with 

vdLAii. * 2 c 
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me : *Oive it to yom Husband, for my Lord, tbe instant they come ; and 
say I must havo an Answdi* tomorrow morning a#*?/ Left it witL me, 
not with My Lady |~~]^Iy Lady not to know of it 1 ^^iTush, woman 1 
But Frau Kappel bas been, ber^elf, unappcasably running about, ever 
siuce sbe got this Letter ; lias applied to two f^low-servants, one after 
the otheP, who can*read writing, Break iv up^ will you !” ^But they 
would not Practical Kappel takes the Letter up to Ma^e:ql^ room ; 
delivers it, with the Message. \¥'hat, Curatus Schmidt 1 ** interrupts 
My Lady, who whs sitting there: ^^Herr Good-man, what is that?*' 
That ig a Letter to me," angers the Good-man : Wliat have yqpi to 
do with it ? " Upon which My Lady flounces out a hujff, and the Hen* 
Baron sets about writing his Answer, whatever it may be, 

^Kappel and Frau are gone to bed, Frau still eloquent upon the 
mystery of Curatus Schmidt, when his Lor&hip taps at their door; 
enters in the dark : is for the Curatus, at 7 o’clock tomorrow ; I 

leave it on the table here : be in time, like a good Kappel I " Kappel 
promises his Unappeasable that he will actually open this Piece before 
delivery of it; upon which she appeases herself, and they both fall 
asleep. Kappel is on foot betimp next morning. Kappel quietly 
pockets his Letter; still more quietly, fr®m a neighbouring room, 
pockets his Master's MgSeal(Pe^«cha/^), with a view to resealing : he then 
steps out ; giving his Bursch* (Apprentice or Under-Groom) ^ order to be 
ready in so many minutes, ‘^Yon ai^d these two horses" (specific for 
speed) ; and, in the interim, walks ovef, with Letter and PeUchaJtf to 
the Reverend Herr Gerlach's, for some preliminary business. Kappel is 
Catboiie ; Warkotsch, Prote^ant ; Herr Gerlacb is Protestant preacher 
in the Village of Schonjjrmin, — much hated by Warkotsch, whose stand- 
ing order is ; Don't go near that insolent fellow " ; but known by 
Kappel to be a just man, faithful in difficulties of the weak against the 
strong. GeHach, not yet out of bed, listens to the awful story ; reads 
the horrid missive ; Warkotsch to Colonel Wallis ; You can seiz| the 
King, living or dead, this night ! " — hesitateg about copying it (as Kappel 
wishes, for a good purpose) ; but is encouraged by Ms Wife, and soon 
^writes a Cppy, Tliis Copji Kappel sticks into the old cover*, seals as 
usual ; fhd, with the Original gafe in his own pocket, returns to the 
allables now. His Bursch and he mount; after a Httje, he orders his 
Bursch : Bursch, ride'you to Siebenhuben 'Snd Curatus Schmidt, with 
this sealed Letter ; you^ and say nothing. I was to Jiave gone myself, 
but cannot; be speedy, be discreet 1" And tbe Burscb dashes off for 
Siebenhuben wi^ the sealed Copy, for Schmkft, Warkotsch, Wallis and 
Company's behoof ; Kappel !*fding, at a stifi bdtter pace, to StNahlen with 
the Original, for behj^of of the Fling's Majesty. 

' ; ^At feehlen, Kin^ Majesty not yet visible, Kappel has ^eat diffi- 
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cuities m the aiiteroem among the nmity people. But he persistS|^ 

Insistn : Head my then which thef dare not do ; which only 

Colonel Krugem|ii:, the Adjutant, perhaps dara They take him to 
Krusemark, Emsemark reads, all a^ast ; locks-up Kappel ; nms to 
the King ; returns, muif^es Kappel in soldier’s cloak and cap, and leads 
him in. The King, lool fiig^nto Kappel’s face, into Eappel’s ckar story 
and the VVmkotscii handwriting, needed only a few ; and the 

jfit orders, as to Warkotsch and (-ompany, were suon given : dangerous 
engineers now fallen harmless, hlown-up by their owfl petard. One of 
the Ring’s first qiiestions was : howjiave I offended Wark^)tsch?”’ 

Kappel does not know * Master is of strict wilfuh turn ; — Master would 
grumble anil growl sometimes about the peasant people, and how a 
nf)hkman has now m power over them, iu comparison, Are you a 
FrotcHtaiit No, your^Majesty, Catholic/’ ihr iTe?TC%*’ said ' 

the King to those about him ; ** Warkotsch is a Protestant ; his Curatus 
Schmidt is a C.-atholic ; and this man m a Catholic : there are villains and 
honest people in every creed I ” 

*^At that day, Warkotsch had sat down to dinner, comfortably 
In hi^ dressing-gown, nobody but the good Baroness there; when Eitt- 
meister Hahenau suddenly ^descended on the Schloss arid dining-room 
with dragoons : Jn arrest, Herr Baron ; I am sorry you must go with 
me to Brieg I Warkotech, a strategic fellow, kept countenance to Wife 
and Eittmeister, in this sudden %li of the thunderbolt: ^'Yes, Herr 
Eittmeister ; it is that mass of 6 orn I was to fawnish ” (showing Mm an 
actual ofder of that kind), ^^and I am behind my time with it I Nobody 
can help his luck. Take a bit of dinner with us, any way 1 " 51 .ittmeister 
refused ; but the Baroness too pressed Mm ; he at length sat down. 
tParkotsch went to dress"; first of all, to give orders about his best 
horse ; but was shocked to find that the dragoons were a hundred, and 
tliat every outgate -was beset. Eeturning half-dressed, with an air of 
baffled hospitality: ^^Herr Rittmeister, our Schloss must not be dis- 
graceU ; here are your brave fellows waiting, and nothing of refreshment 
ready for them. I have give^ order at the Tavern jn the Village ; send 
them down ; there they shall drink better lu^jk: to me, and have a bit of 
bread and cljcese/* Stupid Rabefmu again consents in a few 1*11310168 
more, Warkotsch^is in the Woods, galloping like Epsom, toward# 
Wallis ; and Ihibenau can only arrest Madam (w'ho knows nothing), and 
return In a baffled shite. 

^ Schmidt too got* away. Tlie party sent after Schmidt found him in 
the little Tovm of NimptS?ch, half way home again from his Wallis 
errand ; comfortably dming*wii% some innoaant hospitabfe people thei*e. 
Schmidt could not conceal his confusion; but pleading piteously a 
B€N 5 es 8 ity of nature, was with difficulty admitted ti*the— -to the Abtritt 
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|CMjalled I and tliere^ by J^ome long pole or rake-handie^ vanished wholly 
through a never-imagineil aperture, and was n(^more heard of in the 
upper world. The Prussian soldiery does not seem^expert in thief- 
taking. . « ^ ^ 

^^’i^rkotsch came back about midnight that same Tuesday, 500 Wallis 
Hussars »^scorting Ifim ; and took away his 2l‘ad.7i moneys, near 5,000/, in 
gold, reports Frau Kappel, who witnessed the gnastly operatfmj^Hussars 
in great terror, in haste, and xmconscionably greedy as to sharing); — 
after which our ifext news of him, the last of any clear authenticity, is 
this Note to his pour Wife, winch was read in the Law Procodui*e§t on 
him six moil tlis hence : My Child (J/em The ac^ thought 

I took up against my King has overwhelmed me in boundfless misery. 
From the toji of the highest hill I cannot see the limits of it. Farew^ell ; 
I am in the farthest border of Turkey.— WAhicoTSCH.*' ' ^ 

Schmidt and he, after patient trialy were both of them 
beheaded and quartered, — in pasteboard effigy, — in the Salt 
Ring (Great Square) of Breslau, May 176^ : — -in pasteboard, 
Friedrich liked it better than the other way, ^ Meimtwegen^ 
wrote he, sanctioning the execution, "For aught I care; the 
Portraits mil likely be as worthless as the Originals.’ Ritt- 
meister Rabenau had got off wwth a few-days an*est, and the 
remark, ^ Er ki em Hummer Teufel (You are a stupid 
Warkotsch’s Estates, all^and sundry, deducting the Baroness’s 
jointure, which was punctually paid her, were confiscated to 
the King, — and by him were made over to the Schools of 
Breslau and Glogau, which, I doubt not, . enjoy them to this 
day. Reverend Gerlach in Schonbrunn, Kappel and KappeFs 
Bqysch, were all attended to, and properly rewarded, tfeugh 
there are runioin;s to the contrary.* Hussar-Colonel Wallis 
got no public pi'omotitn, thongh^it is not doubted the Head 
;^eople had been well eo^^isant of his ingenious intentions. 
Official Vienna, lik^ mankind in general, sixmddered to own 
him ; the great Counts Wallis at Vienna publislied in the 
Newspapers, * Our House has no connection with that gentle- 
man ’ ; — andj^ in fact, he was of Irish breed, it seems, the 
natne of him WaUfec/% Walsh), if one cared. Warkotsch 
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died at Haab {ikk side the farthest comer of Turkey)^ ixi 
1769 : his poor Bironess had vanished from Silesia five years 
befor <*5 probaBly to join hiin^ He had some pension or 
alimejit from the Anstrmn Court ; small or not so small is a 
disputed jKiint. ; * m $ 

And- tfjis is, more minutely than need have been, in 
autla.aii;ic fortn only too diffuse, the onc^ world-fmiious 
\\'|rkots(*h 1[>agedy or Wellnigh-Tragic Melodrama; which 
is still interesting, and a matter of stixly, of pathos and 
minute controversy, to the {>alriot and aiitic|iiary in Prussian 
Countries, though hcr|i v^e might have been briefer about it. 
It would, indeed, have '^finished the IVar at once’; and on 
terms delightful to Austria and its Generals near by. But 
so would any unit of the miilion balls and bullets which have 
w^hiftled rmand that same Iloyal Head, and have, every unit 
of them, missed like Warkotsch ! Particular Heads, royal 
and other, meant for use in the scheme of things, are not to 
be hit on any terms till the use is had. 

% 

Prkdrich settled in Breslau for the V^^nter, December 9th* 
From Colberg bad news meet him pi Breslau ; bad and ever 
worse: Colberg, not Warkotsch, is the interesting matter 
there, for a fortnight coming, — till (.f)lberg end, it also 
irremediable. The Russian hope on Colbexg is, long since, 
limited to that of famine. We said the conveyance of 
Supplies, across such a Hundred Miles of wilderness, from 
Stettin thither, with Rifesians and the Winter gainsaying, was 
the ciifiknilty. Our short J^ote eontiiiies : 

^ In fact, it iH iJbc impoi^sibiiity : trial trial goes on, in a strenuoiis 
manner, Imi williout Octotor Crreau lOeist tries; 

0(‘tolier 22tl, KiK>hioch and even Pkten try. For llie next two months 
there in trial on trial made (UnsHar Klelst, Knobloch, Thaddeii, Platen), 
not without *f«rious femflng, struggling; hut with no success. There 
are, in wswt at the proper pfaces, 15,000 »Mussiaxis w'ajilaying. Winter 
eomes early, and luiusualiy severe ; such marchings, such eudeavourings 
md endurances,— without success ! For darkneH|,^coId, grim difficulty, 
fierce resij^nce to it, one reads few things like this of Colberg. *^^The 
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mow lies ell-deep^’" says Archenholtz; ; suow-tempestsj sleety frost : a 
country wasted and hungered out ; wants fuei-i*s%od | has not even salt 
The soldier's bread is a block of ice ; impx-acticable to*bnman teeth till 
you thaw it^—which is only posg[ible by night” The Russian ships dis- 
appear (I7th October) ; November 2d, Butturiii^ leaving reinforcements 
with out '"jtint vanidies towards Poland. The d^^ before Bnttnriin went^ 
there had been solemn summons upon Eugen, Surrender^cfLourahly, 
we once more bid you ; never will we leave this ground^ till Colberg is 
ours I ” Vain to propose it ! ” answers Eugen^ as before. The Russians 
too are clearly in great misery of %mit ; though with better roads cpen 
for them ; and RomaiiSow's obstinacy is extreme. ^ 

^ Night of November 14t]i-15th, Eugen, his horse-fodder being entirely 
done^ and Hcydc^s magazines worn almost^ out, is obliged to glide 
mysteriously, circuitously from his Camp, and go to try the task himself. 
The most difficult of marches, gloriously executed; which avails to 
deliver Eugen, and lightens the pressure on Heyde's small store. Eugen, 
in a way Tempelhof cannot enough admire, gets clear away.. Joins with 
Platen, collects Provision ; tries to send Provision in, hut without ^ect. 
By the K!ng*s order, is to try it himself in a collective form. Had 
Heyde food, he would care little. • 

^ Romanzow, who is now in Eugenes old Camp, summons the Veteran ; 
they say, it is ^^for the twenty-liffch time,” — not yet quite the last. 
Heyde consults his people : JTamera^en^ what think you should I do ? ” 
Thun Sie"s durcJiaus nicht:, Herr Obnstf Do not a whit of ifc Herr 
Colonel: we will defend ourselves as long as we have bread and 
powder.” ^ #lt is grim frost ; Heyde pours water on his walls, Romanzow 
tries storm ; the walls ^re glass ; the garrison has powder, though on 
half rations as to bread : storm is of no effect. By the King’s order, 
Eugen tries again. December 6th, starts; has again a march of the 
most consunfmate kind ; December 12th, gets to the Russian intrench- 
ment; stoi-ms a Russian redoubt, and %hts inexpressibly ; but itiwill 
not do. Withdraws ; leaves Colberg to its |pte. Next morning, Heyde 
gets his twenty-sixth* summons ; reflects on it two days ; and then 
^(December 6th), his blscuife done, decides to march out, with music 
playing, *lirms shouldered and th^ honours of war.” ' ^ Adieu to the old 
Hero ; who, we hope, will not stay long in Russian pris(»n. 


^ What a Place of Arms for us ! ’ thinks* Romanzow ;~ 

« though, indeed, for Campaign 1768, *at this Me time of 

^ Seyfarth, iii aS ; Archenholtz, ii. 304. . . 

■Tempelhof, - ;■ "Archenholtz, -'ii.^" 294-307 ;■ especially ■ the "Sey&rth;;" 

,, ...... A, f 
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ymtj it ‘Will not so much avair us.’ No; — and for ITBS, 

who knows if you %ill need it then ! * 

m 

Six weeks ago^ Prince Heiiii Itnd Daun ha<l finished their 
Saxon Campaign in $. ntiich more harmless manner. Ij^ovember 
Silh Batfn, after infinite rallying^ mai’shalliiig^ rearranging, 
and coimselling with Loudon, who has sat so long quiescent 
oh the Heights at Kun^endorf, ready to aid and reinforce, did 
at length (nothiii^ of ^ rashness ’ t?iiargeajbl<2 on l)auft) make 
* a general attack on Prince Heorfs outposts,’ in the Meissen 
or Mulda-Ell>e Counixy, * from Rosswein all ^rcross to Siebeii- 
eichen’; simultaneous attack, 15 miles wide, or 1 know not 
how “wide, hut done with vigour ; and, after a stiff struggle 
in the small way, drove them all in in, all of them, more 
or Jess and then did nothing farther whatever. Henri had 
to contract his c|oarters, and stand alertly on his guard : but 
nothing came. ^ Shall have to winter in straiter quarters, 
behind the Mulda, not astride of it as formerly * that is alL* 
And so the Campaign in Sq^xony had ended, * without, in the 
whol$ course of it ’ (say the Books), « either party gaining any 
essential advantage over the other.’ ^ 


CHAPTER X 

FEIEBBICH m bheslait; has news feom^ 
PETEESBTJEG # 

SmcE December 9th, %*’riedrich % in BreslauJ Mn some 
remainder of* his mined Palace there ; and is represented ^to 
us, in Books, as sitting amid ruins ; no prospect ahead of him 
but min. Withdrawn from Society ; looking fixedly on the 
gloomiest •future. Sfees hardly anybody ; speaks, except it be 
OB business, nothing! ’^One day,^»I have r&d somewhere, 

^ Seyfarthj lii 54 s Tempelhof, v. 275 et seq. pp, 263-280 for 
Campaign %t large, in all breadth of detail). 
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® General Lentiilus dined wiGi him ; and there was not a word 
uttered at alL^ The'" Anecdote-Books have Dialogues with 
Ziethen; Ziethen still trusting in Divine Providence; King 
trusting only in the iron Destinies, and the stern refuge of 
Deatli ^*ith lioi^pur : Dialogues eviden1«3y symbolical only* 
In fact, this is not, ox’ is not altogether^' the King’s <^mmon 
humour. He has his two Nephews with him (the elder, old 
enough to learn" soldiering, is to be of next Campaign und^r 
him) ; he is not without society when he likes, — never wiBh- 
oiit employment whether he like or not ; and, in thi? blackest 
murk of despondencies, has his Turk and other Illusions, 
which seem to be brighter this Year than ever,^ 

For certain, the King is making all preparation, as if 
victory might still crown him : though of practical hope he, 
doubtless often enough, has little or none. England seems 
about deserting him ; a most sad and unexpected change lias 
befallen there : great Pitt thrown out? perverse small Butes 
come in, whose notions and procedures diifer far from Pitt’s! 
At home hei’e, the Russians are in Pomniern and the Neu- 
mark; Austrians haye Saxony, all* but a poor strip beyond 
the Mulda ; Silesia, all but a fraction on the Oder : Fried- 
rich has with himself 3(1,000; with Piince Henri 35,000 ; 
under Eugen of Wlirtemherg, against the Swedes, 5,000 ; in 
all his Dominions, 60,000 fighting men. To make head 
against so* many enemies, he calculates that 60,000 more 
must be raised this Winter. And where are these to Qpme 
front; England and its help having, also fallen into such 
dubiety ? Next Y8ar, it is calculated by everybody, Friedrich 
*^himse]f 4iltrdly excepted (in bad moments), must be the finis 
cTT this long agonistic tragedy. On the other Jiand, Austria 
herself is in sore difficulties as to ca?h; discharges 30,000 
men, — ^trusting she may have enough besides 4;o finish Fried- 
rich, France is bankrupt, starving, passionate for Peace; 
JSnglish Bute^'^nothing Mke so ill to treat with as JPitt : to 
V Austria no more {jpbsidies from France, The War is waxing 

.. ^ m Sck^mngfiiu {siss^ms), # ■ 
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feeblcs, mi on Friedrich's sitle oily, like a flattie short of fuel 
This Year it ittiisligo out; Austria wHl have to kill FriedriAi 
tWs Yeai% if%t alL 

Whether Austria's and tlie world's prophecy would have 
been fulfilled? N ihq^ly can say what ipiraculous sudden 
shift ontbiirsl^ of fiery enterjirise, may still lie in this 
mmu Friedrich is diflknilt to kilh grows terribly elastic 
when you c‘oin})ress Jiim into a corner. Or iDestiny, perhaps^ 
nmy have tried him snffidently; End be satisfied? •Destiny 
does se^d him a wonderful star-of-day, bursting out on the 
sudilein as will be hccii ! — Meanwhile her« is the English 
calamity ? worse than any S(hwoidnitz, Colberg or other that 
1ms befallen in this blackest of the night. 

Pin Cahistroplie : how ike Peace- Negvikitioii went off hy 
Explosion; hozo PHt withdrexo (Sd October 1761)^ 
there crime a Spanish War nevertheless 

In St. James's Street, * in tiie Duke of Cumberland's late 
lodgings,' on the 2d October 1761, there was held one 
of the most remarkable Cabinet-Councils known in English 
History : it is the hist of Pitt's Cabinet-Councilt for a long 
time,— might as well have been his ^ast of all ; — and is 
of the highest importance to Friedrich through Pitt, We 
spoke of the C'hoiseul Peace-Negotiation ; of an ofter in- 
di^ctly from King Carlos, Could not I mediate a little?' 
— ofler which exploded said Negotiation, and produced the 
Bourbon Family Compact and an additional War instead. 
Let m now look, slightly fm* a *few moments/ into thatr 
matter and its sequ(?nces. * # 

It was Jnhj lo//!*, when Bossy, alolig with something in 
his own Frciiich sphere, presented this beautiful Spanish 
Appendi;^, — ^ apprc4iettsive that IVar may break out again 
with Sjfain, when Two have g0t settled.^ By the same 
opportunity came a Note from hini, which was reckoned 
import|ttt too : * That the Empress Q«ieen would and did^ 
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whatever might become of the Congress of Augsburg, approve 
of this Separate Peace between Pranee'^and England, — 
England merely undertaking to leave the Kin*^ of Prassia 
altogether to himself in futufe with her Imperial Majesty and 
her Neiver, Sir 1 ’ answered Pitt^ with emphasis, to 

this latter Proposition ; and to the former about ‘Spain’s 
interfering, or whispering of interference, he answered — ^by at 
once returning the Paper, as a thing non-extant, or whichjt 
was charitable to consider so. ‘Totally inadmissible. Sir; 
mention it no more ! ’ — and at once called upon the Spanish 
Ambassador to disavow such impertinence imputed to his 
Master. Fancy the colloqQies, the agitated consultations 
thereupon, between Bussy and this Don, in view suddenly of 
breakers ahead ! 

In about a week (July 23d) Bussy had an Interview w^th 
Pitt himself on this high Spanish matter ; and got some 
utterances out of him which are memorable to Bussy and us. 
‘It is my duty to declare to you, Sir, in the name of his 
Majesty,’ said Pitt, ‘that his M^j^sty will not suffer the 
disputes with Spain to be blended, in any manner whatever, 
in the Negotiation of Peace between the Two Crowns. To 
which I mdst add, that it will be considered as an affront to 
his Majesty’s dignityfand as a thing incompatible with the 
sincerity of the Negotiation, to make farther mention of such 
a circumstance.’ ^ Bussy did not go at once, after this 
deliverance ; but was unable, by his arguments and pleadings, 
by all his oil and fire joined together? to produce the least 
improvement on it : ‘ Tiqjie enough to treat of all that, Sir, 
when the*^ower of London Js taken sword in hand ! ’ ^ was 
Pitt’s last word. An expression which went over the world ; 
and went especially to*King Carlos, as fast as it could fly, or 
as his Choiseul could speed it: and, in about three weeks,, 

/ ^ la ii* 554 5— Pitt nmi day putting" it isi writing, * word lor word,* 

it BttS^s re<|aest. 

® Beatson, si. 434. Afc|j.enholtJ: (is. 245) has heard of this expression, in 
s%ht!y incorrect way* • 
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produced, — -it anc! what had gome before it, by the unijed 
industry of Ch^seul and Carlos, finally produced, — the 
famed Bon 7 %on Family Compact (August ISth, 1761), and 
a variety of otlier ■weighty results, which lay in embryo 
thereii*, . , • .♦ # 

Pitrt,'*in the inxcrim, had been intensely prosecuting, in 
Spain and everywhere, his inquiry into the ^Jussy phenomenon 

duly 15th; which he, from the first glimpse of it, took to 
mean a mystery ^of treachery in tlie pretended Peace* Negotia- 
tion, on the part of Choiseul anfr Catholic Majesty ; — ^though 
other long heads, a^d PitPs AmhassfM.lor Madrid investi- 
gating on the spot, considered tt an inadvertence mainly, and 
of no practical meaning. On getting knowledge of the 
Itourbon Family Compact, Pitt perceived that his suspicion 
w;gs a certainty and likewise that the one clear course was, 
To declare War on the Spanish Bourbon too, and go into 
him at once : ‘ We are ready ; fleets, soldiers, in the East, in 
the.W^t; he not ready anywhere. Since he wants War, let 
him have it, without loss^ of a moment i ’ That is PitPs 
clear view of the case ; but it is no means Bute and 
Company's,— who discern in it, rj-ther, a means of finishing 
another operation they have long been secretly busy upon, by 
their Mauduits and otherwise ; and ar^ clear against getting 
into a new War with Spain or anybody: ^Have not we 
: enough of ; Wars,?';'' say 

Since September 18th, there had been three Cabinet- 
Councils held on thif great Spanish quption : ‘ MystWy of 
treachery, meaning War^ from Sp^n? Or awkward inad- 
vertence only, practically meaning little or nothing? ^ Pitt, 
surer of hi^ coin^se every time, every ^ time meets the same 
contradiction. Council of October ^d was tixe third of the 
series, and prSved to be the last. 

Seventy-fours sent instantly to Cadig:,’ had been 
PitPs |)roposaI, on the first emer|ence of the Bussj pheno- 
menon. Here am his words, October £d,«when it is about to 
get coiBummated : ^ This is now the time for humbling the 
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3 House of Bourbon : ana if this opportunity is let slip> 
lall never find anotlier i Their united power^ if suffered 
ather strength, will baffle our most vigorous efforts, and 
bly plunge us in the gulf of ruin. We miist not allow 
1 a moment to breathe. Self-preserw'tion bids crush 
i before they can combine or recollect themseives.’^’^^ No 
ence that Spain means war ; too many wars on our hands ; 
us at least wait ! urge all the others, — all but one, (ff 
and "a licdf^ of vfflom presently. Whereupon Pitt: ‘If 
,e views are to be followed, this is the last time 1 can sit 
his Boai’d. I'was called to the Administration of Affains 
the voice of the People :* to them I have always con- 
:red myself as accountable for my conduct ; and therefore 
not remain in a situation which makes me responsible for 
rsures I am no longer allowed to guide.’ ^ ^ 

Carteret Granville, President of said Council for ten years 
it,^ now an old red-nosed man of seventy-two, snappishly 
>k him up, — it is the last public thing poor Carteret did in 
s world,— in the following terms: ^ I find the Gentleman 
determined to leave -us; nor can 1 say I am sorry for it, 
ice otherwise he would have certainly compelled us to leave 
.n*’ (Haf ruled us, may not I say, with a rod of iron !) 
lut if he be resolved to assume the office of exclusively 
Ivising his Majesty and directing the operations of the War, 
I what purpose are w called to this Council? ‘W^hen he 
dks of being responsible to the People, he talks the language 
c the House of Commons ; forgets that, at this Board, he 
only resjgonsible to the King. However, though he may 
bssibly feve convinced himself of his infallibility, still it 
einfains that we should be equally convinced, before we can 
esign our understandings to his direction, or join with him 
n the measure he proposes.’ ® 

^ Beat^on, ii. 43S.’' ' " ” " 

® Came in * i7tli June January 1763.* 

^ Biogn Briiahnica (Kippls’s 5 London, 1784), iii. 278, See Thackeray, i 
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Who, heMles^^ Temple {Pitt'# Brother-in-law) confirinatoiy 
of Pitt, Bnte iie^^ory, and Newoastle^^&^jf, the other beauli- 
ful gentlemdi were, I will not ask ; but poor old Carteret, — 
the wine perhaps sour on his* stomach (old age too, with 
Getnmn imanories pf ins own, « A biggish J[ife once^ mine, all 
folifo'Jol* 7caut ofHhis same Kingship like Pitt's!’)— I am 
sorry okl Carteret should have ended so 1 He made the 
aJ)ove Answer ; jutd Hit resigned next day»^ ^ The Nation 
was thunderstruck, alanned and Tndigi^anfc,’ says Walpole : ^ 
yes, noVoiider;— but, exce])t a great deal of noisy jargoning 
it* Parliament and out of it, the Nation gained nothing for 
itseff by its indignant, thundersk'icken and other feelings. Its 
Pitt is irrecoveraWe ; and it may long look for another such. 
These beautiful recalcitrants of the Cabinet-Council had^ 
tl|e!nselves, within three months (think under what noises and 
hootings fropi a non-admiring Nation), to declare War on 
Spain/ 7iot on better terms than when Pitt advised; andj 
except for the ^ readiness ’ in wKich Pitt had left all things, 
might have fared indifterei^ly in it. 

To Spain and Franc# the results gf the Family Compact 
(we may as well give them at once, though they extend over 
the W'holc next year and farther, and concern ftiedricli very 
little) were : a Wav on England (chiefly on poor Portugal for 
England’s sake); with a War hjj England in return, which 
cost Spain its Havana and its Philippine Islands.*’ 

^From I7^>0 anti before, the Spanish C*arlos^ liis orthodox miudjfierhaps 
shooked at Poiuhai and uie Anti-Jesuit j)rocedtires, iiad forbitldeti trade 
with Portugal ; ha(i keen drawiiig-oni digigeroiis militm forces on tlic 
Fmnlier*’; and affliiding and fri^h|eninig the poor Country, But oh 
the aetua! arji\al of War with Knirlaiid, (’hoiseui and he, as the#iirst 
feasihilUy dkcernihle, ^ade Demand (thmj* times over, 3(»th March-—- 
IBth April 17y2, each time more Btringently) on poor Portuguese 

* Thackt'rayy h S9^ * Oclober 5 th * {iweptan^e of the resignation, I 

suppose^f is the date commoSly given. « « • 

^ Memoirs of the AV4’‘« of George the Thirds L Sz et seq. 

* ‘ 2d January 1762,’ die English ; < iSth Januafy/ the Spaniard {Amual 
Megistef^os 1762, p. 50 ; or better, Beatson, ii. 44?). 
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Majesty: *^^Give up your olijectlo^i^aHe Heretic Ally, and join with us 
against him ; will you^ or ^will you not ? ” To v^fch the Portuguese 
Majesty, whose very title is Most Faithful, answered always : You 
surprise me 1 I cannot ; how can I ? He is my Aliy, and has always 
kept faith with me I For certhifi. No I ” ^ So that there is English 
reinforcement got r^ady, men, money; aijf, English General, Lord 
Tyrawley, Cieneral and Ambassador; with a 5 or^^'G^GOO horse# Sgd foot, 
and many volunteer oificers besides, for the Portuguese behoof.^ In 
short, every encouragement to poor Portugal : Full, and we will help 
you by tracing,” ^ ^ 

^The p(Qr Portuguese pulled very badly: w^ere disgusting to Tyrawley, 
he to them ; and cried passionately, Get us another GeneraF^ ; — upon 
irhich, by some wise person's counsel, that singular Artillery Gentleman, 
the Graf von der Lippe Buck eburg, who gave*' the dinner in his Tent 
with cannon firing at the pole of it, was appointed ; and Tyrawley came 
home in a huff.® Which was probably a favourable circumstance. 
Buckeburg understands War, whether Tyrawley do or not. Duke 
Ferdinand has agreed to dispense with Ms Ordnance-Master ; nay, I have 
heard the Ordnance-Master, a man of sharp speech on occasion, was*as 
good as idle j and had gone home to Bhckeburg^ this Winter : indignant 
at the many imperfections he saw, and perhaps too frankly expressing 
that feeling now and then. What he thought of the Portuguese Army 
in comparison is not on record ; but may be judged of by this circum- 
stance, That on dining with the chief Portuguese military man, he found 
his Portuguese captains and lieutenants waiting as valets behind the 
chairs,^ ^ 

^The improvements he made are said to have been many; — and 
. ; Portuguese Majesty, in biding farewell, gave him a park of Miniature 
f : Gold Gannon by way of gramous symbol. But, so far as the facts show, 

• ^ he seems to haye got fi-om his Portuguese Army next to no service what- 
ever: and, but for the English and the ill weather, would have fared 
badly against his French and Spaniards, — 42,000 of them, advancing^in 
Three Bivisions, by the Douro and the Tagus, %ainst Oporto and Lisbon. 

^ His War has only tliese three dates of event. 1 “. May 9 th, The 
northmost «rf*the Three IHvisfons"’ crossed the Portuguese Frontier on 

^ London Gazette^ 5th May 1762, etc. (in Gmtlmmi^s Magazine for 1762, 
xxxil 205, 321, 41 1). 

® List of all this in Beatson, ii. 491, iii. 323 ‘ did not gSi to sea till 12th 
- May 1762* {Gentleman* s Magazine for 1762, p. 239). ^ • 

. ® Vamhagen von Base, Graf Wj^hehn zur Lippz (Berlin, 1S45), in V^mischte 
Schrifienfi, x-itS: pp* 33*54, his Portuguese operations. 

* Vamhagen (gives no <iate anywhere). 

, f Annmt Register for X7dfe, p. 30. . ^ 




m " 






(' I ” ^ I ^ 

7' 7'’r;■^77l#»w" 


CHAP.X,] 'FRIEDBICH?\IN BRESLATJ 4l6 

Oet. s 76»3 $ 

til© Boiito; giimnioiisplipaxido, a town of theirs ; takes it, before 
tlieir iitst battery Is built ; takes Bra^anz^ takes Monto Corvo ; md 
within a week is iiiasler of the Botiro, in that park Will he at Oporto 
directly 1 shrfek all the Wine people (no resistance anywhere, except 
hy peasants organised by English OMcera in some parts) ; upon which 
Savaaiy-fours were sent. ' ® ^ 

* 2>\ liii^ision Seron-| of the 42,0(H> came by Beira Country, between 
Tagus ^kI Douro, by Tras-os-IVrontes ; and laid siege to a place called 
Almeida^ (north-west some 20 odd miles from Ciw^d Rodrigo^ a name 
once known to veterans of us still living), ^ which Buckeburg had. tried 
to*r6pair into strength, and furnish wlih^a garri^*on. Garrisoi# defended 
itsel^weib; but cmitd not be relie^^ed i — had to surrender, August 2dth : 
whereBy it seems the Tagus is now theirs ! All the more, as Division 
Tliree is likewise got across from Estremadura, invaSing Alemtejo; what 
IS to keep these Two from falling on JAsbon togetlier ? 

* 3®. Against this, Biickeborg does find a recipe. Despatches Brigadier 
Burgoyne with an English party upon a Town called Valencia d'Alcan** 
tera' (not Alcantara Proper, Imt Valencia of ditto, not very far from 
Baiajm% where the vanguard of this Third Division is, and their 
principal Maga^ne, Burgoyne and his English did perfectly; broke 
into the place, stormed* it sword in hand (August 27th); kept the 
MagasGine and it, though the sixteen Portuguese Battalions ** could not 
possibly get up in time. In manner following (say the Old Newspapers) : 

* ‘^^ The garrison of Almeidanhelbre which place the whole Spanish Army 

had been assembled, surrendered to the Spaniirds on the 25th (August 
2fith, as w© have just heard), iiaVing ^pitulated on condition of not 
serving against Spain for six months. * 

* As a counterbalance to this advantage, liie Count de Lippe caused 
Valencia d’ Alcantara to be attacked, sword-in-hand, by the British 
troops ; who carried it, after an obstinate resistance* The loss of the 
British troops, who had the principal share in this affair, is luckily hut 
mcohsiderable : and consists in Lieutenant Burk of Colonel Frederick*B, 
one sergeant and three pn^vates killed ; two sergeants, one drummer, 
IS privates wounded ; 10 horses killed and 2 wounded” (loss not at all 
considerable, in a War of g^cli dimensions 1) The P?rijij«h troops* 
behavj&d upon this occasion with as nutch generosity as courage; an^ it 
deserves admirltion, iba'^ In an affair of thi^ kind, the town and the 
inhabitants suffered very little ; w^hich is owing to the good order 
Brigadier Burgdyne kept up even in the heat of the action. TOs 
success would probably have been attended with more, if circmmstences, 
that couljf *not wall he expected, Jiad not^ijetarded the* march of sLxteen 
Portuguese battalions, and three regiments of cavalry/*^ 

— . — — _ — jk — 

, *pid Newspapers (in Gmtlmm's MagazinBfQX 1762, p. 443). 


even».y-rours were seiu. ^ ^ 

* 2\ Secon- 1 of the 42,0(H> came by Beira Country, between 




Il» 




t "i, 











416 NOT TO BE OVl^'RWHELMED [book XX. 

I! t [Oct. 1761 -July 176a 

^ Upon which^ — upon whiclij in fact^ the Wail had to end. Kainy 
- w^^ther came, deluges of xmn ; Burgoyiie, with 0^ without the sixteen 
battalions of Portuguese, kept the grip he had. Valencia d* Alcantara 
and its Mag«a»ina a settled business, roads round gone all to mire, — ^this 
Third Division, and with it tKe ^42,000 in general, hnding they had 
nothing to live upon,^weBt their ways again/ The Burgoyne, who 

begins in tliis pretty way at Vjilencia d'AIcantara,^iS the same ended 
so dismally at Saratoga, within twenty years : — perhaps, with other War* 
Oifices, and training himself in something suitabler than Parliamentary 
Eloquence, he might have become a kind of General, and have ended :^r 
otherwise"'fchan there 

'^Such was the credit-account on Carlos’s side: liy gratuitdhs assault 
on Portugal, which bad done him 210 olfence; result zero, and pay your 
expenses. On the English, or side,* again, there w^ere these 

three items, two of them specifically on Carlos: Firsts Martinique 
captured from the French this Spring (diiished 4th February 1702) : ^ — 
w^as to have been done in any case, Guadaloupe and it being both on 
Pitfs hooks for some time, and only Guadaloupe yet got. Secondly^ 
King Carlos, for Family Compact and fruitless attempt at burglary on "an 
unoffending neighbour, Debtor : To Loss of the Havana (6th June — 

13th August 1762),^ wliich might easily have issued in loss of all Ms 
West Indies together, and total abolition of the Pope’s meridian in that 
’IVestern Hemisphere,* and 2®. To Loss of Manilla, with his Philippine 
Islands (23d September — 6th October 17l32)5^ which was abolition of it in 
the Eastern, After which, happily for Carlos, Peace came, — Peac5, and 
no Pitt to be severe upon his» Indies and him. Carlos’s War of ten 
months had stood him uncommonly high/ 

AJl these things the English Public, considerably sullen 
about the Cabinet-Coimcil event of October 3d, ascribed to 
the r^I owner of them. The Public said : ^ These are, alf of 
them, PitPs bolts, ijot yours, — launched, or lying ready for 
Jaunchin^ •from that Okmpian battery which, in the East 
an^ in the West, had already smitten down all Lallys and 
Montcahns ; and had, force already massed thefe, rendering 
your Havanas and Manillas easy for you. For which, indeed, 
you do not seem to care much; rather seeni to be embarrassed 
with them, in your eagerness for Peace ^and a lazy^life!** — 


1 Magazine for 1762, p. 127. 

® 3 » pp. 4 o 8»459, etc.* 
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Manilla was a beautifiil work ; ^ but the Manilla Ransom ; ,a 
million sterling, h®f of it in bills, — which the Spaniards, on 
no pretext al all but the disagreeableness, refiised to pay! 
Havana, though victorious, cosl *a good many men : was 
though^ to he bnt baftly managed. ‘ Whitt to do with it?’ 
S!i!«i Rnle* at the place : ‘ Give us Floridti hi lieu of it,’ — 
which proved of little benefit to Bute. Enough, enough of 
Byte and his iKiifonnances, ^ • 

Pitt fieitig gone^ Frieclrieh’^s English Subsidy lags: this 
time Fricilrieh roududes it h «)fF; — silcul on the stibject; 

no worth will express one’s thoughts on it. Not till April 
9ili lim poor MitThell tlic^ sad errand of announcing formally 
That such are our pressuxus^ Portuguese War and other, we 
eaipot afford it forther. Answered by I know not what kind 
of glance fi’oin Friedrich; ansxrerecl, I iiiid, by wwds few or 
none from the forsaken King: ‘Good ; that too was wanting,’ 
thought the proud soul : ‘ Keep your coin, since you so need 
it ; I have still copper, and Hiy sword ! ’ The alloy this Year 
becarae as 3 to 1 : — what other remedy f 

From the same cause, I doubt npt, this Year, for the first 
time in human memory, came that complete abeyance of the 
Gift-moneys (D(mem?'-Gdder% which ar? become a standing 
exjxictation, quasi-right, and necessary item of support to 
every Prussian Officer, from a Lieutenant upwards : not a 
word, in the least official, said of them this Year ; still less a 
penny of them actually* foiihcoming to a ^vorn-out expectant 
Army. Otu^ of the greatest sins eli^rgecl upon Fipcdrich by 
Prussian or .Prussian - Military public opinion : not to be 
excused at aH ;'~Pm|sian-Mi}5tary and^ even Prussian-Civil 
opinion having a strange persuasion tlmt this King has 
boundless siippfy of money, and only out of pervernty refuses 

^ A /mn^i of ikt FrotmUngs of his Fana ths Mxpeditwn to 

Mmilh {Fmdm GauFOt Apni igili, 1763 } GcniUmmUs Magazine^ xxxiij. 171 
Written by Colonel or Brigadier-Gencral Dnsyper (suggester, contriver 
and performer Eiueiprise j an excellent Indian of great merit with 

his pen as \?enj --Bully Correspondent afterwards). 
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iifor objects of moment. the Army as elsewhere much 
has gone awi'y ; ^ many rivets loose after ^ch a climbing qf 
the Alps as there has been, through dense and r^re. 

It will surpsise everybofl/ that Friedrich, with his copper 
and other resourees, actually raised Ms additional ^0,000 ; 
and has for himself 70,000 to recover ScSweidnitz, Sisd bring 
Silesia to its old, state ; 40,000 for Prince Henri and Saxony, 
with a 10,000 of margin for Sweden and accidental sundries. 
This is' strange, but it is true.® And has not been done 
without strivings and contrivings, hard requisitions on the 
places liable ; aifd has involved not a Jittle of severity and 
difficulty, — especially a grbat deal of haggling with the 
collecting parties, or at least with Prince Henri, who presides 
in Saxony, and is apt to complain and mourn over the 
uttdoable, rather than proceed to do it. The King’s Corre- 
spondence with Henri, this Winter, is curious enough; like a 
Dialogue between Hope on its feet, and Despair taking to its 
bed. ‘You know there are Two Doctors in MoU^re,’’ says 
Friedrich to him once ; ‘a Doctw Tani-tmeuse (So much the 
Better) and a Doctor Tant-pis (So®much the Worse) these 
two cannot be expected, to hgree ! ’ — Instead of infinite 
arithmetical details, here is part of a Letter of Friedrich’s to 
. D’Argens ; and a PaSks^e, one of many, with Prince Henri ; — 
which csommand a view into the interior that concerns ns. 

, TJie King to D'Argens (at Berlin) * 

• ‘Breslau, IStli January 1762 * 

. ^ ^ ^ iiave lifted tBes political ¥eil which, covered horrors and 

p^dies meditated and ready t§ burst out' (Bute's dismal procedures, 
I believe ; who is ravenous for Peace, and would fain* force Friedrich 
along with him on terms altogether disgraceful and inadmissible^) : ^ you 
judge correctly of the whole situation I am in, of the abysses which 
surround me; and, as I see by what you say,»of the kindpf hope that 

^ See Mbliendoi^’s two ox thj^« LeUsrs (Preuss, 407-411). * 

^ Stemel, v* 297, 286^ Tempelhof, vi. 2, xo, 63. ' 

^ See t>*Argens’s Letter (to which this is Answer), CEmres ds FrSdhic^ idx, 

. 2S1, 2S2. * • 
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still raiBtiiis to ma 


If will not be ill the Bionth of February ’ (Turks^ 
probably, and Tartar^J^han ; great c#ming then 1) Hbat we cdh 

speak of that ;^aiid that is the term 1 contemplate for deciding wbetlier 
I shall bold to Caio’' (Cato,— and the little Glass Tube I have I) *‘or to 
Umar"^ €^mnwntark%* and the best fight *one can make. 

^Tbe School of ])at!eiicc#I am at is Itard, long-cpntinned, ^uel, nay, 
barbaro.iB.» I Imve inj| been abk to escape my lot: all that human 
foresiji|3ii’ could suggest has been employed, and jiothing has succeeded. 
If Fortune continues to pursue me, doubtless I shall «ink ; it is only she 
tli^t can extricate me from the Hituatioij I am in. I escape out of it by 
looking at the Universe on the great scale, like an observer ^om some 
distant Pftnet; all then seems Ui me bo infmitely small, and 1 could 
almost pity my enemies for giving themselves sinih trouble about so 
very little. Whal would* become of u| without philosophy, without this 
rimonabk contempt of things frivolous, transient and fugitive, about 
which the greedy and amhitions make such a pother, fancying them to 
be solid ! This is to become wdse by stripes, you will tell me ,* well, if 
one do become wise, what matters it how ?— I read a great deal ; I devour 
my^Books, and that brings me useful alleviation. But for my Books, I 
think bypochondVia woulcj have had me in bedlam before now. In fine, 
dear Marquis, we live in troublous times and in desperate situations ; — I 
have all the properties of a Stage-Hero ; always in danger, always on the 
point of perishing. One must l|ope the conclusion will come ; and if 
the end of the piece be lucky? we will forget J;he rest. Patience then, 
mon cTmr^ till February 20th* (By ^hich time, what far other veritable 
star-of-day w*iJi ha\'e risen on me !) ^Adiew^ mon eher » — ^ ^ F/^ 








X'- 


Tiff* of Quarrel fehccen King and Henri (March — April 1762) 

In the Spring months Prince Henri is at Hof in Voigtiand, on the 
extreme right of his long line of ‘Quarters behind the Mulda%' busy 
enough, watching the Austrians and Reich ; levying the severe con4;ribu- 
tious; speeding all he ciSi the manifold prep^^yatives; — conscious to 
himself of the greatest vigilance and diligence, but wrapt in despondency 
and black acidulent humours j ‘ Doctor much ihe )Fonvc/%ho is not 
a comforting C’‘o|reHpfmdent. From Hof, towards the middle of Mardli, 
he becomes specially glooni|=^ and acidulouB ; sends a series of Complaints j 
also of New’s, not^lmporiant, but all rather in your favour, my dearest 
Brother, than in mine, if you will please to observe ! As thus : 

Bmri (at*Hof, 30th~f?3th March). * * ^ Sadly off here, my dearest 
Brother 1 * t)f our 1,2IM head of comntiSsariat horses," only IBO are 
come in ; of our “ 287 drivers,*' not one, IFill |>e impossible to open 

it * ^ CBuvres de Fridincj xix, 2S3. 
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Campaign, at tliat rate/*— HTrenacHer Battalions and Grunt 

demand to have picked m€n to complete them^ (^f Cantonwt, or sure 
Prussian sort), * ^ I find ' {nota hems Header 1) ^ t^ere are eight 

Austrian regiments going to SHesia’ (off my hands^ and upon yours ^ in 
a sense), ^ eight instead of four tliat I spoke of : intending, prohaWy, 
for Giatz, to replace Czernichef’ (a Czernichef off for home lately, in a 
most miraculous way ; as readers shall hear ] ) V" to replace Cfe^michef, 
and the blank he has left there ? Eight of them : Your Majesty can 
have no didieiilty ; ^out 1 will detach Platen or somebody, if you order 
it ; though 1 am myself perilously ill off here, so scattered into part^, 
not capable of speedy jimction like your Majesty/ 

Friedrich ( 14th-lGth March). ^ Commissariat horses, drivers ? I arranged 
and provided where everything was to be got. But if my ordens are not 
executed, nor the requisitions brought in, of course there is failure. 1 
am despatching Adjutant von Anhalt to Saxony a second time, to enforce 
matters. If I could be for three weeks in Saxony, myself, I believe I 
could put all on its right footing ; but, as I must not stir two steps from 
here, I will send you Anhalt, with orders to the Generals, to compel 
them to their duty/ ^ ^ As to Grenadier Battalions Grant and Mothmhi^rgs 
It is absurd/ (Henri falls silent for about a wieek, broo'ding hk gloom ; 
—not aware that still worse is coming.) King continues : 

King (22d March). ^ Eight regiments, you said ? Here, by enclosed 
List, are seventeen of them, names and particulars all given,’ which is 
rather a different view of the account against Silesia 1 Seventeen of 
them, going, not for Glatz, I should <jsay, but to strengthen our Enemies 
hereabouts. * 

Menri* ^ Hm, hah ’ (answers only in German ; dry military reports, 
official merely thinks 01 writing to Chief-Clerk Eichel, who is factotum 
In these spheres), ^ * /Artillery recruits are scarce in the extreme | 
demand bounty : live thalers, shall we say f ’ 

King, ‘^Seventeen regiments of them, beyond question, instead of 
eight, ♦coming on us : strange that you didn’t warn me better, I have 
therefore ordered you* Major-General Sclimettau hitherward at once. 
As he has npt done raising |Jio contributions in the Lausitz, you must 
send another to do it, and have iitom ready when General Platen passes 
that way hither,’ — thalers bounty for artillery pen,” say you? 
It is not to be thought t)f. Artillery men ccn be had by conscription 
where you are/ Heini (in silence, still more indignajjt) sends military 
reports exciu.sively. March 20th, Henri’s gloo^m reaches the igniting- 
point ; he writes to Chief-CierJk Eichel : ^ * 

^Monsieur, you are aware* that Adjutant vdn Anhalt is or? the way 

hither. To judge by iis orders, if they correspond to the Letters I have 

— — — — — — — „ 

* Schoning, iii. 301, 302. * « 
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Jiaii from the Kijog, Aojuteiit von Amialt’s appeanince here will produce 
aii embarrafssmentj l«om winch I am resolved to extricate myself by a 
voluntary retii^ment from office, Aly totally ruined (ab/mde) healthy the 
vexations I ha%*e Imd^ the fali^^ues ani^ troubles of war^ leave in me little 
regret to quit the emplojmient. I solicit only^ from your attentions and 
Bkill of management, tha#my retreat he permitted»l.o take pl^ewith the 
clecc*n% observe*! towalcls tiiose who have served the State, I have not 
a high rqiiiiiori of ray services ; hut perhaps I am not mistaken in suppos*- 
iiig tliat it would he more a shame to ilie King thafl to rne if he should 
tmike me endure all manner of chagriiiR«<rluring my retirements*^ * 

Eicliel|inks into^profound reflection; says rfothing. How is this Are 
to he got under? Where is the place to trample on it, before opening 
door or window?, or saying a word to the King or aif^dmdy ? 

Htmri (same day, 2 dl 1 i March). ‘^^iMy dearest Brother, — In the List 
you send me of those beveriteeu Austrimi regiments, several, I am • 
informed, are still in Saxony ; and by all the netvs tliat J get, there are 
only eight gone towards Silesia/—* From I^ipzig my accounts are, the 
Ks icIiB Army Is to make a movement in advance, and Prince Xavier with 
the Saxons was^expec.ted .at Naumhurg the 20th ult. I kmnv not if you 
have arranged with l>uk» Ferdinand for a proportionate succour, in case 
his P'reneli also should try to penetrate into Saxony upon me ? I am, 
with the profoundest attachment, your faithful and devoted servant and . 
Brother/ . ‘ 

Kiti^ (SOth j^fareli). Serenieen of them^ you may depend ; I am 
too w ell Informed to he allowed toi<lmiht in any way. What you report 
of the Reielisfolk and vSaxons moving hiflier, thither ; tha^ seems to me 
a hit of g,ame on their part. They vvill try ^ cut one post from you, 
then another, unless you aKsemhle a corps and go-in upon them. Till 
you decide for this resolution, you have nothing but chicanes and pro- 
vocations to expect there. As to Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, I don't 
inv’gine that hk Orders' (from England) ‘ would permit him what you ^ 
propose' (for relief of yo|rseB); *at any rate, you will have to write at 
least thrice to !am,“ That is to say, waste thrat^ weeks, before he will 
answer No or Yes. li'ou ymir|ielf are in fjrce enough for those fellows : 
but long as you keep on the deff^inive alone, the enemy gains time, 
and things wiH always go a had road/ Henri’s ])alience Is already ffut ; 
this same day he is writii% to the King, ** 

Henri (SlHh l^larch). You h.ave hitherto received proofs enough 

of my of thinking and acting to know that if in reality 1 was 
mistaken ^bmit tlmne eight regiments, it can only h|ve been a piece of 
ignorandb on the part of my spy : meaflvdiile you are pleased to make 
me re«pemsible for w^liai misfortune may come of*it. I think I have my 

^ 

* ^ Schoning, lil* 307. 
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full with the task laid on me of guarding 4^000 square miles of 
countiy with fewer troops® than you have;, and being opposite an 
enemy whose posts touch upon ours^ and who is superior m force. Your 
preceding Letters' (from March,. l^th hitherto)^ ^on which I have wished 
to be silent, and this last proof of want of affection, show me too clearly 
to what fojptune I ha\% sacrificed these Six Yeii’S qf Campaigning/ 

King (3d April : Official Orders given in T&tsch ; at tail of 
which). ^ Spare your wrath and indignation at your servant, Mon- 
seigneur! You, wBo preJich indulgence, have a littie of it for persons 
who have-^io intention of offending you, or of failing in respect for yot ; 
and deign to receive with more benignity the humble repro,sentations 
which the conjunctures sometimes force from me. F.' — ^Which relieves 
Eichel of his difHeuIues, and quenches this spu^er/ 

Prince Henri, for all his complaining, did beautifully this Season 
again (though to us it must be silent, being small war merelyX; — and 
in particular, Mag 12thy early in the morning, simultaneously in many 
different parts, burst across the Mulda, ten or twenty miles long (or 
broad rather, from his right hand to his left), sudden as lightning, u|^on 
the supine Serbelloni and his Austrians and Reichsfol|:, And hurled 
them back, one and all, almost to the PiaUfen Chasm and their old 
haunts; widening Ms quarters notably,^ A really brilliant thing, 
testifies everybody, though not to be dwelt on here. Seidlitz was of it 
(much fine cutting and careering, from^the Seidlits and others, we have 
to omit in these two Saason Campaigns !)—Seidlit 2 ; was of it; h®, and 
another still more special acquainfemce of ours, the learned Quintus 
Icilius ; who ftlso did his best m it, but lost his * Amusette ' (small bit of 
cannon, ^Plaything/ so galled by Marcchal de Saxe, inventor of the 
article), and did not shine like Seidlitz. 

Henri's quarters being notably widened in this way, and nothing but 
torpid Serbellonis and Prince Stollbergs on the opposite part, Henri 
^drew himself out thirty-five miles long'; and stood there, aliiiost 
loolcii% into Plauen region as formerly. Ar^ with his fiery Seidlitzes, 
Kleists, made a handscfme Summer of it. And beat the Austrians and 
Eeichsfolk ^ Freyberg {Ootolmr 29//^, a fii^e Battle, and his sole one),— 
onjbhe Hors© which afterwards carried Gellert, as is pleasantly known. 

• 

Blit we are omitting the news from Petersburg, — which 
came the very day after that gloomy Letter to D‘'Jrgens; 

, # ^ ^ ♦ 

^ Plucked up from the waste imbroglios of Scliming {iil 296-311), Ijy arraug- 

ing and omitting. ^ 

^ Btrichi vm XJthmgang iihr die Mulde, den der Prin^ Heinrieh dm 
tttm May i^ 62 gluckMck msgefdhrt (in Seyfarth, Beylagen^ xii. 28o-:269i). 
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months before tli# Tiff of ^larrel with Henri, end the 
brilliant better destinies of that Gentibman in his Campaign. 


Bright Nam from Petersburg (certain, Jan. i9th); which grow 
Jirifffiier ; become a Star-qf-da§ far FriBdrich 

To Friedrich, long before all this of Henri, indeed almost 
on the very day while he was writing so* despondently to 

Argons, a new phasis had ari.?en* flardly had ♦he been 
five weels at Breslau, in those gloomy circumstances, when,- — 
about the middle of ^January 1762 (day not given, though it 
is forever notable), '—there arrive nnnours, arrive news,- — news 
from « Petet^burg ; such as this King never had before! 
^ Among the thousand ill strokes of Fortune, does there at 
length come one preeminently good ? The unspeakable 
Sovereign Woman, is she verily dead, then, and become 
j,>eaceable to me foi%vermore ? ’ We promised Friedrich a 
wonderful star-of-day; and this is it, — ^though it is long 
before he dare qujte regard,, it as such. Peter, the Successor, 
he Igiows to be secretl/his friend and admirer; if only, in 
the new Cmrish capacity ami its chaotic environments and 
conditions, Peter dare and can assert these feelirfgs ? What 
a hope to Friedrich, from this time oiiirard ! Russia may be 
counted a.s the bigger half of all he had to strive with ; the 
bi^er, or at legist the far uglier, more ruinous and incendiary ; 
— and if this w^ere at once taken away, think what a day- 
break when the night#was at the blackest ! * 

Pious people say. The dai'kest hour % often nearest the 
dawn. And a dawn thif prove^ be for FriefFrich. And 
the fact gr^w always the longer the brighter and before 
Campaign time, had \ipened into reaF daylight and sunrise. 
The dates shiifuld have been precise ; but are not to be had 
so: here«is the neelrest we could come. January 14<th, writ- 
ing to Henri, the King has a mjuterious wdrd about pos- 
sibilities of an uncommon sort,'"— rumouj^s from Petersburg, 
I C 0 UI 4 conjecture ; though perhaps they are only Ttirk or 
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Tartar-Khan affairs, which a»re higher this year than ever, 
aSd as futile as ever. ® But, on January iSth^ he has heard 
plainly, — mth what hopes (if one durst indulge iiiem) ! — thal 
the implacable Imperial Woman, hifmm Cairn du Nord^ is 
verily dead. Dea|i ; and does not haje me any more. De- 
liverance, Peace and Victoy lie in the|word! — Ca^n had 
long been failing, but they kept it religiously secret ^vithin 
the ^Coiirt walls*: even at l^etersburg nobody knew till the 
Prayers ^f the Chu^^ch wet’e required : Prayers as zealous as 
you can, — the Doctors having plainly intiihated thfit she is 
desperate, and that the thing is over. On Christmas -day 
1761 by Russian Style, 5th January lf 6 ^ by European, the 
poor Imperial Gatin lay dead ; — a death still more important 
than that of George it. to this King. 

Peter in., who succeeded, has long been privately a sworn 
friend and admirer of the King ; ^and hastens, not too slowly 
as the King had feared, but far the reverse, to make that 
known to all mankind. That, and much else, — in a far too 
headlong manner, poor soul I Like an ardent, violent, totally 
inexperienced person {enfranchised ^Tioolboy^ come to the age 
of thirty-four), who has sat hitherto in darkness, in intolerable 
compressioi^; as if buried alive I He is now Czar Peter, 
Autocrat, not of Hinj^elf only, but of All the Russias ; — and 
has, besides tlie complete regeneration of Russia, two great 
thoughts : Firsti, That of avenging native tiolstein, and his 
poor martyr of a Father now with God, against the Daises ; 
— and, ^ 

Second^ what is Scarcely second in importance to the first, 
and indeetf is practically a kind of '"preliminary to it, That of 
d^vering the Prussian Pattern of Heroes from spch a pattern 
of foul combinations, •and bringing PeaC?e to Europe, while he 
settles the Holstein-Danish business. Peter is Russian by the 
Mothers side 5 his Mother was Sister rf the lata Gatin, a 
Daughter, like her, of Czan Peter called the Great, afid of the 
little brown Cath^ine whom we saw transiently long ago. 
His Holstein Businei^ shall contsern us little ; biiit %at with 
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Friedrich^ during tlm brief Six |lonths allowed Mm for — ■ 
for its and for all Jm remaining busimsseB in this world, — fe 
of the liighesi ioiporteiee to Frieclrieh and tis. 

Peter k one of the wildest men; Ms fate, which was tragical, 
is now to most rcadt^ijs rather of a ghastly -grotesque than 
of a lii;,mtntable am| pitiable character* Few know,* or have 
ever eonsidered, in how wild an element poor Peter was born 
and nursed ; what a time lie has had, since his fifteenth year 
especially, when Cousin of Zerbst a?ncl he were married. 5^er- 
haps th# wi!tlest*and maddest any human soul had, during 
tliat Century* I find in him, starting out from the Lethean 
quagmires wliere he 1m, d to grew, a certain rash greatness of 
idea ; ^traces of veritable conviction. Just resolution ; %'^eritoble 
and jtist, though rash* That of admiration for King Fried- 
rich was not intrinsically foolish, in the solitary thoughts of 
the poor youn^ fellow ; nay, it was the reverse ; though it was 
highly inopportune in the place where he stood. Nor was 
the Holstein notion bad; it was generous rathei’, noble 
and natural, thoiij^h, again^ somewhat impracticable in the 
circumstances. • 

» 

The summaiy of the Friedricli-Peter business# is perhaps 
already known to most readers, and ca^be very briefly given; 
nor is Peter’s tragical Six Months of Czarship (5lh Jamiary 
~%th July 1762) a thing for us to dw^ell on teyond need. 
But it is wihll)? tragical ; strokes of deep pathos in it, blended 
with the ghastly an(| grotesque: it is part of Friedrich’s 
strange element and emiromnent : aneJ* though the outer 
indclents are public enough, it if essentially littje knmvn* 
Had there b^en an rEsehylus, hat? there been a Shakspeare t— 
But poor Peteris Bhc^king Six Montli*^ of History has been 
treatfxl by a ♦far different set of hands, themselves almost 
shocking .to see : ami, to the seriously inquiring mind, it lies, 
and wiM"long lie, in a viry waste, chaotic, enigmatic condition. 
Here, out of considerable bundles now btjfot, are some rough 
jottings^, Excerpts of Notes and Studies,-#— which, I still doubt 
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rather^, ought to have gone tin Auto de^FS along with the 
(ffchens. Auto de Fe P called it ; Act of Faiths not Spanish- 
Inquisitional, but essentially Celestial many times, if you 
reflect well on the poisonom consequences, on the sinfulness 
and deadly crimyiality, of Human Babble, — as nobody does 
nowadays ! I label the different Piecef^ and try* |p make 
legible ; — ^hasty readers have the privilege of skipping, if they 
like* The first' Two are of preliminary or prefatory nature, 
— perhcps still more skippable than those that will by and 
by follow. ^ ** 

1, Genealogy of Peter. ^His grandfather was Friedrich iv., Duke of 
Holstein-Oottorp and Schleswig, "^Karl xti/s brother-in-law ; on whose 
score it was (Denmark finding the time opportune for a stroke of 
robbery there) that Karl xm, a young lad hardly eighteen, first took 
arms; and began the cai-eer of fighting that astonished Denmark and 
certain other Neighbours who had been too covetous on a young Kihg* 
This his young Brother-in-law, Friedrich of Holstein-Gottorp (young he 
too, though KarFs senior by ten years), had been reinstated in his 
Territory, and the Danes sternly forbidden farther burglary there, by 
the victorious Karl; but went with | 5 [arl in his farther expeditions. 
Always Karfs intimate, and at his right hand for the next two years ; 
fell in the Battle of Clissdw, 10th Jubp- 1?02 ; age not yet thirty-one. 

^He left as Heir a poor youpg Boy, at this time only two years old. 
His young W'idow Hedwig survived him six years. ^ Her poor child 
grew to mantood ; and hf^d tragic fortunes in this world ; Danes again 
burglarious in that part, again robbing this poor Boy at discretion, so 
soon as KarLxn. became unfortunate ; and refusing to restore (have 
not restored Schleswig at : — a grimly sad stoiy to the now Peter, 

his only Child 1 This poor Duke at last died, 18 th June 1789 , *age 
thirtyAiine ; the now Peter then about 11, — ^frho well remembers tragic 
Papa ; tragic Mamma not, who died above ten years before.^ 

^ Ossar P^dr called the GreA had evidently a pity for this unfortunate 
Duke, a hope in his just hopes ; alid pleaded, as did various others, and 
endeavoured with the niJijnst Danes, most}y withouf eifect. Did, 
however, give him one oifhis Daughters to wife;— the result of whom, 
is this new Czar Peter, called the Third : a Czar whS is Sovereign of 
Holstein, and has claims of Sovereignty in Sweden, right ofdieirship in 

; ^ ^ w — , 

' ^ Michaelis, if. 6x8-659. . ' 

* A.n* 1864, at Ust had to do it, under unexpected circumstances h 

* Michaelis, ii, 617 1 Hfibner, tt. 227, 229. * « 
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fecliitswjg, and of damages against Danmark^ wkick are in litigation to 
tMs dB.f. The CJsssnf a Caiin^f tenderly remomberlng Iier Sister, wontd 
Hfear of m Hei^to Enssia but tbis Peter. Peter, in virtue of his paternal 
ailnities, wm elected King of Sweden about the same time; but 
preferred Russia,— with an eye to MsiDanes, soma think. For certain, 
did adopt the RusBiaii Ei|>ectancy, the Greek religion so-^jilled; and 
was/ In thfi way we sav|long years ago, ^married (or to all appearance 
married) to Catharina Alexiewna of Anlialt-Zerhst, born in Stettin,^ a 
IMf who became world-famous as CJscarina of the Eugsias, 

/Fetor is an abstruse creature; has^ lived, all this while, with his 
Catharine an abstruse life, which would have gome altogether mad except 
for Catbanne^s superior sense. An awkward, ardcmt, but helpless kind 
of Peter, with vehement desires, with a dash of wild magnaBimity even : 
but in such an imextricalile elennmt, lynid such darkness, such provoca- 
tions of unmanageable opulence, such impediments, imaginary and real, 
— dreaJIfuIly real to poor Peter,— as made him the ttnique of mankind 
in h|g time. He used to drill cats,” it is stiid, and to do the maddest- 
looking things (in his late buried-alive condition) and fell partly, 
fiever quite, which was wonderful, into drinking, as the solution of his 
inextricabilities.^ Poor peter : always, and now more than ever, the 
cynosure of vulturous vulpine neighboux-s, withal; which infinitely 
aggravated his otherwise bad case I — 

^For seven or dgh|; years, th<ire came no progeny, nor could come; 
about ^the eighth or ninth, tfiere couM, and^^id : the marvellous Czar 
Paul Sxat wm to lie. Coneerning^whose exact pternity there are ‘Still 
calumnious assertions widely current ; to^this individual ^ditor much a 
matter of indifference, though on examining, his verdict is : Calumnies, 
to all appearance ; mysteries which decent or decorous society refuses to 
speak of, and which indecent is pretty sure to make calumnies out of.” 
Czar Paul may be considered genealogically geiuiine, if that is much an 
obj|ct to him. Poor Paul, does not he/ader him^ei/y were there nothing 
more ? Only that Peter and this Catharine could have begotten ^ueh a 
FsuL Genealogically gimnm enough, my pgor Czar,— that needed 
' , ^to be garrotted so %'ery soon 1 

2 . OfOatharine and Urn upon PeMr and Her. ^Catharine too 
had an intricate time of it under the Catin ; wlxich was consoled toiiber 
only by a tolerably rapM succession of io\;ers, the best the ■ ground 
^ ^ . ~ — 

* Heti I’reuss knows ^le houses ‘Now Dr. Lehmann's’ (at that time the . 
Governor Stettin’s) Mu wlpch also Cm Panics second Spouse^ (Eugen of 
Wfinemb^irg a mm Govefnor*s Daughter), ** 1 vho is Mother of the Czars that 
follow, 'was bomM Preuss, ii 3x0, 31J. Catharine, during her reign, was 
pious in a small way to the place of her cradle ; sea| her successive MeMs ttxu 
to Stettinf which still has them to show. 
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yielded, Ib whieh department it^s well known^phat a Thrice-Greatest 
became : superior to any Charles ii. ; equal almost to an August the 
Strong] Of her loves now#.and henceforth^ which ar^ heartily unih- 
teresting to me^ I propose to say nothing farther ; merely tliis^ That in 
extent they probably rivalled mo highest male sovereign figures (and 
are to be ^ut in tbopsame category with thers^ and damned as deep, or 
a little deeper) ; — and cost her, in gifts, in magnificent to the 

emeriti (for she did things always in a grandiose manner, quietly and 
yet inexorably dismissing the emeritus with stores of gold), the consider- 
able^um of 20 millions sterling^ in the course of her long reign. Or:e, 
or at most two, were off on pension, when Hanbury Williams brought 
Foniatowski for her, as we transiently saw. Poniatowski will be King 
of Poland in the coivi'se of Events/ ^ * * 


^Russia is not a publishing coiyitry; the Books about Catharine are 
few', and of little worth. Toolce^ im English Chaplain; an 

unknown French Hangei--on, who copies from Tooke, or Tooke from 
him ; these are to be read, as the bad-best, and will yield little satis- 
factory insight; Castera, in particular, a great deal of dubious back- 
stairs gossip and street rumour, which are not delightful to a reader of 
sense. In fine, there has been published,#- in these very yeai*s, a 
Fragment of early AutoUography by Catharine herself,— a credible and 
highly remaidcable little Piece : worth all the others, if it is knowledge 
of Catharine you are seeking/ A most placid, solid, substantial young 
Lady comes to light there^^ dropped into such an element as migh| have 
driven most people mad. * But it did not her ; it only made her wiser 
and wiser in {jer generation. Element black, hideous, dirty, as Lapland 
Sorcery which the first clear duty is, to hold one^s tongue well; 
and keep one's eyes opSi, Stars, — not very heavenly, but of fixed 
nature, and heavenly to Catharine, — a star or two, shine through i le 
abominable istnrk; Steady, patient; steer silently, in all weathers, 
tow’ards these 1 ^ 

^ Mimazm de PTm^Sr^irue Catharine //., Scrih par etU-mtme (A, Herzen 
editing; I^ondon, 1859);— whiclj^ we already cited, on occasion of Cftthanne?s 

Aaionymous (Castera), Vie de Catmrine IL^ hnpiratrue d& Fussie Paris, : 
1797; or reprinted, most o:^ it, enough of it, d V^rsovU, i 7 g%j 2 tomes, Svo, 
Tooke, Zife of Catharme IZ (4th edition, London, 1800}, 3 volL 8vo ; View . of 
the Russim Empire daring etc. (London, 1799), 3 vollf 8vo.— Hermann, 
Ceschichu des Ru^isthen Siaeds 1853 et etkfed) v. 241-308 et seq. ; 

Is by much the mo^t. solid Bool% though a dui? and heavy. Sten^^ cites, as 
does Hermann, a Biographk Peters des IllUn; which no doubts exists, ' in 
perhaps three volumes ; <Hbut where, when, by whom, or of what quality^ they 





CHAP. X.] HAS NEWS FEOM PETERSBfJEG 4^9 

^ Yoiing C‘atliariit6*B limimoyEble equ^imitf io this distracted environ- 
ment strikes xm %'ery igueh. Peter is careering*, timibilng about, on aH 
nmnner of abstijd hroomstleks, driven too |urely hy the l>evil ,* terrific- 
absurd big La|daiid Witcli, surrounded by multitudes smaller, and some 
of them less ugly. tPIII be Vmr of PhSiSk, however and is oiie*s so- « 
called lIusbamL 1’liase §v& prospects hr an observant, immovably 
stearly-gonwc young \P«|ian I The reigning (mrlna, old C/a^fn herself, 

Is slhuitly the filynipian uove to SJatharlncs who reveres her %'ery much. 

7 *liough articulately stupid as ever, in this Book qf Catharimfs, she 
copies out m*ith a dumb weight, of silence, of obstinacy, of intricate 
abrupt rigour, %vliich“— wlio knows but ft may ,4?avour of dunH* uiicon- 
scions wisJom in ihl fiit obi bhxdchead ? llie Book says little of her, 
and in the way of criticism, of praise or of hlanu^^ nothing w’hatever; 
but one gahin the notion ^^f some dark human female <d»ject, bigger than 
one had fancied it beiore. 

^^C.'atHarine steered towards her stars. Lovers were vouchsafed her, ♦ 
of a kind (her small, stars, as we may call them) ; and, at lengthy through 
fierilons Intricacies, the big star, Autocracy of Ail the llussias,-— through 
whit horrors of intricacy, that last ! She had hoped ahvays it w-ouid be 
by Husband Peter that she, with the deeper steady head, w^ould be . 
Autocrat; but the intricacies kept increasing, grew* at last to the 
strangling pitch ; and it came to be, betw^een Peter and her, Either 
yon to Siberia (parhaj|Sj%f/^^r), else I And it was Peter that had 
to g0|“-m what hideous is wall enough known; no Siberia, no 
ilolstmn thought to be far enough fi^r Fetef* — and Catharine, merely 
weeping a little for him, mounted fo tluv'^otocracy herself. And then, 
the big star of stars being once hers, she had, not in the lover kind 
alone, but in all unccleslial kinds, whole nebu^^^ and milky-ways of small 
stiirs. A very Semiramis, or the Louis-Quatorze of those Northern 
Parts. Second Creatress of Hussia,” second Peter the Great in a 
gense. To me none of the loveliest objects; yet there are uglier, 

how Infinitely ugHer ; object grandiose, if not great.*— We return to * 

Friedrich and the Death oi Catin, * 

Colond Hi'mit, I beMeve, was^ the first wh^ crediblj ' 
apprised .’Friydrieh of ilie great Russian l^veut;. Colcwiel 
Hordt, kte of the P'^e-Corps Ilordi^ Mit captive since soon 
after the Kumirsdorf time ; and whose doleful quasi -infernal 
*twe%^-fiTe month# and three dap' in the Citadel of Peters- 
burg bBw changed iu one hour ijito celestiai glories in the 
Court of that 0ty; — -as readers shall i^iemselves see anon. 

By Hoijit or by whomsoever, the instaiit Friedrich heard, by 
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an anthenlic source, of the <^ew Cza/s Accession, Friedrich 
h%jstened to turn roiSnd upon him wirti the friendliest 
attitude, with arms as if ready to open ; dismissing all his 
Russian Prisoners ; and testifying, in every polite and royal 
way, how gladly ^te would advance if -permitted. To which 
the Czar, by Hordt and by other /channels, kgperially 
responded ; rushing forward, he, as if with arms flung wide. 

January 31st*is Order from the King,^ That our Russian 
Prisoners, one and ^all, slitid, clad and dieted, be forthwifii 
set under way from Stettin : in return for^which g%nerosity 
the Prussians, from Siberia or wherever they were buried, are, 
soon after, hastening home'* in like manner. Gudowitsh, 
Peter’s favourite Adjutant, who had been sent to congratu-* 
late at Zerbst, comes round by Breslau (February 20th), and 
has joyfully benign audience next day ; directly on the heel 
of whom, Adjutant Colonel von der Goitz, who is Kammer- 
Jierr as well as Colonel, and understands things of business, 
goes to Petersburg. February 2Sd, Czarish Majesty, to the 
horror of Vienna and glad astonishment of mankind, emits 
Declaration (Note to ajl the ForeigTi Excellencies in Peters- 
burg), ^ That there ought to mhe Peace with this King of 
Prussia ; that Czarish Majesty, for his own part, is resolved 
on the thing ; give% up East Preussen and the so-called 
conquests made ; Russian participation in such a War has 
ceased,’ And practically orders Czernichef, who is wintering 
with his 20,000 in Glatz, to quit Glatz and these Austiian 
Gomlrinations, and march homeward with his 20,000. 
Wliich Czernichef, sb soon as arrangements of proviant and 
the like made, hasfens^ to do; — and does, as far as 
Tkorn ; hut no farther, for a reason that will Ije seen. On 
the last day of Mar^i, Czernichef,— Ofif about a week ago 
from Glatz, and now got into the Breslau Mitude, — came 
across, with a select Suite of Four, to jiky his court there ; 
and had the honour to *dine with fiis ^Majesty, anS* to be, 
personally too, a Ciernichef agreeable to his Majesty* 

^ In Hi. 275 (< Breslaii, 31st January 1762^). « 
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ITie vehemency rf Austrian* Diplomacies at Petersburg; 

and the horror o& Kaiserinn and Krie^shofrath in Vienna,— 
who have disclsarged ^0,000 of*their own people, cotuit** 
ing on this Cxermchef, and being dreadfully tight for money, 
—may be fancicii ^ut all avails notliipg. The ardent 
Cmr B^mnces tow^trcls Friedrich with arms flung wide. 

and Gudowitsh are engaged on Treaty of Peace; 
Cmr frankly gives-up East Preiissen, * Yoifl\s again ; what 
uSs has Russia for it, Royal Prienft ? ‘‘ 'JYeaty of Pc^ce goes 
forwanl like the drawing of a Marriage-settlement (concluded 
3fa^ 5th ) ; and, in a month more, has eha»ged into IVeaty 
of Alliance C;?ornichcf onlered to stop short at Thom ; to 
turn back, and join himself to this heroic King, instead of 
fighting against him* Which again Csserniclief, himself an 
admirer of this King, joyfully does though, unhappily, not 
wflh all the advantage he expected to the King. 

Swedish Peace, Queen Ulrique and the Anti-French party 
now getting the upper hand, had been hastening forward in 
the interim (finislrf, at H^nburg, Ma^ ; a most smali 
matt|r in comparison tef the Russian but welcome enough 
to Friedrich though he said slightingly of it, when first 
mentioned : ^ Peace ? 1- know nof hardly of any War there 
has been with Sweden ;« — ask Colonei Belling about it I ^ 
Colonel Belling, a most shining swift Hussar Colonel, w^ho, 
with a 2,000 sharp fellows, hanging always on the Swedish 
fia^s, sharp as lightning, * nowhere and yet everywhere,'’ as 
was said of him, has ijtnainly, for the last year or two*, had 
the manageinent of this extraordinary ® War7 Peace over all 
the Norlb, Peace ami mcire, is novf Friedriclfs, *Strangling 
imbroglio, w^itle as the w^orld, has ebbed to man‘'s height; 
dawn of day has ripmited into sunrise it>r Friedrich ; the way 
out is now a » thing credible and visible to him. Peter’s 
friendlineis is boundless ; almost too boundless ! Peter begs 
a Prusaiah Regiment^— Presses himself in its iBiiform, Colonel 
of Itzenpiiiz; Friedrich begs a Russian Rfgiment, Colonel of 
Schuwalgfi ^and all is joyful, hopeful ; marriage-hells instead 
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of dirge ditto and gallows ditto, — unhappily not for very 
lAig. ' • 

In regard to Friedricli’s feelings while all this went on, 
take the following small utterances of his, before going farther4 
January (To Madam Camas, — eight days after 

the Russian Event) : ^ I rejoice, my go^d Mamma^to find 
you have such courage; I exhort you to redouble it! All 
cnds^in this world; so we may hope this accursed War will 
not be Hie only thing eternS -1 there. Since Death has trusseS- 
iip a certain Catin o f the Hyperborean Counfties, our Situation 
has advantageously changed, and becomes more supportable 
than it was. We must hope that some other good events ’ 
(favour of the new Czar mainly) ^ will happen ; by which we 
may profit to arrive at a good Peace.*^ 

January (To Minister Mnckenstein) : ‘ Behold the 
first gleam of light that rises ; — Heaven be praised for Tt I 
We must hope good weather will succeed these storms. God 
grant it ! ’ ^ 

End of March (To DArgens) ^ Ajl that ’ (at Paris ; 

about the Pompadoui:^ms, the ewile'^of Broglio and Brother, 
and your other news) is very miserable ; as well as that 
discrepancy"^ betw^een King’s Council and Parlement for and 
against the Jesuits ! JBut, mon cher Jfargtm, my head is so 
ill, I can tell you nothing more, — except that the Czar of 
Russia is a divine man ; to whom I ought to erect altars."* ^ 
May %Bth (To the same, — Russian Peace three weeks ago) : 
^It very pleasant to me, dear Ma»:quis, that Sans«Souci 
could afford you an agreeable retreat during the beautiful 
Spring days. If it depctide^d only» on me, how soon should 
I be there beside you 1 Bat to the Six Campaigns there is a 
Seventh to be added, *and will soon open ; either because the 
Number 7 had once mystic qualities, or because in the Book 
: of , Fate from all eternity the’ — « Jesuits* banished 
from France? * Ah, yes >~ir~hearing of that, I made® my bit 
of plan for them ’ d(mean to have my pick of them as school- 
^ Freuss, it 3x2. * ' s de FrSd&lCi xi:#* 301, 
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mm tkose tliat kii^w Mtdhiere^ will doubtless con- 
sent to a little jpppleraeBting from Two other Eye-witne^es 
%f credit. # The first and principal is a respectable Ex- 
Swedish Gentleman, whom readers used to hear of; the 
Colo;:el llordt ab 0 V| mentioned, once gi the Free-Corps 
ifonl%'but fallen Prisoner latterly whose experiences and 
reports’ are all the fnore interesting to us, as Friedrich himself 
hful specially to <iepend on them at presenf; and doubtless, 
fh times long afterwards, now and then h^^^rd speedf of them 
from hitirdt. (fur second Eye-witness is the Reverend Herr 
Doctor Biisching (of the ErdJmcJireibungf of the Beyirdg^e^ 
and many other Works, an invi%luable friend to us all along); 
who, tin Ills waiitkring time, had come to be ‘Pastor of the 
Gemmn ChurcJi ui Pckrdmrg^ some yearn back. 


What Cohncl Hordt and the others saw at Peter shurg 
(January— July 176^1) 

AatHiHB 17^D| in tlie sequel to Eumrsdmf ^ — whan the Easaians and 
Baan lay so long torf id, uiK^rt^n what to do except keep Friedricli and 
Friacse Manri well separate, and Friedrich hslT such watchings, campings 
and marchings ahotit on the liithcf skirt^of them (skirt always veiled in 
Co«acks, and producing skirmishes as you marched past),— we did 
mention Hordt* s capture ; ^ not much hoping t^at readers could remember 
it in such a press of things more memorable. It was in, or as prelude 
to, one of those skirmishes (one of the earliest, and & rather sharp one, 
‘at Trebatsch,* in FrankfurtrLieljonJse Country, ‘ 4th September I7d9'), 
the# Hordt had his misfortune i ha had been out reconnoiterm^, with 
an Orderly or two, !>efora4;he skirmish began, was suddenly ‘surrounded 
by 200 Cosi^ks,* and after desperate plini^t% into bogs, desperate 
iriag of pistols and the like, igas taken prisoner. Was cai^gd miserably 
to Peteriburgj—Buch a journey for diad ennui as Hordt never kt^w; 
and was then tumbled out into solitary confinement in the Cltad^^ a 
place like the tjpaniKh llfiuisition ; not th# least xioilce taken of Ms 
r\ uad for a few Bwks, for leave to answer his poor Wife*s Letter 
*^^Bly by the words, ii)ear one, I am alive*;— and was left; tfiere, to 
iii oomigMiy of his rejections, and#a life as ii in vacant Hades, 
for twenty-five months and three days. * After the lapse of that period. 


\ ■ ■ ' * tL 
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he haa something to say to us ag^in, and we trJ^nsieutly look-in upon 

Mm tliere* ' • 

Hie Book we excerpt from^is 3ft^moires du Comte de Hordt (secon4 
edltioiij, 2 volumes 12 niio^ Berlin^ 17B0)« This is Bookseller Pittas 
redaction of tlie Hordt Autobii.%mpliy (Berlin, 1788, was Pitrij^s first 
e^Iition) : several year^i after, how inaiiy is no| said, nor whether Hordt 
(who had Ifeeome a dignitary in Berlin society before Pitra*s^ feat) was 
still living or not, a ^ M. Boreily, Professor i# the Militarj^chool,* 
undertook n second^ considorithly enlarged and improved redaction;— 
of wlycli laUer there is an English Translation ; easy enough to 
but nearif witbojit meitfiing, I* should fear, to readers unacqiaaintea 
with tlu.^ svetie and subject^ Hordt was reckoned a*perfectly teracious, 
intelligent kind of man i hut; he seldom gives the least date, specification 
or precise detail ; aiuf his Book reads, not like the Testimony of an Eye- 
witness, which it is, atid vfduable wfien you. understand it ; but more like 
* gome vague Forgery, compiled i>y a destitute inventive indifidual, 
regardless of tlie 1 eii Commaudmetits (sparingly consulting even his file 
of Old Newspapers), and w riting a Book "whieii would deserve the tread- 
mill, were there any Police in hl$- trade !— ♦ 

• 

WMnmda^ 6ih Ifttmurg 1762, Hordt’s vacant Trades of an existenee In 
the Citadel of Petersburg w*as broken by a loud sound ; three minute- 
guas went i»iF from different sides, clase by; and then -whole salvos, 
peal after peal ; ^ Czarina gone overnight, Peter n* Czar In her stead I * 
said the Oificor, rushing ih to tell Hordt ; to whom it was as n€wB of 
resurrection from the dead. ^^Ivenihg of same day, an Aide-de-Camp 
of the new c5ar came to announce my liberty ; equipage waiting to 
take im at once to his Eu^an Majesty. Asked him to defer it till the 
following day ^ agitated was L* And indeed the Czar, busy taking 
aeekmations, paths of fealty, riding about among his Troops by torch- 
iight, could have made little of me that evening.^ ^ Ultimately, my 
nresenhitiou wm deferred till Sunday* January lOtli, ^that it might ha 
done with proper Kpkmdmir, oil the Nobility being then usually assembled 
about his Majesty/ 

^ January mtiUh, Waited, u%M crowds of Nohillty, In the Callery, 
accydirjgly. Was presented in 1,he Gallery, through which the (’zar, 
followed by Czarina and ^1! the Court, were passing ofi their way U} 
Chapel. Czar made a slfcrt kind speech (^MMighted to do you an 
set of justice. Monsieur, and return a valuable servailfc-to the King I 
; gave me his hand to kiss ; Czarina did the samsb. General 


^ Mmp&s &f iks Cmnt ds London, iSo6 : vol. izmoj-^nly the 

J^rsi volume of which («af\*ailable here) is in my possession. 

^ Hermaan, dB Stmts ^ v, 241 . » 
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iCwri/ m es:€elki 3 t Irleiiilj «o kiiicVto'nie at Koiai^^isherg wBik I was 
getting rarted aiul a ikneral now^ ii» * who lad 

toll itty inimj^mer^ led me into Chapel^ to the Court’s plaee (tribune de 
ia Cbrir)* Cssar eamo across repeatedly ' (iilale puhlio w’orsliip was going 
ou j a Car |ierliaps t4io regardless that way !) ^ to talk to me j dwelt much 
m hm altochmeut to the Sing. Chi comiiig <mt, 4 lie Head (diamberlam 
whis|ierAk me, *^^¥011 dine with the Court/'* Which, of course, I did. 

* 1 able was of sixty covers ; splendid as the Arahian Talcs, (ktiv and 
Cr^nriiia sat side hy side; Korf and I had the honour to be placed 
them, ilardly were we si?ai<»^ when tiie Czar addressed me : 

** ¥cm have had no PniBsiaii news this long widla I am glad to tell 
you that the King is well, though Im has had such fighting to right and 
left; -hut I hope there will soon i^a an end to all ^liat/^ Words which 
everybody listened to Jile prophecy !J (Peter is nothing of a Politician.) 
^How long have you been in prison?' continued the Cmr. ^ IVeuty" 
ftve months mid three daysj your Majesty/ ^ Mkre you well treated?* 
Ilordt hesitated, knew not what to say ; but_, the Cmr urging liim^ mnr 
'fesedj, * fie had been always rather badly used ; not even allow^ed to 
buy a h%v books to rciad.’ ^At which the Czarina was evidently 
shocked : ikifi ed UenjMirhare!** she exclaimed aloud.— I wished much 
til return home at mice ; and petitioned the Cssar on that subject^, during 
cofee^ la the wdtlidrawliig rooms; but he answered^ you must 

notj,— not ^11 an excess Frusskn fSnvoy arrive 1 '* I had to stay; there- ' 
fora j^and was thenceforth afhtosl daily nt Chmrt/— but unluckily a little 
vag a% and altogether dutekm as tj wliat I saw there \ 

Bie.reri md Milmmh^ both of them Jmt* hmm from Biber^f are to drink 
iogethfr (No date : Palace of Petersburg, ‘‘^indng 170*2), — Peter had begun 
ill a great way : all for liljcralism, enlightedfenent, abolition of abuses, 
general magnanimity on his owti ami everybody’s part IlulliiCire did 
not sea the followhig scene; but it Kcerns to be w’dl enough vouched for, 
and Iluihftu'e heard it talked of in society. As many as 20,000 persons, 
it m coiitited, have come home from Siberian Kxile ' ; the L’Est^cs, th%iift» 
Muiinichs, Ilierens, all iftariner of interueeine^gures, as if risen from 
the dead. ^ Since tiie iilglit wlien I^b'lnnich arrested liiereii* (readers 
possibly remember ft, and >llumsiei^’s account of it^), Hhe first time 
these two met^waB in the gay and tumultuous crowd which surromded 
the new Cmr^ bygones be byg<|ies,'^ said Peter, noticing 

them; u» three all drink together, like friends !”--and ordered 
three glasses of wim.^ Peter was beginning his glass to show tl^e others 
m examgk; when somebmiy came with a message to liim, w^Mch was 
deliver*^ In a loiv tone ; Peter listening* dnmk f>ut*liiB wine, set down 
the glass, md hastened of; so that Bieren an^ Munnicli, the two old 

# * Supra, voh iv. pp. 73 , 74 . 
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6E6sm% wens left staniiiiig, glais m iisrid, wlili tils tyim 0® tfeis 
Cs^"g glang I*— at Cmr dM not mimn^ they dashe*! meh 

Ms ©yes Into the other*® faee ami alter a m^mmi*% ge*n'«y^ set dowft 
their glasses iintahted, and walk©*! off In 0|i|i«site iirmilom.* * Won't 
coaksi!©, it seems, in spite of th«* <j«ir s high mtshes. An ©mftletti of 
m«eh that hefeli the ftior Csiar ifi hk present H^h fourie of go|^l inteii^ 
tions ami headlong inagrmnimitiei retnni to Word! : 

fke €zar mmm u P(hrtrmi qf Frmirkh m hU Finder. ^ C'ar Peter 
never dkgnised hk Priissiao predileetioiis. One ereriing he said, 
** Pro^jose ,h> your fneiu! Keith/* {Kiiglkh Eveellency here, whom wi? 
know) to give me a supper at his lious^e tomorrow' night, llie other 
Foreign Ministers will perhaps he jeah.ius; hut I <hni*i rarer" ?^iipper 
at the Knglish Emhasny took plaviL Only ten or tw'olve persoui, of the 
Vm/B ©hoosing, w‘ere present. .Oar very gay and in ftno spirit^;. 
Talked much of the King of Friissia. fallowed me a signekring im hh 
huger, with Friedriehk Portrait In it ; ring was handed round the tshle/ ^ 
ITiis Is a signet-ring famous at Court in those months. Cue day Peter 
"had lost it (mislaid somewhere)^ and got Into furious es^pMsIon till It wgs 
found for him again.® .Let ' m mw hear BuMchlng, our Ceogmphlcal 
Friend, for a moment s ■ . 

Merr Fmt&r Biki^hing dom the Ihmngnnj for .SWf md Ptopk. ^ * 
^In most Countries, it is Official or ^liiitary People that administer tim 
Oath of Homage, on a change of ^tr^Tjreigiis. ^But In Fetershu%, 
among the Herman popui|tion, it is thermistors of their reft|>^!ti'V0 
Churches. At the accession of Peter^in, I, for the frst time* (being 
' still a young hand rather thaif an old), ^ took the Oath from several 
thousands In my Church,^— and handed it over, with my own, hi the 
proper <juarter. • 

: . * As to the Congratulatory Addresise% the new Cssar received the 

’ “Oongratulationa of all classes^ and also of the Pastors of ilie Foreign 
Churches, In the following manner. He came walldng slowiy through 
suite* of rooms, in each of which a hody of ikmp;rtitiihiUm were 
awamhled. Coiirt-ofRciids preceded, Btate-offielak followed him. limn 
came the Cmrpia, attended in ^similar way. And always <hi entering a 
mw room, tUfey received a new C^jgnttiiRiioo from lha spokeHtuan of 
the party there. Ihe spokesman of us Proiestaiii Pai^tors was my 
colleague. Senior Trefuri ; %ut the Gmumil 4 it 4 MiM and Ilead'-of-Police, 
Baron von Korf* (HordPs friend, known to us iil)ov§, Herman, we 
• perceive, hy creed and name), Hhinkingit was I fiat had to^make the 
and intending to present ro© at thf same time to Ijm 
'‘'’•iuolloned. to me fro#i his place "behind the Cmr h advance. Bdt 1 did 
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mi pmh forward ; tbinklng it inopportune and of no impcirtance to me. 
Neither did I share the great &pectaMons which Baron von Kgrf 
^nd everybody enterlkined of this new reign. All people now promised 
themselves bftter timcs^ without refleUfting' (as thdy should have 
done IX ^ that the better men necessary to produce these were nowhere 
forthcoming ^ 

For tbe^hrst two or thrfe months, Peter was the* idol of ali the world ; 
Such generosities anc| magnanimities ; mch zeal and diligence;, one 
magimnimous improvement following another i He had at once abolished 
Torture in his Law' Courts ; resolved to have a regiHar Code of Laws, — 
and Judges to be depended on for^doing |ustice. He ^destroyed 
monopolinss * ; lowered the price of salt.* To the joy of everybody, he 
had hastened (January 18th, second week of reign) to abolish the Secret 
(/Aameryjf^n horrid Sfmnish-InquiBition engine *of domestic politics. 
Hk Nobility he had determined shotild he noble : January 28th (third 
week%f reign just beginning), he absolved the Nobility from all servile 
duties to him : ^ You can travel when and where you please ; you are not 
obliged to serve in my Armies ; you may serve in anybody^ not at w'ar 
v^tli me ! * under plaudits loud and universal from that Order of nion. 
And was petitioned by a grateful Petersburg W'orld : *' Permit us, 

magnanimous Cssar, to raise a Statue of your Majesty in solid Gold ? * 
* Don’t at all !’ anstvered Peter : ^ Ah, if by good governing I could raise 
a memorial in my People's hearts; that would be the Statue for me! 
Poor headlong Petel* I — It ^ lass lucky step that of informing the 

Cler^ (date xiot given). That in the Cssaj^I^ lay Spiritual Sovereignty 
as well as Temporal, and that Ae #<mld henceforth administer their rich 
Abbey Lands and the like ; — ^this gave a sad shock to the upper strata 
of Priesthood, extending gradually to the Igwer, and ultimately raising 
an ominous general thought (perhaps worse than a general cry) of 
^ Church in Danger 1 Alas, is our Czar regardless of Holy Keligion, 
then? Perhaps, at heart still Lutheran, and has no Religion?' This, 
oM hit too headlong Prussian tendencies, are counted to have done him 
Tnfimte mischief, ^ 

fferr Bunching me$ the (kar on J/on¥C?>uc/f,'* ^Wien the Czar's own 
Regiment of Calrassiei^ cai^e to Fetei«burg, the C-'zar, djessed in the 
uniform of the regiment, rode out to^ieet it ; and returning at its head, 
rode repeatedly through certain quarters of the Town. His helmet was 
buckled tight with leaSier straps under the chin ; he sat his horse as 
upright and as a wooden image ; held his sabre in equally stiff 
manner ;*tunied ix^ly his eyes to the right; and never by* a hairs* 
breadtli, Changed that , posture. In suqji attitude h® twice passed my 

^ Btehing’s Bejiragef vi. Author’s own Bi^aphy *) 462 et seq. 
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lioosd witk yk regimattti witlmwt a!ia«ging a fe|tare at ' 
peraoiis who crow4a4 thc^ i%1n4awg» To lae’ (In my 
atistee jndgmmit) *' lie seemed m kkhifivUim%^ bo sifall-mindad a jiersioEj,^ 
that I ’•“-■m fact/ knew not wliift; to think of • 

librdtsfMthe f'mrmhiki^ig in * One day, after^dinirif 

at Coart^ Oencnil Koif pnjpoBed that we slimild go ami see JJt d& 
Pumde ' (Pm^acie-Bed of ilm kite &irlua, wkief ih in imother Pfilaee* not 
far o£ ^ Cotjut Hclmwiilof * (nrd her old lover, ^lo hais dkd 0hm her, 
poor old ermtore ; hut Ids Hori^, a cultivated mao, afterwaniK Voltaire^i 
friend^ ^aecompanietl ms; and, lik rooms hebg eotUig’uouB to those 
the dead hvuiy, he ashed us to take colTee with him afleroard®. The 
Imperial Bier stood in the Orand Kaloou, wdiieli was kuo^*' all mind with 
Idack, festooned and garlanded wilh eloth-of-silver ; tlie glare of waac- 
lights quite Idindingf Bier, covered with ehdJb-of-goh! trimmed with 
silver lace, was raiseil upon *A rifdi CTow'n was on the heatl of tim 

dead Cmina. Benide the Bier stood four Didies, two on weh lumd. In 
grand mourning ; Immense t-rape training on the ground hehind ihean 
Two Oiscers of the Life-Ciuard occupieil the lowest steps : on the top- 
xpost, at the foot of the hieri was an Arehimandnie {superior Mud ^ 
Abhof^^'who had aBxhle hefore Mm, from which he road akiinl,-- oonllnu- 
ously till relieved hy another, llils went on day and night without inter- 
ruption. All round the hive, mi stools {tubrmreiy)^ w-ere placed different 
Crowns and the insignia of various Orders,— tliOfrO of Prussia, anio;ig 
others. It being estahiished usage, I had, In my great repngiunife, to 
kiss the hand of tlie eorpsd^! We then talked a little to the ladifes in 
attendance {wdth their crape tniins), |tjkirig about the article of hand- 
kissing; ffriaily’^we adjourned for Coffee to Count SchuwaJofs apart- 
ments, which were of an ij^emlible magnifieenee/ Thai same evening, 
fcther on,— 

^ I supped with the Cmr in his PHU AppaH>efnmt^ Private llomui * (a 
fine free-and-eifty nook of space !). The company tliere consisted of the 

Countess Woron^nw, a creature without any graeci*, lanlily or menUtl, 
“''Qhom the C%ar had diosen for bin 'Mistress" (v^iulHiosed, pockouarked, 
fat, and with a pert tmiglie at time.s), ^ whom I liked the less, a« tliere 
were one or^hwo other very hs^iulHome wiynen there* Borne Courtiers 
too ; and no Foreigners hut tlie English Envoy an^l mynelf. The Bupper 
was '^ry gay, and was prif longed late into the night. Tht#io late orgki, 
however, did not prevent hilfMajeHty from atteifding to tiUBinesB hi good 
time nest morning. Ha would appear iiBexpeetedly, at%xi early hour, 
at the Stoate, at the Synod * (Head Cmukiorg)^ ^ making them stand to 
their duties/— or pi^etand to d^ it His M^esty Is not undef^iml to 
•have -got mmh real work out of either of Coverniiig Bodies; the 
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former^ tie Senate, m $e<^u!ar one, Iml falien very torpid latterly, 

ww, not long after suffered to dicMJut *iltogatlier* Peter hims4f 
mm a rioleully pualiiBg man, aiui never s!ir|ink from klioi^r ; always in a 
plunga of Imrnei, and of irregular hours- In Ins final time, people 
whispered, 'Hie C>.ar is killing himself ;*" sits smoking, tippling, talking 
till 2 in the morning*^ and js overliejul in business again by 7 1' 

Cmrtmf f£:imibeth*^ Fumrut^ m mtan hj I fordt (mudi abridged). ^At 
10 ill tb^ morning nil llie bells in Petersburg broke-out; and tolled 
inees^autly ' (day fir month not hinted at, — nor wo|;th seeking ; grim 
dsirkness of universal frost perceptible enough; clangour of boils;, and 
procession sfiemingly of miles long, — on 1;hi.s extremely high eA^and I) — 

^ Mliiute^ghns were ffred from the moment the procession set-out from 
the Castle till it arrived at the Citadel, a distance o/ two Englivsh miles 
and a half. Planks wer^ laid all the wuy ; forming a sort of bridge 
through the sireets, and over the ic,e of the Neva All the soldiers of 
the flaFrison ucre ranked in espalier on each side. Three hundred 
grenadiers opened the march ; after them, three hundred priests, in 
sacerdotiil coBtumc; walking two-and-two, singing hymns. All the 
CrSw'iis and Orders, above mentioned by me, ^vere carried by high Digni- 
taries of the C<mrt, walking in single file, each a chamberlain behind 
him. Hearse was followed by the Cxar, skirt of his black cloak held-up 
by Tw^elve Chamberlains, each a lighted taper in the other hand. Prince 
■■■Owge- of Iloistaisi ■ nes:t, 'then' 'HoMeM-B0ck- 

{Car's Cousin). ^Cjsarina Catharine followed, also on foot, with a 
lighted ; her cloak homo by all her"^Ladies. Xliree hundred 
Orermdiers cloned the procession. Belte toiling, mmut|i-guns firing, 
seas oi' people crowding/ — Thus the Russians buried their Czarina, 
Day and its dusky frost-curtains sank ; and Ihibtes, looking down from 
the starry deeps, found one Telluric Anomaly forever hidden from him. 
She Imd left of unworn Dresses, the ridiest prficurable in J*^ature (five a 
day her usual allowance, and never or seldom worn twice), lfi,000 and 
ioma hundreds,* ^ ^ ^ 

Mordt i> of mm Cmri%rz fMharine^ FveningJ^artka, ^ The Cmrim 
received company every morning. She received everybodj with great 
affability and grace. But iioMtliHfcandin^her efforts to appear gay, one 
could perceive a deep background of sadness in her. She knew barter 
tlian anybody t!u‘ violent (^rdorite) clmKiCter of^ker husband ; and perhaps 
$he then already foresaw what would come, She also had her circle 
every evening, and always asked the company to stay supper^ One 
ev^ing, when I was of her^ P^t*tyf ^ confidential Equerry of the Casar 
eame io,» and whispered me Tiiat I hiul* been seardied for all over 
Town, to coma to supjier at the Ouiufm*^(that wa§ the usual designation 

^ Hermann, v. i;?6. 
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^ K b^ged to M c^eciised for this feeing eiigs^ged in siip wllh ih# 
€mrin% to whom I ccmld not well state the reasin for wbich I n^m %o 
leave. The K<|uerry ]jad tmtgmm long, when snddanly a great noise wm 
fieard,, the two wfiig^ of the door were tfinng open,, and the (Jmr entered. 
He sainted poBtel)\ih6 Oarimt and her cifde; ealied loe with that 
smiling aifd gmeions air which, he always had ; took me hy tfec^ann, and 
said to the Cxarina : Excnse me, Madam, if tonight I earry^f one of 
yonr gnestei it is ^this Frnssku I had searched for all over the Town/* 
The Vmrlm laughed ; I made her a deep how^ and w^ent away with i^y 
condui!to*'. Nest morning 1 went to the CV.arina whoj, without men* 
tinning what had passed kst night, said Rmiling, ^^Come an^ s«p with 
me always when there m nolhing to prevent- it/* " 

Fehmary UtmU at Mri^koe-^Zeiae, On occasion of the C’mrk felrth- 
day' (which gives %m aiinte;, for oiiee),^ ^'there we re great festivities# lasting 
a w'oek. It began with a grand fa Ikum^ at which the Casar was present# 
feiit not the Cssarina. ^^he had# that morning# In ofeedieiica to her Ims- 
band*® wlllj decorated ^Hhe Countess'' with the cordon of the Order of St 
Catharine. She was now detained in her Apaitment hy indispositioi #'* ; 
and did not leave It during the eight days tfi| festlvit^s lasted/ Thli 
happened at the Country Mace# Zarskoe-feloe and is a tnrnlng^pomt 
in poor Peter’s History.® From that day# his Carina saw that, fey the 
medium of her Peter# it w^as not she tha| wimld ever come to he Autocrat ; 
not she# hut a pock-marked# iinheautifnh Person# with Cordon of Ihe 
Order of St €atharine#'-^dessing.s on it ! From that day the Cjsarina 
sat brooding^ her wrongs an4 her ^rils#— "wrongs done# very many# 
and now wrongs to be miffered^ who can say how many I She perceives 
clearly that the Cjwir is gotie from her# jBsrediy sullen ai her (not without 
cause) “and that Siberia# or worse# Is possible hy and by. The Cssarina 
was helplessly wretched for some time ; and by degrees entered on a 
Plot ; — ^asskted by Princess Bashkof (Sister of the Snub-nosed)# hy Panin 
p{our Son's Tutor# ^^ageninna Son# I will swear# w'hatever the Papa%iay 
think "'in his wild moments 1 *% by Gregory? CMof (one's present Lover)# 
and others of less mark awl it ripened exquisitely within the next four 
months ! — ^ ♦ 

Mardt hears the Praises af ^ Next day ' {nobody can gu w 

what dap) dined at C^urt I sat opposite the CmrJ who iilked of 
nothing but of his good friend tlie King of Frusila/* He knew all tlie 
smallest deWk of his Campaigns ; all his militery alVangements i the 
dress and strength of all his Eeglments ; and h^ declared akmd that he 
iroaM shortly pair all hk trewgs upon the'^same footing* (wUkh he did 

; ^ ^ Mkhae!is,'*ii. t * Peter l>orn, 21st February lyaB.* 
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shortlf# U the great cMsgiist ef his Ireops)*— ^ Eising from tahle^, the 
Cjsar himself did me honour to say^ ^^€omt tomorrow ; dine with 
er^pkii ripparief^ent** (on the snug, where ’fe oEen play high-jinks^ and 
go to great le«gtli§ in liquor and tobacco ) ; will show you something 
cui*iouSj%hich yo^wlll like/' I wentht^the accustomeii hour ; I found 
— Juieuteaant-Cyeneral Werner' (hidden since his acoident at Colberg I^t 
winter, wSom a beneficent C'ssar has summoned again into the light of 
noon) ! made a gre^ friendship with this distinguished General, 
who was a charming man ; and went coiistjintly al)|)ut with him, till 
h%kft me here./— Czarlsli kindness lettiiig Warner home, and detailing 
, me, to my regret/ * 

Tlie Prussian Traalies, first of Peace (May Sth), with all our Conquests 
fiung back, and then of Alliance, with yourself and ourselves, as it were, 
filing into the bErgai«,™>-werc by no im^ns so popular in Petersburg m in 
Berlin ! From May fitli onu ards, we can suppose Peter to bo, perhaps 
rather :mpid!y, on the declining hand* Add the fatal element ^ Church 
in Danger’ (a Czar privately Apostate); his very Guardsmen indignant 
at their tiglit-fitting Prussian uniforms, and at their no less tight Pmssian 
drilt (which the Czar is uncommonly urgent with) ; and a Czarina Plot 
silently spreading cm all gides, like subterranean mines filled with gun- 
. pow'der I-— 

Em* Bu9cMn^ ^em ths OatuUrophe (Friday 9th July 17fi2)* ^This 
being the day before ;^ter**aiid*FMil, which is a great Holiday in Peters- 
burg, I drove out, betw'een 9 %ncl 10 in the morning, to visit the sick. 
On my way from the first house where I had called, I heard a distant 
noise like that of a rising thunder-storm^ and asked my i^eople what it 
was, lliey did not know ; but it appeared to them like the Shouting of 
a I^Iob {Vfdkngnchrd)^ and there were all sortstif rumours afloat. Some 
said, Tlie Czar had suddenly resolved to get liimself crowned at Peters- 
burg, before setting out for the M"ar on Denmark.” Others said, 
bad gamed the Czarina to be Regent during Hs absence, and that she 
was to be crowned for this purpose/' These rumours were too 43 iny i * 
m^nwhile the noise perceptibly drew nearer ; aijd I ordered my coach- 
man to proceed no farther, but to return homo, 

'^On getting home, I called fiiy ^nd told her, TlmVsomething 
ojctraordinary w|p then going on, but that I could not learn what; tikat 
it appeared to me like som^ popular Tumult, |t*hieh was coming nearer 
to us every moment. hurried to tlm corner room of our house ; 
threw open the window, which looks to the Church of St Blary of 
Oisan* (wh|re an Act of TliayAsgiving has Just been consummated, of a 
very peouiar kind 1)—^ ahd w-e then saw, ^%ar this Cht?rcli, an innumer- 
able crowd of people ; dressed and half-dressed^ soldiers of the foot- 
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of tli6 Giiank nikel wUli tlie pofiiikte. Wo proeivod tfi^t 
t^© orowd pressed r<Hnifl irc.««iHn<m two-seateil Hi^ikney floaeli drawn 
two horses ; m wliieh^ after a. few mintifesj a Lady dress|d in blacky and 
weariinff the Order of HL Catharine, wmilng cmt of tbe C'^hiirch, took a 
seal Wherenpon die dnireh-bens 'began ringing, arm the prief^ts, with 
their assistanis carrying eroHses, got into pr^cesHirm, and wnlked before 
the Coach. Wa now reeogniged that it was the Cmrin^Tatlmrine 
saluting the nniititude to right and left, as she llred along,’ ^ 

Yes, Doctor, that. Lady in black is the i 'Zarina ; and has come a drive 
of twenty miles this morning rind done a great deal of businm in 
Town, --one day iieforo the set time, in her remote Apartment at 
Feterhof, this morning, between 2 and she awiike to see Afexid. Orlof, 
called oftener *Sv»frrr4;d OrJof (ljni?r 6V/y;o?7/V Brother), kneeling at her 
bedside, with tlie words, Madam, you mast conie ; there Is not a moment 
to lose T— wdio, seeing her awake, i^anished to get the %'ahic1es ready. 
About L she, with the Scarred and her maid and a valet or two, f arrived 
at the Guards' Barracks here,— Gregory Orlof, and others eoncerned, 
waiting to^receive her, in the lit temper for playing at sharps. She has 
spoken a little, w^ept a ilttle, to the Guards (still only halWrc^sed, mfcy 
of tiiem) : ^ Holy religion, EiiBsiaa Empire thrown at thfi feet of FriMia ; 
my poor Son to be disinherited : Alack, ohoo I ’ MTierenpon the Guards 
(their Officers already gained by Orlof) have indignantly biassed up Into 
the fit IIurra 4 iurra-iiig :*~*-and here, siinee about ^0 we haV6*Just 
been in the ^Church of Mary of CasaiF {^Oh, my friends, Orthodox 
lleligion, first of all 1 ') doing and the other Divine Offices, Ibr 

the tlirice-h^py Revolution and Deliverance now vouchsafed us and 
you I And the Herr Boetor, under outburst of the chimes of St. Mary, 
and of the jubilant SoIdi^Fies md Fopuktions, sees the Czarina saluting 
to right and left ; and Priests, with their assistants and crucifixes Behold 
them, ye Orthodox ; Is there any thing equal to true Eedigion ? '), ivalking 
before her Hackney Ckach. ^ 

the one step of her Ckach/ coBilnues the Herr Doctor, ^ stood 
Origarei Grigorjewikls* Orlow/ so he spells^him, ^and in front of it, 
with drawn sword, rode the Fiehl-marhhal and Hetman Count liirik 
GrigorjewjiJSh Easomowskl, tkl^nel of ♦the Ismallow Guard. Lieu- 
temnt 4 ]reneral (soon to be Geiiera 1 “ 0 rdnaiicc 4 laster)^ Villebois came 
galloping up; leapt fro»|^ bis horse under #our windows, and placed 
himself on the other step of the Coach. The proce&siuu passed before 
our hopse ; going first to the New stone Pakee, then to the Old wooden 
Winter Pakce. Common Russians shouted^ mockingly up to* us, Your 
god '' (meaning thb Cmr) is Head I " And others, He is gone ; we will 
have no more of him I ” 


vi. 465 1 compare p. 95 ; Itermams v, $87. 
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hoir of tbj day, at Oranieiibsmm {Orange-Tree^^ome twenty 
milm from liere, ami from Poterfeof te?| or twelve). Czar Peter 'f 
drilling zealously his hfava Holsteiners (2,000 or more, Hhe flower of all 
my troops *)J atfdyiaa not, for hours aftcr/the least iiiklfng of all tins. 
CathdHiip had he^ across to visit him^m ^V'ednesdjn*^, no farther back ; 
and had kindled Orynienimum into o]>era, into ilhmiination and what 
not. l’hw|^day (ycK'terda^'J, Czar and CiWirina met at some grandee's 
festivity, vHio lives betw^|on their two ResldenceH. lliis day the Czar is 
appointed for Peterhof; tomorrow', duly iOth (Peter-and-*Fau]*s grand 

1 H^iiiday), Czar, Cssarina and united Court were have done ^ the 
Festivities t4»gether there, — with (Jzarifla’s pow^der-mioe of d^Iot laid 
under therU ; winch latter has exploded one day sooner, in the present 
hap]>y manner ! The poor C zar, this day, on getting to Petoriicjf, and 
inding O/Arina vanished, iund.erHtood too well: he saW ^big smoke-clouds 
riM6 suddenly over Petersburg regioiiV withal,— Hla, she has cannon 
going fbr her yonder ; salvoing and homaging 1 '—and rushed back to 
Oranienbaum* half mad. Old Miiiinidi undertook to save bim, by one, 
by two or even three diflerent methods, ^ Only order me, stand up to it 
with sword hare 1 '—hut Peter’s wits w’ere all flying miscellaneously about, 
and he could ressilve on nothing. 

Peter and his Czarimr never met more. Saturday (tomorrow), he 
abdicateii ; drives over to Peterhof, expecting, as per bargain, interview 
with, Ms Wife; freedom to retir^ to Holstein, and every sort of kind- 
nesi compatible with^his situation ' ; Imt is met there instead, on the 
stoircal^e^ by brutal people, who tear the onMrs of his coat, at length 
the very clothes of his Ifack,— am! paek;^ liim awmy to Ropscha, a quiet 
Villa some miles of, to sit silent there till Oxdof and Company have 
considered. Consider«ition is: ^To Hidsteiii^ He has an Anti-Danish 
Russian Army just nowin. that neighbourhood ; he will not be safe in 
HoMeIn; — where will he he safe.^* ISaturday ll'th, Peter's seventh day 
in Eopscha, the Orlofs (.Scrirred Orlof and Four other miscreants, one of 
theiS a Prince, iima a Playactor) came over, and murdered poor I%ter, In 
a treacherous, and even hufigling and <lisgusting, and altogether hideous' 
mmmen * A glass of Imrgnndy' (poisoned hurgimdy), ^y(»ur Highness?' 
said they, ai fliniter whli his^mor llighifess. On the hat^S: of which, 
the burgundy having failed and heeif found out, came grappling ^nd 
hauling, trampling, shrieking, and at last strangulation- Surely the 

Devil will rcw'ard Kuch a Five of his Elect?* But we detain Herr 

Euschiiig : it Ib ^till onl}' Friday morning, Oth of the month ; and the 
Czarina’s flaekney iV»a%h, in the manner of a comet and tail, Has just 
fone int<%toer streets: » 

* After this tejTihle uproar had left our quarter, I hastened to the 
Danish Ambassador, Count Haxtbausen, who iSed near me, to bring 

■/ » 
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iiim the Sai^rtant news that the Cstar was said ^ be dCad. ^Tlii 

ws» jnat ab^ut to bara a ijiise |>f fapera^ fearing tbe mob would j^lunder 
big bouBe ; but he did mot proceed with it l:low^^ atd thanked for 

• gaviog his Country. His Secretary of Legation^ my Schumacher# 
gave me all the money ha had in* his pockets# to disjifibute am«in^ the 
poor ; and f retarded home. Directly after, there^passed our house, at 
a ,niita as I# the horses wore running away# a common two^ho^^ ccmeh# in 
which mt Heud«Tutor (Okr-^Ih/mekfer) von Fayn with the Of^iid Duke * 
(famous Cssar Paul that is to be)# ^ who was still in his nightgown#* pooi 
frightened little bdy • 

* ^ot h>iig after, I s|w S(m«f of tho Foot-guards# in the public street 
near the ^Vinter Palace, selling# at rates dog-cbcap# their n#w uniforms 
after the Prussian mit# which they had stripl of ; whilst others# singisig 
merrily, carried abmit, stuck on the t(»p of tiudr mtiskeis, or on thinr 
bayonets# their itew grenadier oafs of Pnissiasi fashion.^ I saw severai 
‘^oldicrs, out on errutid or otherwise# sekiug the ccmdies they in«!t itt the 
streets, and drivfiig-cm in them. Others appropriated the eatables which 
hucksters carried about in baskets. But in al! this wild tumult# nobody 
was killed ; and only at Oranienbaum a few Holstein soldiers got wouii^od 
by some low^ Bussians, in their w'aotoimess. # 

^ July lith# the disorder amongst the soldiers was at its height | yet 
still much less than might have been expected, Blany of them entered 
the houses of Foreigners, and demanded money. Seeing a number of 
them come into niy house# J hastily put a «r|uantit5" of roubles and half- 
roubles in my pocket, aijNI went out with a servant# especially *Vith a 
cheerful face# to meet them/— and na harm was dona 

Vith was the day of the €mFs death ; on the same l 7 th# 
the Empr^s was inform# of it , and next day# his body was brought 
Ifom Eopseha to the Convent of St. Alexander NewskI# near Petersburg. 
Here it lay in state three days ; nay# an Imperial Manifesto event ordered 
that the last honours and duty be paid to it July 20th# I drove thither 
with my IPife ; and to be able to view the body more minutely, p&sed 
"*twiee through the room where it lay* (An mifrominonly broad neckcloth 
on it, did you observe.^ ^ Owing to tiie rapid clissolution, it had to be 
interred on^tlie fdlowiug day ^-and it wi^ a touching circumstmice, that 
ibis happened to be the 'very daf mi w'hlcli the CV.ar had fxed to start 
from Petersburg on his ttopfiigu against Denmark/ ^ * 

Catharine# one mnni own with a riiudcler# hm not attained 
•rile Atttocrac)^ of Alt the IlushiaB gratis/ Let tis*hope Bhe^ 
would once# — tHI driven a rlire alternative# — 'halt herself 

^ See in Hermann |v. z^i) the Saxon Ambassador's Report. 

® BUsching# vl. 40^.467. * 
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shiiddeml to porefease at soch^ a *price. A kina of horror 
haiiwts oner's notioi of her redhande^J hrazen-faeed Orlofe aM 
which aik the cosmetics of the world wilt never quite 
covei% ^ And yd^on the spot^ in Petersburg at the moment — I 
Bead this Clipping froni Smelfnngns, on a collateral topic : 

n 

Hn BhSrhhty^ are some Love-letters from tlie old Marshal 

Mumilch to CMlmrhie just after this events which ^are psychologically 
cyfcirious. Love-lcttc^rg^, for they partake of that character; thouglji the 
man is B 2 , and has had such breakages and vieisgitudeB in tHis Barth. 
ABve yet,*it would i&em ; and full of ainhitions. Unspeakably beautiful 
is this young Woman to him ; radiant as <m~eyed Jimo, as Diana of 
the silver l>ow^“Suc‘h a power in her to gratify the avarices^ ambitions, 
cupidities of an Insatiable oM fellow : Oh divine young Empress, Aurora 
of bright Biiminer epf'ichs, rosy-fingered daughter of the Sun, — ^grant me 
the governin'^ of This, the administering of That : and see what a thing 
I will make of it { 1 , an inventive old gentleman), for your Majesty*s 
hohour and glory, and my own mlvanlage 1 — Innumerable persons of 

less note than Munnieh ,^have their Biographies, and are known to the 
reading public and in all iiarhers'-shops, if that were an advantage to 
•tihem. Very considerable, this Munnich, as a soldier, for one thing. 
And Mfoly had very strange adventures ; an original German character 
withjd about the stature Belleisle, for earample ; and not quite 
unlike Belleisle In some of his ways ? Cam© *'originaliy from the swamps 
of Oldenburg, or Iwower Weser Country,— son of a Deickgr^fe (Ditch- 
Superintendent) there, Ihqukiicant In oblivious silence, Belleisle and 
he ; it is better than being lied of, and mannered of, and blotched and 
blundered of. 

^ Biographies were once rhythmic, earnest as death or life, earnest 
m transcendent human insight risen to tlie Binging pitch ; some Homer, 
nay^iome Psalmist or Evangelist, spokesman of reverent Populations^ 
wm the Biographer, Rhythmic, wfth e3£actituda,^nvestigation to tfie very 
marrow ; this, or else oblivion. Biography eliouM now, and at all Mmes, 
be *, but k no!:,— by any manuar of mmn#. With what ramdts is vkible 
enough, if you will look 1 Human Bin pox*, fallen into the disho:^t, 
tey and uudog^ad condition, is truly an awfuLthiug.' 

Catharine old not pei^ist in her Anti-Priissiam determina- 

^ BiischJiHg, Map^zm fpr tMe mm und G60^aphU (Halle, Year 

lySs), xvi. 413-477 (22 Letters^ and only thrice or so a word of Mtspons^ from 
^ ma BmmtP% dates, *Karva, 4ih August . ♦ ♦ * Petersburg, 3d 

October ^ 
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tion. Jul/9th» the Manifetj^ had been ii^idignaiitly emphatic 
on Prussia; July £^ch*3n $. Note to Goltzifcfrom the Cmrka, 
it was all withdrawn again,^ Looking intciu Ahe decease 
Ciiar’’s Papei'Sj shot found, Priedrich^s Lem*rs to h]m had. 
contained nothing of wrong or offensive always excelleait 
advices, 6n the con.trarY,-~advice 5 among others, con- 

ciliatory to his clever-witted Wife, and t% make herliis ally, 
not his opponewt, in living and reigning. In Kdni^be:^ 
(Jul^ Ifith, seven dj^s aftet July Dtb), the Ilussian Goveniior, 
Just on the point of (juitting, emitted Frocktnmtion, to every- 
body’s hoxTor : ‘ ; altered, all that ; under j>ain of death, 

your Oath to Russia still valid 1 ^ Wfiich for the next ten 
days, or till his new Proclamation, made such a Jfbnigsberg 
of it as may be imagined* The sight of those* Letters is 
understood to have turned the scale ; which had hung waver- 
ing till July SSd in the Cmrina^'s mind. ' * C^n it te gooSi,'* 
she might privately think withal, ^ to* begin ’^our reign by 
kindling a foolish War again How Friedrich receked the 
news of July 9th, and into wkat crisis it threw him, we shall 
soon see. His Campaign had begun i^uly 1st ; — and has-been 
summoniiig us home, into its horizon, for some time, 

* 

ft 

CHAPTER XI ^ 

.SEVJ^NTH CAMPAIGN •OPKXS 

FEtEOEE^fs plan of Cmnpaign k settles! long since: .Re- 
capture Sehweidnfe ; clear ^lesia of the e.uciny^; Silesia and 
all our own Dominions dear, we can then stand foncible 
against the Austrian pei^severancos. Peace, tne day, tliey 
must ^ant us* llie general tide of European things is 
dhan^l by tlwse occurrences in Htessburg and ^London. 
Peace m evidently ^near. Prance and England are again 
^ Rdtobcck/ it t^u * * 
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DegiuniBg to^uegol^ate ; no Pi^t ifow to be rigotooi. The 
tide of War has h^m wavering at ^summit for two yea^*^ 
plat; and with this of Riissia^miici this of fJute instead 
of Kt|, there ]^ebb e\ery where, all F^m^ope dcteimining 
for peace* Steady at^the helm, as heretofore, a Friedrich, 
with th^worId*cnrreiiit in his fa%’our, may hope to get home 
after all.^ ^ 

Austrian Headquarters had been at Wahkmlmrg, under 
Eoudon or his Lieutenants, all Winter^ i^turned 

thither ffom Vieifoa April 7th ; but is not to commaxid in 
cbief, this Afoar,— SehweiduitK stiil sticking# in some people’s 
throats : ^ Dangerous ; a man * with such rash practices, 
rapidiMes and Fandour tendencies ! ^ Daun is to command 
in Silesia ; ^..oudon, imder him, obscure to us henceforth, and 
inoffensive to Official people. Reichs Army shall take charge 
of^SaKony; nominally a'- 'lieichs Aiany, though there, are’ 
S5,000 Austrians in it, as the soul of it, under some 
■ Serbelloni, -some Stollberg as CMeL---(the fact, I ■believe, is:' " 
Serbeiloni got angrily displaced on that * crossing of the-' 
Molda by Prince Henri/ May 13th'‘;^*Prince of Zweibrbck 
had angrily abdicated a year ^fox*e ; and a Prince mn Stolh 
berg is now Generalissimo of lleicli and Allies : hmt it is no 
kind of matter), — -some Stollberg, witlj Serbelloni, Haddick, 
Maguire and suchlike in subaltern places. Cmietator Daun, 
in spite of hisdato sleepy ways, is to be Head-man again : this 
sur^^y is a cheering circvimstjuiee to Friedrich ; Loudon, not 
Daun, Iming tlie only tqau lie ever got much ill of hitherto* ^ 

Daun m*mm in Waldenburg/'^ May ?)th; and to show 
that he is not eunctatorj, stepi dlit within a xvaek after* 
May 15th, he; has descended from Ids Mountains ; has 
round by the back an# by the front Schweidniti?, far and 
wide, into tiie Plain Country, and encamped himself crescent- 
wise, many miles in length, Headquarter near the IXobtenberg. 
Bent fomily round Schweidnitz ; meaning, as^ is evident, to 
defend Schweidnitz against ail comers, -i*- hia very position 
^ ^ * See Map, p. 46S, * 
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symbolieall^4ntimaliBg ; ’^11 fight for % Fmmm Majesty^ 

i# yoB like V • * ^ 

PmssiaB Majesty^ however^ seemed to tak^i^iio notice <5f 
him ; and) what 4ms very .surprising, kept old quarters : 

* a Cantonment, 0 | Chain of Posts, ten long ; Sclnvt;id« 
Bite Water on hk right flank, Oder on his left " u perfectly 
safe, as ho perceives, being able to assemfcle in four iiours, if 
Baun try anytliingd And, in fact, sat there, and did not ^ 
come in4o the Field ^at all^for five weeks or more; — waiting 
till Czernichefs 20,000 arrive, who ai'o on march frcftn Thorn 
since June 2d. ^.Mere smtill-war goes on i!i the interim ; 
world getting all greener and flowrier ; *the Glatz Highlands, 
to onek left yonder (Owl-Mountains, Enkngdnrge so-<^lled), 
lying nmgimlly blue and mysterious : — on the Plain in front 
■ of tiiem, ten miles from the final peaks of them, is Schweidnitz 
Fortress, lying full in view, with a picked Garrison of 1 2,000 
under a picked Captain, and all else of •defence* or impregna- 
bility ; and Friedrich privately detennined to take it, though 
by methods of his own choosing, ^nd which cannot coinme?ice 
till Czemichef come* ^ Daun, with hfe right wing, has hold of 
those Highland Regions, and cautiously guards them ; can, 
when he pleases, wend back to Waldenburg Country ; and at 
once, witla his superim* numbers, block all passages, and sit 
there impregnable* The methods of dislodging him are 
obscure to -Friedrich himself; but methods there must be, 
dislodged he must be, and sent packing* Without that# all 
"^siege"of Schweidriitz is flatly impossiblqpj 

June 27th, FrieSrichk Heflulquaiier is Tinte, Czerniehef 
BOW nigh*:'^ two days ag& (|nne 26th), Czernichefs Cossacks 
*cOssed the Oder at Auras,*'— with how different objects 
from those they used*4o have i Czerniehef himself 

is here, in full tale and equipment. Had entamped, a day 
ago, ' bn the Field of Lissa ; where Majesty revieweel him, 
inspected and rfiauceuvred^him, with ^eai mutual sa-6«factioii. 
«Keld of Lissa’;cit is where our poor Prussian people 
, Tempernof, ri. 86. ^ , 
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enmmpea ott'^lhe njght of I^ii|heifs with thar *-ivw dmhei 
alh GoU^ five yei^s ago, in memorafele circumstSKees : to 
various are Earth’s Fields liable ! * 

Friedrich, bj^iegrees, has coasp^rably digged his opinioB^ 
arid'^bent towairis^the late ICeith s, about Rt|ssian Soldiery : a 
Soldiery *uf most \OTioiig kinds; from predatory Cossacks and 
(Jalmncks to those i#ble Grenadiers, whom %ve saw sit down 
on the Walls of Schweidnitz when their work was done. A 
perfectly steady obedience is in these njypn ; at any^and all 
times obfdient, t6 the death if needful, and with a silence, 
with a sterulfastness as of shocks and gravitation, Wliich is 
a superlative quality in soldiot's. Good in Nations too, 
withiBwIimits ; and much a distinction in the Russian Nation ; 
mre, or ahmosl unique, in these unruly Times* The Russians 
have privately had their admirations of Friedrich, all this** 
while; and called him by I forget what unpronounceable 
vernacular epithet, signifying ^Son of Lightning,’ or some 
such thing*^ No doubt they are proud to have a stroke of 
service under such a one, since Father Peter Feodorowitsli 
gmciqmly onlers it ; thef very Cossacks^ show an alartn w, a 
vivacity ; and see cheery possibilities atead, in Countries not 
yet plundered out. They stayed with Friedrich ^nly Three 
Weeks, — Russia being an uncertain C|)untry. As we have 
seen above; though Friedrich, who is vitally concerned, has 
not yet seen i But their junction with Mm, and review by 
himniri the Field of Lissa, had its uses by and by ; and may 
Im counted an epoch |n Russian Historv, if nothing thorn. * 
The poor Russian Nation, most pitiable of loyal Nations,— 
struggling patiently fiheadf on tb)sl b?td terms, uitder such 
Cutim and foyl Nightmares, —has it, shall we say, quite gcUbe 
without conquest in thk mad War ? IMrhaps, not quite. It 
has at least shcpvii Europe that it possesses fighting qualities : 
a changed ’'Nation, sihee Karl xm beat them easily, at jiarvaj 
8,000 to^OjOOO, in the snowy morfimg, l 0 ng%inee !— 

^ J^U€S(€ I^eussisi^A'-Brancienifur^sc^ Cl^sckukte (i775), vol. It 

(|mge Irrec^iremtle). 
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C^SOTiiehef once come, and in his flnm in the Camp of 
TRnts5, buBiness instantly begins, “bnsiness^r and a press of it, 
ill right earnest; — upon ^ the hitherto idle July Ist, 

there is general Complex Advance eveiywheijf on Fri^driclfs 
part ; general attempt towards the Mq^m tains* Upon wffieh 
Daun, well awake, at once rolls universally thi^ierward 
again ; takes post in front of the Mountafiis,~on the Heights 
of Kunzcndorf, fo wit (DnidoifH old post in Iknizelwitss time)^; 
— and Elaborately «spreatll himself out in defence there* 
*Take him multifariously by the left flank, get between him 
and his Magazine at Braunau I IhinkH Fp<‘drich* Discovering 
which, Daun straightway hitches back into the Mountains 
altogether, leaving Kunzendorf to Friedrich^s use as^main 
camp. His outmost Austrians, on the edge of thd Mountain 
Country, and back as far as suitabk, Daun elaborately posts ; 
and intrenches himself behind them in all tlie commanding 
points,— Schweidnitz still w^ell in sight; and Bmunaii and 
the roads to it well capable of being guarded* Daun’s Heach 
quarter is Tannhausen ; Burkersdorf, Ludwipdorf, if readers 
can remember them, qre frontward ^posts : — -in his old im- 
|7erturbable vtray Daun sits^thero waiting events. 

And for^liear three weeks there ensues a very multiplex 
series of rapid moveuNants, and alaiining demonstrations, on 
Dauifs front, on Daun^'s right flank ; with serious extensive 
effort (masked in that way) to turn Daiin's left flank, and 
^push round by l^andshut Country upon Bohemia and BrauF.au. 
Effort very serious :yjideed on that Diwlshiit side : conducted 
at first by J^riedrieh in person, with Cieneral Wied (called also 
Afefwiedjh. man of mark since liegnitz time) as second under 
him ; latterly by Wied himself, as Friedrich foimd it growing 
dubious or hopeless. That was Friedi"f(dfs first notion of the 
Daun^pmbkm. There are rapid marches herfe, there, round 
thrt western or left flank of Daun sudden spuril^of fierce 
.fighting, oftenelt with a stiff climb as j^reliminary : 1>ut not 
the least real success on Daun* Daun perfectly compreheatk 
';:;what is on foot; refuses to take shine for substance i stands 
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xMSssedj or gimipei!, at hk mm skilful Judgnieut, in the 


|jroper points for Bratmat^u still mdre for Schweidnik ; and % 
vVy ’^dgilant»%d im}>ertunmU^^ ♦' * •■ 

Ku^zendorf '^|Ieights, which m *0 not of the Hillsj but in 
front of thenij "vmth a^strip of ilat still inlerveniiig^; — ^tliesej 
we saicl!J;* Dauo had at once quitted : and these are now 
Friedrich’s ; — but yiBld hiin a very conijilex prospect at prc- 
A line of opposing Heights^ llurkorsdSrf, Ludwigsdorf, 
Leutlunannalorij bristling with abundant; cannon ; Behind is 
the inulfiplex sell of Hillsj rising higher and higher, to the 
ridge of the Eiilenl^org in Glatz Countiy 10 or 1£ miles 
soutlnvard : Daini, with forces itmch su])erior, calmly lord of 
all thfat ; infinitely needing io be ousted, could one but Bay 
how t Frfcdrich begins to perceive that Braunau will not do ; 
that he must contrive some other plan. General Wied he" 
still Imves to^ prosecute the Braiinau scheme t perhaps there 
is still some chance ""in it ; at lewdest it will keep Datm’s 
attention thitherw'ard. And Wied perseveres upon Braunau; 
arf Braimau pro^ng iin['?c^ibk, pushes past it deeper into 
Boheania, Dawn loftily regardless of ^im. Wied'^s marches 
and attempts were of approved quality ; thougli unsuccessful 
in the imy of stinring Daun. "Wied’s Light troops went 
scouring almost as fiir as Frag, — especially a 500 Cbssacks 
that were with him, following their old fashion, in a new 
Country. To the horror of Austria ; who shrieked loudly, 
feeSing them in her own bowels ; though so quiet while they 
were in other people’s on her score. ^ This of the* 600 
Cossacks umler "^Vied, if this were anything, was aji of aiiitual 
work that bViedridi Imd from hi^^ CJzerniehef Allies ;'L--nothiing 
more of reakor actual while they stayed, though something 
of imaginary or osteifeihle which had Its importance, as we 
shal! see. 

Fried|?€h, in the third week, recalls Wied; ^Braunau 
dwiy Impossible ; only let us st.f!i keep-up appearances I 
July 18th, Wied is in Kunzendorf Coiflitry again; on an 
im|>ort^rt new enterprises or method wifli the Daun Problem, 
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in wMch Wied is to bear a principal haiid* That is to say^^ 
"fhe discomfiture and ""overturn of DaunV' right wing, if we 
can, — since Ms left has"" proved impossible, f This was the 
Sionnhiff of Btirkersdo^ &ighis; Friedrich’s new plan. 
Which djd prove isuccessful, and is stil^ famOus in the Annals 
of War: reckoned by all judges a beautiful plan, Heautifully 
executed, and once more a wonderfuf achieving of wliat 
seeraed the impassible, when it had become the indispensabK 
Oiie of Friedrich’s prettiest feats ; and the last of his notable’ 
performances in this War. Readers ought not to l>e left; 
without some shis.dowy authentic notion of it; though the 
real portraiture or image (which is achievable too, after long 
study) is for the professional soldier only, — for wliom Te^pelftqf 
jgood maps and plenty of patience are the recipe. 

*Tlie scene is the Wall of Helghfe, ruiming east and west, pai^llel to 
Friedriclfs Fosltlon at Enirseiidorf ; wMch the ^ace, dr deeish'© 
beginning, of that Mountain Glacis spreading up ten miles farther, 
towards GlaU Country. They, these Heights called of Burkersdorf, are 
in eifect Daun's right wing; vitally frecious to^Baun, who has taken 
every pains about them. Burkersdorf Height (or Heights, for there are 
two, divided by the Brook Weistrltz ; but we shall neglect the eastern or 
lower, which |s ruled by the ether, and stands or falls along with It), 
Burkersdorf Height is the principal : a Iliil of some magnitude (short 
way south of the Vilkgeciof Burkersdorf, which also is Daim's); Hill 
Miing rather steep do^ n, on two of its sides, namely on the north side, 
which is tow’a^ds Friedrich and Kunssendorf, and on the east side, where 
Weistritz Water, as yet only a Brook, gushes out from the IVIountai^i,— 
..hastening towards Schweidnitz or f^chweidnitz Water ; towards Lissa and 
Leuthen Country, where we have seen itf' on an Important night 
Wektritz, at thk part, has scarped the eastern dank of Ihirkersdoxf 
Height; and made for itself a pleasant dittb Valley there : this la the 
ono^Pass Into the Mounkins. A Valley of level hottoj^ ; where Baun 
has a terriftc trench and battery level ^Ith the ground, capable of 
sweeping to destruction whoever enters there without l^ave. 

^East from Burkersdorf JLesser Height (which w© neglect for the 
teit), and a little farther Inwards or 8out;!i, are Two otheir Heights ; 
Eudwigsdorf and Eeuthmannsdorf ; which also heed capture, ajS adjuncts 
of Bitrkersdorf, or s^ond Hit© to Burkersdorf; and are abundantly 
dlHeult, though not so steep as Burkersdorf* f 

^'^The Enterprise, therefore, divide itself into two. Wied dp tl© 
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]S[wi^«rf-ljiuthmaiinsd«rf part ; JVIdltondorf, the Bur&rsdwf. Tha 

strength of gutis in |heHe pkeas^ espeeWly'*«D« Burkersc!orf,-“We kti^w 
I>aim's habit in.&at particular ; and need say nothing. ^Man-devouring 
batteries, abatfs , battalions palisafled to Hie teeth, the pales strong as 
masts, wid room'^oiily for a musket^lfarrel betwleii^"; nay, they are 
furniHhtMi with atlath cross-strap all along, for resting your guu- 
barrel taking aim'’ t—m careful is Daun. The grotind itself is 

intricate, in parts iirtpr-icfcicably steep everywhere full of Imshes, ^arls 
am! impediments. Seldom was there such a prohlem^altogether ! Fried- 
#ich’B position, as w'o say, Is Kunxendorf Heights, with Hchweidnitss and 
his old ground of ihmxclwit35 to rear, dssernichef and others lying there, 
and WCirScn and the old Villages and Heights again occupied as posts i 
-“^w’hat a tale of h^gyptiau bricks has one to hi^ke, your Majesty, on 
ijortain fields of this w orld ; and w*itl| such innufliicieney of raw^-materkl 

sometimes I * 

« 

By of July, Friedrich’s plans are complete. Con-- 

trived, I must say, %vith a veracity and opulent j)otency ^ 
intellect, flaslp'ng clear into the matter, and yet careful of the 
smallest practical cfetaiL Friday \lth^ Mdllendorf, with 
men and furnitures coixiplete, circles off north-westward by 
"^TOrben (for the^l^nefit certain onlookers), but will have 
circled round to Burkemlorf neighbo|irh 0 Od two days hem^ ; 
by which time also Wied wall be quietly in his place there- 
abouts, with a view to business on the and £lst. 

Mdllendorf, Wied and everything, §re prosperously under 
way in this manner,- — ^whcn, on the afternoon of that same 
Friday ]7th5^ Cxeniichef steps over, most privabely, to head- 
qtmiiers : with what a bit of news I * A llevolution in 
Petersburg’ saw above^or as Herr BuscMng 

mw); ‘&ar Peter, your Majesty’s adorer, k dethroned, 
perhaps inurderal ; your"’ Majesty s enemies, in the name of 
Cmrina Calherijie, order me instantly homeward withf* my 
SO, 000 ! ’ This is fhie news, this tff C^sernichef. A most 
unexpected, overwhelming .Revolution in those Northern Parts; 
^not qleding to &e fa|ther touched upon in this place. 

Whl.t hem conc&ns m is, Friedrich’s feMings on hearing 
of it; which no ireader can now imagine. Horror, ama^- 

^ ^ ^ CompMe Tempelhof, vL 99, and Kodenbeck, H. 164. 
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ment, pity? very poignarft; ^rief for ’one's Hapless fnmd 
Beterj for one's stil! mtirre hapless self! ^isyphtxs stone^ 

which we had got dragged to the top, the chainsfdl beautiful fy 
slack these thim mouths has it leajjt away '^gmn? 

And on the eve of^Burkersdorf, and oui;.grand Daim problen) !’ 

Truly^ th% Destinies have been quite dramatic with King, 
and have contrived the moment of hitting him to the heart. 

He passionately ^‘entreats Cyernichef to be helpful to him,— ^ 
whi< 5 i feernichef -wquld fahi be, only haw can lie? To be 
helpful ; at least to keep the matter absolutely secret yet for 
some hours: tliia the obliging Oernichef will do. And ^ 
Friedrich remains, Cyernichef having promised this, in the 
throes of desperate consideration and uncertainty, hour after 
hour, — -how many hours I do not know. It is conMiantly said/ 
*^^riedrich had the thought of forcibly disarming C^emichef 
and. Ms SO, 000: — ^in which case he must have given-tip tfie 
Baun Enterprise; for without Cxernichef 9 us a positive cpiantity, 
much more with Czernichef as a negative, it is impossible. 

But, at any rate, most luckily fpir himself, he came upon a 
milder thought: * Stay with us yet Qiree days, merely in the 
semblance of Allies, no service required of you, but keeping 
the matter a dead secret on the fourth day go, with my 
eternal thanks 1 ' Thi| is his milder proposal ; ur^d with 
Ms best efforts xipon the obliging Cxerniehef : who k in huge 
difficulty, and sees it to be at peril of his head, but gonerouHly 
consents. It is the same Cssernichef who got lodged in Ciistrin 
%Ilars, on one occasion : know^, O Kitig, — the King, before 
this, does begin to know,— that liussians too can have soniie- 
thing of heroic, and can rc^'ognise adiero when they see him ! 

In this line way docs Friedrich get the frightful chasm, or 
sudden gap of the grduiid iintler him, bridged-over for the 
moment; and proceeds upon Burkexxsdorf all tlnfsame. 

Of the attack itself we propose to say almost notlimg. It 
eon^iBfo of Twe? Parts, "Wied and Mofkndoif, whfch are 
intensely and<»of a great many more which are Scenic 

I Retzow, ii 415. # ■ ;i|| 
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eliiefl}^ — some of tiieiii Scenic 4o the degiw of Dmry-Lane 
ifeolf, m wc pcfcei’^e ;-*'-all eiinniB|^y iJevised, and beantifu% 
playing into ai« another, both the re^l and the s&nic. Even- 
ing (^ihe 20i\^ Frietlridi is on- Ms groined, according to 
Program. Friedtich, who has now hiei Btollendorf and 
Wial l4^ide him again, near this Village of BuAemlorf; 
and has his compIeWy-Hcenic Czernichef, and parily-scenic 
^clhen and others, all in Ihiar places beliintl Inni, — qnietly 
crushes Baun's people out of Borkersdorf Village ; andTiuther- 
more, so "soon as Bright has fallen, bursts up, for his own uses, 
Burkersdorf old Casth', and its obstinate has^dfiil of defenders, 
which was a noisier process. Which done, lie diligently sets 
to trenching, building batteries in that part ; will have forty 
formidable"* guns, howiteei^ a good few of them, ready before 
siiprise. And so, 

Wahwsdm/ Jllsi Jnhj 1762, All Prussians are in motion, 
far and wide ; especially Mollendorf and Wied {vomw OlMly 
and Frince de Ligne),^ — which Pair of Prussians may be 
defined rather as ^ear and^lose; these Two being, in fact, 
the said of the matter, and all else ga^rniture and sembtoce. 
About 4 in the morning, FriodrichV battery of 40 has begun 
raging ; the howiteers diligent upon O'Kelly and his Burkers- 
ilorf Height, — not much hurting O^Kflly or his Height, so 
high was it, but making a prodigious noise upon CfKellj ;— 
of the cannon shearing home on those palisades and 
ekbomtions, in the Weistrife Valley in particular, and quit^ 
tearing-up a Cavalry Begiment wliich w^s drawn-out fhere ; 
m that OlCelly had instantly to call it homc,^ in a very 
wrecked condition. Why^'O'Kidly ever put it thcr5,-*--except 
that he saw no place for it in his rugged localities, or nohse 
for it anywhere,— is slfll a mystery t<l\he intelligent mtnd.^ 
The howiteen? their shells bursting mostly in tlie air, di<l 
O’^Kelly Jittle hux% not hours yet was there any real 
attack bn Burkersdorf or him; hut the noise, the horrid* 
dealh-blajse^was prodigious, and kept D^iCelly, like some 
^ ^ a. Xenipeltofi vi. 
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otters, in m agitated, ocoupied eonditioB, till their owa 
ttim eame» ^ ^ 

For it had been ordered that Wied and iJftllendorf were 
not to attack together : 3iOt together, but successively,— -for 
the following reasons. Together; stippo^e Mollendorf to 
prosper on O'^Kelly (whom he is to storm, not by>he steep 
front part m 0’’KelIy fancies, but to go round by the western 
and take him in rear) ; suppose Mollendorf to be nen^ 
prospering on Burfcersdori Height, — unless Wied ^too have 
prospered, Ludwdgsdorf batteries and forces will luwe Mbllen- 
dorf by the right iSlank, and between, two hres he will be 
ruined ; he and everything ! On the other hand, let Wied 
try first : if Wied can manage Ludwigsdorf, well : if Wied 
cannot, he comes home again with small damage ; and the 
wiiok Enterprise is olf for the presents That was Friedrich's 
wise arrangement, and the reason why he so bopbards O'Kelly 
with thunder, blank mostly. 

And indeed, from 4? this morning and till 4 in the after- 
noon, there is such an outburst ’'and blaming series of Sdeiiic 
Effect, and thunder mostly blank, going on far and nmr all 
over that District of Country ^ General This ostentatiously 
speeding off, as if for attack on some important place ; GeuemI 
That, for attack on some other ; all hands busy, — the £0,000 
Russians not yet speeding, but seemingly Just about to do it, 
— and blaftk thunder so mixed with not-blank, and scenic 
effect with bitter nBality,^ — as was seldom seen before. And 
no wisest Daini, not to speak of his (Wfellys and lieutenants, 
can, for tlie life of him, say where the real attack is to be, or 
on ‘what Band to turn himsdf. Daun in pei^on, I believe, is 
stifl at Tannliausen, ijear the centre of this astonishing scene ; 
five or six miles fronf any practical part of it And does 
oxderrforward, hither, thither, masses of |brce'"to support the 
De Ligne, the O'Kelly, among others^; but who can^tell what 
to support ? bauifs lieutenants were alert some of them, 
otbei^s less: Gener^^Gtiasco, for instance, who i|iu Schweid- 
^ Tempelhof, VI. los-iiJ. 
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nitz^ an alen Commandants w^tli ISjOOO picked men, wm 
drawing-ont, hk own will, witfi c&tain j^gimenls to tfy 
Friedrich’s tiit ; hut a check was |)Ul; on him (some dangerous 
shake the fis| from afax*), whtnr he had '’to <lrawriii again. 
In general the 0*Ce!ly<i supports sat gating ilubiousl^, and did 
nothingpfor O’Keliy but roll back along with him, when the 
time came. But ?et us first attend to Wied, and the 
J^udwigscii)rf*-lAJutlmianns(lorf part. ^ ^ 

Wied, divided into Three, is diligently' pushing-up *011 Lad- 
wigsdorf by the l^lacker eastern ascents ; meets firm enough 
battalions, potent, dangerous and resolute in their strong 
posts; but endeavours firmly to bo more dangerous than 
they.^ Dislodges everything, on Ms right, on his left; comes 
in sight of the batteries and ranked masses atop, which seem 
him difficult indeed ; flatly impossible, if tried on front ; 
but always s^me Colonel I^ttum, or tjuick-eyed man, finds 
some little valley, little hollow ; gets at the Enemy side-wise 
and rear* wise; rash^ on with fisred bayonets, double-quick, 
to 'cooperate with* the front t and, on the whole, there are 
the best news from Wxed, and we perceive he sees his ^ way 
through the affair. ’ ^ 

Upon which, Mbllendorf gets in motion, xxpon his specific 
errand. Mollendorf has been surveying his ground a little, 
doling the leisure hour; especially examining w^hat mode 
of passage there may be, and looking for some road up those 
slacker western parts; has found no road, but a kind 
sheep-track, which hc^ thinks will do. Alollendorf, wilh all 
energy, surmounting many difficulties, pushes up accordingly; 
gebi into bis shcep-traek f finds, “in ibe steeper pa?ls of this 
track, that horses earuiot draw his catnron ; sets Ms meS to 
do it ; pulls and puslies, he and thej, with a right will ; — - 
s<i^s over h|s*^Jeft jshoulder, at a certain point, the yanked 
Austrians waiting for him behind their cannon (which must 
have he^n an inter^fing glimpse of scenery fo/ some momenfe);. 
tugs along, ^tiil he is at a point for plantfog his cannon ; and 
th^, i^itider hel^ of these, rushes forward — in two parts. 
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perhaps in tWee^ but with one impetus in alh— to seixe the 
iiiistrkn fruit set before him. Surely^ if*" a frecious, a ve^ 
prickly pom%raimte, to dutch hold of on differeht sides, after 
such a climb i The Atistria^is make stiff figjbt ; have'^batis, 
nrultiplex defences ; and Mollendorf ^has a furious^ westle 
with this last remnant-^ holding out wonderfully, V* till at 
length the abatis itself catches fire, in the inusketiy, and they 
have to surremrer. This must be about noon, as I collect,; ^ 
and Fcklmarschall JJaini himself aiow orders everybody to fall 
back. And the tug of fight is over; — -though Friedriclfs 
scenic effects did not cease ; and in |>cmticn!ar his big battery 
raged till 5 in the afternoon, the more to confirm Daun's 
rearward resolutions and quicken his motions. On Tall of 
^^night, Dauiijf everybody having had his orders,^ and been 
"making his preparations for six houus past, ebbed totally 
away; in perfect order, bag and baggage. Y^el] away to 
southward ; and left Friedrich quit of him.^ 

Quit of Daun forevermore, as it tuimed out. Plainly free, 
at any xvate, to begin upon Schweidnit?J,n whenever he sees 
good. Of the behaviour of Wied', Mollendorf, and ^their 
people, indeed of the .Pi’ussians one and all, wdiat can be said, 
but that it was worthy of their Captain and of the Plannings 
he had made? Whiv|^ is saying a great deal. ^We got 
above 14 big guns,’ re|Jort they; ^ above 1,000 prisoners, 
and perhaph twice as many that d(?serted to us in the days 
following.’ Cmiiichef was full of admiration at the d^y’s 
work ; he marched early next moniing/i— I trust with lasting 
gratitude op the part of an obliged Friedrich. 

Some three weeks before this of Burkersdorf^Duke Ferdi- 
nand, near a pla^ calMd WilhelmsthalJ in the neighbourhood 
of Cassel, in woody broken country of Hill and Dale, favour* 
able for strategic contrivances, had^ organised a beautiful 

^ 'Temiselhof, vi. compare JBemM pm der ^u^maumdarf 

^ufm /uUm Adim (Seyfartb, 30^5*308); dnd^r* 

mdUr B^kM vpn d$r» etc. 308-314)5 Archentoltx, etc. etc. ^ ^ 
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MQvemmt fAm Bi^y sides^ hoping to overwheftn the too 
mmlmn or toq ignorant Fmiehj and^gaiB a mgiml victoiry 
<#er theiB : so-called, o/ Wilhelmdhalf^ June 

lT62,\hdng the result. Mauyillon uerar can forgive a 
eerb.iu stupid Il;f.iiO¥erkn, who mistook h|s orders; and qn 
getting «k> his Hill-top, which was the centre of alt the I’est, 

— fonnecl himself wHh his baek to the point of attack ; an<l 
began sltooting cannon at next to nothing, as if to warn the 
french, that they had hotter imtantly^ make off! Which 
they instJtntly sel? about, with a will ; and mainly succeeded 
in ; nothing all day but inazcs of inirimle ynardiing on both 
sides, with spiiris of Fight here and there,— ending in a truly 
still* hoot between Oranhy and a Comte de Stainvilk, who > 
covered th^ retreat, and who could not l>e beaten without 
a great deal of trouble. The I’esult a kind of victory 
Ferdinand ; but nothing like what he ex)rected.^ 

Soubise loads the -^French tliis final Year ; but he has a 
D'Estrees with him (our old DTistrcks of IImtenbick% who ^ ;■ 
iuuijE helps the account current; and though generally on the ■ 
declining hand (o&liged’^to give-iip Gqttingen,, to alge away ’ ' 
farther and farthei* out of^ Hessen itself, to give-up the 
Weser, and see tm shift but the fikrther side of^Fulda, with 
Frankfurt to rear), — is not often caught napping as here 
at WilhehnsthaL Thei*e ensued about the banks of the 
Fulda, and the question, Shall we be driven across it sooner 
or not so soon ? a grmt deal of fighting and pushing (Battle 
called of Batik of Johmumhrg^ and others)?' 

but all readers will look forward rather to the (hmionade 
of Amimdmrg^ more* precisely Pa.lmonade of tlih^ Bruekm- 
Mllhk (Sep'l^‘mber Slst), which finishes these wearisome 
ckath-wrestiingH. is coming; ^11 tlie w^orld carf now 

count on that 

, Bute y ravenous'*‘for Peace ; has been privately taking the 
m€^t unheard-of steps:— wrote tq^Kmmitz^ Peace at once, 
and we will vote for your Mvmg Silesia"'! to whid^^ ICaunitz," 

^ ^ MaiJflffoii, it J 2 i 27 «a 36 ; TmpeltoffvL €tc.,«k. ’ 
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smpectkg trickery in artim Bute, answered, haughtily sueer- 
ixkg^ < No help needed ^rom your Lordshig in ^that matter ! ^ 
After which ♦repulse, or hefore it, Bute had H|^Iied to th"e 
Cmris Minister iu .London Cmrish Majesty to havi; East 
Pi:eussen giiarante^ to him, if he will insist that the King 
of Prussia dkj)eme with Silesia’; which the indignant Cmr 
rejected with scoi'ii, and at once made his- Royal Friend aware 
of;- — with what emotion on the Royal FrieiKPs part we have 
traul;ienily seen. * Horror^r ainl perfidies ! ’ ejaculated he, in 
our hearing lately ; and regarded Buie, from that tftne, as a 
knave and an imheeiic both in one ; nor ever (|uite forgave 
Bute’s Nation either, which “was far fronf being Bute’^s aceom- 
^ plice in this unheard-of procedure. * No more AlHanceiifc with 
England!’ counted he: "^What Alliance can theise be with 
ever-fluctuating People ? Today they have a thrice-noble 
Pitt ; tomorrow a thrice-paltry Bute, and all goes heels-ov#- 
head on the sudden T ^ 

Bute, at this rate of going, will manage to get hold of 
Peace before long. To Friedricluhimself, a Siege of Schw^eid- 
aiitz is now free ; Schweidnitz his, the Austrians will have to 
quit Silesia. ‘'Their cash is out : except prayer to the Virgin, 
what hut Peace can they attempt farther ? In Saxony things 
will have gone ill, if there he not enough left us to offer them in 
return for Glatz. And^?eace and As-^/ou-wm must ensue ! ^ 

Let us go upon Schweidnitz, therefore ; pausing on none 
of these subsidiary things; and he brief upon Sclwcid^tz 


too. 


CHAPTER XO 

* “ r 

SIEGE OF SCHWEIDKITX : SEVENTH CAMPAIGN ENDS 

Daijh being now cleared away, Friedriclf instantly^ proceeds 
.upon Schweidnitz. OrdeB. the necesWj Siege Materials to 
■ under way from Neisse ; posts his Army in the proper 
5 FfeSss, It 30S s Mitchell, It . . 
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piac^, bJetweto Daun aud the Fort^sSj~King’s feeadquarter 
Dittmannsdork Army apraid in fim l^rge crescent-shapo, tp 
stnth-wesfc Di|&?hw6idBit55 ^ome ten psiles, and aafar between 
Batm apd it ;— -orders homo to him his Upper-Silesia Detaeli- 
of you, by Countryj to malce-qp 

for C/.empehefs depaAire; from Neisse onwards *»you can 
guard tlie Siege- Anspuiniti on wagons ! Naturafiy he has 
blockaded Schweidnite, from the first ; he names Tauenbien 
Siege-Captain, wiih a 10 or 1 2,000 to do the Siege : t Ah;^a<l, 
all of yo^ ! and in short, Jng^mt lih^ with the due adroit- 
ness and precnnlioiiH, opcms his first pnralld ; suffering little 
or nothing hitherto hy a resistaiv^^ which is rather vehement*^ 
Ho e^ecb to have the place in a couple of weeks — ^*one 
week {huUf^jmmy he soinetima^ counts it, but was far out 
in his i-cckoning as to time* ^ 

“tllie Siege of Schweidnitz ocxnipied two most laborious, 
tedious months and would be %vearisome to every reader 
now, as it was to Friedrich then, did we venture on more 
than the briefest outline* Jhe reristanee is vehement, very 
skilful : — ^Commandant k Guasco (tiie same who was so 
trucufent to Schmettau in the Dresden time) ; his Garrison 
is near 1 2,000, picked from "all I'egiments of the Austrian 
Army ; his provisions, ammunitions, are of the amplest ; and 
he has under him as chief Engineer A M» Gribeauval, who 
understands ^countermining*’ liktj no other* After about a 
fortnight of trial, and one Event in the neighbourhood, winch 
shall be mentioned, this of Mining and (Jownter-mining,— ^ 
tiiough the External Sap went restlessly forward too, and 
the eaimonading was incessant on iboth sides,— c?a^uc to be 
regarded more and more as the real method, and forf^k' 
or seven weeks long^, was persisted^ in, with wonderful 
tenacity of attempt and resistance* Friedrichs chief Mining 
Engineer is also a Frenclnnan, one I-iefcbvre ; who is person- 
ally the»Mtal of Gribeauval (his oW dass-felfow at College^f 
I almost think) ; but is not his equal in subterranean work, 

I Tmpalhof, vi. i^6* 
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— ^or perhips rather has* tl|p harder ta^k op that of 
Mining, instead of *C(mikr-mmmg^ or Mnes* 

Tempelhofs <acconnt of these two people, and 4heir tindef- 
gronnd wrestle here, is really curious reading; — as 
daylight to tlios<^ that will study, hut of endless expansion 
(as usuann Tempelhof), atid fit only to be indicated^here*'^ 



The external Event I proniised to mention is an attempt 
on fiaiuts part (August IClh) to break-in upon Fricilrich^s 
position, and interrupt the Siege, or render ft still iiftpossible. 
Event called the Jiaiile of Mekhcmbach^ though there was not 
much of battle in it — ^in wWch our old friend the Duke of 
'*■ Branswick-Bevern (whom we have seen in aheyauee) and 
merely a Garrison Commandant, for years back, till the 
left Stettin to itself) again played a shining part. 
Daun,— at Tannhausen, 10 miles to south-west of Fried- 
rich, and spread out among the Hilis, with I^uclons, liieys, 
Becks, as lieutenants, and in plenty of force, could he I'esolve 
on using it, — has at last, afte^ a months nieditation, Jhit 
upon a plan. Plan of flowing rourfd by the southern^ skiit 
of Friedrich, and seiring certain Heights to the south-eastern 
or open side of Schweidnitz, — ^KlSltschen Height the key 
' one ; from whicli he may spread up at will, Height after 
Height, to the very Zobtenberg on that eastern side, and 
render Seluveidnitg; an impossibility. The plan, people say, 
was good ; but required rapidity of execution, — tljdng 
^Datin is not strong m. ^ 

Bevern’e behaviour, too, upon whom the edge of the 
matter feli, was very goocL Beverr*, coming on from Neisse 
and Upper Silesia, had been much inanmuvred up;>n for various 
days by Beck; Beck^^a dangerous, ^lert man, doing his 
utmost to sei^e post after post, and bar Bevem’^s way,— 

r 

^ Teuipelhofj vi. tmd Tafehuch von der von 

SchtoeMmU voi/^ ^Un August his 9 Odohor 1762 (Seyfarth, Beyh^n^ iii 
376-479) % Archraljoltz, fotssow, to 
* Se6 Map,' p* 46B. ^ 
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meaning e^sp^ally^ as nltimatg things to get lnoH of a 
Heiglit eaHa!\Fis#erterg, which 4ies«'near Reichenqach {m 
tfie soiither-i Schweidnit^ vieinitmh end is* preface to 
Kdltscl^n Height and to the whqle Enterprise of Damn. In 
most of which especially in this Jastj Bevern, wi’ih 

great not of dexterity alone (for the ICing% Ordei^ 

had often to be dl^clieyed in the letter^ and only the spirit 
of them held in view), contrived to outinaricmvre Beck ; and 
5e found (August Eith) ahead/ ilrni gn the Fisctierberg, 
when Behk, in ftd! coiifidem^e, came inarching towards it. 
^The Fischi^rlnag lost to lis!** Beck had to report, in clia* 
appointment. ^Miist be recawm’cdj and my grand Enter- 
prise no longer put oft’!’ thinks Daun to himselfj^ in still 
more disappointment I..»aggard that 1 am 1 — ‘And on the 

third day folio%ring, the Baltk of IMchcuhach ensuech Lacyf ’ 

as chief, with abundant force, and Beck and Brentano under 
him : these ar^ to Mim*ch, ^ Recover nie that Pischerberg ; it 
is the prefai^ to Koltschen and all else . 

Mmiday 16ih^ pratty early in thfe day^, Laey, with, 

his B^ks and Brentamtj, appeared in great force on .the 
western side of Fischerberg ; planted tWiselves there, about 
the three villages of Peilau (Upper, Nether amd Middle 
Peilau, a little way to south of lieiehenbach), within cannon- 
shot of Bevern; their purpose abundantly clear. Behind 
them, in the gorges of the Mountains, what is not bo deaav 
lay J5mm and most of his Army ; inteuding to push through 
at once upon Kditsc}|en and mizB the key, were thfe of* 
Fischerberg hmi 1.4icy, after reconnoitenng a little, spreads 
his tents (which it is oWmbl^ Beck do^ not)% and all 
Austrians proi^eed to cooking their dinner. * Nothing coiiAig 
of them till tomoiTow^!’ said Fried rifR, who was here;* and 
went his wayiome, on this symptom of the Austrian pro- 
cedures ;--^4ardiy ^nmitmg to regard theai farther,* even 
when he?»Wrd their cannonade he|pR. * 

Lacy, the geneimi composure being thus established, and 

^ * Teinpelbof, vL 144. ^ 

vSu 
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weK done^, suddetily ^drew-out a^oui /Uve in the 
^Tpeningj in long strong* liiie^ before these ilamj^fcs of Peilatiy 
on the w^feern side o£^ the Fischerberg; Book privately 
pushing round by^wootls to^tgike it on the eastern sid/fi and 
there ensued abundant cannonading on^the part of Lacy and 
BrentanO) and some idle flourishing about of horse> r^ponded 
to by Bevem; and, on the part of F/acy aaid Brentano, 
nothing else wlmteven More like a theatre-flglit than a 
real *‘onef says Tempcdhof. *Beck 5 however, is in earnest; has 
a most difiicolt mardi through the tangled pathle^ woods ; 
does arrive at lej^gth, and begin real flghting, very sharp 
for some time ; which might diavc been productive, had I^cy 
given the least help to it, as he did ^nd} Beck did his 
fieriest ; but got repulsed every wlierc. Beck tries^ in various 

finds swamps, impediments, fierce resistance from the 
Bevern people ;~finds, at length, that the King is awake, aikl 
that reinforcements, horse, foot, riding-artillery, We coming in 
at the gallop ; and that he, Beck, cannot too soon get away. 
None of the Kiiig^s Foot people could get in for a stroke, 
though they came mostly running (distance five miles) but 
the Horse-charges were beautifully impressive on Ia<!y"s 
theatrical performers, as Wiis the Horse- Artillery to a still 
more surprising degree ; and produced an immediate Eweunt 
Onmes on the Lacy paH» All off ; about 7 km*,— S un Just 
going down Jn the autumn sky ; — and the Battle of Reichen- 
bach a thing finished* Seeing wdiich, Daim also immecliately 
withdrew, through, the gorges of the I^fountains again* And 
for seven wrecks thenceftsrth sat contempiative, without the 
least farther attempt at r^ie/ of Srfiweidnit^.. It was during 
tho;:»e seven weeks, some time after this, that poor Madam 
Dauo, going to a L^vee at Schonbrmm one day, had her 
eama|e half-filled with symbolical nightcaps, successively 
flung in upon her by the Vienna people;— symbolical; in 
lieu of Slashing* Articles, Naw'spaperff the beat Inslructoi*s, 

. Vhich they yet have not 

^ ^ Teaipelhul, vt 146-151* ^ 
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Next dayAlie Joy^fire of the Prussians taught ®ua&co what, 
disaster had\lmp^iied ; and *oik tlMi fifth day afterwai?3s 
^August hearing nothing farther of ©aun^ Guaseo 

offerd^ to surrenders on the principle of ^Free WithdmwaL 
^No, hovers'^ amwered TauentxieUs hy the King^s order; 
Prisonci^ of War it fnust be!" Upon wfiich Gutsco 8t<K>d 
to his ddcmvs agaiji ; mitl inuintainiHl hiinsdfs— Gribmuval 
and he did,* — niili an admiral>!e obstinacy*: the details of 
Vhich would be very weaiisome 1 k) rtmlps* Giibomivab and 
he, 1 said ; for froiii this time. Engineer Lefebvrej though he 
tried (with bad skilb thinks *'] einpelhof) some bits of assault 
above ground, took’^ inuiidy to* mining, and a grand under* 
ground invention called Globe^^ de Comp^emion ; which he 
reckonetl ^o be iiie real sovereign method,— imtucky that he 
was! I may at least ex))la5n what GZofe de Qmpremoti 
f^r it becomeB famous on this occasion, and no name could he 
less descriptive of tke thing* Not a giohe at all, for that 
matter, nor intended to ^compress,’ but to capj^ss, and 
sfaf.t’ter to pieces in a trai|^ndent degret : it is, in fact, a 
huge cubical juKie-chaunber, filled by a wooden box (till 
Friedrich, in his hurry, taught Lefeb'^re that a sack would do' 
as well), loaded with, say, ^five thousand*weigl:yb of powder. 
Sufficient to blow’^ any horn-work, bastion, bulw’ark, into the 
air, — provided you plant it in the fight place ; which poor 
Lefebvre never can. He tried, with immense l^boui', succes- 
sively some four or alniost five of these * Preu Bads'* so-called 
(or Volcanoes in Little) ; mining on, many yards, 1 5 -or 
feet underground (tormented by Grlbtauval all the w^ay) ; 
then at exploding Im five |hqiisand-weight,--^would pro- 
duce a * Funnel," or crater, of perhaps * 30 yards in diamtter," 
but, alas, * 1 SO yardsini^' any bastioiv*^" Funnel of no nxse to 
him ; — mere |ign to him that he must go <iowB Into it, and 
begin -there again^ with better aim, if possible, Aifd thm 
GribeailvaFs tormenting ; never were the like ! Gribeauval 
has, all round under the Glacis, mme-galleri<^, or main-roadk 
for Couiit0tB|pii^, ready to Ms hand (mine-galleria built 
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by PriedrieE while lately ^pa^rietor) ; t%em ^ib^wa! is 
hearkemng the beat ' of' i^efebyre's picks' : ' * j^rds from ib, 
think yon? ^ Six yaixls? Get a 30 huxicfired-weight of 

chamber ready for t him ! ’ willj at the right mgfeent) 

blaw Ijsfebvx'e'^s ga]lery about his ears soo^etimes bursts-iii 
upon him bodily with pistol and eatlass^ or still with 

explosive sulphur-balls, choke-pots and infinitudes of malodour 
instantaneously d^jveloped on I^febvrej—wMdi mean witlml,^ 
«YoU wKl have to begin Monsieur!^ Enough to 

drive a Lefebvre out of his wits. Twice, or Oftener, I^febvre, 
a Jscalous creattirej)ub a thin-skinuech Ee^v out into open 
paroxysm ; wa^pt, invoked the gods, threatened suicide : so 
that Friedrich had to console him, ^ (.'oumge, you will mmmgii 
it;, make chicanes on Gribeauvah as he does on you,’'— and 
suggested that powder-m’fc instead of deal-box, which 
Just mentioned. 

Friedrichs jmtieiice seems to have been great; but in the 
end he began to think the time long. He was in three 
successive headquarters, Dittmanin^orf, Peterswaldau, Bdgen- 
dorf nearer and nearer;"'^ at length^' quite near (Bogeijdorf 
within a couple of miles) ; and wondering Gazetteers reported 
him on horseback, examining minutely the parallels and siege- 
works,— with a singular indifference to the cannon-balls flying 
about Not easy to hit a small object with cannon ! ’), and 
intent only on giving Tauentzien suggestions, admonitions 
and new orders. Here, prior to Bogendorf, are three snatches 
of writing, which successively have indicfitions for us. Mng 
to Prince Henn : 

Pei^ntmMa% Au^mt Wth^ 1762 (King has just shilled hither, August 
10th, 00 the 'Bev^vn'-Bdcft^nbach score ; eontiimes here till September 
20d). ^ * ^You are right fo say, We oursAves are our best Alim” 
I $m of the same opinion ; ueverthelaBs, it in a clear Huty and €^1 of 
prudence to try and alleviate the burden as much al possible : and I own 
■toyoEj^ that 14 I havesswritten, the %hing falls this tiifjsp^ {m it 

d#es), .shall he obliged to grant that there is nothing to be made of 

I _ ‘ _ e 

' ; ' "" ^ Sec Map, opposite. 
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by FriidricE while lately ^ proprietor); there Qrib^uml is 
hearkening the beat of i^fobWs picks : ^ l^n yards from ns, 
think yon ? Six yards i Get a SO htmd^ed-weight of 
chamber ready for him 1 ’ .iVnd will, at the right m^enti 
blw I.^febvre’s gallery about his ears sometimes bursts^in 
upon him* bodily with pistol and cutlass, or still wo]^e, with 
explosive sul])hur4jalis, choke-pots and infbitiides of malodour 
instatitaneously dcvelo{K!cl on Ix^febvre,— which mean vrithab^ 
^Yoii wKl have to begin ^igain, Monsieur P Enough to 


drive a lAjfebvre out of his w'its. Twice, or oftener, l!^febvre, 
a ssealous creature ,J;)Ut a ihiiKskiiiiied, iiew out into open 
paroxysm; wept, invoked th® gmls, threatened suicide: so 
*• that Friedrich had to console him, ^ Courage, you will menage 

■ it; make chicimes on Gribeauval, as he does on you,'^ — and 
si%gested that powdcMocfe instead' of -deal-box, 'which we 
just mentioned. 

Priedrich’’s patience seems to have been 'great ; but in the 
end he began to think the time long. He was in three 
’ successive headquarters, Dittmannsdorf, Peterswaldau, Bogcaa-* 
dorf nearer and nearer at length*^ quite near (Bogeqdorf 
within a couple of miles) ; and wondering Gazetteers reported 
him on horseback, examining minutely the parallels and siege- 
works, ~with a singular indifference to the cannon-balls flying 
about Not easy to hit a small object with cannon ! % and 
intent only pn giving Tauentrien suggestions, admonitions 
and new orders. Here, prior to Bdgendorf, are three snatches 
of writing, which successively have indications for us. Mir^ 
to Prince Henri : 

jPdpf^wufdauy Au^mt Wth^ 1702 (King h&i just shifted hither, August 
lOtk, on the score ; continues here till September 

20dy ^ * ^You are right Co say, ^^Weoursfivas are our best Allies.** 
I am of the same opinion ; nevertheless, it is a dear duty and call of 

■ prudence to try and alleviate the burden as much sSi posaibk : and 1 ora 
^ to you^ that if, aflearall I havewwrittea, the Ms this (a» it 

shall be ohlig^ to grant that there^ is nothing to be made of 

/ _ ' % See Map, opposite. 






9m iSHSpt, jfmji -^ # » 

mm$ Tiirki.^ — ^ W& nm In press ef eiar erkli m te Scaweil- 
nitz. Hie Blt^e a<^i^anees beautifully': Ml; Beck is ceme kembouts, 
^Licy masked jb^blnd liim ; and I eanriet yet tali yon ' (ni^t till EskhmMah 
arM '^10 16 tli) ‘'wketker tka Knemy mtands some 1 % adventure for 
diseni^ging Sehn:eidnitej or will edU^nt kimseff wilk dMurWng mi 

aniwyinir ns** 

■ . ■'**» . 

I'*ekriwuMaUj^ Mi Be^^imhn. ^ Springs., wateMkreads coming Into our 
Knine» delay us a little: ike 12tlii*(in S-days Unuk Bttk tlimklng it 

would bo «1f> days 1) *^I still hope to deipateh you a Conner witli tlionev?s^ 
All k ov|r I Your Nepkew * (Prince of Fru»s?a) out today assisting 
In % fora,gB ; lie begins to kindle Into fine action. We are notbing but 
pygmies in comparison to liim * (in point of pbyvteal stature ) ; ^imagiae 
to yourself Prince Fran%* (of Brumwick ; killed, poor fellow, at llocM 
kirch), ^ only taller still ; Ibis k tbe igure of bim at present* 

P$kfsw(^iam^ Septemyr WiL ^ * ^Our Siege wearies all tbe world ; 
people pei^ecuie mo to know tbe end of it ; I never get a Berlin Litter 
without iomelbiiig on that bead and I have no msmrm myself but 
patience. Wa do all we can; but I cannot Inmler tbe enemy from 
defending bimself» and Grlbeauv&l from Ming a clever febow: — boob, 
bowever, surely soon, soon, we sbali see tbe en^ Our weather bore Is 
like Be^mber ; tbe torsons %m m mad m um Politics of lump* 
Plnayy, my dear Brother/ one must above Time on $ day follows day, 
smd at last we shall catch the one that ends our labours. Adleti ; j4 
mm embrmse**^-^UeT& farther, irom tbe Siege-Ground ;Jits0l4 ^^rs some 
traceries, scratcbings by a sure band wbicb yield us something of 
image* Bate Is still only Before Scbweidnito/ far on In the eighth 
week: 

September %Zd, moniiug, before 1), tbe King* (direct from 

P^teswaldau, where he has been lodging Intberto,— must bare break- 
faaied rather early) ^ came into tbe lines bare quarter k now%i 
be at Bdgendorf near !hajtd, in a Farmbom^ls there. Hie Prince of 
Fnwia "wm riding with him, and fieutenauIrC’oloiiel von Anhalt * (the 
Adjutant whom ypB have bc^rd of):* looked at the Battery* lately 
ordered by bi|« ; ^ looked at many tbiugs ; rode along, a good ICK?yards 
iBsIda of the vedottes ho that tbe noticed him, ahd fired 

vlokntIy,**--KI|^ig decidedly ignoring. **ro CJapiain Beauvrye* (C'aptafn 
of the Miners) ^bo^pald a gracious compliment; Major l<.e5ehvT0 bo 
mlJM \fittie for losing h^d,f% for bundling his bniinessj but wm not 
angry him, consoled him rather nantorad libb on the ■jsbabbme|s 
of bis equipments, mi made him a gift of 400 thalers (00/,), to improve 

— 

^ Scboiiing, id, 403, 430, 446, 
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lliam* Lefebvr©^ T^taenteto and^ pother Oenend ^dinp with him &t 

♦ * * f 

Bptember mrl^, '^TlieJKing ou horseback Yiew#l j:he trenches, ** 
rode close behind the first parallel, along the midmost communication- 
line ; the Bxiemy cannSnaded at xfs horribly {t^rschrtckli^h) ; a ballWuek- 
do^ the Fn^e wn Pitches horse * {Pirch Jay making moan,**-* 

plainly overmuch, thought the King): ^on Pirch''s accident^^ux^ the 
Prince of Prussia's horse made a wild plunge, ao# pitched its nder aloft 
out of the saddle ; lipople thought the Prince was shot, and everybody 
was H horjor; great was the <^mmotion ^ only the King was heard ^ 
calling with a clear voice/*^ Pirch^ ver^m » «einem &itiei Pirch, 

bring your saddle with you 1 — 

This of Pireh and tJie saddle is an Anecdrde in wide circulation ; 
taken sometimes m a proof of Royal thrift ; but k mainly the Roj^I 
mode of rebuking PJreh for hk weak behaviour in the accident tb||jt had 
befallen* Pirch, m ingenious handy kind of fellow, famed for hk 
, pranks and trickeries in those Page-days, had many adventures In the 
wol?d was, for one while, somelhing- of a notability among the Frencly 
will ^ teach you the Fru^ian mode of drift/ and actually got leave to 
try it the German Eegiments In our service*:^— died, dually, 'm 
Colonel of mw of these, at the Siege of Gibraltar, In 178S. 

Be^mUr %Mh^ ^ j^orning and nomu each time two houi^, the King 
was in hk new batteriel i and, with gm& satisfaction, watched the work- 
ing of them* TMb day there dined with him the Prince of Bernburg * 
(General of Brigade liere), ^"Pauentssien^ Lefebvre and Pleskau * (head of 
the Artillery). ^ 

The King k always riding about ; has now, virtually, taken charge of 
the Siege himself. ^In B^endorf, the first night, he dismissed the 
Guard sent for him ; would have nothing there but six chasers (Js^er ) ' : 
an alarming case I ^ After a night or two, there came always, without 
hii knowledge, a dragoon party of SO horse ; took post behind 
d^rf Clwreh, patrolled towards Kun^ndorf, Glesdorf, and had tlxree 
pickets/ ^ ^ 

September &lik *‘Gribeauva! has sprung a mine night*; totally 
bl 0 wn*up Lefbbvm again ! * Iwgkieer-Iilutenaxifcs Gerhard and Von 
Klekt were wounded by our own people ; Captain Guyen was shot* ; 
things atft going wrong,--*weather, I suspect also, bad. '*^The King wm 
In dreadful humour {mhr ungnUdig ) ; rated and rebukqid to right and 

— — — _ 

^ * Captain QqIF% (a conspicuous Captain here, Notebocjp still in 

ftikk) : lilted in Sekmimgi hi* 453 et seq/ • 

"^'Vcdiiike^ wondeidag Steport of him (^Femey, 7th Dccemte 1774*), and 
■ 'Frkdrkh^ Answer (*]§erlin, 2Sth Dee* 1774*} : kt (Bmr^ de FrSd^rk^ 

' ipdii. |oi. : E6denlH5ck' {\h 1^-200) has a slight * * 
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left ; * If It steiild till Jarmarj, %lm Attmk must gS m» Holjody 
seems to lie for bis biisir\ess ; Lefe^vre ^ bloebbead {dummer 

knows notliin^ of mmmg; tbe C^norels^ too^ g^bare are they? 
K%^er|;C^ener^ beneefortb is to take bis pTaea in tbe tlilrd parallel, at tbe 
bead bis <‘'overing-party * (most exposed place* of all), ^ and stay bis 
w'bole twenty-ftmrjionrs tbere* (Prince of Anhalt^Beriibiirg is Covering- 
Party tfi^ay ,* r bope, it? bis post during this tbnmkr 1) ;*^Taken tbe 
Place cjib itini nnist !m I We bavo the tninfortiHie, llmt a stupid 
Engineer who knows nteiing of bis art bas tbe direetbm ; and aCenerai 
►without sense in Bieging Ifhs tbe command, Ever^ody is at a nmphm^ 
it appears 1 Not all cmr Artillery caH silence* that Front-fiib ,* not in a 
single pAea can %irty stupid ^liners get into the Fort/ Today and 
yesterday tbe King spoke neither to General Tauentzien nor to Major 
Lafebvre ; yeuienant^olonel von Anbalt bad give all the Orders/ 
An electric kind of day I 

m * 

Tlic* wMher is bocoming wet. In faet^ etisne whole 
^yeeks of min,~the trenches swiinming, service very Mki 
Giiaseo’s guns are nmny of them dismounted ; tm Dann to he 
heard of. Gnasco again and again proposes modified capitnla- 
tiom; answer always, ‘Prisoners of W^ar on the comnion 
terns/ Giiaseo |s wearing'^low : October Vik (I^febvre sweats 
ing and puffing at Ms fet Globe of Expression, hoping ta Mt 
the mark this last time), ai| accidenM grenade from Tasient* 
ssien, above ground, rolled into one of Guasco^'s f^wder- vaults ■; 
blew it, and a good space of AVall along with it, into wreck ; 
two days after which, Gnasco had finiSieil his Capitulating; — » 
and we get done with this wearisome alFair/ * Guasco was 
bwited to dine with the King; praised for Ms excsellent 
defence. Prisoners^ of War his Garijison and he;'* about 
9,000 of tliem still on their fe^t ; their entire loss had been 
S,S52 killed and wonnUcd ; thA of the PmsKkm O^OSS. 
Poor Guast«> died, in KOnigsberg, still prisoner, l>efoi€ the 
Peace came, ^ 


Of 4 ?tistrian l^hting in Silesia, this proved to be the last, 

m ♦ * • • 

^ Tmpclbof, vb i;22-22o; d^r Bdiit^emn,^vm S^kmMntizPtm 

^iiu j^ad^ir 1762 (Serfartb, ut 376''497)? Ti«lcke, 

etc. etc, : • . 
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^,#0 preatnt ConfeoTarsy' wMoK has eirdp^d m long* :No 
iJipnght of fighting is^in Dann; far the ^evdle. Daun is 
getting in of&for ho3^e-fo|;age in his Mountain^; <ihe weather 
is bad upon him we hear has had, for some tircy/ past, 
1^000 labourers palisading and fortifying at the Masses 
of Bohenfia : ^ Trum for the Winter ’^is. what he gtoposes. 

To which the King answers, * No ; unlep jou retire wholly 
within Bohemia #nd Glate Country this at praent Daun^^ 
grudged ♦to do ; buj; was forced to it, some weeks after- 
wards, by the sleets and the simws, had* there Been no 
other pressure. In about three weeks hence, Frietlridi, 
leaving Bevern in command* here, ancf a Silesia more or 
less adjusted, made for Saxony ; whither important ♦rein- 
forcements had preceded him,— reinforcements undtr General 
Wfed, the instant it was possible. Saxony he had loii|p 
legarded as* the grand point, were Schweidnitas over: 
captain Dresden, and they will have* to gi^e us Peace 
this very Winter!’ Daim, also wdth reinforcements, fol- 
lowed him to Sa:|pny, as usual » but never quite arrived, 
or else found matters settled on afriving; — and will^not 
require farther mentioif in this History. He died some 
three years hence, age 60 an honourable, imperturbable, 
eupeptic kind of man, sufficiently known to readers by this 
time. • 

Friedrich .did not recaptm-e Dresden; far enough from 

that, — ^though Peace came all the same. Hardly a wqisk 
after oiur recovery of Schweidnitf., Stollberg and his Rekhs- 
folk, especially his Austrians, became unexpectedly pert upon 
Henri ; prei^ed forward (()c%>l|pr 15th), in overpowering force, 
into his Posts about Freyberg, Pretschendorf aud*,that south- ■ 
westemf Reich- ward part*: ^ No inore invadings of Bohemia 
from you, Monseigneur; no more tormentings of the Reich; 
Rto is other work for you, my Prinoa ! ’ — aBd in spite of all 
•prfoce' Henri could do,drov^^him back^elear out of Freyh^rg; 

• * ' * ‘ Ok 

^ * 5 tJi Febrttary 176$*; *bom a4th Scpiember (Hoiwayr (Msier* 
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Borttwestwi^d, towards Hul^n and Ms t^mrvh} Giving 
Mm# m tMs%aii|ier# what soMiers a slap; slap whkh 
tftighl hav% feeen moi:^ consideriifok# had ttese Stoliberg 
|>eopt^ followed it np %vitli empl|a^is* Butt they did not ; so 
alert was Henri^ Henri at once rallied beautifuliy from Ms 
slap reinforcements coming too, as we hS-ve said); 

and# in leu-days tirie# without any reinforcement, paid Stoll- 
berg and Company by 41 stunning blow: IMtik of Freyherg 
(October 29th), — which must mit go vdthout mention/were 
it only las Prince Henri’s sole Battle, and the last of this 
War, Preparatory to which and its sequel, let us glance 
again at Duke PerdinaiKi and the English-French posture, ~ 
also for the last time, 


Oanmmde ut AmVmhurif (Sist Septemljer 1762). ^Tlie controvej^as 
ahout right or left hank of the Fulda have been settled long giuce iu 
Ferdluand^s favour ; who proceeded next to blockade the various French 
strougholdsjn lEIessenCMarhurg, Ziegeiihayn, especially Casseij with 
m eye to hasiegmg the same, and rooting tlie French permanently out. 
Tojprevant or delay whicln what^uan Souhiw and do hut send' 

for their secondary sihaller .4rmy, which k In the LoweivEhme Ooantry 
under’a Prince da Conddi mostly idle at present, to com© and Join them 
in the critical regions here. Whereupon new Controversy shiMng west- 
ward to the Mayn and Nidda-X4ihn Country, to achieve* said Junction 
and to hinder It. Junction was not to he hindered* The D^Estrdes* 
Bouhise people and young Conde made ge'^d manamvring, handsome 
%ht on occasion ; m that in sjiite of all the Erhprinsc could do^ they got 
hands Joined | far too strong iVir the Erbprinss thenceforth ; and on the 
last night of August were all fairly together, lieadquarter Friedherg |p 
Frankfurt Country (a ti|irty miles north of^ Frankfurt); anH were 
earnestly considering the, now not hopeless question, How, or ly what 
routes and rhethods, push tp north-W||9t ward, get throligh to tlmsa 
blockaded Hessian Strong-places, Cassei e8|iecially| and hinder l^erdi- 
tmndk l>eslegir»g them,, and quite outrooting us there? ** ^ 

^ This is a difficult qiie^lon, but a vital. Sweep rapidly past Ferdi- 
Ijand,<-Hmnii0t Well frontward or eastward of him, dextrously 

« .... 

-w,- ^ .. 

^ wn 'dem An^riff so am ipm &eiifher jy62 wn der J^mhs>‘Arm €6 

mfdk ICdniiikk-Frewssiwh 4 :n mtti&r dm Mmen Bmtrkh gescMen (Seyferth^ 
^AMsfmkrikMr Ikrickt tmt der dm i$im OMsr 
Bran ^ Action {Ik iii. 3S^*3^2), Tmpelhof, vt 238. 
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mmm the Min as3d its, Braiiekes four %ht ate^o rear ef him, 
on tMs side of the Fulda, Mweeu &ie Fulda and mm) J jlonce joined with 
those %ht people by such methods, we have Cassel ah^d, Ferdinand to 
rear, and will make short woj^ with the blockades, —the^hlockate will 
have to rise In a huity ! Thi«t was the plan devised by D’Estr<fes ; and 
rapidly set about ; bi^t it was vseen into, at the first^step, by Ferdinand, 
who proved still more rapid upon it, Campinp, counter*«amp!ngs, 
crossings of the Lalm by D’Estrdes people, then recrossinp oiT'it, ensued 
for above a fortnights which are not for mention here: in dne,, about 
the middle of SeptSmber, the D^Esttdes Eiiterprlse had plainly become-** 
impossibli^ unless it could get l^ross the Ohm, -—an eastern, or wide- 
circling north-eastern Branch of the Lalin,— whefe, on thS right or 
eastern bank of winch, as better for him than the l4ihu itself in this 
part, Ferdinand jiow Is» Across^ the Ohm : dod that, how can that be 
done, the provident Ferdinand having laid hold of Ohm, and secured 
every pass of it, sevemi days ago ! Perhaps by a Surprisal ; by &trem6 
despatch ^ . 

^^Amhnebnrg is a pleasant little Town, about thirty miles east of 
Marburg, —kv which latter wo have been, in vary old times , lookfhg 
alter St Elimbath, Tautseh EIttera, Philip^ the M%nanimons and 
other objects. Amonebnrg stands on the left or western bank of the 
Ohm, with «an old S^hloss In it, and a Bridge near by ; both of which, 
Ferdinand, the left southmost wing of whose Position on the ot^ier 
bank of Ohm is hereabouts, has made dud* sekure of. Seiianre jpf the 
Bridge, first of all,— Bridgd with a Mill at it (which, in consequence, is 
called Brikken-Mnhiei Bridge-hMU),— Jtt the eastern end of this there is 
a strong Eedoubt, with the Briclge^wmy blocked and rammed ahead of it ; 
tliere Ferdinand has put 200 men ; 500 more are across in Amoneburg 
and its old Castle, Unless by surprisal and extreme despatch, there k 
clearly no hope ! Fardinandk headquarter is seven or eight miles to 
north-west of this his Brlicken-Muhle and extreme left | next to 
Erdcken-Mnble Is Eastrow's Division ; next, again, is llmnbyk ; several 
Divisions between Ferdinand and it: ‘'^Do k* by surprisal, by utmost 
force of vehemency I ” say the French* And accordixigly, . 

(day of the #h|^inox If 62), ^ An hour before sunrise, 
thcr«4i began, quite on the sudden, a %dvld attack on the Bruckcn-MOhlo 
and oir AmOneburg, by epin|ion, by musketrj, by all mcthiids • and, in 
spite of the alert and completely obstmate resistance, would not cease ; 
hut, on the contrary, seemed to be on the increasijig hand, new cannon, 
new ' muaketri.es ; and went on, hour after ^hour, ever the m^re vivid* 
00 qhout B In'the momin|,^after three houim of this, &sts«Dw, with 
Bivkion, had to intf^mno : to range hlmsalf on the Hill-top behind 
this Brucken-^fihle ; ra^aee. the aHieted 260 (many of them hurt, mt 
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B fm killed) fVe»l^2IK) of bk ow:g ; needed w b© relieved 

before long-, mr tl^ B^eneliy whom ^s?tv<Dw bad to imitate iti tl^t 
ffspeei, kept bri|iglng uf more eannon^ ever more# If tb©)?' would 
bring up all tbe cannon of their Atmj | ami there rose between 25astmw 
and tbfgh snch a cannonade^ for lengtl? and Imidfieas together^ m had 
not been heard in tins Wan Most furioiiH eanno?aadlng, mnsketading ; 
and seeningly no end to it. Ferdinand himself came over to ascertain ; 
found it allot thing Indeed. Zastrow had to relieve his 200 every honr : 
go down in rai^j 2’^^^ ordered Jw; — slide, leap, 

**Mes€end the hill-face in selttered form: rank at ilie bottom 1 and 
generally about half of the old 2<M) were left -dead or kmeti by their 
honrk work. inteitd to have this Bridge from ns at any eosfc/* 

thinks Ferdinand ; *'*^and at any cost tliey shall not i '* And, in the end, 
mUm Oratihy forward ^n room of ^Zastrow, who has had some eight 
hours of It now i and ridiM home to look after his main <|uartOT. 

^ It was about 4 In tlie afternoon when Oranby and his English came 
Into 111© ire'^ and 1 rather think the BVench onslaught was, if anything, 
mom forlotts than ever Despair striding vkibly forwiyrd on ttf^or 
sofnething too like De-^^palr. Amonahurg they had battered to pieces, 
Wall and Bchlo% so that the 500 had to ground arms : hut not an Inch 
of way had they made upon the Bridge, nor were like to make. Granby 
eontinnad on the old plan, plying «dl his dlli^tteei|#nd artlllerlas ; need- 
Iti^hem all. Fieree^work to a degree : SOO of ]pu go down on wings ** 
(In hour about 100 will*eom© back) f In English Bhmilies yon will 
still hear some vague memory of Amdnebti%, How we had built waEs 
of the dead, and fired from behind ^^hem,-— French more and more 
furious, we more and more obstinate. Granby bad still four hours of it ; 
sunset, twilight, dusk ; about 8, the French, ^in what spirits I can guess, 
ceased, and went their wiiyg. Bridge impossible ; game up. Ihey had 
lost, by their own account, 1,100 killed and wounded; Ferdinand 
pri||®bly not fewer/ ' 

And in this lond^peal, what none "bould yet knows the 
Freneh-Kng'liHli part of ^the Seven-Yeiu's ^Var -Jmd ended 
The Prendi atteniptwi nothing farther 5 hutted Iheni^i^dves 
where they were, and waited in the pppring rains : Ferdinand 
also hutted Ijimself, in guard of the Ohm ; while his people 
plied theji’ Siege-lmtteries on Oassehon Ziegenktyn, cannonad- 
ing thjfif beat in tjie diad weather;— took ^Ciwel, did not 
quite take Ziegenhayn^ had it Been of^monient ^—and for 
*'^MauvlIt<:h, li. sji I vil 


'm NOy TO BB OVERWHBLMBDffBOOKXX 

Wh 0ct. 

above six ^oeks eoiBiog {till* November *Sth«l#h^)5 nothing 
more but skirmishing and. small scuffles^ nor worth a word 
from us, fen out betw^n the Two Partie/ iiiere. ^That 
Cannonade of that Briicken^Bfilhle had been finis. 

* For sii|)reme BMtCj careless, of the ggod news coming in on 
him from^ West and from East, or even rather embai^ssed by 
themj had some time ago started ded^vely upon the Peace 
Negotiation. *^*Septeniiber 5 th,’ three weeks l)efore that 
Amtineborg, * the Poke of Bedford, Bute’s Plenipotentiary, 
set out towards Paris,— •considerably hissed on the street here 
by a sulky population,’ it would seem but sure of success 
in Paris. Bute shared in n<fm of the natioiml triumphs of 
this Year. Tile transports of rejoicing which burst-&t on 
the news of Havana’ were a sorrow and diati’o^s to him® 

^ Havana, what shall we do with it ? ’ thought he ; and for 
his owB' share answered stiffly, ^Nothing with it; fling it 
back to them!’ — till some consort of bis persuaded him 
Florida would look better.^ Of Manilla and the Philippines 
he did not even lilar till Peace conclmlied ; had made the 
Most Catholic Carlos present of tfiat Colony, — who would 
not even pay our soldiers their ^Manilla Eansom, as too dis- 
agreeable. *Siich is the Bute, such and no other, whom the 
satirical Fates have ^pointed to crown and finish-off the 
heroic Bay V work of such a Pitt. liCt us, if we can help it, 
speak no nK>re of him ! Friedrich writes before leaving for 
^axony : ^ Tim Peace between the English and the French is 
much" farther ofi* tlmii was thought many oppositions 
do the Spaniards raise, or rather do the French, —busy duping 
this buxra'Stl of an EngliSi who has not common 

sensl*.’^^ Never fear, ^your Majesty j a man with Havanas 
and, Manillas of that kiitd to fling aboilt at random, is certain 
to bring Pea«, if resolved on it ! — ^ * 

^ l^reHmtaanes Hov^ter 3d[*j kjiown,|o French 

*,H.0Vcmbcf to. Ferfilnfod, liU. ^..Novemfe 14th 

If. s^57). *> ■ , 

® WBlpole*« . ... ix*.. .. . 

- * iH. ' 4 ^ t’Fo Htnri t * FeterswftldEaj 17 th Octoffepfiigg^ » 





CHAP.xii.]^ SEVENTH CAMEAltJN ENBS m 

Oct. itSsI ^ 

We saidj Prince IleBri rallirf beautifully froi^ his Httiie 
slap and loss 3f F|eyberg (October lKh)j, and tlmt the Kii^ 

, sending^ Wied with reinforeenients to him* In fact, 

* Prince ^ Henri of himself was ah alertness, and instantly 
ap|>earhil on thc*|l‘eights again ; seemingly quite in sanguinary 
humonr^V-^nd courting flattie, much more than was ’“yet really 
the mse,* Which c<^wed Hlollborg from maldling with him 
farther, an he might ha]je clone. Not for stane ten days liadi 
''^lenri finishcjd his arrangements; and then^ under cloinhof night 
(iSl&*S9sf/c Ociokr 1765^), he did break forward on those 
Spittel^^alils and Michaers Blounts, and mpltipksc impregna- 
bilitias about FreybA^g, in what was thouglit a very shining 
mannir* The BuUk tff Freyherg^ I think,:* is five or six 
mites* loBgt all on the west, ami finally on the sotith-west side 
of Freyherg (north and north-west sides, with so mmy 
bi^teries and fortified villages, are judged uimttackubte) ; 
and the nmia stress,^ very heavy for some time, lay in the 
abatis of the Spittelwald (where Seidlit^s was sublime), and 
abqutthe roots of St. Micbifcers Mount (t^e of it Stoh- 
berg, or some foolfsh General of StolIberg\ had left empty ; 
nobody there when we reached the to|>), — down from which, 
Freyberg now lying free ahead of *‘us, and the Spittelwald on 
our left now also oiin?, we take Stoliberg in rear, and turn 
Mm inside out*^ Ihe Battle lasted \>nly three hours, till 
Stoliberg and his Blaguires, Campitellis and Austrians 
(esj^cially his Eeichsfolk, who did no work at all, except at 
last running), were all under way; and the hop^ ofsomi 
Saxon Victory to balance one’s disgraces in Silesia had alto- 
gether vanished^ ' *• ^ ^ ‘ 

Of Axistrians and Eelchsfolk together I dimly count about 
40,000 in this Action*; Prince HenA seems to have bedlx well 
under S0,00(i^ I will give Prince Henrfs Desj^akh to his 

^ MscMr 00 m^ 2 ^sim OefSer 1762 Frej^hr^ mrg'ifu/knm 

fit S^“37lk Tempe&o^, vL 

® * 29 60 squadrons/ pmt^ * 49 batfcalions^ 6S squadroiss * {Sefedniui:, . 

Mi* 499 ). ^ ^ ■ 
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Brother (almost modest #Pte); and cannot i^fbrd to aay 
tiipre of the matter, --^except^that *Wegf^rth,» where Henri 
gets on march the night before, lies 8 or more^ii^les west-bjf- 
north of Freyburg and the*Spittelwald, and is about, as far 
straight south fi;om Hainichen, Gellerft J^irthplace, who 
afterward?^ got the War-horse now cSming into action, — 
sometimes think, with what surprise to t^at quadruped ! 


Prince Jllenri to (he Mhiff (Battle just done; Khig on J:he road 
from Silesia hither, I, metier meets hiai at Ldwenberg) 

# 

* Freyberg, October 176t* 

^ My DiJAEKsT BeothkUj— I t is a huppiticsB for me to send jmi the 
agreeable news, lliat your Army liais this day gained a ^jconisideraMe 
adjutage over the combined Austrian and Heicha Amy, I marched 
yesternight; I had got on through Wegfurth, leaving 
myie^^ with'^iatent te seke* (storm, if necessary) ^the Height of St. 
Michael,— when I came upon the Eiiemy*s Army. I* made two true 
attacks, and two false : the Enemy resisted obstinately ; hut the sustained 
valour of your troops |revailed i and, a&er three hours in fire, the Bngmy 
was obliged to yield everywhere. I yet know the number of 

Prisoners ; but there must Jbe above 4,000 the ileichs Army htts lost 
next to nothingi the stress of effoi^fell to the Austrian share. Wb 
have got qxiant^ies of Cminon and Flags ; Lieutenant-General Roth of the 
Eeichs Army is among our Prisoners. I reckon w'o have lost from Z to 
g,000 men ; among them m Officer of mark. Lieutenant-General von 
rendered me the highest services ; m a place where the Cavalry 
could not act (border of the Spittelwald, and its Impassable entangle- 
n^euts and obstinacies), ^ ho put himself at the head of the Jnfanijry, 
and did signal services Battle mainly, scheming and all, say some 
ilLnatured private accounts); H'lenarals Belling tamd Kleist" (renowned 
Coloneli known to us, now bec<^me Major-Genarak) ^ did tBeir vei^ best. 
Ail the Infantry was admirable ; not one battalion yielded ground. My 
AidM^Camp" (Kalkreuti'i, a famous man in the Isupokon times long 
after), ^ who brings you ■&*!, had charge assisting to conduct the 
attack through the Bpittelwald ^ (and did It well, cm suppose) : ^ If, 
on that "ground, you pleased to have the goodness to advimee him, 1 
.should have my humble thanks to give yo«* ptere are a gt»pd many 
pjOfeem who have dMnguished* themselves and behaved with courage, 

^ Tempclhof, p. 237. ^ 
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whom 1 sltaU ^pwent gimilRi* requestR^ You will perojit tne to pay 
thM® wlio have'Wken eatmona and fi%s’ (100 ducato per cannon,^ per 
or wliateveJ the flariff was ' By all manner of meaia 1 Ms Maj 

"aeJEnemyis retiring towards Dres.deu and B^ppoldiswalda. I am 
sending* at his heele this night, and shall hear the^result. My Aide-de- 
CaiMp is |^iuainte«i*with Ml, and will he «hl« to render yoii,accottn o 
eyerythiriff you may wish to know in regard to our present circumstencw. 
General Wied, 1 helievejwill cross Elbe tomorrow’ (General Wied, with 
,^0,000 to help us,— for whesn it was too dangerous -to wait, or perhaps 
there was e spur on one’s own mind??) i ‘ hi^ arrival wouW ho (no 
‘would have becri's; eeln Hendrait, not even mmlra) ‘very opportune 
for me. I am, with all altuelinient, my dearest Brother, -gour most 
4«votatl Servant aud 

Toi^cirmWj, in €5|iliiTj goes tlje following Despa toll 

* *' 3’'rej^liwirg» SOtit 17d3j. 

‘General Wied’ (not yet come to hand, or even got across Btte) 
‘niforms me, That Prince Albert of Saxony’ (pushing hither with 
reinforcement, •sent by JJauu) ‘must have crossed Elbe yesterday at 
Pima’ (did not show face hero, with his largo reinforcements to them, 
or what would have become of us 1) ; — ‘ and thrt for this reason e, 
w&d, must himself press ; whicl he will tomoriliw. The sroe day 1 
am to,be joined by some battalions from General Httlsen ; and toe day 
after tomorrow, when General Wied’ (eoiliing by Meissen Bridge, it 
appears) ‘shall have reached th« Katseuhauser, the wMe of General 
Hulsen’s troops will join me. Directly thereupon I shall— _ Ur no 
more of that second Despatch ; Friedrich’s^I.cacr in Iksponse is better 
wortli giving : 

Ltiweuberg, 2d 

mr »®AR Bhotheb,— T he arrival of Ealkreuter* (so he persists in 
calling him), ‘ and of your Letter, my deaij^ Brother, has_ ^e rfia 
twenty’ (not to say forty* ‘ years younger : yesterday I w«« sixW, today 


hardly eightdhn. 1 Mess Hepveii for preserving you lu -health (tomie 
«an^,’ so we term escape of lesion in fight); ‘and that things have 


paMd so tli© good atop of attaekiog 

Meant to attack yo« ; aodi by yomi* good arrt solid meworos 

you Imve overwme all tlie dllEculties of a strong Post and a vigorous 

risktanoe» It Is a ifervice so Importat rendeml bj you^to 

timt I i^not enougli ^expfess my gratitude# and will wait to do it m 

peraoEa ^ 


’ Scbooiug, iin 49 492* 
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^ Bjlkiwtdr will explai.ii what motions I **-- ^ J ^ Fortune 
fkyoor our tIows on Dresdepi * (wiiijJli it cannot in' the Ifast^ at this kte 
s^on)j, ^ we shdl indubitably ftave Peace this Wnter or next Spring;, 
^and get honourably out of jf difficult and perilous conJUncture^^here 
we have often seen ipurselyes *wy;hin two steps of total destpetion* 
Aipl, by this which ^ou have now done, to you al^e will belong the 
honour of Ifcaving given the final stroke to AAtrian. Obstinac^j^ and laid 
the foundalions of the Public Happiness^ which will be the cctisequenoe 
of Peace,— ♦ F/^ 

* • 

IVo days after this, November 4th5 Friedricli is in Meissen 5 
November 9 th, he comes across to Freyberg*; has a*p!easant 
day, — pleasant sumy of the Battlefield, Henri and Seidlit^ 
escorting as giud^» Henri, in furtherance of the Dresden 
project, has Kleist out on the Bohemian Magaaiines, — -VFhat 
is the one way to clear Dresden neighbourhood of Enemies i ’ 
thkks Henri always, Kleist bums the considerable magazine 
of Saatss 5 %ds the grand one of Leitmeritz too well guarded 
for Mm upon which, in such snowdrifts and sieety deluges, 
is not Dresden plainly impossible, your Majesty ? Impossible, 
Friedrich admits, -ythe rather am he now sees Peace to Jbe 
coming without that* Freyberg has %t Iasi broken the J>ack 
of Austrian Obstinacy,* ^Go in upon the Keich,’ Fried- 
rich now orders Kleist, the* inst^t Kleist is home from his 
Bohemian inroad: ^In upon the Eeich, with 6 , 000 , in 
your old style I That %ill dispose the Bcichs Principalities 
to Peace,^ 

Kleist marched November 8d ; kept the Reich in paimj^m 
tftl December 18 th; — Plotho, meanwhile, proclaiming in the 
Beiehs Diet; ^ Such lleiclis Prince as* wish for Peace with 
my King cfh have it ; tho|e ^that prefer War, tifey too can 
have 4 tP Kleist, dividing himself in the due girtistie way, 
flew ofer the Voigtknd# on to Baml^rg, on to Numberg 
itself (which he took, by sounding ram’s-horn% as it were, 
having. ho gun heavier than a carbine, and Bold for a*week) ; ® 
*»-^fattering the JEleichs Diet not a litfle, and disposin§» every- 
ilt^y'for Feac^. The Austrians saw it with pleasure, * We 
'Scbbiiugfili 49^! ■ * 186-494* 
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solemnly engaged to sai^e, these popr people harajessj on their 
Joining m ;-VaBd*j behold^ ilf has ^ecome thriee and foar 
,time8 imposBible.^ I^et them falli off into P^aee, like iipe 
pea»j of tSemselves ; we am then \um round and say^ Save 
you Mrmless ? ^ Yes ; if you fallen^off ! 

Notmiher ail Amtrians make trace withi Friedrich, 

Truce till March lst;~an Amtrkms, and wliat is singular, 
with no mention hf the Reich whatever. The . Reich is 
■^defenceless, at the feet* of Kleist^aud his 6^000. Sjollherg is 
still in JlVussiai]^ neighbourhood ; and ihay be picked up any 
day ! Stolllierg hastens off to defend the Reich ; finds the 
Reich quite empty* of eneBii*?s Ixfore his arrival ; — «and at 
least saves his own skin, A month or tw'o ^more, and Stoll- 
bmg* will ky-down his Command, and the last Reichs- 
Execution Army, playing Farce-Tragedy so long, makg^ its 
€S3Lit from the Theatre of thin World, 


* # CI|APTEE XIM 

PEACE OF HUBEKfeTOEG 

The Pnissian troops took Winter-quarters in the Meissen- 
Freyberg region, the old Saxon ground, familiar to them for 
the last three years: room .enough this Winter, — ^^frorn 
Pkuen and Slwickaii, round by Langensalm a^ain ’ \ Tract 
wfth eveiybody, and nothing of disturbanoe till March Istmt 
soonest. The usual ireeraiting went oi?, or was preparing to 
go on,~»a*|jart of which took immediate effert^aK we slmli 
see, Reeruiting, rriiilJng, ^ Bo^rAily for a new Ctimpai^, in 
any case : tim rmdier we are, the less our chance of# having 
one r Friedrieffs heaRquarler is l.rfSprig; but till Deosmber 
5th he does *not ^et thither, * More business on me than 
ever T ,^inplains he * At licipzig he had his Nephews, his 
IXMgem r lor a week or tw^o life Brother llenri ; finally, his 
Berlin M^inisters,^ especially Herzber^ ' when actual Peace 
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came to be J;he matter in ^ hand. Henri, befcsre that, had 
gone home : ‘ Peace bei^ now*the likelihcKid ;--i^ome ; and 
remiit one’s pgor health, at 'Berlin, among friends J ’ 

Before getting to Leipzig, the King paid a %hig Visit at 
• Gotha; — ^probably *now the*'ene fraction of, these infcifold 
Winter mq,venients ’and employments, ia whirSi readers (sould 
take interest. Of this, as there happens to be som® record 
left of it, here is what will suffice, Froril Meissen, Friedrich 
write;; to j^is biiglrt Grand-Dpchass, alvfays a bright, high and- 
noble creature in his* eyes: ‘Authorised by ^ your approval’ 
(has politely inquired beforehand), ‘ I shall have the infinite 
satisfaction of payiiTg my duties on December 3d ’ (four days 
hence), ‘ and of reiterating to’ you. Madam, my liveliest and 
* sincerest assurances of esteem and friendship.’ ^ ‘ Some 

of my Commissariat people have been misbehaving ? Strict 
inquiry shall be ha<V ^ Visit 
is our first thing. ^ , 

The Visit took place accoidingly ; Seidlitz, a man known 
in Gotha ever sine* his fine scenic-militaiy procedures there 
in 1757, accompanied the King. the, lucent individh- 
alities invited to meet hhoj all are now lost to me, exceph one 
Putter, a really learned Gotfingea Professor (deep in Reichs- 
History and ftie like), whom the Duchess has summoned over. 
By the dim lucency of gutter, faint to most of us as a rush- 
Hght in the act of going out, the availabfe part of our 
imagination tnust try to figure, in a kind of Oblitcrated- 
« Bambrandt way, this glorious Evening; for there w'as fiftt 
one,-~-i)ecemher 8d-4fth, — ^Friedrich having to leave early on 
iJie 4th. Here is Puttei-’s record, given in the thiad person : 

‘ During* dinner. Putter,* Honourably present among the 
speefcatprs of this high J>usiness, was beckoned by the Duchess 
to step near the King ’ (I'ight hand or*left, Putter does not 
say) ; but ‘ the King graciously turned roupd, and conversed 
*, ^ , with: Putter.’ %e King s|id : * ^ 

p ' ^ ^ Td the OYaad-Duchessw a9th Hovember^ de FrMm^ 


i 
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Kin 0 » IE OamnaE Ilktoiry xeecIi h $iill IjEiied | Em»y Importimt 
pTOEm^Ets lle^liydl^ In answered ^^cMeMkk’-^^ 

itiy * ; fhat is all we^Eow of Futtar*! «swa?w * 

£i^g (thertEjpbn), *Klf Books on Eeielis-History f know only tine 

Putfen ^ **■ ^*' Foreigners have for most part kf|owii only^ In ragaisd t0 
mv Hisl^ry^ a wort vrritten by Strove at Jena,** ® • 

Etng, %Strii\% StruvltM ; him I don*t know,** 

I\(Uer» It is a plty#k4rn bad not known Oermafi.** 

^ ¥ing, ^‘^Iferriwas aLcniramer; Barri tnnsi bave%nown German r*-— 
turning to tlie Ducbeis, on this flint ahO|^t the Germaf ijaiiguage, 
he told her^ ^ in a* ringing merry tone^ Oow^ at lA^lprJg cme©j, he had 
talked with Gotisehod * (talk known to ns) on that subject^ and had »id 
to him;, *lliat the Frenth had many advantages^ among others, that a 
word emild often be nsec! in a complex signiheatiou, for which yow 
had f& German to aerape together several diferentl&xpressiom, Opon * 
which Gotteched had said, We will have that mended (Dm rnMn wir 
noeh mackm) I ** llmse words the King repeated twice or thrieajgwith 
s«<di a tone that i^ou could well see how^ the rrian*s conceit had struck 
Mm * ; — and in short, as we know already, what u glgaiftic entity, con- 
sisting of wind mainly, ha took this elevated Oottsehed to be# 

Upon which. Putter retfras into the hooomry j^anks again ; silent, at 
le^t to ns, and invisible ; as the^rest of this EoyM Bveniog at Gotha is*® 
Here, however, is thb Jbettar following on it two nays alter : 


Frkd^^kh ia the Buelwss of S{M:hsen^(htIm 

^ helprJg, dth l>ecembt*r TO®. 

I should iie-ver have done, my Hdccrahle Budiess, if I 
rendered you account of all the impresKions wi’iieh the^ friendship you 
kmsbed on me hm made on my heart i could wish to answer it ^y 
mte.rittg into everj.’thing that <5an be agreeably to yon * (coiidut^i of my 
Recruiters or Commksarfat people first of all), *'I •Uko the liberty of 




^ Barnde m voH, 4to, Pans, 174^; 1 believe, an exfefcmely 

feeble Pillar of Wlll^cfAVkps Ijy Night as 1 expressly testify Pb^ffd to \k 
(I'^felfeb de ^BhUin d^Aikttmgmi 2 voll 4I0, Paris, 

who has ^succeeded Bani as Patent Guide flnotigh that vast Sj^im 
Sjhm'um Mid ks paihitss intricacies, for the inquiring Frqich and English. 

® Burkltard Oollhelf G^rf^amar (1730, z voH 

Mxoy * 

^ * Vutt^x'& {Autobiography}, pf4o6*: cited in PretiM, 

li, 277 St. ^ * 


’ ijEWK XX. 

^ * {a4tfi Nov* 

forwarding thei Jin^myer^ wMcli have come in to the Two M^moiresyovt 
sent me* I am mortified. Madam, if I ha?v6 not bdten at^ to fulfil com- 
pletely your desires : but if you' knew tbe eituati<lbi I am in, I fiatter 
myself you woulS have some cofxsideration for it. *41 ^ 

^ I have found mys^ here* (ip,* Leipzig, as elsewhere) overvjhelmed 
with business, and even to a degree I had not expectedf Meanwhile, if I 
ever can manage again to run over and pay yo#in pei^on the homage of 
a heart which is more attached to you than that of your nearielations, 
assuredly I will not neglect the first opportunity ihat shall present Itself. 

^Messieurs the Bciglkh* (Bute, Bedford iand Company, with their 
PrelinfinarJIs signed, anc[^ all my W estphalian Provinces left in a con- 
diUon we shall hear of) ^ continue to betray, Poor M. MitcheM has had 
a stroke of apoplexy on hearing it It is a hideous thing (chose affreuse) ; 
but I will speak of It tio more* May you. Madam, enjoy all the pro- 
sperities that 1 wish for you, and' not forget a Friend, who will be 
till his death, with sentiments of the highest esteem and the*" most 
parfBCt consideration, — Madam, your Highnessk most faithful Cousin 
and Servant,— FEiEonicn** ^ 

For a foAnight past, Friedrich has had doubt that 
general Peace is now actually at hand. November SSth, ten 
days before this vMt, a Saxon Privy-Councillor, Baron von 
Fritsch, who, by Ofder from his 5our]^ had privately beenlat 
Vienna on the errand, came privately next, with all speed, to 
Friedrich (Meissen, November 2l>th):^ < Austria willing for 
Treaty ; is your Majesty willing ? ’ ^ Thrice- willing, I ; my 
terms well known l^riedrich would answer, — ^gladdest of 
mankind to see generd Pacification coming to this vexed 
Earth again*' The Dance of the Furies, waltving itself oflF, 
home out of this upper sunlight : the mad Bellona ste^s 
plunging down, dowf^, towards their Abysses again, for a 
season !— « » 

This was a result whidf Friedrich had foreseen m nearly 
certain*.ever since the French and English signed their Pre- 
liminaries* And there was only one tJiing which gave him 
anxiety A that of' his Ehine Provinces ar^ SWng Places, 
'eispeci^ly Wesel^ which have been ii> PVench hands^for six 
yi^rs .pMti ever Spring 1767. Bute stipulates That 


^ 4: Ftidirki 201 * 


® ^ddcubeck, fi, 193, 
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thosie places and coimtries shall ba evacuated hy iiia Oioiseml^ 
as gooB as w^the/ and poisibiflty^perpit ; but astoni^* 
ing to not made the least stipulations as to whom 

they* are to be delivered tOj — allies or enemies^ it is all one to 
Bute.* Tmly mther a BhameftironiissioB^ Pitt might in4%" 
naBtIy#|;Iimkj,~an<I. fall the wliole business steadily, m be 
persisted to shameful Peace, ^ had there been no otter 

article in it but ftiis;— as Friedrich, witji at least equal 
"emphasis, thought ani felt. And, in fact, it bail thrown 
him inki very great embanussment, on the first emergence 
of it 

For ter Imperiifl Majesty* tegan straightway to dmw 
troops into those neighbourhoods : * wpl take delivery, 
our Alliei playing into our hand ! And Friedrich, who had 
no disposable troops, had to devise some ra|;>id expedient ;#anci 
did. Set Ms Free-Corps agents ami recruiters^ in motion: 
* Enlist me those I%ht people of Dube FerdinandX who are 
all getting di^harg^. ; especially that Briiannk bo- 

c^lasl. All to be dischatgsd ; iwnlist them, you ^ Ferdinand 
will keep them tfll yowdo it. Be swift And it ia done; 
—a small bit of actual enlistmeni among the many prospec- 
tive that were going on, as noticed above* l^redae date of 
it not given; must have been soon after November Sd. 
There were from 5 to 6,000 of thei^i ; and it %vas promptly 
done. Divided into various regiments; chief command of 
t]|em given to a Colonel Bauer, under whom a tblonel B^k- 
with whose name we have heard- ; to the surprise 

Imperial Majesty, mil alarm of a pacific Versailles, suddenly 
appeared. In the Clevt Coujjtrks, handy for^Wasel, for 
Celdern ; in such posts, and in ^uch force and conditipB ms 
intimated, *It shall be we, under fqj’aur, that take delivery !' 
Snatch Wesgl from iliem, some night, sword In hand : that 
had been Baueriswiotion ; but nothing of that kind vfm found 
neces^j^; mere demonj^ration proved suffideq^. To the French 
Gamsons the one thing needful was tcj 'gst away !n peae^; 
BauaT'With highbrows gloomy is a#,dim^roii|B neighbour* 
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Perhaps the ^French Oificer^ themselv^ rather favoured Fried- 
ridh than his enemies*^ Enough, a private d^reement, or 
mutual understanding on Word of honour, was pome to : andr 
very publicly, at length, o:g the 11th and l^th days of 
March 176S (Peac^ now seftfed everywhere), «Wesel, in 'great 
gala, full* of fie) <t music, military salfltations and^^utual 
dining, saw the French all filing out, and Bauer and people 
filing in, to the joy of that poor Towm^ * 

Soon c^fter which, painful to relate, such the inexorable" 
prcKSsure of finance, Bauer and people were ail paid c^*, flung 
loose again : x’uthlessly paid off by a necessitous King ! 
There were about B,000 of those poor* fellows, —specimens 
of the bastard iieroic, under difficulties, from every country 
in the world ; Beckwith and I know not what oth^’ English 
specimens of the lawless heroic; wlxo were all cashiei*ed, 
officer and rnan, on getting to Berlin, As were the earlid’ 
Free-Corps, and indeed the subsequent, all ^nd sundry, 

* except seven,’ whose names will not be inte^sting to you. 
Paid off, with or without remoi^e, such the exhaustion pf 
finance ; Kleist, iSilius, Count Hor4t afid others vainly 
repugning and remonstmting ; the King himself inexorable 
as Aiithnietic^ ‘^Can maintain 1^8,000 of regular, 12,000 
of other sorts ; not a man more ! ’ Zealous Icilius applied 
for some consideration to his Officers : ^ partial X’epaymenfc of 
the money they have spent from their own pocket in enlist- 
ment of their people now discharged ! ’ Not a doit. The 
Krug’s ^answer is in autograph, still extant ; not in good 
spelling, but with sense clear m light : *^Sekw Offwim hahen 
^ dk Rahm grstnlkn Sk nkhk^ Your Office]^ stole 

like xavens;— they get Nothing.’ ^ Lessing’s fine 'play of 
M%mm mn Bamlielm testpes to considerable public sympathy 
for th^e impoverished Ex-Military people. Pathetic truly, 
“In a, degree; but such things will happen. -^Irregular gentle- 
to whom the world’^ their oy^fcer,r-*said oyster doc^ 
suddenly '"snap-to on ^them. By a chance. And they have to 
- ^ 34®. 3 ui. iir 320. 
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try it OB tho other side^ and my little !— But *we «m for- 
getting the It'eac^-Treaty itself, ,whith still demands a f|w 
%ords. * % ^ ♦ ' 

Kleisfa raiclMuto the Heicfii had a fxm effect on the 
Potentates there; anil Flotho's Offer was grmlily complied 
with ; tfte Kaisei^ si^li his generosity, giving * free |xwnnssion*'* 
We spoke of Ihnvy-C^incillor von Fritsch,^ and Wh private 
word with Friedrich at Meisseiij^on NoTembar XUth* 
The Eldt^tomhFrince of SaMuy, it seems, was author of that 
fine stroke ; the history of it this. Since Nova^mber 3cl> the 
French and {inglish have hail tlmir preliminaries signed ; and 
all Nations are longing for the like, Let m have a Geraan • 
Treaty fot general Peace/ said the Ktirj>rii'iL7. of Saxony, that 
amiable Heir»Apparent whom we have seen sometimes, Kivha 
if rathex* crooked of back, but has a sprightly ^Wife, * By 
all means/ answered Polish Maje^sty : ‘ a|itl as I am hi the 
distance, do y^ in every way further, it, my Son ! " W^hera- ■ 
upon despatch of Fritsch Vienna, and thence to Meissen ; ■ 
with^^ Yes ** to him from both parties, Plenipotentiaries are 
named : * Fritsch shall be ours : tha^^ shall have my Schloas ' 
of Hul>ertsburg for Place orCong^^ess/ said 'the Prince. And 
on Thursday Bectember 30th, 176^, the Three Dignitaries 
met at llubertsbiirg, and began 

This is the Sehloss in Iforgaii (Country which Quintus 
people, Saldeni having refused the job, willingly 
undertook spoiling; and, as is well kiipwo, did it, dami^y 
1761 ; a ihing^Quintus never heard the end of What 
the amount of profit, the«d^ri‘e of spoil if^d mischief, 
Quintus’s ppple made of it,' I could not leam; but^^infer 
from this new event tjiat the wreck diad not been so consider- 
able m the nisise was; at any mte, that tlxe Sehloss had soon 
been restored to fe pristine state of briilia!|ey. Th^ Pleni- 
poten^ries,— for »Saiony, Frits«h; for ,ABstria, a Von 
Colknbacb, unknown to us ; for Prussia, om Heftzberg, »a 
man experienced Ileyand his yeaim, m of great name in 
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Bmssian History subsequently,— sat here till February 15th, 
17^3, that is for six weelvs and five day|. fieaving their 
Protocols to better judgeg, who report them gopd, we wilt^ 
much prefer a word or two from Friedrich himself^^ while 
waiting the result ijiey come to, • ^ 


Friedrich to Prhtce Henri {hornet at Berlin) 

^ Le^i!sigs^4th Jmuary V70S. Am not^urprlsed you find Berlin?"*^ 

changed for the worse : Such a train of calamities must, in ^he end, 
make itself felt in a poor and naturally harren Country, where continual 
industry is needed to second its fecundity and keep up production. 
However, I will do what I can to remedy this dearth Qa disette), at least 
as far as my small ipeans permit/ ^ 

^ No fear of Geldern and Wesel : all that has been cared for by Bauer 
and the new Free~Corps. By the end of February Peace will be signed ; 
at tffi beginning of April everybody will find himself at home, as in 
1756. f 

^ The Circles are goi|g to separate: indifferent to me/or nearly so; 
but it is good to be ^lucking-out tiresome burning ^icks, stick after 
stick. I hope you anfase yourself at Berlin: at Leipzig nothing but 
balls and redoubts; tny Nephews diverting th^selves amazingly. 
Madam Friedrich, lately Garden-maid at ^eidlitz' (Village in^ the 
Neumark, with this Beauty* plucking weeds in it,— -little prescient of 
such a fortune)^ ^ now Wife to itn Cftfcer of the Free Hussars, is the 
principal heroine of these Festivities/ ^ ^ 

Leipmg^ Mth Jmmrp if 63. '^Thanks for your* care about my 
es:istence. I am becoming very old, dear Brother; in a little while I 
shall be useless to the world and a burden to myself: it is the lotj^^of 
alFcreaturea to wear-down with age,— hut one is not, for all that, to 
abuse one's privilege of faffing into dotage. ^ 

^ Vou still without fuE confidence of our Negotiatson business * 

^oing on at ^lubertsburg yond«ftr)f ^Mostly certainly the chapter of 
accidetiits is inexlmustible ; and it is still certain ther^ may happen 
quantities; ofthinp which theliTnited mind of pm cannot foresee : but, 
Judging by the ordinary course, and such degrees probability m 
human emtures found their hopes on, I believe, before thejtnonth of 
February entirely ^nd, our Peace will be e<pipleted. In a p^pument 
Axrangemqpt, many*tbings nedTsettllng, which afe easier to seille now 


^ Schdnmg, iii, 526 . 
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mm tliey e?©r wlil ba &gmn, PaMeneei laitk^ut spaa is z 
less ^ 

* m * ^ n 

I'eibniaif Sth, the trio at Hubertsborg fot their Pre« 
iiminjiries signetl On the te|fth day tljereafterj the Treaty 
itself was signeii and^sealed. AH other Treaties on the mine 
stibjecC* had been goided towar<js a coniempdraty finis : 
Englancl and Fmnife, ready sinee the 3d of November la^t? 
^signed and ended Febmary 10th, Febimty llthj the lleich 
sign^ and ended ; Pebniary Ifth, Prussia, Awstrii, Saiony ; 
and the Sikdan or Sami Fearjs fFar wm completely 

finished*^ ^ * 

It had cost:, in loss of human lives fiuit of all, nobody can 
say •what: according to FriaJrich^s computation, there had^ 
perished ♦of actual fightem, on the various fields, of all the 
nations, 863,000 ; of which above the fifth pail^ or 
180,000, is Ids own share; and, by misery and ravage, the 
general Pof^njation* of Prussia finds it^f 600,000 fewer; 
nearly the nimh man missing. This is# the expenditure of 
life. Other items are Inot worth eiyimemting, in com- 
patison; if statistic311y given, you can find the m<Bt 
approved guesses at them % the same Head,' who ought to 
be an author5|y,® It wm a War distinguishedh I>y~Archan- 
holtz will tell yon, with melodious emphasis, what a distin- 
guished, great* and thrice-greatest War it was. There have 
since been other far bigger Wars, “if si^e wcjre^a measure of 
greatness;' which it by no means is! I believe there was 
excel lent Heroism shown in this War, by persons T could 
name; bygone person, Heroism really to be called superior, 
or, in its kind, almonl df the mrj^ of supreme ;--wind that in 
regard to iim Military Arts and Virtues, it has as y^t, for 
faculty and for perftpnanee, had m rival ; nor is lilfely semn 
to have, Ttie Pnissiana, m we once mention^, etill nm it 

* * » * 

* Sci^naig, ill S20, ^ 

* Copy of tbe Treaty la ml 0^4 et : *m Seytefe,. 

Hi 479-495 ,• in in &t See. 

^ €Emr<?s<sk v. 230-^54; Prexis«, lit X49*35^‘ ' ^ 
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as their sehW-model in thos^ respects. And we — Oh readerSj^ 
do not at least you and \ thank^ God to have ndS^ done with 
it it- , ^ ^ . 

Of the Peace-Treaties at JHubertsburg, Paris and other 
plac,6Sj it is not ilecessary *tfiat we say almost anything. 
They are to be found in innumerable Books, dreary the 
mind ; and of the 158 Articles to be counted there, f^ot one 
could be interesting at present. The subs^tance of the whole 
lies nm hi TTaree Paints, not# mentioned or contemplated at * 
all in those Documents, though repeatedly alluded «ta and 
intimated by us here. 

The issue, as between Austrja and Prussia, strives to be, 
^in all points, sitpply A<^-^oi^were ; and, in all outwar^ or 
tangible points, strictly is so. After such a tornado^ of strife 
as tl^ civilised world had not witnessed since the Thirty- 
Years War. ^Tornado springing doubtless from the regions 
called Infemi^; andL^ darkening the upp^ world #from south 
to north, and from^east to west for Seven "l^ars long; — ^ 
issuing in general Is-^oti-were ! STes truly, the tornado was 
Infernal; but HeavSn too had silentiy its •'purposes in it. 
Nor is the mere expenditure of menu's diabolic rages, in mu^tual 
clash as of opj)osite electricilies, with reduction to equipoise, 
and restoration of ziero and repose again after se^^en years, the 
one or the principal re^lt arrived at. Inarticulately, little 
dreamt of at the time by any bystander, the results, on survey 
5from this distance, are visible as Threefold. I*et us name 
then one other time : 

P. There is no taking of Silesia fffom this man ; no 
dipping of Mm down to the ^orthodox old liinitS ; he and 
his Cqintry have palpably outgrown these. Austria givea-up 
the Problem ^ We have»» Ipst Silesia ! ’ Yes ; and, what you 
•harfly yet ’kiiow,~aiid what, I perceive, Friedrich himself ^ 
dlU knows, — ^Teutschknd has found Prussia. Prussia, 
cannot conquered by the tvhoie woidd tryigg, to ■ 
^dor it;' Pfassia hm through its Fijre-Baptism, to the ' 
satisfeotioii ot gods and mm ; alnd is a Nation "henceforth. 
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f SiVof poor dislocated Teut^tod, there « ^ 

^reat Powefe o^the World’iieijcefethj an 
md a Natiop not grounding it^lf on ertinct 
Viigeries.’Papistries, Immaculate Conceutions, ^ ® 
iviS' Facts, --Facts of Arithfnetic, Gecfnetry, Giaritatjon, 

n ._tcf the infinite advantage of Baid Nation and ot } 

Ltschlmt? hencAV To be a Nation ; ,and ^ be m^ - 
fon are convinced, instead of pratcndm^ to H it 
bribed *r bullied by the devils Aout you ; 
h„ concerned ! If Prussia follow its star— As it reauj 

tri4 to do in spite tif stunibliilg ! For tlie sake of Germany 

one Iiofb always Prussia will ; and that ^ 

its variow Child-Disoases, without death : 

sad olunaes and crises,— and w J 

«f wofst Influcnms, the Tarliamentaiy-Eloqwyce orja o 

Box Influenza! Owe of the most da*|?erous Disease^s 

S time— indeed unavoidable, for reasons obvious enougl 
«|fc Wad Nations certaft that the wy t 

Heaven is By voting, by eloquentiy waging the ^ 

?X» th. J walicl D>--. re.1 .. ™ 

i, at last ittl«l. Not only lihorty^l fc *’*“■ '’“hL , 

for allailliOT “’TTk Irt Fraoh ■ »hal 

,ri.e oilioct. Wc^i. 

result is that, were there P, ■ ’ ^ rfrinrioally due 

n-oct in the Histbrv of the World. Fact pmioipauy a 
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Ktt, as I beMeve, accordingi to my best eoiy ecture, and com- 
pai^son of probabilities <and, circumstances. ^Fo:i^whichj aftej* 
all, is not eveiybody thanl^ul, less or more ? 0 piy English* 

brothers, 0 my Yankee half-brothers, how oblivious are we of 
those that have done us benefil ! — ^ 


These are the results for England. ^And in the ;rear of 
these, had these and the other eletnents once ripened Tor her, 
the poor Country^ is to get into such rgerchandisings, colonis-, 
ings, €ore%n- settlings^ goid-fnuggetings, as lay beyond the 
drunkenest dreams of Jenkins (supposing Jenkins ^dieted 
to liquor) and, in fact, to enter on a universal uproar 
of Machineries, Eidorados, ^Uaiexampled ^Prosperities,’ which 
make a great noige for themselves in the very days now 
Prosperities evidently not of a sublime type : which, in the 
meajifc while, seem to be covering the at one time creditably 
clean and cojnely face of England with mud-blotches, soot- 
blatdhies, miscellanefisis squalors and horrors ; to be preaching 
into her amazed h^rt, which once knew bett^ the omnipo- 
tence of shoddy ; filling her ears i*nd soul with shriekery ai|d 
metallic clangour, mad noises, mad hurries niostly nowhither ; 
— and are awakening, I suppose, in such of her sons as still 
go into refleC|Jion at all, a iJeepdlr and more ominous set of 
Questions than have ever risen in England’s History before. 

in the foregoing caisfe, we have to be patient and keep 
hoping. 

3^ In regard to France. It appears, noble old Teutsch- 
ladH, with such pieties^ and unconquerable silent valours, sudi 
opulences human and divine, amid its wteck of new and old 
confusions, not to be cut Jn PcHjr, and made to dance 
to thR piping* of Veimilles *^> 1 * another. Far the contrary! 
To Versailles itself there has gone forth, Versailles may read 
it or not, the writing on the wall : *Thou art w^ighrf in the 
baianca/and found wanting’ (at last ev€n ^Jbund want- 
teg,*^ ,! ’ France, b^ten, stript, humiliate ; sinful, unrep^tant, 
g^vemeji ""by m&m ' ainnem and, at b^t, clever fools (jftm 
pkhu “Collapse, like a creature whose linfbs fail it ; 
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sinks into bankrupt quieseenoe, into namd^ /otoentation^ 
generally iB|p drp-roL Eotttng; none gness^ wbitberwarti ; 
p — rotting towaifes tlmt thrice- extraorfiSiaiy^ Spontanedns- 
CoAbostioS, which blaxed-ont in ^1789* And has kindled, 
0 ver*the whoi^ world, gradually* or by explosion, this unex- 
pectei Oiitbufit ofiail the chained De'^lries (ajpong olher 
chainei things), this roaring Conflagration of the Anarchies; 
under which it is tke lot of these poor generations to live,^ — 
^for I know not what iSrigth of Qenfcuries yet ^Go into^Coni-* 
bustio% my p^tty child ! ’ the Bestiftks had said to this 
belle France^ who is always so fond of shining and outshining : 

* Self-O>nibustion ;-^in that w^ay, woirt fou shine, as none of 
them yet could ? ** Shine ; yes^ truly, — till you are got to 
capui ma^iuum^ my pretty child (unless you ^in new wisdom !)^ 
^ — But not to wander farther : 

# Wednesdmj March 160i^ Friedrich, all Sa^on things l>eing 
now settled^ — amoiig the rest, * eight Saxgn Schoolmasters ’ to 
be a model iBJprussia,~quitted Leip^sig, ■|ith the Seven- Yeats 
War safe in his pocket, ^ it' were* Djiove to Moriteburg, 
to dinner with the amiable Kurprinai and still more amiable 
Wife : * It was to your Highness that we owe this Treaty ! ’ 
A dinner which readers may hea^* of - again. At Morifeburg ; 
where, with i:he Lac'iys, there was once suclf rattling and 
battling, Afjer .which, rapidly on^to Silesia, and an eight 
days of adjusting and inspecting there. 

Wednesday March Qdih^ Friedrich amves iiFFrankfurt-on- 
0d6r, on the way homewanJ from Silesia ; ^ takes view of 4he 
Meld of KunemloiC (reflections to be? fancied); early in the 
afternoon Speeds forward again ; at one of the stages (phice 
called Tassdori) hm a Dialoguef which we shajl hear of; and 
between S'^aiid 9 in the evening, through the solemn 
receptions and erowdfcd streets, drives to the Schbss of Berlin^ 
*Goes straight to tlie Qiieen% ApartmeiiV Queen, Frincesses 
and Gourt ail home triumphantly^ some tim& ago ; sups there 
with* the Queeifs Majesty ant! these bright cnmtures,^ 
heautifiifrsupperj^ bad it conristel only of cresses' and salt; 



. fsoth Marcia 

andj behiiid^it, soimd sleep to us tinder our own roof-tree 
once more.^ Next daj,^* tKe King made gilfts as it were, 
to^feverybody the Q^een about SjOOOl, tp the Prineessr 
Amelia I3OOOZ./ and so on and saw true hearts all merry 
round him,— merrici:, perhaps, •'than his own was. 

^ ^RLodenbeck, ii» 1211, 212 j Prenss, lu jfs, 346, etc, etc. ^ 
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